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who wish to profess their faith in Christ
and ubedience to his will. We are
lanting and sowing the good seed in
ope, and T trust that you will unite
with us 1n prayer to Goed for an abua-
dant increase.

DEATH OF SIMIONA.

It is with deep regret that I inform
Jyou of the death of Stmiona, the Samo-
an teacher. He died of measles und
dysentery. iHe was the last of the Sa-
aoan teachers on this island. Ilis life
wag that of a christian, and his latter
end wae peace.  He was oue of the two
¢eachers wnom we found on this island,
when we landed on it. ‘The gear aflter
cour arrival, he returned to Sumea, and
spent between two and three years there,
lle came back with a wife and remained
with us vatil his death. 1 feel his loss
wery much. lle was a good 1ean and
wmuch esteemed by the oatives. His
consistent conduct gave much weight to
his instructions. I was much aided by
his valuable assistance. He was one of
our ruling elders and faithfully diecharg-
ed his duties as an office bearer in the
Church. 1 was much astached to him,
as he shared with us many of the early
trials ot the mission. His widow and
children will return to Samoa by the
4 John Williame.”

BURNING OF THE CHURCH~TRIAL OF
THE INCENDIARY,

1 told you in a furmer letter of the
burning ot our new Chuarch by an in-
cendiary. The deed was done when
nearly all the chiefs and most of the
people were prostrate with measles and
dysentery. 1t was traced to a smalf
party of nalives from different places,
who had built two or three houees & few
miles from the harbour, to he near the
tiaders. This party were apprehended
and examined in tarn, and suspicion fell
on an elderly man nawed MNhiang. It
was proved that he said on one oceasion
words to this effect: ¢ Now is the time ;
Jet as burn the stone chureh ; what are
we about that we don’t do it?"” and his
own party all say that they believe him
to be the man whodid it. ~Ieis difficalt
to say what motive could have instigat-
ed the Lurming of the Church,  Itmight
have been done from enmity to the gos-
pel ; or it might have been done from
the remains of superstition during the
prevalence of a deadly discase: these
things combined, if no other cause ex-

isted, will eccount for it, At the time
when the Church was burnt, the chicfs
were very ill, and the incendiary no
doubt thought that many of them would
die, end that he would escape with impu-
nity. It was not intended that the matter
should be shoroughly investigated until
the sickness was over, but when many
of the chiefs began to recover, Nifang
manifested great fear, and kept out of
the way. Ifis alarm at last Leeawme so
great, that his own friends said that he
meditated snicide. To prevent this he
was made prisoner, and watched until
the chiefs could meet. After he had
been a prissner for about 10 days, a boat
from one of the eandal woud estabiish-
ments, went in a Subbath day filled
with men who were armed, and released
himm. The deed wus done while the
people were at Church. The natives
were much enraged, but I told them
that the island itself was a prison, {rom
which Nikiang would not be able to cs-
cape, uod first to let the matter stand
unt:! we had a visit of & man-of-war.

thought that if the white men wished to
have a quarrel with the natives, that
would be the best time for it. There
was nothing done until about a month
ago. On onc calm day a cloud of smoke
was seen rising on the dlstant horizon,
and in a few hours more, 1. M. S. Pe-
lorus was at anchor with Commodore
Seymour on hoard, and the next day
H. M. S. Cordchaalso made her appear-
ance. The natives soon had Niliang
under arreet, and a meeting was beld,
attended by all the chiefs who wereable
to come. After spending nearly two
days over the case, they unanimously
agreed that Nihiong was the gailty man,
and most of them thought that he
ought to be put to death. At thiestage
of proceedings, Mr. Copcland and I
were asked to attend the meeting. As
tke man denied the crime laid to his
charge and as there was only circum-
stantial evidence against him, we vrged
that he should be punisted for his threat
alone. Quradvice was taken, una the
sentence agreed on was as follows @ thir-
ty lashes, the confiscation of his land
and trecs, and banishment for life {o o
remote district of the island.  When the
sentence was announced, Nikiang was
a happy man, as he expected something
more gevere.  This punishwent is only
for the threat, and the ehiefs bhave an-
nounced their intention of punishing for
the deed, if it should ever be known whe



