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directeod a ballot for Oecretary, rvhich re.
Baltedl in the election of Bro. B., who was
previously olectedl Olaplain. In your opin
ion, is this legal? Oaa Bro. B. under the
constitution be elected to two offices? Was
noV his election conflrmedl when the minutes
were contirmed? If Bro. B. was not legal1ý
elected to the office of Secretary, should
Vue next highest candidate be'declared
olected?

A.-The proper course to be pur-
sued in cases where a brother, having
been eiected to office, refuses Vo serve,
or declines Vo be installed, is Vo order
a new election. The W. M. shouid
state the fact, and should order a new
election for VIe vacant office, to be
held at the next regular meeting, or
at an emergency meeting Vo be caiied
for that special purpose. Hie sbould
also direct the Secretary Vo issue sum-
monses Vo ail VIe mnembers of tIe Lodge;
and to state in tIe sumnionses, that
at that meeting (wîether regular or
emergent) an election wouid be held,
Vo fill VIe vacancy.

The election of Bro. B. as Scre-
tary, was not legai; net because he
ladl previousiy been elected Ohapiain,
but because tIe new election should
net have been held without previous
notice Vo ail Vhe menabers.

No beother can fill two elective
offices in tIe sanie Lodige at VIe sanie
time, nor 'e*n an officer of a L~Dge
resign lis office. But le does noV be-
corne an officer until he is instaiied,
as Vhe installation is a necessary
part to comûplete VIe election. At
sny tin3e belore the installation, Bro.
0. could decline Vo ser:ve as Secretary,
and Bro. B. couid equaily decline Vo
serve as Chaplain. Then, at the new
election, leld after preper notice te al
the members, Bra B. couidl be eiectedl
Secretary, and Bro. 0., or some
other brother, could be elected Chap-
lain, ana be installe at VIe same
meeting.

When the minutes were confirmed,
Vhe election of officers were confirm.-
ed, se far as tIe Lodge was concerned;
that is, that it lad been determined
by Vhe Lodge that a majority had de-
cided that sucli candidates should fill
certain offices. But that confirma-

tion did not, ana could noV, bina
those elected te serve in those particu.
lar offices. No brother eau be forcedl
to accept an office against his wish;
and any brother, before lie is installea,
may decline to serve, and MaY refuse
to be installed, and then a new election
must be heid.

As to the next highestcandidatebeing
declared elected, there is no sudh Iaw
known in Masonry. The oniy course
to be pursued is to bld a nýew eiec-
tien, as stated above.

Q,-At the R. 0. for tho election ef
officers, a brother is elcctedl who declines
to ser-ve, and ut the meeting on 9-7th Dec.,
the «W. M. announces this fact, and orders
the ballot to be passed for the e]ection of
anothoer brother to the office of Sucrutary,
no notice to that effect being given in the
summons. WVas thc election, in this case
legal?

Ne. When a brother who is eiect-
edl to office declines to serve a new elc-
tion can only bc heid after proper no-
tice to ail the memlers. In case
the W. M. becomes aware of the
brother's refusai, before the time for
issuing tIe summenses for the instal-
lation meeting, be could order the
new electien to be heid at that meet-
ing. by directing the Secretary te give
notice Vo that effect in the suinmonses.
But it would not be proper Vo hld
sudh election, without such previous
notice Vo ail the niembers.
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