1.4 THE COLONIAL CHURCHMAN.
Voat a hat full.  And while I stoad thus vating, 1 to seein you the shining of the furnace, the charac- |What, again, 18 experience without doctrine? It isa
said Mister, how do yo manage to keep your peach- ter of our God visibly rellected in you, Ve look for religion of feeling— a rehgion of delusion—fostered by*
es *" « Keep them,” saul he, and starcd at me— this mauifestation mainty in the grand object of your|excitement, instead of connected with priuciple —a
¢ \What dn you mean>  Yes, sir, said I—' dont the ministration—the exaltation of Christ. ‘T'his is the|mere ignis faluus, instead of the ¢ light of hfe"—
boys steal them >« Boys stenl them?” said he--object for winch we are to live —to set uo Christ, linducing a'spiritual ¢ confidence in the flesh® .
¢ mo indeed ™ Why, sir, saul T, T have a whola lot and none heside him, before our people ; Christ forlctead of a ¢ rejmc.ag in Chust Jesus,”  What is
full of peaches, and | cannot get half of them,— here us, the ground of our faith; Christ in vs, the life ofrexperience without practice? It shows only the
the ol man’s voica grew tremulous-- because the our souls ; bis blood and righteousness, the matter ofipower of impulse, instead of permanent habits, and
bays in my Parish steal them so 2— Why, sir.” our truct ; his Spirit, the quickemng principle of onrtlesves the man the wretched victim of his own de-
said he, *¢dont their parenls teach them not fo sleal?”? souls; Christ, * the way, the truth, and the life ;”|lusions. Thus, again, what is practice without doc-
And I grew all overin A cold sweat and Itold him Christ, the refuge and consolation, the presant aud trine, but ¢ the body without the spirit, which is
1 was afraid they did’nt.”? ¢ Why how you talk,” eternal salvation of his puaple. Ah! when we lank {dead 2"’ without expesience —mere external formahty,
caid the man, *¢ tell me where you live,” Then saidigt the hopes of a fallen world centering in him, this wholly destitute of the joy and peace of believing in
Father Morris—the tears running over--I was oblig- fixes our purpose, not to ** know any thing but Jesus|Chtist? We bring the matter to a very simple point,
ed to tell him I lived in the town of G—. After Christ, and lnm crucified;” this gives to us our text, when we connect every feeling, and every obligation
this Father Morris kept his peaches. this furnishes the materials of our sermon, this brings with a continual contemplation ot Clrist, and an e
Ourold friend was not less origimal inthe logical,than:out the commanding truths of the Gospel, this exbi- tire dependence on him, * rejoicing with joy unspeak.
in the illustrative portions of his discourses. His lo-bits a revived Gospel before the Church, in a more(able aud full of glory,” that ** all our springs are in
e was of the familiar, colloquial kind, which shakes vivid apprehension of the person, glory, and work of him.” ’
hands with common sense like an old friead. Some- Christ. 1 am led to dwell upon this point, because, 0 far
times lon, his great mind and great heert would be!  In adverting, howevr, to this poiot, I would stateas my own obsetvations have gone, I have uniformly
poured out on the vast scheme of religion, in the lan-itwo featutes essential to a complete ministration ofimarked instability of profession to be combined with
guage which, though homely, produced all the effects the Goapel. partisl views of Scripture, a sort of favouritism of
of the sublime. He once preached a discourse on| Fuirst, that it should be @ continually advancing min- Scripture, Sometimes it may be docirines, or some
the text, the * High and Holy One that inhabiteth {stration. ‘Fhough the whola substance of our message particular _doctrines. Sometines it may be the
cternity.”? And from the beginning to the end, it‘i, coutained in the single sentence—! Christ Jesus propheticsl paits of the Word —thoss parts that give
was a train of solemn thought. With his usual sim-jcame into the world to save sinners,”’—jyet who does oceasion to the indulgence of speculation, or which
