
CANADIAN HOME JOURNAL.

ASa. natural consequence, wihen the exami-
ination actually canme memnory played hii
false, and it ivas ivith the utmost difi-
culty that lic kept bis attention concen-

trated on biis papers; and as lic waiked iram
thue lecture roamn like a nmail in a dreani, lie
overbeard the fatal ivords spoken by the exauîi-
ining chapiain to a brai ler clergyman, IlPoor
Seiby ! lie looks iii; 'vorked too bard, 1 expect;
;at any rate, Iw's donc.fos," and tiierein he found
that lus best icars wvere '-'alised.

He ]lacd escaped as est Ile couid from bis
conîpauiions, anid turîingu bis back on tie towvn
wih a îvild longing for the peace and quiet of
the country, lie hîad traniped along thraugi the
trauiquil meadows.

For ta hUmii it meant absoluie failure. Otiier
mieni niit try again, but for hini tiiere couid
be :1o second oppartunity. No, it must bc given
up once and for ail. He had tried lus best;
lie kneîv that ; but lie hîad flot been accounted
wortby. He niust go back ta the dreary
bauîk-book% and Iedgers. Auid poor Patience.
wvio had Ilîped sucli great tlingis-liow siiould
lie tel] lier? And ilieu lbe iran entered luis v'ery
soul.

i t n'as at this juuicture c hiat hie hîad niet lîk,
bishop, and al:îîost ;îgainst bis wvill %vas drawvn
iuîta conversation witlî hina.

He uvas îlot ici a state ta re.usoz calnlly about
anyfluing. lHe wvas iii thèt curiaus stage of
over-wrouglitniess, mental and phtysicai. whîen
cven thue niost reserved ca.î be niade ta olpen
ilue doors ai ibecir lîcarîs; luis defences were
down, auud lit! cotîhd not but respond ta tie
touchi of îuniaui kindncss whIicli bridged aver
thic chîasnîi ai age and position and set thue twav
nien for tlue Mmnent side 1wv side. It wvas the
mail himself iii lis unfeigneid syuipatliv, ilot flic
grreat bishiop and bis recent jîdge, îi'1îo %,on bis
confidenice; and as lias beeti said lie wvas iii-
miatclîed in lus prescrit framie of mid with lus
wîily interlacutor, who bcguilcd lus secrets frani
lîinî ýviî1iaut lus rvahisi îig liov ni.- :Ii lic liad
reveaied.

Lauuîcly and prasaically cnaugli as it seemed
to iiuu lie told bis stary, in answer ta tie stream
ti c~ î'î ta iviikh rîn'ercuuce for Illc ques-
tiosner added tue farce ai a conimauid. Anîd
wvhuei lie baUd got at tlle keruiel af tue matter the
.,iretvd ccclesiastic, wvha was a student ai nîcti
as wvcl as af bîooks, fuxci lus pierciuîg eycs oui
thie trouhîled yovnîg Face as if )li wauld rend
hlini thîrougê l anîd tlîrougi. It ivas iti trttth a
frank and caruîest face, tuougli it wvas clouded
cuiaugh just now;' not bauîdsonic or strikiuîg in
nuî, way, yet tue luonlcst grcy cy'-s loaked fcar-
lcs-.lV on thue wvorld, and there %vas a certain
incitscecable look of trutlî anîd goodncss about

i that inspired unques-
ti.>Ining trust.

iColourinig iii Spite or
W, hinmself' heneath that

%iiarp scrutiny, Selby was

startled. by hearing bis

Abe Wil, Mr. Selby, are
you quite -ure that this
must tbc your Iast chance ?

~ê ~ Have ),ou no friend wvhc,
1. could give yaut the imoniey

9M. for anoflher year's study ?
My chaplain tells me your

i work shows promise.
Another tinle you w'ould

se ure to succeed. Ini
fact, 1 think 1 knlow of

1/ sonieone, a friend indeed
of mly own, wlho iwouid
give weil,nfot give ]end

1> f you the ilecessary means,
I Il and you cauld repay Ilim

aîgitn at your leisuire.
Theyaungman started,

the colaur flashed into his
faîce and the light into his eyes, and then as
swiftly died away, lcaving him very pale.

Il our lordsbip is very good," lie said slowly;
"indeed 1 arn more than gratefut ; but it is

impossible, quite impossible. 1 ar nfot clever,
I nlight flot succeed, and 1 dare flot start in my
career with a debt whiclh for ail 1 cati see 1
niighit bc years discharging, if 1 could ever do
so. Besides which there is nofia re for tue now;
1 have strained things ta the uttermost already.
1 have odiers depcnding on me, and their dlaims
cannot any longer be put aside. No; 1 have
thouglit it ail oui, and 1 arn sure that this is,
and ougi.t to be final."

"And yet it is no lighit thing ta give up the
service of God, Mr. Selby," said the bishion,
with one of bis sudden questioning giances.

I 1 hope 1 shall neyer do that," answered his
companion simply. "lSurely He lias sonie wvork
left even for inymen ! and sureiy, before ail
tlîings augir aone flot to serve Him with cleati
hands ? 1 could flot do this if I began by daing
wvhat 1 knowv to be wyong."

.- gain tlic otiier began ta speak, but Selby
put out bis hands wvith a pieading gesture.

