
repeatin1g vague cbitrges. Hie demands tu «dJesus l3arbbas."l "Jesus," which is the
know definitely w~ho bis accusers are. In saine as " Joshua " (Acts 7:' 45; FIeh. 4: 8),
rcply Pilate scornfully dcnics that %e bias sulffi- 'vas a common name among the Jews. Rad
dient intercst in the matter to have an opinion, mnade insurrection-H-e and bis fellowv in-
and states that the representatives of Christ's surgents were in prison. John calls humi a
own nation are th-ý accusers. H1e again asks, rabber. Mattbcw says that he wvas a cele.
wvbat is the grounci of this accusaition. There- bratcd prisoner. Peter catis him a " mur-
upon Jesuis explains the nature of bis~ kingdoni derer " (Acts 3: 14). H1e had posed as a

I n a %vay lu convinc± Pilate that lie is no dis- patriot, and therefore mas idolized by the
turber of the public peace, but front a heathcn's populace. The hollawness of their charge
stancipoint, only a harniless religieus enthusiast. againstjesus is again exposed.
Jlis contemptuous question, 1'"hat is truth?" 8. Oryi-ug aloud-The R. V. adopts an-
closed the interview. Thou sayest-The ather word here, " &baving gone up," i. e., bav-
crîmmon formula of assent in Palestine and ing returned fromn the palace oif Herod (Lange),
Grecce. An unequivocal " I arn." or rising up in excitemnent, clamoring around

3-5. Accusedl hixn of many things-- the hail.
Leading Jesus forth again Pilate declared hlmn 9. The King of the Jews-Either spolken
innocent (buke 23: 4; John I8: 38). lIm- in the hope of enlisting the patriotic feelings
mediately his cars wcre fiercely and clamor- of the people, or a bitter mockery of their as-
ously assailed wvith a multiplicity of accusa- pirations alter independence. Matthew says
tions, to which Jesus made no reply, exciling that lie called him " Jesus which is called
thereby the wvonderment of his Judge. He Christ."

anwrdnotbing-(lsa. 53: 7). MNatt. (IL 10. For envy-So shrewd an observer of
V.'1to not even one word." Pilt -uman nature could not miss the real motive.

veIledl-At bis meekness, fobaac n edJohn Ilt: 48.50 and 12: 19, Wbile ibis
self cuntrol. To have replied would have altercation wvas going on Pilate received a
been useless. Amid the babel of their invec- 1message froin his wife (MatI. 27: 19). lier
tives Pilate caugbt the wvord " Galilee," and naine is given in tradition as Clhudia, Procula.
enquired if Jesus were a Galilean (Luke 23.' 6- in the Greek cliuirch she bas been canonized.
12), and, on ascertaining that he belonged to It is very likely that she wvas one of those
the jurisdiction of Herod Antipas, he thought iGodfearing heathen wvomen who were longing
to relieve himself froin a dilemma, and heal an 1an-d grpn nthe dark after "the unkno.wn
old feud by an att of courtesy, and accordingly iGod " <Scef. The voice of a beathen wo-
be sent Jesus to, the tetrarch of Galilee, wvho 1 man wias the only one that pleaded for Jesus ?
was then in jerusalein. But I-erod had nu 1 1. Stirredl up the multitude-How
desire tu meddle with s0 delic.ate a matter, 50 were they 50 easily moved? Jesus had disap-
afîer mockery and abuse be sent Jesus back t'o pointed their expeclations; the sianderous,
thz Roman governor. The trial vas resumed, charges of contempt for the temple and sedi-

* and in the most solemn manner a second time tion wvere sedulously circulated and believed ;
the innocence of Jesus %vas pt-onouniced (Luke and an excited mob bas the cruel, wvolfish spirit

* 23: 13.36). Here Pilate, not wishing bo o«fend wbieh bounds down the belpless vicièn of ils
the chief priests, propused his firsi expedient, unreasoning fury.
or compjromise, betwveen justice and the Jews. 12. Whnat, will ye then-Pilale is lielp-
He %wîll scourge, but not kill, Jesus. less and iii despair. Hie abdicates bis fune-

* Il. THE CRUEL 'Mon. 6. The fest,- tions as a judge, and bids the mob pronounce
i The passover. Used to release (R. V.)- Sentence.
* Thus, it is the customn in the Massachusetts 13. Crucily hima-Witb appalling prompt-
Jl State's prison ta release une or twvu prisuners riess conies the answver. Tbey %vould glut

ever 'y Thanksgiving day. A murderer, bow- 1 their revenge 1viib his agonies and siamp bis
ever, could not be releascd lawvfully (Ex. 21. Tnemory with indelible infamv
12), There is nu reference elsewbere, oulside 15. What evil hath he done-WTellmnight

* of the New Testament, tu this customn. It Pilate asic this question. No answer could be
Nvas a Roman usage. Pilate hopes now tu given, and none ivas attempted. The mob
circumvent the chief priests, wbose truc mui. flo%' knew.-its power, and shuuted with pas-

Iiehecearly perceived (Matt. 27: i8) by an sionate malignily, "Crucify him.")
appeal tu the multitude. Sureiy Jesus, the III. THE COWARD JUDGE. 15. Pilate,
lateIy popular rabbi, bas sontie frieuds wvho fearing a tumuit, at last yieided tu the clamor,
will vote for hum. If oniy a decent number and, washing bis bands (Matt. 27: 24, 25) in
wilshut bis naine Pilate will only tbu gladly token that hie yielded against bis better judg-
respond. When, therefore, the crowd, turti- ment, pronounced sentence and released
ing its attention fromn Jesus for a. moment, B3arabbas. Content-Stisfy the Peuple, su
surgcd up tu the judgment seat and demanded as lu aliay thie excitement. Scourged-Ac-
the usual fiavor, bie proposed that, assuming1 cording tu Roman law, torture could nul be

for the purpose that jesus %vas guilty, the Jews inflicted before sentence, but the shamneful

7. Basabas-"« The son of Albas." An tralion of the fact, well known from other
* old version of Matt. 27: 17 gives his naine as Isources, tbat in thîe provinces and tuwards
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