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Maude-we beganito talk or you anid
your marriage; and then-I dor"t
Inow how-we found ourselves dismis-
lg poverty, money et-coetera; andi1

tod er of the liorror 1 had of heiresses.
thanks to puor Warburton's affair witli
Miss .Averton-"t

"The deuce you didi" put li Jack
-mucli amused.

LAYes) and then-and thexi- - Oh
bang it, maxi, I canIt tell h0w it al
came about exactlyl But'I found my-
self kissing lier, aud it was particular-
ly jolly. I ou Énow,'I continiued Ger-
aId nieditatiVely, "staes an aw!ullyxiicA
girl to kisi"

.uWell. y ou are the coolest handi"
laughed JTacL. "I wonder if MissMaudîý
reemprocates the sentiment? But, te
corne te more serlous matters, may one
inquire what you two young people
propose livin.g on?"

"Oh, I salal have te buckie te, and
try for some appointment! 1 think I
eau manage that somehowv. I expeet
there'fl be a deuce of a row about it,
though. The mater wlll be wild,.for I
know she lias some fearful heiress in
to-w for me; and trulv 1 think that
prospect added a zest te tIc present
affair..»

"Well my dear fellow I'm prepared
te admit thatgyu-ve recâonedl up your
,own share of te row; but how abeut
Maude's people?"»

"IMaude's peoplel» repeated Gerald
Élowly. "I neyer thought of thern
Somehow I had a notion she bail none.
1 suppose I fancied I should have toi
corne and ask your consent, if I
thouglit of the -mxatter at all-which..
iow that I corne te consider, 1 don't

'beieve I ever did. The 'worst is, I
neyer told ber about mysef-not that
it matters much, after ail, for I eau
tel lier at any time.»

"Wo, thaul yen!" put li Jack Sharp-
ly. WYou7n do xiothing o! the sort.
'Maude mest certain] y las 'people," and
-1 -wxll only undert ie to srnooth your
*way with themn ou the condition that
yen promise faithfuUl to amin 'Lordj
Feulîýs' tiIl I give yen leave te, resume
,your name.1

'"Oh, corne, I sayl» protested Gerald.
l"Tis my only condition; but I stick

te lt. Yen wil net breathe a syllable
about your titislei i 1give yen leave,
or 1 sall leave y ou in ~le lurdli; and,
if 1 do, 1 wouldn't give much fer your

Thus shot teld; the promise was
aivnsd Geraldldepartàd te, dress for

9-dmxixier and dreamx of bis hapmns*
lut Jackis troubles were ne-t over.
Hardly was Gerald gene wheu Marga-
iet entcred.

"Oh, Jack, Jack, Ébiat ou eartb shal
-we do? What wMl aunt Eleanor say?'

EReaily, Jack dear, it was too fooliai ýbt
yon having Gerald F'oulis boere noiur,,
and he an artist tee!"

"Wby, xny child, don't yen Mie himrM
41& hil That's fot the quetiolm.

Ilike hirn imrnensely, and tbik hé
*oildbe a capital hns'and for Maudo;
but her mother-her uncle?»

"Her mother and ber umele, my der
'çvill de what dezens of mothers aud
uncles before have tbem have done--
bluster a little, gro-wl, gruinble, and
give ini. ŽNow don't you go frettinyenrself ill, littie wernan- it -fl ai
corne right. Just tel me-lias she saUi
anything te you?"

"Nothing exactly. Only just now
she turneci and kxss.ed me, wvhich, by-
tlie-way, she lias neyer doue before of
lier own* accord-and be'-an te say
somethig- but then she cZeeked lier-
self, askiug me at wliat tirne the poat
went out,.esud begging me to excuse
ber appearing at dinner, as her 'walk
and the heaý had given lier a beaul-
ache.-

"If tbat istie case my dear let us
dine. 1 ami not a lover, anà -1 ama
hungry. »

Meanwhile Maude, having gôt rid. of
anxious littie &tadge, sat doLwu to, her
desk and w~rote-

"IDear Motbpz-What your real intention
niay have hemen senling me bere I cainnot

ceLunysay ,though nt tirnes 1Ifancy 1cant
guess it i I amrnipht in mvconjeet
your plIan bas sixnply failed. Mfr. Melford
and Margaret have been kîndness itsel!, aùdt
my li1e duxing the past two rnonths has been
a v7rybappy one. About threew~eelcs Ésc
MnI.Foulis, afriend of Mr. Melford's, cane
on a visit; hieis anartst,very clever, vexy
E easanta sd verrjor. YDu see i put tt

ýtSClarl, l bdl, bfoe ou, ibhis aJý-
tprnoon, knowing notbing moreof me thaa
he bas seen here,.thinklnig me snpY=a-
garet's cousIn, as poor as1hmel=be1 o
poeci, and 1 have accepted him "Mt Ibis

wnzause yen some annoyance L%, I fear,
inevitable; and for tiis Lam truly sorry, as
1Imkow thatyou have always intendeci te de
the very best and kindest for me. Athet
same tini, mlbst tel you frankly, My mina
is tliorougly madW up, and, as long as Ger-
ald Fouis caresto have me, 1lam bis. 1 nay
alse add-that he bas not the slightest iea of
iny former pros-pects; and I icertanly shaïh
flot teli hlm, for, frorn one or two, unferten-
ate -circumstaneez, lie lias a perfeot horror of
heiresses. If you <te net care te tell und
Ralph my new.% 1-wMI do se.

41lease.let me bave au~ answer as soon in -
may be, and, belleve me

'Yonraffectionate daxighter,
¶IÀ1JDE A-VnrrOt2

Having dispatched tbis letter, Mande
feit easier. She had now put matters
out of lier oivn bauds, and, lie tha
issue wbat itnmi~ intexidedl *My I t
klcep tiolix it-b ald.
The ex mong - ased uneaoRy..


