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dingy littie places, from the gloomy depths of which looked out
men wîth brigandlike figures, but mild eyes and a melancholy
smile. The nearci' we approach the river Dimbovitza, which.
name signifies oak leaf, the more closely packed were the houses,

ith te r projecting balconies and smàll pierced columns sui-_
mounted by carved trefoils, giving them something of a Moorish
appearance.

And then the Dimbovitza itself-now reduced to subjection, sup-
plemented by canais, lined with quays, markets, slaughter-bouses,
sehools, hospitals, barracks, anid beautiful churches (too beautiful,
perhaps, because toO new)-was very diffèrent in those days, and
presented animated scenes on its banks such as would have de-
lighted poets and artists. People bathecl in the beautiful mud lu
peil-meil fash ion, the children splashed about with shouts of delight,
the water-carrierS led their animais intQ the stream, wading knce-
deep themselvcs as they filled their barrels. And in the deepest
part of the ooze you could see huge forms moving about in con-
fusion; grayish bodies wvithi patches bald of hair, looking like
hippopotami iu the distance, though the massive horns, curving
near the nape of the neck, and the black muzzles shining in the
sun, proved them to be buffaloes.

As time wvent on I was to make close acquaintance withi ihis
clumsy, sluggish, antediluvian beast, so common in Roumania.
The cow yields quantities of rich milk, from which excellent
c.ream is obtained, afid of which very white but tasteless butter

NOTE. -The reader of this charnming paper ivili
remiemiber that the ivriter is the Queen of TRou-

/ j mania, the poetess, nowl, alas, suffering fromn
serious ilines;- 3who took the nmm de plume of

4 ,~Carmien Sylva in memory of hier birthplace, the
Wood- n ircled castie of Mon Repos. The daugli-

~' 1i~ter of liermann, Prince of WFied, -and Maria,f ~ Princess of Nassau, Carmen Sylva was brought
up ni a refined and sheltered home. Married
on November l5th, 1869, to the lover of lier

CARMN SYVA, UEENchoice, Prince Charles of Hohenzollern, wlio had
O RMNYLA, QUBE been elected ruler of the united principalities of

0F RU3IAIA. Wailachia and Moldavia in 1866, Princess Eliza-
beth mnade the entry into the capital she s0

graphically describes when shie had been a bride but a few days. Since
then she was long the very centre and heart alike of the popular and
intellectual life of her adoptcd country, founding clubs for t>he pour, her-
self teaching in the achools, translating books into 'the Roumnanian language,
gathering about her at court ail that is best and noblest in Eastern Europe.
During the bloody campaigu of 1877 her palace was converted into a
Iiospital, and many a life was saved by hier unwearyîng care.
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