
poser of all events bans important ends to «-ccomplish by ail that i,- transpir-
ing" and ive mr)y perhaps even now sec liow -m~l is likely te, rest>lt ili the

cmi.butthi dos nt dminsh oughit from the painfulness ofprtsent evens..

lIn looking nt this struggile as a dispensation oflDivine Provkdence. we re-
gard it as affording an instructive example of c3d~s retribttive jtmstice for
national sin. 'We need nlot say wlmnt Nve regard as *the great national sin of
flue United States. levery reader nt oDce responds siavery. Wle are not of
those who would indulgxe in indliscriminnte abuse of the Americani peopie for
the existence of'thiis wvoeful evii. We know liow it wasi;toue.ndnc
existig %ve ackînowledge the diffieulties conned with its remo'val. Nor
should ive demand that they shoid iinniediately and without regard te con-
scqtàený-es proclaim) universal emiatcipation. Ilad they ns a nation shown
any sense of the iwrongs; of the system-lind they been preparing 1bir Pman-
cipation and iakHng ati) meastu-es tow'ard its acconipli-suucnî, at a fuiture
thoughi distant date, wve shiolld hiold thiat tliey would have been entitied to,
the sympathy and encouragement of ail inteligent lovers offreedom and ]l-
nmanity. But it is too w~elI known thiat the course pursued lias been the very
opposite. For years the whole ineasures of the 8outh ivith regard to slave-
ry have been fraîned with a view to rivet the fetters of its tunhappy bondsmen.
it is now admutted 100, that for yeiurs the Soenti guided the policy of the g'e-
nerai govemament, which became thus dceply implicated in the- sin. By thue
iniquitous fugpitive Slave iaw, by te ivar witlk Mexico in te interest of the
slave power, and other measures of the samp nature, the whiole nmtion bas
become involved in the gyult of oppression. That there wcere many at the
Nortih faith)ful ini denouncing the evils of the system and in protesting ag2ainst
the subserviency of their government to it, we are happy te be able to
record; 'but this w'as far frora being the case ivitli the majority of tite North-
emii people. Iilad the moral influence of the North been broughit te bear
upon the South for the abolition of slavery, since the agitation of thequestioîn
commenced, we believe tliat the emancipation of the coloured race mighit
bave been effecteil ere this wihout disturbing society, and in a mannet' that
ivould have secured the welffhre of ail classes. At ail events tbe general gor-
verninent would have beca freed from ail complicity with this iniquity. As
it was hiowever by the votes of Northera men slavery mnaint'ained its influ-
ence in tlw-ir national affairs, and publie sentiment at the liorth w-as so de-
çidedly against ail agitation of the question. thiat anti-slavery mca wcre not
only a smai1 but an unpopuiar niinority. They were mnobbed, and ia someq
instances iost their lives by mob violence. And the Churches wet-e net only
silent, but ïêverend divines defended siavery from the Bible. Oae minister
of the higbiest standing in the Old Schiool Presbyterin Church, declared
thiat if one prayer -would secure the libcrty of ail the slaves in ilie United
StateS he would flot ofler it. Strangers wil scarcely credit the feeling whiclu
pmevailed on this subjett among the guides of religions sentiment la the
7United States. We knew an instance in one of' the ceiebrated noon.day
prayer meetings ln one of the principal cities., ivhere a request for prayer on
behaif' of' a frgitive slave, " that lhe nxigaht be savingly convertedl to God w-as
twice in succession tlirowa out and not ailoi'ed to' be read.

"Sh31all 1 îot visiL for these things3, saith the Lord: and shaih not My soul
be avengred on such a nation as this." Ail history as w-cil as te iword of God
of teachies, thiat nations may exp,-ct their sifis te be visited ivith nationail reti-
butions.' The proper retribution upon individuals is in thielife fo come. But
nations as such have, their existence oniy in the present lue, and if they are
Io bave retribution as nations, il mnust be. here below. And the more we


