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The spring or early sunmcr is the best
time to re pot cmi 1 tis andi succulent
plants generally. Sandy soif fot too rich
in fertilivcr with a flberal amourit of
driinige mnaterial stich ab~ broun flower
potq and nid ruortar %hould bc useti for
drainige. Mi o! this t i.tss of plants
diçlike to be kcept soddc(ned %%ith water
at tihe monts This; iast named condition
often proves fatal to them.

Forcing LiIacs in Winter
Mrs. W. F. Hardy, Oskwood, Ont.
wintcr 1 tricti growving liiacs in

the house, as 1 'had heard that they
roulti be niade to bioomn indoors quite
easilv As; it wvill soon bc the time of
vear' wvhin bi anches should bc brought
indoorç for tli*s, purpose, 1 thought that
renders of TueCv~xnA HORTICULTUR-
IST would bc intercsted in learning of my
success last winter.

1 broughit two good-sizcd branches in-
to the bouse on the fast day of Decern-
ber. These branches wvere about five
feet long and about one and a haif
inches thick at the base. 1 set each of
them in a bucket of water and piaced
one near a wvindowv in the hallwvay and
the other sorne distance back fromn the
window in a warrn corner of the same
hall, wvhich 'vas near a stovepipe. In
about thrce weeks' time nearly one hun-
dred buds wvere showing, and by the
miiddle of February they began to open
into flowers. The one near flic windowv
diti not corne out as fast as the one
wvhicli 'as in the warmer situation, but
the flowers looked heaithier and stronger

Llaca Bloorning in Winter

as thcy carne out. The illustration shows
.1 few of the sprays wvhich werc eut
wvlien tihe bloomi vas at its best. These
wec dut just about twvo mionths after 1
brouglht the branches indoors. They
%'ould liave doubtless been considcrabiy
better but for the fact that some of theni
werc siightiy frozen on a very colti night
when th e fire happcned to go out.

The Ciiinese sacreti lily is an easy
plant to handie, cither in water or soif. It
will bloom in six weeks.
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My Favorite Flower and How 1 Grow It*
A. V. Main, Ottawa, Ont.

In spite of the great increase of flow-
ers of recent years, the geraniumn has
kept its grounti. It is to-day more pop-
ular than ever, andi I dcsignate it niy
"favorite" flowver, for niy garden wvitli-
out i. wvould bc incomplete. It justly
deserves its place. As a hedding plant
for borders, boxes, vases, andi flowver
betis it is practically unbeatabie. It is
a perpetuial bloon-er and free o! insect
pcsts or disease, casily managcd, simple
Io propagate, greenhouse accommoda-
tion is not essential, and it is wvithin thc
cornpass of ail to growv. 1 finti Septem-
ber the niost satisfactory month for pro-
pagation.

PROPAGATION
1 wouid like to emphasizc here that

wve do flot propagate cnouglh. To keep
our plants in a young condition is the
secret of massive bloom andi healthy
foliage. The cuttings or slips shoulti
be good, sturdy, ripeneti growths that
have been matie throughi the summer anti
betwveen threc andi five inches long, gen-
eraliy possessing thrce joints. Wih a
kecen cd-cd knifc trim off ti- bottorn
pair o! leaves close to the stem, then
miake a cdean cut bcow tilie joint. Allow
the cutting severai hours in wvhici to
hecal over the wcund. Prepare some soif
put througli a quarter-incli sieve, one
part leaf soul, one part loam, one part
santi, mix -together, anti fill two-inch
p)ots fairiy firrn with it, wvith a layer o!
sand on the surface.

*Extract from the cssir that won first prize
In the competiion held during tbo Dast eummer
for Drizes olTcred by 3&r. R. B. Whyte, of
Ottawa, and Xr. Hermnn aimmera, of Toronc>.

First of aIl put soine rougi Icavcs or
fibrous turf in the bottomi o! the pot.
lBefore inserting the cuttings give tihe
pots a gooti sprinkling, using a fine rose
can. Put one, tvo and thrce geraniurns
iii a pot andi about an inch and a hali
deup. H-ave a sniali wood label in echd
pot w~ith the nane o! the variety, date
of insertion, and other useful informa-
tion.

Set the pots rutside in a cool frain
on a bed of asiies, andi use a glass sash
or wvindow over theni in case of rajîx
coming too carly. Kecp theni mioist andi
shaded frorn sunshinc, andi al,,, let theni
have air to avoid dccay, or thc cuttings
becorning danip. In four to six weelks
moots wvill bc formced and repotting into
two anti thre inch pots, according to
their vigor, wvil1 bwe nccessary. Use the'
soi! reconiendeti for propagation. Put
the littie plants, ail nirclv labeileti, into
individual pots in a siiiiny windowv anti
shade for severai davs tii the roots bc-
crme active.

WINTER TItEATMENT
In .%,inter the best trcatinent is to give

tlxcm ail possible liglit, watcr themn about
once a wvcck arnd cean off any bad
lcaves. Tumn the plants occasionally.
The temiperature should flot go beiow
tliirty-eight degrees. In Maroh pinch or
break off the top of thc plant, to induce
side growths anti then obtain a bushy
geranium. Repot into four andtivBe inch
pots. Iceep the plants wvell wvatereti, and
admit air 'vhen possible at mid-day.

Marxurc for hot beds should be uni-
form in composition and texture.


