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directed a hallot for Hecretary, which re-
sulted in the election of Bro. B., who was
previously elected Chaplain. In your opin
ion, is this legal? Can Bro. B, under the
oonstitution be elected to two offices? Was
not his election confirmed when the minutes
woere confirmed? If Bro. B. was not legally
elected to the office of Secretary, should
the next highest candidate be declared
olected?

A.—The proper course to be pur-
sued in cases where a brother, having
been elected to office, refuses to serve,
or declines to bo installed, is to order
a new election. The W. M. should
state the fact, and should order a new
election for the vacant office, to be
held at the next regular meeting, or
ab an emergency meeting to be called
for that special purpose. He should
also direct the Secretary to issue sum-
monses to all the members of the Liodge;
and 0 state in the summonses, that
at that meeting (whether regular or
emergent) an election would be held
to fill the vacancy.

The election of Bro. B. as Secre-
tary, was not legal; not because he
had previously been elected Chaplain,
but because the new election should
not have been held without previous
notice to all the members,

No brother can fill two elective
offices in the same Lorge at the same
time, nor ~an an officer of a Lodge
resign his office. Dut ke does not be-
come an officer until he is installed,
as the installation is a necessary
part to cowmplete the election. At
any time before the installation, Bro.
C. could decline to serve as Secretary,
and Bro. B. could equally decline to
serve as Chaplain. Then, &t the new
election, held after proper notice to all
the members, Bro B. could be elected
Secretary, and Bro. C., or some
other brother, could be elected Chap-
lain, and be installed at the same
meeting.

‘When the minutes were confirmed,
the election of officers were confirm-
ed, so far as the Liodge was concerned;
that is, that it had been determined
by the Liodge that & majority had de-
cided that such candidates should £ill
oertain offices. But that confirma-

tion did not, and could not, bing
those elected to serve in thosa particy.
lar offices, No brother can be forced
to accept an office against his wigh;
and any brother, before heis installed,
may decline to serve, and may refuse
to be installed, and then a new election
must be held.

As tothenext highestcandidatebeing
declare@ elected, there is no such law
known in Masonry. The only course
to be pursued is to hold a new elec-
tion, as stated above.

Q,—At the R. C. for thc election of
officery, a brother is elected who declines
to serve, and at the meeting on 27th Dec.,
the W. M. announces this fact, and orders
the ballot to be passed for the election of
unother brother to the office of Secretary,
no notice to that effect being given in the

.summons. Wag the election in this case

legal?

No. When g brother who is elect-
ed to office declinesto serve a new elec-
tion can only be held after proper no-
tice to all the memters. In case
the W. M. becomes aware of the
brother's refusal, before the time for
issuing the summonses for the instal-
lation meeting, be could order the
new election to be held at that meet-
ing. by directing the Secretary to give
notice to that effect in the suramonses.
But it would not be proper to hold
such election, without such previous
notice to all the members.

Our AceNts.—The following brethren
are agents for the ¢ CanabiaN CRaFTsMAN
and Masonic Record.” Ordersentrusted to
them will receive prompt attention: —

R. W. Bro. J. H. BeLy,
‘Winnipeg, Manitoba.

V. W. Bro. Jas. MiLLER,

. Victoria, British Colambia.

Bro. B. Baxer, (P. O. Box 260,)
251 8t. James St., Montreal, Q.

Bro. A. W. Suarp,
St. John, N. B.
R. E. Comp. Davip McLELLAN,
Hamilton.
Bro. H. J. Masin,
St. John’s, Newioundliand.

R, E. Comp. PrTer BEga,
General Agont.



