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dingy little places, from the gloomy depths of which looked out
men with brigandlike figures, but mild eyes and a melancholy
smile. The nearer we approach the river Dimbovitza, which
name signifies oak leaf, the more closely packed were the houses,
with their projecting balconies and small pierced columns su.-
mounted by carved trefoils, giving them something of a Moorish
appearance.

And then the Dimhovitza itself—now reduced to subjection, sup-
plemented by canals, lined with quays, markets, slaughter-houses,
schools, hospitals, barracks, and beautiful churches (too beautiful,
perhaps, because too new)—was very different in those days, and
presented animated scenes on its banks such as would have de-
lighted poets and artists. People bathed in the beautiful mud in
pell-mell fashion, the children splashed about with shouts of delight,
the water-carriers led their animals intg the stream, wading knee-
deep themselves as they filled their barrels. And in the deepest
part of the ooze you could see huge forms moving about in con-
fusion; grayish bodies with patches bald of hair, looking like
hippopotami in the distance, though the massive horns, curving
near the nape of the neck, and the black muzzles shining in the
sun, proved them to be buffaloes.

As time went on I was to make close acquaintance with this
clumsy, sluggish, antediluvian beast, so common in Roumania.
The cow yields quantities of rich milk, from which excellent
cream is obtained, and of which very white but tasteless butter

Note. —The reader of this charming paper will
remember that the writer is the Queen of Rou-
mania, the poetess, now, alas, suffering from
serious illness, who took the nom de plume of
Carmen 3ylva in memory of her birthplace, the
wood- n jrcled castle of Mon Repos. The daugh-
ter of Eermann, Prince of Wied, -and Maria,
Princess of Nassau, Carmen Sylva was brought
up in a refined and sheltered home. Married
on November 15th, 1869, to the lover of her
i choice, Prince Charles of Hohenzollern, who had
CARMEN SYLVA, QUEEN 1)) elected ruler of the united principalities of

OF ROUMANIA. Wallachia and Moldavia in 1866, Princess Eliza-
beth made the entry into the capital she so
graphically describes when she had been a bride but a few days. Since
then she was long the very centre and heart alike of the populsr and
intellectual life of her adopted country, founding clubs for the poor, ner-
self teaching in the schools, translating books into the Roumanian language,
gathering about her at court all that is best and noblest in Eastern Europe.
During the bloody campaign of 1877 her palace was converted into a
hospital, and many a life was saved by her unwearying care.
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