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for surcly no sano porson would allow
another to get mto his dobt who could
pay or not just as he choso. This we
say would bo bad onough, but it would
affeot the pecplo who passed the Iaw more
injuriously than it would outsiders, be
causo thoy would be compelled on scconnt
of tho want of crodit tn psy cash for
overything thoy bought.

In the retroactivo clauso of this bill
hiowovor is tho chief monaco to the rights
of outsiders, and it is against this purt
of it that the kick will chiofly be dircotod.
At tho present timo thero aro millions of
dollars of outsianding eccounts duo all
over Manitoba, which if this Aot becomos
Inw will bo practioally worthless. The
potition of tho Ontario Association of
Agrienltural Implement Manufacturers
alono shows that tho farmers of Manitoba
owo for rcapers, mowers and such liko
maclinoery tho ecunormous sum of one
mllton dollars, & very large percentago of
which may as woll bo at onco writton off
as worthless if tlus retroactive clauso is
allowed to go nto force. The Manitoba
merchants thowsclves aro just in about
aa bnd a fix as outsiders, and like the
proposed law just about as mmnoch as
tho others do. Mecetings have alroady
been hicld by the Winmpeg, Montroal and
Toronto Bosrds of Trade and they have
all  enanimuusly passed  resolutious
strongly condemning the Aet. Tho pre
vailing opinion amongst business men is
that 1t 1s ssmply an Act to confiscate other
pooples’ monoy and to make a bid for
omigrants. That such a stato of affairs can
bo any bonufit to tho ewigrants wo very
much doubt, and we arc strongly of the
opinion that most of those who como

, @orrespoudence.
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Editor Trader :

Dzar 8ir,—In tho article on ¢ Tho
First Locomotives," in Tux Tr.oxr for
Juno thero is an orror in that it spoaks
of Robt. whercas it chonld bo George
Stophenson. If I havoread Smiles aright
tho articlo in question should read Georgo
and not Robert Stophonson. Robert was
George's * a and inherited very largely
his father’s inventive genius.

Yours respectfully,
Tito8. Evaxs,
Alliston, June 8, 1886

[Right you are, fricnd Evans.—Ebp. TrADER.}

Siclecied Atatter.
STORIES OF FINGER RINGS.

A story is told of the ring in connec-
tion with the great Magna Charla, or
rather with tho king and onc of the
twenty-four barone sclected to enforce tho
provisions of that great foundation stone
of English liberty. Eustaco do Vesci had
a very beautiful wife, and king Joho, as
immoral as be was ireacherous aud cruel,
coveted her posscssion. The lady, how
over, lived some distanco from the court,
and in ordor to uccomplish his designs
tho king had recourse to strategom. Ob-
sorving one day while at tablo that the
baron had a ring upon his finger, be laid
bold upon it, and remarking that he had
8 hko stone which he wished set in tho
same stylo, kept the article as a copy.
Having thus scoured this token he 1m
mediately eent it to the lady iv her
busband's aame, with a messago that if

frota Britams to soitle in that Province, gho wished to see him alive ehe should
would vury much prefer to pay any debts | como at once. Fortunately, de Vesci
they may ncur instead of being foreed to | happoned to bo out riding when sho came,
bo Lvnest becauso tlloy can 80‘ no one to and met her on tho m&d' when exp]nnn_
trost them, We think if the legislaturo, ions followed, and the intentions of the
of Manitoba refuee to withdraw this ob- | king were disclosed. In order, therefore,
noxious and unjust measure that this is to pun"h JOhD, as well as scoure tho
& case whero the Fedoral Government  gefoty of lus wife, the baron found acom
maoy with & great deal of accoptancs to the | mon wanton, and clothing Lor in the
peoplo at largo exercise their volo power  garments of tho lady, compelled Ler to
and kill the hill by disallowing it. Such assumeo tho character and meot the king.
an action on their part would, we think, ' Tho story pleasantly concludes with an

Lo the mast popular act of disallowance
they ovor dud.

If thoy do not intorfero however, and
tho logielatare of Manitoba have not com

mou senso onough of thomeelves to ameud
it, wo prodiot a vory *¢ cold ** time for the
prairie province as long as such an iniqui-
tous measure remans upon theiwr Statuto
Books.

accoant of tho monarch s clhagrin when,
after brutally taunting the husband re-

| garding the cxploit, he learned that the

supposed lady was nothung but 2 common
strumpet. )

But perhaps the most conspicuous ex-
ample of tho ning in Englhsh history was
counccted with an affection of the great

quoon Llizaboeth, and though the story
is strongly romautic in its nature, it i
also tinged with tragedy and pathios, Thy
rocords cloarly inform us that Flizael
bad many male favorites during her lozg
roign, upon whom sho bestowed ns mueh
affection as might be given by n qucenty
hor subjeet, and cqually as a chagy
maiden to her lover. Among them o}
Robort Dovercux, Larl of Essex, appon
to have gaincd most completely iy
heart of the queen. Upon him sho shey.
ered privileges and porquisites with a
vnsparing hand, bestowing upon himal
thoe intercat and wealth of affection which
the promptings of hor love for him cotd
suggest, and among other tangiblo ovidi.
ccs sho gavo him o ring as a pledge, inti.
mating “that if over Lo forfeited hy
favor, if ho sent it back to her, the sk
of it would insuro her forgivoness, * S
scquontly Essex was arrested f r treasss,
and not without vcause. Dariug the lri
and before the execution, the qn. ca waited
anxiously for the token which ncscr eame,
and thoogh the wholo world de.bied thy
sho would allow Esscx to Le breught tothe
ecafold, such was her anger aud ohagria
at his obstinacy that she refrained from
interforonce, and tho head of lier lastand
best loved favorite foll beneath the ar
Bat tho pride of tho earl was not as steb.
born as tho queen imngined, as appest
from the narrative of a deacendant of that
bouse, lady Elizaboth Spelman, for s
stated that «* when Essex lay underse
tenco of death he determined to try th
virtue of the ring by sending it toth
queen and claiming tho benefit of ba
promiso , but knowing ho was surroundd
by tho creatures of thoss who were best
on takiog his life, ho was fearful of trug
ing it to any of his attendants. At lengh,
looking out uf his window, be saw, e
one morniug, a boy whose couricnisy
pleased him, and bim ho induced by
bribe to carry tho ring which L. threv
down to him from above, to the iadf
Sorope, his cousin, who had take.. frieodly
interest in his fate. The boy, by :aistake
carried it to the Countess of N.t:.nghae,
the cruel ewster of the fair and geoth
Scrope, and as bath theso ladics wered.
the royal bedchamber, the missh
might easily occur. The Countess carrisd
the ring to her husband, the lord admin!.
who was the deadly foo of Epwey, sl
told bim the message, but ho bade be.
suppress both, " It is a sardonys, sl
said to bo the identical ring given byids.
quecn to Essex. It has desconded Ing;
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