650

THE TRADE REVIEW AND INTERCOLONIAL JOURNAL OF COMMERCE.

fngly gisen, at an averago of wages which we ean
asanre them doce not oxeced in the best paid districts

2l noday e men, 1« 8d A day fur wanen, and 1s 23d
a day for Lave, that has enabled the popalation of
Belgitn <o snceeestully 1o competa with H-‘,ux)mul in
the u ki te o £ Lovope”  Wo glad Belenm now meote
jug us 9t every torn—a pushhi g and duaagerony eivat

We shall find her mere datger us acd powertal s
ac she rrecives frosh gocessbon of ald and beeanie
endued with nusmentinge paner from {nceeasing aki:l,
g wiath the adianee ot ur risvals beeome coutrnnonsiyv
minre g el and the snarkat for the lsbuar of the i
tish worhman Yecutue from day to day narrower and
lesk remuneratise.

Wiath these tabulated efatistics, and the results whaeh
we e, we balieve, corcectly evolved feam them an
one nvisds wWe inve praceeded personaliv to visit the
coaluelde of Retgium and the ironwaorks which attyen
to them  Fhin coal baan of Belgtom consiete af a dnrye
zone of abost enticely bitnminous character 97 milea
in tength Lv nbant 1210 breadth at §tx widest pant
traverang the Ainestom fram southiawest tanoethy east
This 7 e nx tar as Belgtnm s ¢ ucerned commeneea
at Moue and ends alittto bevond Liege BBy the ar
ranevment adopted by the departiment of the Retgian
Government the basn s divhied fute twa great see
tions —v17  the Waoatern or Hainant section which ja
grehdan aled Into the Vona, the Centre, and the Char.
Terat distpctz ated & gecond seetion extending throneh
the prayvinresof Namur and Liege and ranning into
Rhenish Prusein  The total ares ot the basin conati.
tuted of thee twa sectinna i 331 372 acreg of which
aewill boseon trom thoe proceding tables, almost the
entfre enpface has fn tons deeree boen operatoed upon
Ttiust nar hoawover ho assumed feom thie faet that
the basin is bengy exhanstively worked (i the con-
trary, pro lucton. far from deninelinng in quantity or
alackemng 1 rate, iv up to thic mewment exhibiting
froah vigour and making great strides in advance
Thus the extraction in the verr 193 nxeends that of
1653 by ST0200 ju tannage, and 3872370 . mened
valie §n franes, while the year 1535 beat 1804 by 135 -
633 tan= und) 10222 500 franice It has hoen e~timateqd
by M I chisar Tugenivuren Chef [hvectour des Mines
and s exlenlitions seemn acenrate, hat. in proportion
to her popntation, Belginm is producing cight times
axwict enal a2 France, batween twice anad three thnee
a nerch as PPros ia, and only onefonrth less than
Great Britain, and that her produce §= doudling gvore
15 vear:  Surelv thess facte d-serve the attention
not odly of mactore and wen, but af Parlinmont

and the eonntre, and cepocially of those who are in. *

teuste-l with the duty of inepecting and reporting apon
the ¢ ndition of our sudustrics and the populativns
dependent apon them!

To us they appearad tio lece important than «tart-
ling avd strongiv imoressed with their estranrdinary
charnetor we started for the caal district in the hoge
of dise sering to what candufon and cirermstinces
thea paults wera attnbntad’e,  Consddering the pe.
cutiar ta mation of the hasun—s lengih ag comrored
with it breadthe—it appeared to us thiat the most con-
ventent watr of examionng woald be to go thraagh e
fr an ond taend 1o make fn our proeress the e
tive contrecaf the anbdivision estaltished Ly Gavern.
erument {or The PRrRoses uf TEHOTE Av PUNIR of arrest
and departire,  This plan took u« in the frst insianee.
to Vone, which i1l within the 1ast two or thres veara
he'd the st placo s produeetive power in the pro-
viteo of dainault.  Lately, however Mone has e n
paeced un the race By bath the Contre and Charlero
divisions peepactively by 18 and 21 per cont agamnet ¢
pereont  Thivelanzein relative pastion is artrbnted
cluefly to the immenseand inereasing demand for cone
sataprion on the spat at Charleroi, consequent on the
extra srdinamy and progressis o develapient of works
ot vario 1« kKinds on the banks of the Chambre 2nd
partly 1o the qnatity of the Charlerod coal, which. in
conséquence of it: emitting very little smoake, s much
sought atur for domestic purpases.,

