
A Singular Incident.
the symbols are often meagre-if the ceremonies sometimes contain -anachroniqms, aswhn a bell is sounded at the temple of Solomon-ifthe legends are at times extrava-gant-no matter; we must take tliem as the rudiments of symbolism-as relics of thepast- hich we have no right to chanae hecause they constitute "the body of Ma-sonry." To establish a new ritual would he to form a new degrce or a series of n%vdegrees, which ould no longer b reco nized as the Masonry of the olden tioe. Inthe lodge -,%e must accept what the lod 'e lias always presented to us.

Closet Masonry is a very different aff air. Here we are not controlled or impeded bythat opposition to innovation which has always been an imperative law of Masonry.Accepting the symbolism in the lodge with ail its deficiencies or imperfections. wenay take the symbol into our closet or lihraryv, and there study it in ail its bearings,investigate its origin historirally, compare it with similar symbols in the cognateinstitutions of antiquity, and give to it a more elevated interpretation.
For instance, while we are in the lodee. we hear the legend of the third dezreeexplained as symbolizing an instance of fidelity to trust and of unswerving integrity.We sec at once the inanity of such an interpretation. We are satisfied that Specula-tive Masonry has not been main tined for so many years simply to preserve ti trivialmoral of a fable. We recognize in the words of the French prove-b, that the came isflot ý-eorth the candle burnt in platyinc it. and %ve are sure that this is n'ot the primitiveinterpretation of the symbolic meanin f tne legend, but that it has been foisted inby some incompetent reformer of the r tual.

And then we take this legcnd of the th rd degree,so unsatisfactorilý, explained in thelodge, to our study. We there compare it with a similar legend wich wan common
to all the ancient mysteries. We enquire, what was its meaning there? and, at last,we discover that in this legend is hidden symbolically the dogma of the resurrection tolife eternal. And thus we get new and more elevating views of the design of Frecnta-sonry as a science of svmbolism. If Academies of Instruction, such as have heenrecommended in the present article, were established wherever there was a sufficient
number of intellectual Masons to constitte one, h is impossible to estimate theadvantagcs that would most sureiy resoîlt. Preston, Nvhen he invented his newv systentof lectures, which were certainly an improvement on the old one, founded hat hecalled Obapters of Harodint. But tbese chapters wvere intended to teacb the ritual Iàsit then existed and really only to make what are nov styled " arrot Mafisoris." ThAcademies of Instruction would do more than this. They would take the smbolism
in the rudeore as it lies in the lodge rituali and from it vould extract the pure metal.GladIy would I sec such Academies established in every city, town or village, wvherethe Masonic population veould suppl the matcrial. Thiree or four lodges migbt unitetheir cultured menibers in one Academv. At cacb meeting< one or more symbols mightbe made the subjcct of investigation and discussion. Trhe truc signification of thesvmbols would be discovered and what vas l.-arned in the Academy would have itseffect upon the lodgc. At al events a class of Masons would be formed with elevatednotions of the truc design o0f Freemasonry as "a science of morality, veiled in allegoryand iîlustrated by symbols,

AIli Masoits cannot bc learned men ; but no 'Mason need be absolutely ignorant ofwhat the phrase- Symbolismof Speculatie Masonry "-denotes.-'oicc ofMasonry.

A SINGULAR INCIDENT.

AnouT fifty years ago a boy, named Phillip Wagner, living near Chittcnao Madisoncounty, New York ; on bis way to school discovered a wayfarer, apparentv i, disontres,by the road side. The boy returned home and informed his fathre why mven andconveyed the aged wayfarer to his house, where he dicd during the same n ht. Therewasnothing found upon him by vhich to identify him, exccpt bis Masonic diploma.It was dated November 25, 1776, and sizned by Samuel Barrett, W. M.; Go. Calder,
S. W.; John Gardner, J. W; William Brock, P. M.; and Christopher Hussc., TrCas.It was written in hoth English and Latin, on thick parchment. This document baslan concealed, among other papers of Mr. Wagner, ail these long %cars, scarceln everhaving been opencd, and necr scen bv ary member of the Fratcrnity, until aleout
four ycars since, when it became the property of Charles P. Wragner, a randson ofPhilip Wagner, Sen., father of the bov above mentioned. On the nargin of the
diploma is the autograph of David Squire, written twice, and raised August 5 th, 1776.Thrnugh Oneida Lodge, No. 270, of Onc.ida Depot, Madison county, New York,these facts became known to Uzà'on Lodre, and a requcst was made that the diplomabe rcturned ; but only a copy could be obtaincd.-Ex.p
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