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able feature about it is the reliability of its book notices, equalling, perhaps
in this respect, the Newv York lndeOendent.

THE April number of the Gentury llluistrated Mag-azine comnpietes the
43rd volume of the magazine, and the 21st since it came into the bands of
its present proprietors. What a mass of information is stored, what a
wveaith of literature is gathered into those forty-three volumes. Glancing
through themn even casually, one can trace th,_ development of the maga-
zine literature on this continent, for this magazW~e, together with its famous
rival, J-arper's, have ailvays set the standards of comparison by wvhich al
others are judged. In this April number, wve turn at once to notice the
progress of the newv story, "lThe Naulakha," by Rudyard Kipling and
Wollcott Baiestier, for it is invested with a melanchoiy interest now,
as Baiestier, with the fires of genius bumning hotly in his bosom, bas been
abruptiy cailed away into the great unknown, and the story is rapidiy in-
creasing in interest, and deepening into pathos and tragedy. Clarence
Stedman, one of the most thouglîtfül of present day critics, discourses
in this number on "What is Poetry,» in which he says: "The conquests
of poetry, in fine, are thosei of pure intelligence, and of emotion that is un-
fettered. Here is its speciflc eminence ; it enables common moi-tais to
think as the poet tb*l<ns, to us e his wings, move through space and time,
and out of space and âime, entrammelled as the soul itself ; it can fe, moan,
weep, laugh, be eloquent, love, hate, aspire, for aIl, and, wvith its maker, can
reflect and knowv, and ever seek. for knowledge ; can portray ail times and
seamons, andi describe, --xpress, interpret, the hiddenmost nature of man."
« 1Diti the Greeks Pain t Their Sculptures,"> by Edward Robinson, is the most
finely illustrated article in this number, andi the most erudite in its reasonings
andi conclusion. In the IlOpen Letters,» James S. Dennis wvrites on IlIs
Islam the Gospel for the Orient." While Mr. Dennis recognizes that
IlIslam Ilhas at least saveti the Orient from, Atheism, taught men to bow
in prayer to God, andi trained generations in the exercise of faith, he
denies that it is worthy of a place by the side of Christianity as a helpful
and uplifting power in the wvorld>s regeneration. Andi this is both aseasonable
and a useful protest, considering the ill-advised utterances of some modern
teachers. Let IIIslam»" have ail the credit it deserves, investigate it with
faimess andi courtesy, give to, it ail the honor it deserves,but contrast it with
the Gospel of the Son of Goti, and wvhere is iti The history of "lIslam»
as a religion, and the secret of its mysterious sway over the mintis of men,
bas yet to, be wvritten by some great Orientai genius wvho shall himself be
touched with the linger of God. But the Century is so rich in Illiterature "
thisnmonth that space forbiis us enlarging further. Let our readers subscribe
for the forthcoming volume, they wvill neyer regret it.

WE. are so accustometi to look for excellence in the Hoiniletc .Review,
and so accustomed to pi-aise the various numbers, that we mnust content
ourselves just nowv with calling attention to somýe of the lezding articles by
titie oniy. Aiways a striking feature of the Nomiieétic is its sermnonic sec-
tion ; in january we have IlThe Tillage of the Poor,» by Dr. McLaren, of
Manchester, anti IlPlants andi Corner Stones," by Presitient Rankin, of
Washington ; in February, there is"I The Divinity in Humanity»" by Lyman
Abbott, wvhich is the ablest on this speciai subject we have ever read ; and
also "'Christ Crucifleti,» by Rev. Watson J. Young ; in March we have the
IlColonization of the Desert' by Edivarti Hale, of Boston ; andi "The Duty
of Optimism,» by Dr. Jutison, of New York. The Match number bas the
niost interesting Review Section we have seen for some time, embracing


