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The French question ini Quebcc is the
Cmux of Calnadian î>olitics, lint it i îlot 50
liflicuit as the Negro question in the
South or the lrislx question iii the Northî.
'Uherelative influence of Quebec in thieDo-
itiion flîust steadily deuline. 1it receives

nio addition by iiuînîigration and. loses
Iargely hy eig(ration. Montreal, our
,tuthor thmnks, is di3stiIid to bc one of
the gareatt cities of the w<rld. Standing, at,
the head of ucean-navigrati on, nearly one-
hlf of the whole trade of the Domîinuion
pisses tlîroughi it.

Dr. Parkm devotes an interestiîîg chap-
ter to our gereat transcontinental railway.
'Thle 7,200 miles directly owned by the
O. P. R., and the 1,800 miles indircctly
coiitrolle(1, gîi'e it a hirst place aniong
the railvay systemns of the world. Britisi
CoIuinbia biad less than 50,000 people
whlen thiis iron liighway of commerce was
constructedl throughl four ranges of grigan-
tic nîcuntauns. "The statestiien iLt Ot-
tatwa," he saiys. "who iii 1867 beganrti to
look ov'er the ]Rockies toi continents be-
yond the Pacifie, wvere not wvantingr lu
imiagination ;msiny claixned, that their imi-
agination outran their reason ; but in Uic
rapid course of events their dreams have
already been more than justified. They
were supplyingr the miissingu joints anmi
fiastening the rivets of enipire. WVhile
thcy were doing this they were giving
political, consolidation to the older Prov'-
inces of Canada. Coinion aspirations

ring of enthusiasm whichi followed on the
sudden widening, of the Canadian, horizoni
die more thail anything else to drawv
those provinces out of their own narrowv
circles andl give t.hemi the sense of a
larger citizeniship."*

The fainos Douglas pine of our Pacifie
coast goes to England, Cape Colony,
Egypt, and Australia. Already $50,000,-
0(X0 of go]d have been taken froui the
Fraser and( Cariboo minies. Dr. Parkin
says: Il 11 spite of the 1nîpid growth of
Vancouver it lias never known, anything of
tic roughness of new towvns across Uic
Anierican border. On Sunday the place
bias an aspect of quiet respectability like
tlîat of an English catliedral town' -Van-
couver is the meeting-place of the empires
extrenie west aiîd east. Three million
îionnds of tea have been landed on its
wharves lu a sinîgle wcek.

The v'ast region (if Nortiern Canada,
long considcred lit only for a fur preserve,
conitains, a comlmittee of hie Caxiadialn
Senate reports. 274,000 square nmiles of
g(ond arable land ; wheat will ripon over
316,000 square mîiles, barley over 407,000,
the potato over 056,000 square miles.

Th'le irea suita>le foir pasturage is cveîi
gater, besides 40,000 square miles of

petrolcuinarca. " Abon t954,000 square
miles, exclusive of the inhiilabitable de-
taclie(l Aretie portionis," says Dr. G. MN.
Dawsoni, "Iis for aIl practical purlposes ais
yet entirely utnkîiowni." T[hle Caniadianl
export of furs in 1888 ivas over 4,000,000
skiîîs. G. meat quantities of tiiese aire soldI
in Cerniany, anîd coîxipete at tlîe Nov-

g(rdFair in IRnasia with Uic furs of
Si beria. On the Sak leaA tha -
basca anîd MAackcnzie rivers are over
2,000 mîiles of stealin navigation ivlere,
till receiitly, otily the bark canoe of the
voyageur conveye(l the peîtries of tîxe
nortlî to thec inarkets of civilization.

Dr. Parkim is a firini belieî'er in the
unity -of tîxe Enipirc. " Ir may be, ques-

ioi<,'lie says, I' whetlier tliere is iii
CanadaL to-day alîy politicail passioni 80
strong as opposition to absorption in the
United Stites. " Ho is enthusixîstie lu
thie liraise of Canada as a home for the
working-muan. Its ci imate, thiongh often
severe, is exhilarating. It drives mnx
back on home life and o11 work; it teachies,
foresigit ; it cures or kilîs the sliiftless,
and iruprovident. A cliniate îvhiclî tends
to produco a hardy race, a Puritan turiu
of inmd wvhichi gives moral strenuousiness,
good schools, the leisure (if wintcr for
thought, and, study -aIl theose tenîd to
l)rodue mcxi likely to ii their ivay by
tlieir wits."

Dr. Parkm lias îiothiing, but praise for
our sehlool anid college system. MecGill
College in four years received dlonations
of $1,500,000. It lias now seventy-four
professors anîd lecturers, and one thon.
sand studcnts. In enffineerixîg and plîysics
it is the niost perfectly equipped institu-
tion in the world. Nor does Toronto
University suifer g-reatly by cmiipirisoni,
altliough its, State aid secins te dry iii
the clialnels of private blîceficence. lu1
ten years no 4ess tiî.u 85,000,000 have

been iven to tlîe Protestanît colleges 4f
the Domjin ion.

Thie voice of Canada is hecard witlî
more and more attentioni on large ques-
tions of Imp11erial policy. 0f thiis tlie
Halifax and Behriîigo Sea arbitratioxîs are
proof. " Canadtea," says our authior,IIi
a country wvhic.h certainly stirs tlîe ining-
ination of lier chiildmen - which begets iii
themn an1 intense love of tHe soil. If the
fronît iich Nature somtifnes preseîîts
te tlictii is austere, it is xaiso noble and
inxpressiv'e. In the breadtli of its spaces,
tlîe hieaidling rushi of its floods, tlîe nîaj-
esty of its imieuntain lieiglitq anîd canyon
deptlîs, and Uic striking contrasts of its
seasoxis iii tlîcir mnardi thiroughi tlîe fervid

395


