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SOUTH SEA ISLANDS.¥
By Jobhn Willia}ms, of the London Missionary Society.
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_ The first favourable impression at Aitutaki
made by a tour through the i-land.

The teachers stayed a few days at every dictrict,
conversing with the people, and teaching them the al-
pl.xahet, and the Lord’s prayer. On reaching the
district of Tavtu, they beld, in the presence of a great
assemblage ol people, an argument with an old jriest,
who vociferated, ¢ Te—erui made all lands, he made
Aitatuki; and after he hud made it he gave it its pre-
sent form, by moulding it with his hands.”  ‘The
teachers auswered, that it was nct sa; thst God alone
had power tocreate, and that he made Aitutaki, and
every oiher land. The priest continued vocifersting
upon the ‘greatness of Te-erui, and asserted that he
was the first man. The teachers »sked him vbho was
Te.erui’s parert. He replied, ** O Tetareva.” They
then inquired of him whence Tetareva came; hesaid,
““ From Avaiki.” They desired to know where Ava.

iki was; he said, “Iti s - i A !
’ I It is beneath: Te-larcva climbed had shrouded the by-gone genera‘ions of tins verdant!nit particularly distingwmished amorg 1l

up (rom it; and because he arrived at the top he was
called by that name;” whereupon the teacleis said,
¢ This land, then was made before Te-lareva arrived?
“*Most certainly,” replied the priest. © Then,” con-
tinued they, ““how can Te-erui be the makee of a
land, which you ray was made before even his pa-

rent Te-tareva came vp from beneath?”” This ap-'stroyed,

peared to perplex the priest,and he was silent. They
then addressed the assembled multitude, upon the be-
ing of God, affirming, that before any thing was
made he only esisted, and that he was without be-

ginning, and is without end. TFrom this topic they |

proceeded to speak of angels, and of one portion of]
them falling from their ariginal happiness, which was
followed by a detailed account of the creation of the
world, All this was new to the people; and the in-
terest excited by the announcement appears to have
been irtense; for, if the slightest noise was made,
there was a general cry of, “ Be still, be still, let
us hear.” Thus encouraged, the teachers went on

to describe the creati : thei o . o . :
ing placed in t;‘l:el;t;ggetz’f Z?FE%rSt Pat'ifn.ts’t;?e:rbe_‘r the Gospel to that lsland: On arriving at it, these|ly strengthened,
° en ; their transgres-iy . qovoted men, as Papeiha bud done before them, ga : —

sion, with its consquences ;-and the love of God iu
giving his dear Son, to diea sacrifice for sinful man.
On hearing which, they exclaimed, with one accord,
“ Surely this is the truth; oursis all deceit.” TFrom
that time many began tolisten attentively, and to be-
lieve what they heard.— Pp. 65—67.

As at Tahiti, so at Aitutaki the downfall of idola-
try was accelerated by ordinary occurrences,ia which,
however, a Divine agency wds too conspicuous to es-
cape observation, So general and powerful was the
impression on the minds of the people of Aitutaki,
by the circumstances I have narrated, that on the
Sabbath duy after the death of the chief’s daughter.
the people of several districts came, cast their idols
at the feet of the teachers, and professed themselves
worshippers of Jehovab. During the week the rest
followed; so that, by the next Sabbath, not a profess-
ed idolater remained in the whole island. On the
third Sabbath in December, just about fifteen months
after the teachers landed on their shores, they had
the delightful satisfaction of seeing the whole of the
inhabitants convened to wership the One living and
true God. Having no house which would contain so
great a number of people, they assembled under the
shade of a grove of Barringtonia and mape, or ches-
nut trees, whose interwoven leaves and thick foliage
were at intervals penetrated by the rays of the sun,
while the cooling breeze from the ocean swept soltly
among the branches.