ple earnestness and his great rolling voice, he toldnat know that in this compass is concinded the jufi-|sct more dirzctly upon the imsgination,than upon the
about the Great God—the great Jehovah, and how pite and eternal love of God—=* the height and depth, conscience and the couduct. Itis very difficuit to
the people 10 this world were flustering and worrying,'and length, and breadth of that love which passeth preserve 8 well-Dalanced mind in the reception or
and afraid they should not get time to do tiis, andiknowledge?” If we might be satisfied with having dispensation of the Gospel. Where no pusitive error
that, and t'other. ¢ But,” he added, with full heart-ig family of little children, « begotten in tha Gospel,” is introduced, important truths are too often misplac-
ed satisfaction, the Lord is never ina hurry ; be bas,instead of training up young tuen as the strength, and ed, or stretched beyoud their scriptural dimensions.
it all to do, but he has time enough for be inhnhi-‘fﬂhe,-s as the stay, of the Church,—then it may be It matters little which be the favourite point, A par-
teth eternity,” And the grand ides of infinite lei-{aufficient to deal out the elementary truths of God.ltial exhibition must be ineffectual, We can never
sure, and Almighty resources, was carried through|But, if our souls grow, our ministry will grow. Ifjuphold a stedfast consistency of conduct, except as
the sermon with equal strength and simplicity. we regard the real welfare of our people, we shall{ccnnected with a whole Christ, and a whole revela.
But the savings and doings of this good old man, ¢c 29 on to pe,fecgion,” in the exercise of the work, ion of God. . . ;
as reported in the legends of the neighborhood, arei«t not laying agsin the foundation,” so as to stop Does not this view—slight as it is—bring out the |
mora than can be gathered or reported. He lived there; but building up” our peopie ‘‘ upon theic|practical conviction, thatit is no light or trifling mat- |
far beyond the common age of man, and continued,‘mmt holy faith.” We are to ¢ speak to them the ter to preach the Gospel? See how it exercised all ;
when age had impaired his powers, to tell over and:isdom of God ina mystery;” that they may not the wisdom—all the energy—of the great apostle!— |
over again the same Bible stories, that he had (oldionly ¢ receive Christ Jesus the Lord ;" but that|® Who is sufficient for these things?” ‘
over before. ‘the may * walk in him, rooted and built in him, 1 canpot but hope, dear brethren, that our minds
1t was not many years after, that this simple and.gnd stablished in the faith;” adding to their faith,}are deeply impressed with the grand moment of this
Joving servant of Christ was gathered in peace untoic knowledge:” forgetting the things that are be- matter—that: it ‘does command the bést feelings,
Him whom heloved. His nsme is fast passing fromip:ng and veaching forth,” in the path of heaven,— and the warmest glow of our hearts. But it calls for
remembrance; and in a few years, his memory, like'et 4o 'the things that are before.” This, my deagimuch murs than this. 1t involves the responsibility
his humble grave, will be entirely grown over and giends, T feel to be a matter of very primary mo-|of the cultivation of all our talents, the enriching of
furgolten among men, though it will be held in ever- oy, The exercise of it must lead us from Sabbathjour minds, the concentration of every power of man,
Jasting remembrance by Him who © forgetteth n0t'o Sabbath, and from year to yesr, to advance fec - the redemption and improvement ot al our time, to
his sercants,” and in whose sight the death of hi"general statements to more detailed and enlarged ex- be consecrated to this primary work. ~Those who
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sainls is precious. *poaitions ; to descend into a more minute contact|feel that less than this entire all is.needed—that pre-
s with the sympathies of God’s people; to describe nog’paratlon. and tiought, und exercise are matters of
MINISTERIAL. merely the person of Clrist, but, as in the book of{small concern,have never realizad those views of the

