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REV. JAMES CHALMERS, NEW:
GUINEA., ;

One of tho foremost among that small
band of brave men by whose efforts the
savages of Papua, or New Guinea, arc
rapidly being won to Christianity, is Rev.
James Chalmers.

Ie possesses qualitics which are like so
many passports to the bearer in tho midst
of a barbarous people. Attractive in ap-
poarance, above the average height, - of
strong physique, a frank and manly bear-
ing veiled by an indefinable expression of
modesty, presenting n personality to which
the ‘most . treacherous cannibals at once
give their favor, and soon after their con-
fidence—these . qualities, combined - with
greab courage, tact, and knowledge of na-
tive life and ideas, have cnabled him to
penetrate intu regions hitherto untrod by
the white man. S e ke T
.. It may be of interost: to montion a fow
circumstances in Mr, Chalmer’s history
priorsto his becoming a missionary in
Papua. Ho was born in 1841 ab Ardris-
haig, Argyleshire, and became a member of
the United Presbyterian Church in 1860.
After acourse of study at Cheshunt College
and Highgate, he was appointed to Raro-
tongn. Havingmarried Miss.J. R. Hereus, he
sailed from London in the “‘John Willians”
in tho month of January, 1866, At
Ancityum the ship struck on a reef, and
returned to Sydnoy for repairs. - After
visiting several of the stations, she was
wrecked on the island of Niue, with some
of the missionary party on bo:u'd.‘f""l“hcy
ultimataly avrived at Rarotonga in May,
1867. Tu July of the snme year, the Rev.
K. R. Wi Krause returned to England, leav-
ing the  Mission in Mr. Chalmers’ charge.
Here he conducted the pastoral work in
the native churches, also the Thevlugical
JInstitution for training native preachors,
;‘m‘\.d' the variousschools on the Island, Hav-
ing been appointed to New Guinea, he left
Rarotonga in May, 1878, .

After some. preliminary labors and early
troubles on Suau, or Stacey island, and
the mainland,; lie began his journeys, ac-
companied by Mrs, Chalmers, ameng tribes
supposed to behostile, travelling unarmed,
trusting l;u.l]-lim in whose work he was en-
g@gct]. e says, “Only once in New
Guines have 1 éatried a weapon, and then
wo, had spears thrown at us.” ' Mrs.
Chalmers had-the happy art of drawing the
sivages to her, and of inspiring confidence.
She seomed fearless, aud. made these wild
children of naturo greatly respect her,
Resolute in chm-i{ctgr, no circunistances of
a'scemingly untoward nature could turn
hor: aside from thée plain path; of " duty.
When-hei. friends in Australin tried ‘to
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-with my husband.”> .

'| persuade her to remain there for a year or

two, while Mr. Chalmers selected a posi-
tion and:prepared a home, *her’firm ‘reply
was, “Nol'my. place and my duty are

After five- weeks’ journeying, -during,
which they had very great difticulty in ob-
taining bearers, they were detained for
somo time at Unkinumir. 7:Onc night, after
all in the village had retiredi:to rest, a
peculiar noise was heard, as of some one in
greab distress; then loud .speaking in a
falsetto voice, and all knew bl;:{.bé;ht_;y had
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a spiritist near, and x'c\'91§p’ti()lls were about
to be made.. . The travelling.party were all
named, and the places :pllley"ivg:rc to visib,
Mr. Chalmers felt :‘mxioué, for if there-
velation should. be the least doubtful, no
native would go with them. However, it
was all right, they were good men‘and
kind, .and the villagers would all willingly
receive'theml. * The influence of the tribal
chiefs has been quite undermined by these
sorcerers, until scarco any are loft to wicld
authority. . Now, however, thie real power
along tho - coast covered by.the Mission

¢ Everywhore Tamate’s influenco is su-

.calms and drives away their fears-with a
power which:

stations is’ oxercised by Mr. Chalmers, and
alsoin mfmy places far inland, for,under the
name of. * Tamate” (teacher), .he is he-
lovéd by all. "Everywhere “maino”
(peace) folqu{g?,}tho footsteps- of Tamate.
He settleyg their-quarrels ; often he is sent
for from vegy long distances to ack as the
arbitratér abiong tribes which.are at war.
‘Asan English naval ofticer testified lately :

preme ;” he soothes thicir excitable minds,

to these simple people scems
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wondérful, so that the veryname “Tamiite”
has coma to signify “ peace.? _
- A bhe close of 1880 reports were brought
to Mr. Chalmers that the Elema’ natives
p'ii‘g'pu:scd'mnking‘s‘a qzjggixd"; boklll’lum :“I:ll't_}
Ruatoka, the native t,daché)._',:‘:‘szl'f ‘thicn.
attack right and left, and ““pay.;off all
accoynts.” Under these circumstances he
résb{vcd to visit' Motu-motu, and beard the
fionin his den. It was a bad scason for
travelling ; the natives said it was too Inte,
but he resolved to try. Before setting out,
he oponed the new . chureh ab..m

‘thinking it over, \Mv. Chalmers decided to
. Tl Nl el . .

build) theinlinded his tents, and pitched
hem on the rising ground above the vil-

Moresby, and baptized the firs6 three New
(iuinen converts. - Tho chureh wascrowd-
ed, and all seemed interested.

On January 10, 1881, he started. Tho
leader ran away, but Huakonio, one of the
baptized three, was willing to go. “The
boab’s crew were considered fools, rushing
into the arms of death. Wives, -children,
and friends, gathered round weeping.
Huakonio told Mr. Chalmers afterwards
that every moans save physical force were
used to prevent their accompanying him,
and added, “ We know it is all right ; the
Spirit that has watched over you in the
past—naming the various journeys—will do
so now ; and if we return safe, won’t the
peoplo be ashamed ¥’ The visit proved
successful.  Semose, the old chief of Lese,
was pacified first. ‘When met he was in
a bowering passion, and all that Mr, Chal-
mers could understand was that somebody
was a thief anda liar. Bub wrath soon
fled, and a feast was prepared; both chief
and people were charmed, and quito will-
ing to make pence, and pay a reburn visit,

This advantage was. turned to  good
account, as Semese was taken on to. Motu-
motu, where Rahe, his son, was chicf.
Semese spoke nearly all night, exhorting
to peaco, and thatnow **Tamate” and tho
Port Moresby people had visited them,
they ought no more to go about cexalting
themselves, fighting with their neighbors,
and speaking evil of their friends, Thus
pence was made.  Rahe's son was named
Tamate, and hisnamesike grimly observes,
T have no doubt he will be an expensive
honor.” ’

Svon after his return, My, Chaliners
baptized Kohn and Rahela, the first two
women of New Guinen converted to Chris-
tinnity.  Wo ccho his prayer: ** May they
he kept as true ministering women for
Christ ?” .

‘Tn' May, Mr. Chalmers left for Port
Moresby, and took a westerly course. Ho
anchored in Hall Sound next day, opposito
Delena. The chiefs, Kone and Lavaon,
came off, and said it was uscless to go on to
Maiva, it boing impossiblo to lud there.
He went ashore at Deleng, and, in a survey
of the country, was astonished to finda’
beautiful tract of Jand, forming a splendid
position fora mission house.  Kone offered
as much: land as ho needed, and, after

Inge.

When - telling the people that. there
would be no work for them on Sunday,
Kone said, *“Oh, we know | and we too
are going tv be helake (sacred) to-morrow,”
On being asked how he had come to know
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