At the conclusion of the services of this memora-
ble day, Papeiha requested the people to attend a
general meeting which way to be held on the follow-
ing morning, when subjects of importance would be
brought before them, At the appointed bhour, the
whole of the inhabitants of the island assembled, and
after having spoken to them of the immense labour
they forme:ly bestowed in the erection of their ma-
raes, and in the worship of their false gods, he ex-
horted them to let their ¢‘ strength, devotedness, and

*Concluded.

stedfastness, in the service of the true God, far ex-Inumbers can read. Family aud private p

ceed.” He then made the two following yroposi-:

'tions:—first, ** That all the maiaes in theisland should! our last visit; neither war

‘be burned, andthat all the remsining idols shou'd,

{be brought to him, in order that he' might forward defight, and the bodies of thei
wes them to us st Raiatea, that we, with our people, ed the horrille repast at the conclusion

gugement.”

|might also rejoice in the triumphs of the word.”,
The second propoition was, < That they shoul”
commence immediately tuilding a house io which to’
worship Jehovah.”” ~ To both of these proposals
{the assembled multitude yielded their cordial assent.!
As soon as the meeting broke up, a geveral confla-;
gration of the maraes took place; and so complete!
was the destruction, that, on the following morning,
not a single idol temple remained urmutilated.

The whole popt:lation then camein proce ssion,district;
|after district, the chief and priest leading the way, and:
the peoy le foillowing them, bearing thejrrejected idols,.
which thiy la'd at the teachers’ feet, and then receiv-,
ed from them in return a few copies of the gospels!
and elementery bocks. Thus v.ere the lsbours of
[{wo compara:ively weak instruments rendered ¢ migh-
ty through God” in eflecting the ulter overthrow of,
an idofatry, dark, debasing, and sanguivary, which,

ittle island, aod beld them bound iu its fetters.—Pp.,
2—-"71.

Things, however, were not always thus prospe-

. . R }
rous. At Mangaia, an island euly visited ouce be-
'fure, by Cook, the missionaries were nearly de-

Thus our pleasing anticipations were frustrated,and
our poor people suffered the ‘‘ loss of all things,” in
sttempting to introduce the Gospel into this island.

We left the island with feelings of deep regret,
'but resolved to embrace the first opportunity of send-
iing two single men, who, we had every reacwon to
thope, woult suffer no ether inconvenience than the
[loss of their property. A few months after our re-
'turn to Raiatea, the deputstion intending to touch at
lMangaia, onthe way to New South Wales, it wus
'determined that several teachers should accompany
‘them. Davida and Tiere, two unmarried members,
‘of the church at Tahaa, otfered their services to car-,

leaped into the sea and swam to the shore, taking no-|
thing with them but the light dresses which they wore,,
d a portion of the New Testament in the Tabhitian!

|
.an

(Janguage, which was carefully wrapt up and tied upon
their heads. Contrary to expectation, they were
kindly received, an’ aflicting dispensation of Provi-|
deuce having very wmuch subdued the violent spirit‘
of the people, and prepared the way before them; for:
soon after our visit, a disease broke out which was'
excsedingly fatal; the infant and the aged, the chief-
tain and the peasant, fell alike beneath its deadly in-;
fluence. Ascribing this calamitous visitation to the,
vengeance of the ‘“ God of the strangers,” whom
they had ill treated, they collected all the property
they had taken from us, and castit into &n immense
cavern in one of the mountains ; making a vow to’
¢ the God of the strangers,” that ¢ if he would sus-!
pend the execution of bis vengeance, and conduct his|
worshippers again to their island,they would receive|
them kindly, and give them food to est.”

Thus again we had the pleasing task of recognising
the timely interposition of an all-wise and overruling
Providence, adapting the means he employs to the
circumstances of the people whose minds are to be
influenced. And it must he allowed that the event
just narrated was caleulated to produce as powerful
an impression upon the minds of such a people, as if
they had been eye-witnesses to a miraculous display
of Divine power.—Pp. 80—82. ‘

We have no room for any account ef the discove-
ry of Rarotonga; but the following extract from avo-
ther Missionary’s (Mr. Bourne) report about Aituta-
ki and Rarotonga, will be read with satisfaction.