Crming, ac we dul. directly from Staffordshire, the
diflocen e of aspect presented by the Belgian coale
tiodd< was vory striving. There are tew m re dism?
things t»a man whia isnot turning coat and miveral«
inta gold than a drive throuph the Stafford<hire dis-
trict. ‘The houses are black, the men are Llack, the
shieep. aire Wack, the dogs are black, and between you
and the «kv, which you rarely sec. itinterposed a heary
and thick roof of burnt umaberhne  Ove~hadowed by
this ranf vonr se on ez2-h sida ar vou drive along the
roadv— il bixck—duweliing in overy stago of run
fram the premomitory ticure, zig-zagging down the
walls, to abelute rending awnder and tumbhng 1.
pieces, the result of eapricious subsidence hore and
there of the garface  The Belniom basn pre<ents none
of ttewo ugle aspeets, On the contrary, wfter bdng
whir'ed mapuitv over a great flat, richly enltivated jn.
de ™, bat alanast devoid of distitictive featines, vou
cnlp wnsbdendy up s o pctutesque di-trict, with the
semnd fist sl eiently mmbled atout to cive st el
racter a d oot anlike in <ome places the Strand Val-
Tov. <Ly fs bltie the atmasphere is clear, streaked
orle urrn jete of white steam, aud groupe of cottazes
dotte ] ahrit en the slope<cof the nemnds and white
washi=d to the utterm st ke a pictureque soer e
tha the ave dalleon with leasure  Fhere are adf
fereae s fovweter that §t d wd not rest wath eapitatiste
or worhmen to pomece, Thee are the realt of the
0atgras gl ranee hetween the (woc'auce ot ¢sal hnd«
Tu Stad rlavice tha strata von hioriz ataly, and i
rurface of the «0il j« ¢ muquently constantls ubjected
to alferaton ot level; in Relzium theie direction 1 up
aad avn, and they are either abelutely perpendicn.
Iz or i At 'y am Jdorate ang'e T Tha saiface
© mquently is e m e foee $7.m the dicturlin oon
which aifect that o4 Mafl.rd-lnre  In Stafford<him
the ¢ al ia what the Freach and Belgtans term coal
ma g, that is, i s wonbbiamdiens, a0d wa combue.
tion the waste is thrown offan the forin of siooke The
coator Betigum s bituminous, and the wasge i« evoiv.
od a0 flamo and gas.
covebtaed wodh A vwusdderabio yualitey of cariby

! matter, which renders it absolutely impossible to ap-
 Ply to it any rmokes onsuning procesa
The cual bed of Manseatends« tato the Departinent
da Mowd in France, bt 3t becomen very thin afe
lepving afone, and ut Douav all traces of it we Jost,
There are 92 pits f active worke They are atnaual
atout a mite and a Ualt from the town ftaelt, ana
alnost the who e ot the muang popninien e en the
e an onestenied e g« Wikds 8 funil on cach s
ol the entrance and thoy e white washual as only
Belmiana whntewash  1his gaves the trasvettor an e
uf Ceandiaese aud comtort, but io toah, at i ondy the
vitande ot the platter that gota any attentien paad o
i, and the interjors poby diety avdinelling We
did it o down any of the pits in the Mons seetion,
s line e 1o werhs as et i cotaie X ol with them
altbongh there s vie e coutse ul constaaciiol, A
we W re adsbsed to defer vir personal fnvestigations
below tie rutface il we gt to Chartered, which we
andvestomd woadd afford us o ctter sdustration of tl e
syaton of punn g and the natare of the o al formation,
and whiraan mhlill-m ne rdonld have thhe advantas
o1 beang aceppatited by M Julex Haveez the Goy-
erument Juspector of the distraet, M. Huvrez has
Proparation a report upe o the English cual nunes, the
rosult s i our own case of g personal visit - Irowein
b a great advantage to Bave pdaced befure us the
riowa of anable and eapenenced foreigner gpon our
Siatems Wha brings to s caquary a sund unbiaced by
Engh:-h controversiez and we are =ure the publication
of M. Havrez's report will be looked for with great
interest on this side of the water
Quthe das followinge that cn wiluch we vissted Mons
we procecded to Char'erel  Flasisthe most important
town of the distriet—the most important, indeced. in
the Kngiom, as the ceutre of aron manufacture,
situated asat wan the vers centre of the coal basn,
anmd jast on the peant where it attains ite greatost
breadth  Three branehesof milways besbdes theriver
sambre, and an excellent sy«tem of canalization afford
extramdisary {aclities tor commmucation with other
contres of induster and e radiation of its produce
thronghout Furepe  But we mnst defes ti'l our nest
lotter the account of what we «aw and learnt durmy
our vist there, as we could not, without extending tlas
cotnmwacation to an inconvenfent length, give s
desenption of ¢ren the coal pit of Pairicr, as we had
wlhien we commenctd writing itended to do
W.UERRIES CREED
WALTEIR WILLIAMS, Jun,

Brussels, Dee. 6.