1 t is more than good af you ta have listened
oa mle. sir,"- lie said ;"but for pity sake do flot,
Ientrent you, ask nie ta go aver it again. You

do iot, yaui cannot know ail that stands in the
wvay. i arn not myseif this afternoon ; 1 dare
nat trust tilîvself-it would take sa little-and
na ane cati jiudge but 1 of nîy duty-ta make
Ile gro wrang!"1

Thie bisIînop laid v'is liand kindly on bis com-
panion's ami. Il 1 will not ask you,» lie said;

na> , moare, 1 believe v'ou iîre rigbit, and 1
respect your decision. One tbinjg 1 ani sure of,
MNr. Selby, that wlierever yau are and wvlatever
vou do, tie Master wve bath seck ta honour will

ind in; you a very faithful servant."
Mien, wvitlî a sudden dismissing of the subject,

lie set Ibimself ta tallk with that fascination wvilicb
wvas ane of bis special gifts, compell;ng the
yauîîger mnan's thouglîts into othter channels, so
that the walk ended clieerftilly enough. Wlien
the addly assorted pair partcd necar the Cathedral
gates, anJ Selby began ta stanînier out biis
thanks, the bisilop eut hirn short, saying
cheerily :

IlWell, 1 may sec you agé:aiuî before you go.
At ariy rate, go bamle now and cat and get ta
bcd and ta slecp. Yaou yourig folks are so fond
af taking your troubles by whalcsahc; wlben you
are as oId 1 arnu vau wvill bc wviser. Perhaps-I
don't knowv- 1 niay have tinie for a word witb
vou to-ni orrow.

1-e wved bis lîand and departed wvh a
tranquil sinile; wvhile Selby. rnticb mystified,
and a littie disconcerted by this apparently

somnew'hat uuîcalled-lor cbeerl'ulness, returnedi
ta bis lodgings, followed tlie bishop's advice,
tvent ta bcd and slept from sler wveariness.

It was aiter ditîner and the bishop %'as in bis
library wvîth bis examiîîing ILbaplain opposite to
hini, talking over the variaus candidates.

The latter liad beer. telling tie story ai bis
aiternoon wvaIk, and it hiad gained, not hast, i
pathos froni bus graphie rccapittlation. Dr.
Fraser wvas hard-beaded anîd despised emation,
but lie %vas stirred iii spite af hiniseif; ),et lie
tvas angry enoughi al) the saine.

"'And the lonîg and the short of it is-" lie
begani.

''The longr and the short afit i s," unterrupted
bis cliief, ''tlîat you niust look over Selby's
papers again-indecd, 1 wmill bave a jook at thieni
myseli."

The chaplain ivas also an oid fricnd, and lie
did flot scruple ta grumble frccly as lie un-
eartlied the unfortutiate papers, and a blot
discussion followed, whuch ias finally ended
by thc bislîop saying:

I don't care-they are inaccurate here and
there, and he hasn't done enougli, but they
show talent; flashes af sonietiîing more than
talent, in fact, and carnestness of purpose.
I3esides, there is the feliow himseif. 1 don't
wvant mcei %vith brains only ici my diocese. 1
want heart and charaLter, and trîfles like those
wvhen 1 can get them. lt's no use fighting
against fate, Fraser; you"ve .goi to scrape hân
lb raug !h',

Il Weil, of course it's wvithin your lordship's
discretion," returncd the chaplain. doubling up
the papers wvith an air af asteuîtatious rebigna-
tion. "lBut 1 mutst say it's irrt!,-tiar-hifh.î
irregular."

If Ille proverbial tniunderbolt liad fallen av bis
feet, Austin Sehby could not have been mare
asîonishied titan wvhcu lie receivcd Dr. Fraser's
ýctter as he n'as lingcrizig aver bis breakfast on
the followving )narniîîg.

Ajthaugli yoîîr papers are not altagether up
ta tue requisite standard af nierit," wvrotc the
chapiain, "b is iardship considers that tlîey yct
show ev'idence ai intelligrence and indîustry, and
tbis, couplcd with bis personai k:îaw'edge of
yau and ai yaur somewhiat peculiar circum-
stances, lias determined bimi ta giv'e you the
benefît of a pass. Frain wbat tlic bishop lias
told nie about yau," finislied the warthy tx-
aminer, determined ta speak a word in seasan,
I do nat think you are tie kind of man

eiîber ta feziget or ta presunie on~ bis iordship's
undaubtcd leniency."

It is impGssiblc ta describe tlie revulsion froni
despair ta hope, from disbelief ta rezlisation
that swvept ox'er Selby's niind wben ait last he
succcedcd in canvincing himsclf tbat it nas a
fact and no delusive drcam that bad once niore
changed for him ail the horizon.

Sanie ycars 'Iater Selby wvas called upon ta
preach iii tue cathiedral af bis ordinatin. He
liad ahready made somethitig ai a clanme as a
powerful and cloquent preacher, though lie
clting toa closely ta bis work in the little out-
of-the-wvay F 'st End parisli ever ta beconie
fashionable. That evening, nt the bishop's
table, anc who knew bimi we'll vas describing
bis ceaseiess labours in the %vaste places lie wvas
strivingi. ta redeeni, aided and encouraged ini ail
bis efforts by the sister who liad donc so mucb
for him.

"And ta tliic ai the jugglery ive had ta
practise ta get bis papers througll," siglicd Dr.
Fraser, as if the nieniory of that irregttlarity
weciglbed uipon him stili.

IlJ1u liad, you nîcanii," retorted thc bishap,
with al twiuîkhc oi bis oye ; "for 1 lind tirevi-
ausly put Ibini through a uîîast diflicuit examîina-
tian, vîea vocc, and h consider tiat hie passcd.-
zvù'Iu Ifollorirx." ITIE END.]
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