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who wish te proféEs their f'aitl in Christ
and uhedience te his wîll. XVe are
plauting- and sowving the good beed in
hope, and 1 trust that yon vill unite

withi us in prayer te tGod for an abun-
dant incroase.

DFATII 0F SJIINA.

It is vrith deep regret that I ieform
.you ut' the deatt eof Simiona, the Same-
anr teaches'. LIe died of mieasies aed
.dysentery. lie was the. last o1fthe Sa-
anoan teacwýuer8 on this island. Ibis lufe
was that et' a christ&sn, and bis latter

ýend waLz .pc-.eu. Ilo was ene et thte two
teachers Y.hoex we fbund on this islt.ed,
whien Nve Iarded on it. The year arter
-otir arrival, ho returned te Samea, and
epen t between t;wo and th ree 'yea-rs there.
le came baec with a wvife and remaiuod
%xuth uis tintil his death. 1 t'oel his lo3s
rverv inuel. lie was a goed usian and
inucli esteeined hy the nxatives. Iies
eenrsistent cozîduet gave mucc weight te
Jius instructions. 1 wzm mccli aided by
luis valuiablo assistance. Hoe was unte ut'
Our ru] ing eiders and faitlhfully diefiarg-
ced his duties ns an office bearer iri the
(Church. 1 was inucl ataachied te hini,
as hoe rhared with us many et' the early
trials ut'the mission. His widow and
chjidren %vil& return te Samoa by the

.Johin IWilliaýnue."

11L7R.SING oF TUE C1IUC- TIAL OF

TrIE ESCENDIARY.

1 told yeu ia a former letter ef the
hurning ef ouir new Churel by an in-
eendiary. Vie dved was done when
nearly ail thec hiefs and most eof the
peuple were prestrate wit;h mesies and
dysentery. It wns traced tn a sinali
party of' natives f'roim different placeN,
whio lad huilt two or three houses a few
miles frenu tho harbour, to he near thé.
tînader.i. This party werc apprehendped
and examined in tare, and suspicion1 fl
on an elderly mari nnuned Niiang. It
%vas pruved that hie raid on one occasion
words te this efrect: 1. New is the time ;
let us bure the stone dhurcI whar, are
we about tInt wve don't do it?" and his
owc party all say that they believe hlma
te be the man wvIe did it. It is diffleult
te say what motive could have instigat-
ed tlic urrucg ofthe Churv-h. Itmigh)t
have heem dene front enmity te the gais-
pel ; er it miylit have heen doc from
the romains ut' supiýrstition during t;he
prevalence of a de-idiy diseâsz these
things comhined, if ne ether cause es-

is;ted, ivill accounit for it. At the time
whcn the (3hurch ivas buret, flie chiefs
wero vcry il], and the ineendiary no
doubt thought that mny of theru wntuld
die, end that he wvouId escape %çith impu-
nity. It was not intended that the matter
Bhruld bo tboroughly investlgated uintil
the Bicknes was over, but when rnnny
,of the chiefs began to recover, N/ n
manifl'sted great fear, and kept out of
the way. lus alarmn at last becamtre so
great, that lus own friend8 isaid that lit,
ineditated tiuicide. To prevent this lie
was tiade prisoner, and ivatehed until
the ehiefis could meet. .Xfter lie hnd
been a prisziier for about 10 dya boat
from -one of' tic ëandal wotud eili
monts, wetit in a Sahhath day fi)lid
m çitlî men whlo wcre armcd, and releaized
liin. The deed w;is donc while the
people were at Churcli. The nativvs
%vere mcceli enragcd, but 1 to!d tiienui
thatt the island itselt' vas a prison, froua
whichi Ni/hian « wuuld not bc able to es-
cape, and fir8t to let the nuattor stand
urit:l we had a visit of a mnnro-war. Il
thouglit tiat if the white men wiished te
have a quarrel ivith the natives, thuit
would ho the beet tiine for it;. There
was nothing donc until abouta month
age. On un( cairn day a eloud of.,rnoke
w'as Feen rising on the d:stant horizon,
and in a fewv hours more, Il. M. S. Pc-
lorus wvas at anchor Nvith Cojmmodore
Seymour on hoard, and the next day
Il. 2%. S. Cordelîa aLio mrade lier appear-
ance. The natives seon had Nihiarg
under arreet, and a meeting mwas heki,
attended by ail the chiers who were able
te coine. After spcnding nearly two
days over the case, they unanimous.y
agreed that N\ihian2 was the guulty ni,
and niost of them, thouglit that hoe
0ouglit te be put te deaili. At thiestage
cfr proceedings, Mr. Copeland sund 1
wcre ask-d to attend the meieting. As
the mani denied the crime laid te bis
charge and as thore was only circoîn-
stantial evid'fnce against himi, we urged
that ho shl otl- bcunisl-.cd for bis threèat
alone. Our adviee %vas talion, stri the
sentence agreed on %ras as follo'ws: thir-
ty lashies,' the confiscaiion of' hs lanud
and trocs, and hanishiment for lif e aa
romnote districtof'the isiand. Whientho
sentence 'wa announced, .Nihiang was
a happy inan, ns ho expered sonthing
more severe. This punishintnt iti only
for the thrcat, and the rhiefs havu an-
nounced thper in tention of punishing for
the kecd, if it should ever be known w.ho

M'te ý1jC1nC atib Sortigil Utrolb.