F. W.HENSHAW'SANNUAL ASHESCIRCULAR.
MoNTierar, Jan 1,187,

YTITH the close of the year 1855, [ beg to furnish

¥ you with a few iteng of information which may

prove interosting in reapect to the Ashe: trade of thrs
Provines, Tl peet, perhiaps, an unportatce. i< the
myhdle fading off in the wanatactare ot b ah I
and Pear! A=heson the vear just o1 ded aceempared

with the one preious, amounting to 1244 barrele viz - § dovember

ot Loty and 26 Paanis, Lhs seroud dencency s
Ioagnat measure to b accounted tur, from the £let,
hat the time bost adapted for securing e raw mate
nal was aimost unparxileled fs & rajuv season, In
sotae dietricts large quantitics of raw Ashes as we!l as
bBlack s'dts were entain sy ddentroaed betawre they could
he gathered cansing manv of the Arkerice to remain
abmnet 1f nat entisely idle. Such ia the testimony ot
mauy of the maker+ with whom 1 have correspond.
ence  The ligh prices, especially in Pearls, which
raled throughant the year, in compariern with thoso
of IR would natorallc have foreed a large supply to
market, 1f the A-h had been in the country,  When it
stk 1 inte conslderation that the busitess of 185
commenesd with gt stock en band of 3318 Lh's (mere
than Y O Q) 1n e vrrcaof the prerious year 1tho defictenes
e ey oninore streking The average prices o1
carh monith, as shewn in the antexed coluinus, are
made up as corredtly sx possibe, but thev do net con-
ver an adena of the extirordinary flictaations of the
market, which not unfryuently took place 1o tho ex-
:vm ol 50 cents to ¥1 per 100 Jbs in the couree of 24
1onrs,

In the artlcle of Pear]l Ash, there wae throughont
*he vear a steady demand for actual consumplion, and
for the et part tho demand was in excessof thosupe
v In PPotx, on the other hand, purely speculative
operati me interfercd to no siall extent with the repn.
Iar expart trada, large ftocks being withdrawn from
the mashet and held at exeessive prices, lezitimate
buvers were toread 10 retire or /s n 20ine stances to
sahailt to these detmrnds Bhereas. had the trade bevr.
Teft 1o the tair operatlong of demand and supply, the
'»rnl:alnhlim gre, that net a barrel would have been
el in the countey 10 e carned over to this year's ac
count  The intreduction ot marlates which enter
~trangly {nto competition with 1ot Ash, serve as a
check on that article. cauusing the demaod to cease,
when prices rice wnckh Leyond the ¢ wt of the substi.
tute. and a tefal withdmrea) of orders bringst on fur a
tiina & heavy peaction, and a fall sonictimes below the
actual ¢ 1kt of production i< tho sonsquence,

Of the tetal dipinents of Potash i 856, snc 22,373
Whle §f i estimated that notexceading s M HLIR were
2ot to 1o United States for consninption there, bving
very convdcrabiny eliort of the previous year « eaport
to that couatry, while in Pearls the s-hlrxm-ms wore
moare cqpradlle divided between Great Brtain ard the
Umited Stares, the latt r, howeser, taking the greater
share,

1 «r many years past efflurte have been made tobi'ng
al ut @ ehanze in the <vstem of fixinge th tare of the
barrel  In this conntry, a¢in the Umited dtates, it §s
teaesed WAt 0o actnal weigit ol the cinpty bare) as
the g g saee o dne deducied, while i bagand, the
4] xeatmn of deducting anc-eiplith from the gross
wimght of the cask when filled. is still persisted in, to

