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OUR AMEB A! INDIAN~S AS
FREIMASOUS.

Not only according tothe view of the
romantic Cooper, but also those of the
imatter-of-fact HEeqkewelder, the abo.
rigines of America poesesed and
exemplified many noble qualities, and
bad. this flot been se there coùld have
been no Indian Masone, or Masonry.
There are not only numerous well-
authenticated instances of Indians
having been made Freemasons in the
MasoEi lodgee of their pale-faced
Ibrethren, but there je aise consider-
able evidence 'which gees te prove
that there wae a native Freemasonry
among the aborigines, ltindred to, our
own. In a chapter upon the "Na-
tive Priesthcod," by Dr. D. G. Brin-
ton, in hie readabie "lMythe of the
.New World," this echolar says, that
the American Indiane had their
'<«Mysteries," with their appropriate
esoterie teaching:" The prieste form-
,ed societies of différent grades of
illumination, only to be entered by
tbose :wiiling to undergo trying
ordeale, 'whose secrets were not to be
revealed under the severeet penalties.
The Algonquins hadl three such
gradee, the iwaubeizo, the iieda, and
the jossakeed, the laet being the
Luighest. To thie no white man was
ever admitted. Ail tribes appear to
Lavé been controlled. by these secret
societies." The Ohippewas had a
kindred fraternity, known as the
"IMeda Craft." A Mohawk chieftain,
the IRev. J. j. Kelvy, in an address
delivered, in Philadeiphia, in 1888,
eaid: "lMasonry had been known
among the Indians long before the
ar-rival of the whitee." The late
Bro. Cornelius Moore once met with
a tribe of Wisconsiu Indiane, Who, to
the best of hie knowledge. after a
carefal examination of several of
their number, had what appeared te

bua Masonry of their owuî suggestive
of ours. Bro. De 'Witt Clinton, cf
New York, made a similar assertion
with regard to the iroquois. kn con-
sequence of these varions tribes keep-

ing no permanent recorde, ail know-
ledge on thie subjeet muet be tradi-
tionai. But of thie there can be no,
doubt, simce the recorde are in our
own cuetody-there, are many in-
stances of Indiane having been madle
MaBoIls in our own lodgee. We shaUf
refer to a few of the best authenicated:
of these, on account both of their ini-
terest and value.

The famone Shawnee warrior ancl
orator, Tecumseh, on more than one
occasion proved his knowledge of
and faith in Masonry by his works.
In the war of 1812, the mystie cry of
a Mason ana a brother, often eavedl
the life of one who would otherwise
have been the victim of the toma.-
hawk. And Tecumseh je said te
have been made a Mason in Phila-
deiphia. Past Grand Master Scott,
of Virginia, in an address before th*~
Grand Lodge of that juriediction ir.
1845, related several. Masonic aneo-
dotes, he eaid, were "lweil anthenti.-
cated and vouched for by several liv-
ing witueseEeB." The "Perey Anec-
dotes" record several other instances
of his fidelity to, his Masonic ob-
ligations.

Joseph Brant, the Mohawk brave,.
wae aziother example of a faithfnl lIn-
dian Freemason. At the battie ot
the (Jedars, near Montreal, in 1776k,
he sa.ved the life of hie prisoner, Bro.
Capt. MûKinstry, when ho wae about
to be burned at the etake. The Ma.
son's mystie appeal was eni-ficient to
move the heart and etay the band, of
bis Indiau captor.

Bro. B. T. B. Eavanaugh, ina au
addrss delivered before the Grand.
Lodge of Indiana, in 1847, told of &
chieftain of the iani tribe traveling
ei night to put a Masonio brother on
his guard, prior to a general attack
that was about to be made on n set-
tiement by the indiane. «"The z. zack
,was made, ana the chief's ni stie
shield guarded in safety the he.àd of
hie brother."

Bro. Col. P. P. Pitchlvnn. a ohiesî
of the Ohoctaws, in 1854, was present
at the annual communication of the.


