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ivliiieli was eniforced by the autlîority of tlîo suprerne Lawgiver. And this is the
very position of oery baptized child, before whom, when lio cornes to years of
retiection, the ame soleinn alternative nxuist be sot.

We wiII briefly suni iii this argument, recervilg oLlier aspects of (lie sulbJeet
for a future paper. Every belicving parent of old wvns required to have his litWe
ones iuitiatcd inito the coveinntby the solernn ordmnance of circuimeision. 'l'lat
covenant, of whicli circuincision ivas the sent ani totren, ias tlie covenant or
graco, %viatever the forrn or cireumistanccs of i1s administration. Tliose in Cove-
nant coný,titttd the Chiurch :that Cliuroli included behievers Andi their iihfnnt
'offs pritlg. Tho constitution of the Cliurch, as (o its mleînibership, wvas tlîus
sett.t d by Divine appointinent. Tlîat constitution lias not been altred by any
divinu prcpt, and consequently the Chitreli stiti consisis of believers and tîjeir
inufant vffspring. Or, utîder the Old Testament believers and their infant off-
spring were received into covenant, witli God, anid recoived wvhat iinder tlînt
aidministration eft' ho covenant wvas its sent or tohen. The seni or token bas
beeni altercd, but the covenant is tho saine, and not a wvord is bintcd in the
New Testament of any restriction or alteration as to the parties inchuded. The
inference is, that wvhat is nowv the seal. of the covenant 18 to be adîninistered te
the saine parties as formerly, believers and their offspring.

RZE VIVALS. j
It is well to, note the operations of Divine grace whicbi, froni timeo to tirne,

nre manifested iii the Church and the wvorId. We may be stirred np toý emila-
'tion by seeing otiiers in positions no-wise differeîît froîn our ôwn, receîving .spi-
ritual gifts froin the asccnded Saviour, iii which tbey Ilrejoice w'ith jny unispeak-
able and fuit of glory." God bias net left, nor will lie ever leave, fli Chuirch
-witliot a -wittncss of His presence and poiver. "Lo, I arn iihyou a1ilways even
to the end of the world,i" is a promise tlîat wvill be fîîlfilled, and the fulfiliment
of wvhich rnay be observed daily by ail wvho consider tho wvays of Jehovali in the
goverriment of His kingdomn. At certain periods, more than at others, it is (rue,
the Lord lias shown himself in the conversion of sinners, and the quiclccning of
his peoptes' affections. As iii the case of the individual, s0 in ttîat, of the collec-

tive ~ I Ilrc¶ kmybsad"The wind blowveth wvhere it listeth, and ttîou
hecarest the sound thereof, but canst net (ell whence it cometh and wlîetlier it
goeth, so is every one (bat is born of tho Spirit." God chooses his oivn Limie
-when for wise purposes lie gives special outpourings of his Spirit; but wvhiie Vhis
is the case it cannot be denied (bat a convérting and reviving wvork bias soine-
times been granted to, the fervent importunate prayers of one or more of God's
dear children, and that ail revivals are begun and carried on in the exercise of
mucll prayer te, God. Those who ask shall receive, those who seeli shaîl find,
and (o those who knock it shall be opened.

That tlue Churches in this ]and have need of revival is very inanifest. Neyer
%vas there a period of greater spiritual lethargy and deadness than the present
This is perhaps not quite the case, when we take a generalîzed view of the col-
lective Churel. There is, undoubtediy, in it a great activity. Mission sehenes
are devised and exueucued, Churches are buiît, Cohleges instituted and endowed,
with much. zeai and liberality. Everywhere we hear of wliat (bis Churcli and
that is contributing for the support of Gospel ordinances amdngst themselves,
and for the prosecution of Christian objeets beyond their own lirnits. The Gôs-
pel toolis preached te listening crowds; the Bjible is widely disserninated and1


