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It was the age when men helieved in the 1i-
vine right of Kings, and when the liberty
and well-being of the subject were haut a se-
condary consideration. In church matters
some believed in the Divine right of the Pa.
pacy, others in the Divine right of Prelucy,
others in the Divine right of Presbytery, and
some in the Divine right of ecclesinstical
democracy, and each religious seet or o=
munity could not entertain the thouglt of
tolerating the existence of its rivale.  Thse
would be a sin. It was o duty to God and
to the commonwenl for the Papist to hurn
the heretical Protestant. It was equally
meritorious on the part of the Prelatist to
destroy the Presbyterian; aud our Cove-
nanting forefathers felt it to he their sacred
duty to “extirpate” prelatists and malig-
nants. The Independents during their shost
lease of power in Lngland did their best to
“extirpate’ rivalsects. They burntwitches
and Quakers in New England, as Papists
burnt hereties in the old world.  Indeed all
seets down to a comparatively recent period
fel it to be a sacved duty to burn or other-
wise destroy old women of wrinkled faces
and eccentric manners wnder the name of
witches.

But a strong reaction has taken place.
Scets that once had the liveliest faith in
witches hardly believe that there is a God.
Communions in which once death was the
punishment for nonconfurmity to mere vut-
ward ceremonies, now permit men who sap
the very foundations of the christian faith,
to enjoy the highest oftices in their gift with-
out any cfticient attempt to discipline them.
New England furnishes examples of the
first; Old England of the sccond :—Ger-
mauny of both.

In all communions the tendency of late
years has been to disregard discipline—to
forget that it is of Divine appointment,—
that it is one of those scriptural means and
ordinances which God has given for the per-
fecting of the mystieal body of Christ.

God has given hoth e¢ivil and ceclesiasti-
cal government for the well-being of human
society. Woe to the church or the state
that neglects that divine ordinance, or be-
comes unfaithful or unjust in its adminis-
tration! We areresponsible to Gud for the

exercise of it we must not let itlic mused ;'
and we are also vesponsible for its »iyht ex-
ereise.

The exercise of a godly discipline in the
House of God has, under His blessing, heen
one of the principal means in preseiving the
orthodoxy and purity of the Dreshyterian
chareh in its various branches and in many
conutries, It has never administered disti-
pline with the barsh crnelty with which it
was exerciserd in other churches, neither has
the reaction heen so violent in the opposite
dircetion.  Still the danger at present is on
the side of laxity, It lecomesusnsacharch
carefully to survey our position and act ac-
cordingly.  The fence must bekept up and
vepaired if the garden is o be preserved from
the ravages of wild Teasts. The noisome
weeds mist also be plucked ont if it is to be
for beauty and for praice and for goodly
fruit.  This is o work demanding great carve,
diseretion and tenderness.  Our clasreh has
acted wisely in appointing a large committee
for the preparing a Beok of Discipline ; and
that committee have done prudently not to
hrry their important work through. It is
well to avail oursclves as a church of the
experience of eother churches—just as &
voung Christian profits hy marking the steps
of those who ave riper in the Loz,
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I find that onc of the things from which k
shrunk has fallen to my lot—to he much in
print hefore the publie. llowever, hoping
that my heing so placed may be in some
humble measure conducive to the advance-
ment of those interests for which we should
be willing to live and die, X acquiesce.

Inmy lastI gave vou some details regard-
ing the meeting of the Reformed Preshyte-
vian Synod in Glasgow with a brief allusion
to the meeting of the United Presbyterian
Synod in Edinburgh. Xf my memory serves
me, Xhad the pleasure of attending near-
1y all the sederunts of that Synod. Let me
add further that through the kindness and
courtesy of Dr. Johnston, of Nicholson
Street Church, Edinburgh, £ had the privi-
lege and Lonour of sitting in that venerable
court us a corresponding member. I made