sacred office, which (speaking for myself) I desire
daily to impress more vividly upon my own mind,
There is often much delusive misconception on this

— (Canticles, bis very features; as in the Epistle to the

AN ADDRESS MADE TO THE IRISH CLERGY, AT THE RO- Hebrews, all the Office characters conuected with
i lude to tbis point withoutthe deep-

TUNDA, IN DUBLIN, BY THE REV. CHARLES BRIDGES, him. 1. cannot sl . ot
M. A., VIGAR OF oLD NEWTON. ‘est humiliation before God. Oftea have I been tempt- point arising from natural causes. Fluency of utter-

. . ; inistrations of the last few yeurs|3nCe for example, stands with some ministers asa
. Belm:ed }athfi“. an‘(.l B’eth(;e{‘»*““ Iham W;)lll} iongfh;;’g““o?’g:‘tig‘: t':;:::;abe 2:riptul:'ally accura’fe in|Welcome and indolent substitute for more laborious
m \real\ne;s, a}\ lmth earl. byt n :lr}ucb t;em ing.” i heir character) to the flames. But 1 have felt the|work. This, indeed, when it opens the communica-
1 ca‘nnot f“tt ;ei‘ ladt an sla(rl\, mg't.e f re man|y *'reservation of so humbling a memorial of scantyltion with a well-stored mind, is 2 most valuable gift.
at whose e; ; ou ‘"g“ _%: y S by '“‘;_ ouly nowledge to be useful to me. 1 have thought it But, apart from this resource it isa most serious evil
thank yonl ;‘ar t ]e st'rflnght ening sympathy of youri 1 mportant by this means to mark continual pro- tothe individual, and a starvinginjury to the Church.
prayers, }avle on;ig 1t esetma:x) years to see g‘oui press, or otherwise, in thought and experience. I It Jeads to the habit of saying a great deal, when
I'Urt 0:) thoug ‘t c&“t ;‘“P"‘Z"z:‘z you af".‘" 55"::)“3_ Eive looked also prospectively to make a valuable|we have very little to say. It leads us to mistake 2
g;‘ t b"‘ trus “:8__, ;_’ 'the ‘:l“is e e ‘;0";‘ ‘:,’ eth tge use of it in future time, by filling up the mechanism flow of words for solid instruction. It exhihits 2
ther by our ""‘“}: Y an b° th _f‘“ “f:'; da wej o richer moulding—the result of more deep in. [library of duplicates, instead of a well-assorted stock
are come toget ll"' ‘;: J?? hy h e witlo od, may) rought influence of Divine teaching. But,be thatas of theology, or an ill furnished house, crammed with
ve‘;gxll; e:'xcI Ok":lr co re r:; es a Church in the fel- it way may, the real vesponsibility belonging to us is, |2 multitude of articles, but most of them of the same
] : mfctlco e‘r up no,\;" ; a It morn L(‘):d V:’e not merely to preach, but ¢ fo Julfil the word of kind. Now the results can obviously never, stretch
ho‘“ p o d‘e 3“_“"}“85 ur : 3“ p tampeal 608 s to be going on in a course of expansion aod beyond a little temporary interest and excitement,

ave viewed you in the consecrs ed furnace, stamped) 1, By pent, # warniog every man, and teaching|While there is nothing here of permanent edification
with the specia! seal of God’s election, the cheering Il wisdom,” mot satisfied with \hejto feed the Church of God. An eminent minister

) - co Elevery man in 2 e . h
:i:i‘gve :ﬁag? 'gud’°::,,:n;."ﬁp’;:";§u ‘,‘, th\e VSP'C"',‘mgf “ﬂyy stage of the Christian life, hut *¢ that we may velinquished for a while the practice of extemport

T ; i » preaching, because he often detected himself tob
therefore, not to sympathise with your sorrows, put{Present every i perfectin Christ Jesus speaking with.out thought, knowledge, experience, 0

to join in your songs of praise—* Thou causest men Secondly, 1 would suggest the imporiance of a com~ judgment; and though I do not see it necessary t
10 ide over our heads; we went through fire andplele ministralion of the Gospel. follow his example, yet the spirit of it is greatiy t
thronzh water, snd thou broughtest us out into 3| This would include three points, suited to the com-'be cherished. My heart trembles under the reco!
wealthy place.” _ lplex character of man. There is doctrine for the|lection, that the mischief of one crude sentenceinth

TRess with me, however, dear brethren, while Uihead, experience for the heart, practice for the lifelpulpit may spread throughout eternity. Whatisd
bring before you one practical recollection connect-jand conversation. Take one or two of these thingsllivered, therefore, as from the mouth of God, need
»d4 with the Lord’s dispensation with you. ‘‘Thejseparatoly, and what a poor, starsing, ineffective|to be weighed and examined with the most deep an
Refiner purifies the sons of Levi, and purges them atministration it iv ! What are docirincs without expe- considerate study. As to myself, I confess that
gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord|vicnce, but dry, abstract notions?  What are they [should as soon think of building an house from th
an offeting in tighteoustess.” We Jook therefore|without practice, but Antinomian ungodliness?—{result of my own unassisted labour, ora navy ffo




