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GTHE ANTIDOTBE#®

MAGHMA HST {HRITAS, ATG.
LADY VISITOR {to small child)~*¢ What lesson was Papa teaching you this morning »*
SMALL CHILD—* Always to speak the truth,”
LADY VISITOR—*¢ And what did he say when he was told I was here ?”
SMALL CHILD—** Confound that woman !"
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TWO VENTURES.

BY ‘HURKARU,

CHAPTER VII--Tug COLORALO TUNNEL
CATASTROPHE.

The next day our friend started for Den-
ver, by way of Chicago, where he had
to mect one of the syndicate (Mr. Osman),
Dut bad no time to ses .nuch of that
swonderful city which has sprung up with-
in the memory of man to-such large pro-
porlions.

‘It cannot be oxpected, in an unpreten-
tious tale like this, thdt we ecan cnter
into details of the constraetion of tho
Colt r<do Tunnel. It will be cnough to
state that the objects of the tunnel were
twofold; namely to open up some -rich
mines, and to shorten and thus chanpon
the transit .of the products of those mines.

The difficulties in the way of engincer-
ing the project arose from the different
formations of the ground to be bored
(which consisted at somr places of sand,
o’ others of rock or gravel) and also to
provide for ventilation, so necossary as
the tunuel both lengthened and deepened,
for we have all heard how gasses lurk-
ing in the buwels of earth often explude
or ignite, ~ausing terrible destruction to
life and 2roperty. The grant and title
of the Coloradlo Tumnel Company by the
Qnversment were indisputable a8 to tae

Jength and breadth of the property, and,
as there was plenty of room for deviation.
in alateral direction, Dugdale determined
after acareful examination of the ground,
which occupied him the best part of a
fortnight, to alter the plan gomewhat in
urder to carry the tunnel in a direct line
from cast to west, striking a rich lode nt
pretty uecarly the decpest part. He ae-
cordingly drew up his new plan and speei-
fications, and-forwardel:them'to Now York
for approval. In four days he received
a telegram from Van Higgin to “go alcad

a8 he proposed,” whercupon he gave in- °

:structions to tue contractor and the work
commenced at once.

Dugdnle’'s orders were to spare no ex-
pense, with regard. either to pushing for-
ward the tunuel or opening up the mines,
which the company had acquired, and he
therefore not only put on a gang of wmen
ot both the east and west ends of tle
tunxel, but also ‘began to pi‘rce the mine
in the mountain about where the centre
of the tunnel would be.

Everything proceeded satislactorily fora
couple of months, when a smalt cloud, no
bigger thon aman’s hand, roso in the hori-
zon. Dugdale bad conceived an ingenious
drilling machine which saved au enormous
amount of mamusl labor, and, as mjght
be oxpeeted, the invention was fegorded
unfavorably by the unskilled -~workmen.

Murwurs began, at fivst slight, but gradu-
ally inercasing, until Dugdale, who had
been so long accustomed to deal with
large masses of laborers, foresaw trouble
ahead. Heo had forwarded the plan of the
machine to Van Higgin for the neccerary
steps to be taken to have it patinted,
meanwhile affairs arrived at acrisis, and
one morning all the gangs struck and the
work on the tunnel was entirely suspon-
ded, avery scrious matter in an under-
taking of such magnitude.

The affair could doublless have been
settled by the removal of the obnoxious
machine, but Dugdale was not a man to
back down from o position he had taken
up without a struggle, and he telegraphed
the gituatlon to New York asking for a
supply of Italian laborers to be sent on
immuliately, after which ho paid off tlie
strikers, and in another twenty-four hours
the works of the great Colorado 'Tunnc}
were almost deserted, :

But in &aweek the scene was again as
lively as ever, the strikers lhaving been
replaced by gangs of swarthy men, with
black beards and black eyes, who showel
no antipadhy to the new machine, anil
Dugdale was congratuinimg himself that
the trouble was over when ha began to
notice afew of the old hands hanging
round the sccond shaft from {he eost cnd
mouth of the tuunel. He asked ‘them fvln



