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THE CHURCH AND THE LODGE.

Many years ago, in a neighiboringt
eity (thien a town), we had a young
buLt growing lodge of Freemasons, hated,
b)y sonie wvith a bitter hatred born of
early prejudice, axîd Iove(l as strongly
b)y others in our community. Near by
we hiaderected a noatand tastely church
edifice, and our pulpit wvas filled with
an able minister from the inti-.Masonie
Ccregion round and about " o'ne of the-
mount-ain stranhs o'f the old Keystone
,commonwealth. This minister wvas
quite popuilar in the town, and a Ilris-
ing man " ini bis noble calling,. *We
werc a ireniber and an oficer in both
the churcli and lodgye, anîd somglit to
Ceriaitly (livide the %vord of trutti be-
tweeni tliem Our efforts were quite
successtful tiH,> in a fatal hiotu', one of
our associate eiders (for, thonghj a
youlig nian in years, we were miade an
eider itmongt those of our owiu age),

joiflC( the lodae. MieThn ,ur mn
ister opeiied the Il vials of ]lis wrath
uipon il1Ddmn, letting us go "'scot froc"
upon the 1retence (how~ easy do men
invent excuses wheri tliey wvant one)
tlat wve liad been a member o'f the
lodge before oui- eoin-g into clurcb,
while our Brother haci gone last into
the lodge. The scquel of the resit
;vas that -we wvere at hast forced to %ide
wvith the eider as against the ininister,
and by " xvithhioIdîug the, siiiplips »

force hini to resign and seelz aitotier
field of labor more cg-i ,if ho couild
bu(l sncb, to bis coliîtacte1 - 'iews o'f
mett7.s rights and lite of diity.

Before this ccurreci, hiowever, an
event happenied, affording us tho oppor-
tunity of testing the relative powers of
church and lodge, o'f niiniister and
Master, in their respective duties as
alms givers in the practise of that
"theaven-borui charity " which finds a
lodgment ini the heart, of every good
man, Christian or otberwise.

There w'as in our community an aged
couple of more than tlkree-score years
anéa toni. Tlîey were both hionored and
loveil inembers of our churcli, while hie
wils at ilitillî'r equally beloved to our

lodge. Thoy wvore poor, and wvith the
weiglit of years, and the loss of the
con)panion of lier early youthi and more
prosperous years, the aged widow be.
came tho objeet arounid wvhicli cluster-
ed the heartstrings of evoîy mari, and
the Iodge mirîistored to lier wants witlî
,a Chîristian spirit, whichi mighit well
have 1 )rovolied, as it did, the commen-
dation o'f the chuircli and the people.
\\NTe were offlcially the chairruan of the
conimittoe to sce thiat this IlMother in
Israel " shotild ivant for nothing, noces-
sary ta snooth lier declining years to-
ward the grave, in wvhich slie iiiust ere
long follow iv hu with whom she had
jouriioyed tlîroughi many a long and
cventfül year of wedded life.

The widowv Iovod the lodge flor lier
(bar hiusband>s sake, and the inembers
for thieir deeds of uinostentatiotis bf-ne-
volence. Slue loved her churchi as the
ordaitied instriiiint of hecaven to dIo
the Lord>s work on e;trth). She toved
lier mirjister because hoe was flot oniy
the -t man of' ('od " in lier oves, but a
type, as sheo belie-ved, o'f tho trtue min-
ister of thje Word for the cornfort and
relief of the sorrow'ing, aiearth.

The Lhought, ha2ppy or otherwise. oc-
carre(l to uls ta test oui. nhinistel>s faitli
and practico in cli.-rutable ways and
duties. So, uipon our suggestion, ti o
lodge, at the next stateci meeting, with-
hield, tor a ïeitsoii, the monthlly .stî1pnd
%vhierewitlî wec had iiiade gldtke i.eart

er, Mdu. ive wvre conimissioned to inforin
lier or the :wLiOi)i o'f the lodge, and to
conend bler ta the charitable and re-
1 igious fiith of lier Christian teacher, who
would, no (laubt, niister to lier waiii.s
as well, if not botter, than ive worldiv-
minded people had. or could dIo. TÈo
lier pastor thonl shie wvett and inadi'
known to lîim not only this condition
o'f affairs, but bier wants and needi.
The chutrcli liad notonly no funds for
poor 'widows or others in the churcu'
needing aid (thougli witli coffers wel
filled witlî sympathy, but bankrupt in,
f unds). Kind wvords, or prayers even,
will fnrnisi 11o bread for the huugry,
or fuel for the cold, ani winter wvas at


