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MEMOIR OF M. JEAN FREDERIC OBERLIN. 1

subdue their ardour, and check their ' people, who were averse to all inno-
progress. 'We are happy in present- ' vation, much good resulted from these
ing to the notice of our readers some , measures : the parents saw that the
account of one whose life realized | progress of their childven was. much
the truth of these observatious.—M. more rapid than it had before been,
Jean Frederic Oberlin, the Pastor of | and by degrees learned to appreciate
the Ban dela RI::c}‘ie, was a n;:mbwho theb :Ildwsxlr:m;l;:es t.lleydnow e{ljg);f:d.
will ever be ranked amoag the bene- . Oberlin was descended from a
factors of his race. learned family at Strasburg, in the
The Ban de la Roche, in the de- | university of which town he received
partment of the Vosges, is a moun- | his education. Having determined
tainous district in the N.E. extremity | to devote his talents to the cause of
of dF rzlt)nce, %ré I;)he l.)lord%'s off [()}ex:manir‘,; ;‘)ehiglfm,ll;z 7becalx;e pastorl ‘Zlf (Y‘;‘ald-
and about miles E. of Paris. ach in . Here, secluded from
consists of two p:lxrishes, }{otl(llau at]ul | ]sqciety, and almost oililt of the reach of
Waldbach : Rothaun is placed at the | his connexions, a fine opportunity
height of 1360 feet above the level of ! presented itself of prosecuting his li-
:he sea, and Waldbach at about 1800. ! terary researches to an extent which
A hundred years ago, this country | in a more public situaticn would have
syi')lls um;;ltivated, a;ld s.tlzz‘nrcely.aciies- been impr:;?t[icab{? :I‘htq temptatioln
sible.  Four-score families gained a | was powerful and fascinating,—a cul-
scanty subsistence from its precarious | tivated mind must have felt its force.
produce, but lived in a state of de- | But Qbeth was swayt;d by nobler
plorable wretchiedness, being destitute | motives. As soon as he perceived
of all the comforts, and provided with | the sitnation of his parish, and the
but few of the necessaries, of life. | great room for improvement, his re-
Now, the population consists of up- | solution was formed. The good of
wards of three thousand, who procure | his flock became the paramount ob-
their livelihood by the labours of ag- | ject of l}ls regard ; to them 1‘h!:«'. best
riculture and manufacture,and appear | energies were devoted ; for fheir wel-
;o be in eve:iy res";l)‘(}al(_:t ] con:er}l]ted and :?)‘]f 'tl::l e]al'):r)]l(llreid ]\yltlzi ;1;“:2&“1?1
happy people. is great change is ci ; and he live e his
to bl()eychieﬂy ascribed to the philan- , exertions crowned with success.
thropic exert}ous ofdlif. g)ber]in, vlvho ‘ \}]Ylnen this (las;'imab.le mar;l entered
was pastor of Waldbach more than | on his pastoral functions, there was
half a century. not one school-house in all the five
Oberlin’s predecessor, M. Stouber, | villages of his parish. A miserable
began the work of reformation.— | hut, with one little room, was the only
Rightly judging thata good education | accommodation afforded. This_dif-
is the basis of all social improvement, | ficulty was soon removed. Partly at
he directed his attention in the first | his own expense, and partly by the
m]stance to the state of the schools. as:ngtancg of soae lgnevolent frlendg
He found them miserably conducted : | at Strasburg, M. Oberlin procure
the masters themselves could neither | the erection of a suitable building in
r}tlaad corre:'cllj)r nor w]rite legibly ;daln)d on; of the vil]aig],res. In t]}xe course Qf
the time of the pupils was wasted by | a few years the example was imi-
anentire want of method. M. Stouber | tated, and there is not now a village
instructed the masters, and at his own | without a school-house. Having en-
ﬁ);ip(;?lfe brought a ttezu;ltner .f'r:mdtlie | gfhg;e‘i- cl\o/}n%;er:ti' maste:‘ 1:;(:;1 su:fxz:
px’o%erorlrll‘gggs f)?‘u:u;‘t)i,on? isIJto\vx‘:ﬁ ! the (;;ﬁbl’dre;l shoizlcllnb:(?rs: some degree
standing the prejudices of an ignorant l prepared for the instruction they



