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been very clearly demonstrated during the past month or
two when the snow-storms, which arc common enough all
over Canada, penectrated as far south as New York and
other American cities where clectric vehicles are largely in
use. These vehicles were practically useless as 2 means of
locomotion when the streets were covered with a foot or
two of snow, and the old-time horse had to be brought into
requisition tll the refuse i the streets was cleared away.
We are therefore safe in stating that on the northern half
of this continent at least and in the countries of Europe
where snowstorms and snow blockades are more or less
frequent there will be need of man's old friend, the horse,
for many years to come. Take the city of Toronto as an
example, and outside of street railways and pleasure driv-
ing, supposing all the grocery and milk delivery wagons,
the delivery vans, the cabs, the railway trucks and such like
necessities in large cities were operated by electricity, and a
snow blockade should come along such as we had in the
carly part of the present winter, what a predicament would
the city be in! The butcher could not supply vis customers
with meat, nor the groceryman his with sugar, tea, etc,
The baker would have his bread in his bake-shops, aud, in
fact, business would be completely stopped for the time
being, and the citizens might have to ; » without a square
meal for a time. Last summer a large retail business house
in this city purchased an electric wagon for delivering
goods. This vehicle seemed to do excellent service, but
we noticed that as soon as the snow made its appearance it
was put by till the hard pavement was dry and smooth
when spring-time appeared.

All this goes to show that for many years to come, and
perhaps for all time, the useful horse will be needed in
carrying on he general business of our large towns and
cities. But there 1s a wider field for the horse than
thus. In the realm of pleasure and of sport the harse has
as strong a hold upon its constituency as it ever had, and
1N some respects a stronger one. A few years ago it was
thought the bicycle would drive the riding horse out of
existence ; but wheeling only proved to be a very transitory
kind of sport, and 1t 15 fast receding from the place it at
tamed ac a means of giving pleasure to the leisure classes
Hunting, horse-racing, riding and driving are just as
popular among those who spend their time for pleasure as
they ever were, and the demand for horses suitable for
these purposes 1s better than 1t has been for many years.
Then the demand for draft horses, horses for cavalry pur-
poses and heavy teamung of all kinds is stronger than it
ever was. In fact, the demand for hiyh-class horses suit-
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able for the purposes we have named cannot now be sup-
plied, and ic the regular course of things it will take at
least three or four years before the colts of :his years
breeding will be able to supply the want. But, while this
bright outlook exists in regard to the highest types of

horses, the demand for the ordinary horse, or the so-called
“scrub,” is very little better than it ever was and without
the prospect of anything better in the future. It is this
stamp of horse that electricity, automotors and such like
arc driving out of the market, and which it will never pay
our farmers to breed.

It m2y be thought by some that we are putting the posi-
tion of the horse for the future a little too strongly, and
that if our farmers go largely into breeding the types of
horses «e have advocated it will only be a short while be.
fore the market is over-supplied, and the country over-
stocked with good horses. \While there is always a possi-
bhility of such a thing happening with any line of procedure,
it must be admitted that in this coumury at least it will take
many years of training before the bulk of our farmers are
in a positicn to produce the high quality the market de.
mands. Experience, time and a continued line of breed-
ing are necessary to produce the highest kinds of horses
the market demands. But what we coutend for is this,
that if our farmers are going to raise horses—and they cer-
tainly are not going to give up raising them no matter what
the condition of the market may be—why not raise the
very best kind ¢f horses, and a type that will command
the very highest price when offered for sale ?

D
The Kind of Horse to Breed

Successful horse-breeding requires care, skil, knowledge
of the market and the types required, and a determined
effort to follow one line of breeding to a successful con-
clusion. As we have pointed, out clsewhere, success can-
not be attained by jumping from one hne of breeding to
another. Tor example, to breed the style of horse required
for hunting cr riding it might take a farmer with the quality
of horses found on the average farm several years before
he would be in a position to supply the kind the market
demands. Consequently, for a farmer to start out on a
certain line of breeding and change onto something else in
a year or two would be only to leave the work half done.
The ki.ds of horses in demand at the present time and the
methods of producing some of them are very well outlined
in the prospectus of the Russell Stock Improvement Co,,
referred to elsewhere, and from which we take the follow-
ing :
“ Dull sales and fow prices curtailed the breeding of
hor.es to such an extent that a real scarcity now exists.
Those who saw what was coming strongly advised a re-
newing of the breeding of good horses two or three years
ago, but the conditions were so bad at the time that fax-
mers could not be advised to make the venture, But s:ow
the scarcity is upon us—everyone can see it, and good
horses to fill the demand simply cannot be had. Gaod
saddle and carriage horses are in great request, average
better prices than ever befo.e, and they are simply not to
be had in sufficient numbers to supply the demand.
Heavy draught horses for home use are scarce and almost
unobtainable. Then there is the steady British and for-
eign demand, not only for heavy draught, carriage and
saddle horses, but also for cavalry horses. And while
there is not now, and probably never will be again, a prof-
itable demand for a medium or poor class of horses such
as used to be absorbed by street railwav companies, at
the same time the opportunities, perhaps, never were so
bright for the profitable production of really good draught
horses and good carriage and saddle horses as to-day, and
the question is, how are these to be produced ?

“‘There is but one way to do it, viz.: by breeding the
right class of mares to the right class of sires and raising
and breaking the colts properly. The mares used for
dams must be of the right type, and none but purebred
sires of the best quality should ke bred to. Colts shoutd
receive special care, more particularly for the first two
years. ‘They chould get a little grain just as soon after
foaling as they will take it, to be increased as the colt de-
velops, and at weaning time, say at about five months old,
no check is felt by the removal of the mother’s milk, They