1uo Stafordabire coal 183150 « tho gReat 1njury ot tho Canadian shipper, who tinding

buasclf a hicavy lesee fruin this cause, tu additon to

the great capenso alwoys attending the salo of his
Ashies in Brituin, rarety “atteinpts a shipiment. except
ander circumetances wineli do not often ocenr. l?o
eannot hope, 1 aby event, 1o e<enpe wWith fess than 1o
per cer ton the fieet cost of his Aslies §n the shaje of
charges on account of sp'ec It seems therefors uot
abreiroranle to expect on the part of our friende in
Lugland, sowme ameltorntion, ¢von to the extent of
atteaing thae sy stem of Ly into couterunty with
that which uunersaily prevails on this side of the
Atlantic

The d flerent grades of J'ot Ashiauepectad in 1664 ate
l as judonwx —tiret sort, Toiet bbis, sicond sort, 3309

LbY thied st 12 1 bUI<, Unliratdab’e 259 bhIs,
and of earls there were, St gort, 3508 bhilx, second
wort, 3R Llox, thicd sort U LLIS, unbrandables, 4
LUk The atoch with which we commenge this year
cansist of the talluwing gqualities viz  Fote fiest sort,
1464 Bl recorde 5 BUIs third= 187 hve  unbrand.
ablew 42 bhie t tal, 2nn bbis ; Pearls, tiest sort, 3ub,
bbls, seconds 130 E bl total, 523 Lbls,

I S - Sicee making up the totale a shsht error of
) #hout GO WBIE was dicor pred. there st be added to
{ the stock of Poty, and deducted from the Pearls,

Comparative Statement of Recapts of Pot and Pearl
Ashez at Montreal, fur tho years 18,3 aud 1w55,
witlt average price of each Vonth-

Averago Average Tital
Pots. Price. T'earls. Paice. bbls,

Stock an 3 by
Jet Jau, 183, .., . 2410 . 1§ A8
January 2018 A, 481 T00 240
February 139 6H65F 405 768 IRH4
March..... .. 1W% BN S50 742 231
April .. 33 L8 ) X1 Tu 1653
Mav K ¥ix L ) T 3887
June. ... .. 243 845 43y 767 2032
July . [ . 1[) W I T ¢ &4 812 3T
Auguet. L1 B2 S8 T W2
Septrmber 25 M 96 68T 263
Qctober 17 651 a3 700 2000
November, 151 681 483 TU8 244
Decutuber. . 52 H 8 20 73 2

i 24313 763 “ae056
Shipped 1855, ... 2257 HIN 523
Cagried 10 1867... 240 g2 223

Average Average Total
Pots, Price Tearls. Price. DUIs.

Stack on 8 3

st dan., 1865.... 0412 .. 120 . 2432
Vo Janary oo, L2000 543 <l H 47y S0

Felruary.... . .. K¢ o4 26 B 47; 2

Magch. . . , .. 1 O I 545 251

Apnil ceiaen 6L bk S A AT S0

Mav..oee. ... 445 53 1149 L [}

June S R £ 545 470

Jaly ... H2 17 535 4

August e 2702 H o7 1521 L32; 4313

September. ......1 & 5 3Ti 131 58S Juih

| octorer ... 2t 540 MR AW 3

L2387 e TENy 8%

Decembura., .o, 2022 v W3 T2y b

! pacte] 178 433 0

Stipped 185 .. tw2 a5 382

Carrled to 18656... 24.0 l_u;l ——Z‘:!—S
SwenENTs IN 1866,

Pots, Pearls, Total.

Japuary..... s reer e IONT W37 P

February ... . 2r8 143 et

Mareh .. ]

Aprl ... on

May .. 410

June s 23

| Juir nih
| Augnst . ... L. hH4
September 505
Qetober.... 138
il
33

w158 28528

SmrazraTs 1N 1865,

Yota, Yearls, Total.

January hLSrs ™3 1050

February... . . 193 16l A

March.... .. R b2 11 34 2160

Apnt . Al 09

Mav b

June ... 4576

Joly..... 6156

August . 39

Keptemler.. 3744

¢ clober, 2804

poic]
pndd
s
| HALIFAX TRADE REPORT.
Hautrax, December 28, 1563,

BUSI.\!-‘.SS has been exceeecingly dull for the past

week. Christmas generally cavres a relaxation

In our mercantilo affairs.

Bexairi pre.—=We Lave no change of any tmpor,
tonce to note  The demand for flour ks not so active.
and prices aro less firm.  Bat enc lot has been offered
at pulsic auction etnce our last which realized $8.97)
but wo havo heard «f sevoral lots selling at 8,85 off
the wharf A slo to-day of part of tho cargo saved

+ from Qe wreek of tho steamer Baltimore sn a dawagea