In reference to Aitutaki, Mr. Bourne says—* They
have builta corsl pier, six bundred feet in length,
and eighteen feet in bresdth. The number of plas-
tered houses in the settlement is one hundred and
forty-four, in many of which are bed:teads and sofas.
The female teachers have taught the women to make

good bonnets. They are diligent in learning and:
)
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Respecting Ratotonga, after havirg
count of the large congregation to w hich
the rumbers he baptized, &c., Mr. Bourn
« Much has been said in Europe, &c¢., €0
the success of the Gospe} in Tahti and ‘!‘e
f<lands, but it is nct to be compared with {t* ‘:ri”'
in Rarctonga. o Tehitd, European Mi.‘sl"“a,‘t
boured for fifteen long years before the k;h"“
appesred.  DBut two years ago Rarotongd _‘"‘ecw’
known to exist, was netmaiked inany O“hoef‘"
and we gpeut much time in traversirg the ’“,»#
search of it. ‘P wo years ¢go the Rarom"ghaﬂ‘
not know that there was such good news as U e

o
pel.  And now I scruple not to say, that 1helff’,ﬂ
tion to tie means of grace, their regard ot

and privete prayer, equals whatever Las bf’e“ ”gﬁﬁ
ed +t Tabiti and is astonishings Two pativ® |
seir ¢ ot
trymen for i telligence, have been the im"'.":e l”‘;
« flecting this wonderful change, and thot be"qll“d'

gle Missionary had sct his foot upon the ® o{"
could not help earnestly desiring the prt’s"“.cs

brother Williams, that as we shared in the die }",

. . soht
ments experienced in our last voyage, we >
rﬁ”

wio
the joy which the change that has sinee

take?
is calculated to produee.”’—Pp. 111, 112.

We quote the next extract,in erder 0 co"? y
impression mede upon us asto the necessity ou,‘l
Missionary being able to converse in the laﬂif §
tte people whom he visits. This impressiof I‘vc ¥
on us by the private reports of those whe hbgw.
boured in the East; and we have little d‘w‘,h‘f"
the same necessity has been experienced el#
and if'so, the argument in favour of the P,l"; "
the Church of England pursues, in estabmh. o
Colleges,as those of Calcutta and Barbad*’e"g‘
Mr. Williams speaks ©

&

The people were exeeedirgly kind to B% ’:‘h;
gent in their attendance st the schools, 87 ; 'ﬂ’
means of grace. They made, however, " .8 p
tle progre:s in reading; and we considel"‘d “h}‘l‘:{‘
scholars, compared with their sprightly b'ﬁ,‘y
the Society lslands. Indeed it was to us® Q'f
astonishient that not a single person 17 'b"h“
could read, although the teachers assured “s“it’ I
been unremitting io their endeavours to inotF
Itis true they were teaching them in T8l 6ty
was our wish to extend the use of that di# in""y
as possible; but not succeeding, we dete?! oiw
mediately on preparing some books in t*'elrled" [
guage ; and with this view I drew up 8" . ‘ﬂdr
work, aud translated the Gospel of thw‘. f
Epi-tle to the Galatians, which were P oty
months after ; and from the moment the P e il
ceived books in their own dialect, their l-’ofher;'
been so rapid, that,at the present lim?s‘ R
grester number of persons who can read ‘i O
2a than st apy other of our stutions ; and v ﬂf",
add, that I think it a circumstance of 'el:“ucéd /
currence that a religious impression is P 515’
the minda of a pevple, except by addressi®®
their mother tongue.—Pp. 121, 122.

DUKE OF susgsE? ¥

The sentiment which the Duke of Susse® ::‘[;k’;
a deputation of Dissenters in London, ought oV 52/
His royal highness said, “ Gentlemen, [am? '1‘,

old, 35 of these I bave spent in indisposi ‘qn'k/'»"’:,l
men, that sobers a man—that makes him lb'e’“rl‘/
1 ”c: ﬁ‘

rects many of the opinions he might have
It has done so with me.

houts }
[0 ‘ha‘ po

peco™,

former years. ;
every morning alone Lo read for tw 0
before breakfast ; and if any man reads ‘_‘,“ s
ought, be himsell will in some measure oﬂ“‘m:
by it.”  His highness's biblical library 3 °SW
Bibles in different tongues and editiong, 8" 2 C

be worth from £40,000 to £30,000,—Lend?
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