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And lience the testimony thus adduced by the practice
of the early setLiers is .ohvay of soute salue.

But it does not follow tliat a more extendled theoret
ical know ledge of soils and their adaptability niay not
be of iuch value. Some soils are well adapted to the
grows th of several knds of Crop whici mnay not have
been brouglit out in the piractice of the early settlers,
bout w% hich ma> blisemered at onlce b> one skilled in
soils and a know% ledge of their de apaihtes.

It is true that adapbt.bilhty Im sus may be mtîuch

mnodinled by the skill tf the husbandman, but tis

uisuaily imioilves ni,, littie expense. Te means usei
in producing modificat ion are imcehanical and chicir'al

in their nature, the former incluling such procueýscs as

undedrainage, trenching, etc., antd the latter the
applicationtuf manures th.t miay be particularly adaputeil
to the special needs of the land.

This is a step in advance of the discovery of adapta-
bility through observation of the practices of others,.
and until the scientific knowIedge of farninîg becoines
more rapidl disseminated ults be cntined the fews

This stud> of adaptability is a keynote t susccefuI
farning. Without it the hiusbandmuan wsorks in a
measure in the dark and always at a ioss, and the ioss

is pruportioned tu the estent of his operations.
There is such a thing esisiing unfortunately as

prejudice to adaptabiit ut sos afiter this ha' beenî

discovered. It i, the creed of su large a number, tiat
in their practice the thing tiat hath been i, that which

shall be, lience when adaptability lias been discovered

they are toih t. adopt it. This may be: illustratedI by
the apathy of many fariiiers to introduce to any ctent

the soninig svsteii, aIlnugh its itility has bCen so

amply demnstrated, as has also the adaptability of
teir lands t grow saniling crops.

The most fit ful studients of adiaptability in sosiLs,
s ietier natural or acqired, will prove the m bluC
cessful farniers as a rule, otl,:r things being equal.

For tht CASA 4AS ia Sio a, Fa.x . Aî &_.

Farmers' Wives.
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A TRENCHANT P'EN \\ IEî iN A <C'Olb cAisE.

I have, in course of lime, very frequently lcardl
remarks made to the elfect thilat farncr's weis are
drudges. Laite I hate become throughly tired
hearing such remnarks. That some of itein na> be
said to be dnudlges in a certain sense, iust b freely
admlnitted, but frcoim the concIuion that the applclation
is gencrally aplcable, i nosi eiphaticaliv "ent.

It is qiuite truc that snme unreasonailc farmers
expcrt far too much of tlcir wives; as is instaicedi in
the case of a certain liusblandainai, shose opinion wnas
ilesired on one'f the great questions of the day,
"k narriage a failire ?' " Why," said lie. ther's

my wifc Lucindy, %lie geis Up in the nornin', liglhts
the tire, mllilks si r ws, gets breaktast, starts four
children t.school.looks after the otiher three, fetess

the hens and the mîuotlerless lamb.s, skiisîî Ile miilk,
makes the huitter, wasics the lishtes and aIso it.
clothes, darns the socks, gets the dinner, miLs again
at niglit, and docs lits of otiher things. Think, 1
could hire anyhoudy to do, that for what she gels?
Not much, I couldn't. Marriage, sir, is success, a
great succcss."

No intelligent, industriouts, ccononical farmer,
would allow his wife mo lie made a drudge, or ru
make a druige of hersclf i know -f srtine loud-
talking, very prelentuius farmers, wio, wsere it nt
for the cxecutis c ability of their n es, wsouli not ha% e
homes of their on n.

Men of the farn arc oftcn extravagant, carciess,

ill-tcimpered anîud intidy, and tiese unpileasant habits
have frequently tl be usercone by the ierry leart
anîdchcerful countenance ut the ls ing wvite and mother.

By the world gencrally, there is seIdon awarded
the full share ofimerit and praise due to the wuuen who
rise with ledail, andi pursue wit runliagging dles tion,
the round of tlabor anid patietnce required to keepu the
huutsehltud going like a smoothl ruiniig mtachet.
Yet the haîpest, heartiest and most sensiblew %s omten
16 e C% er ileet are the w% is es of intelîgent farmers.

It is truc, the life of the farner's wife is a bîuîsy
01ne. but she l.s to endure coiparatnel few h:ad-

ships, and en oys more of thte true comiîforts of this

lite, than are enjoyed by any other class of the

pople who hase to wurk tor a living. Itis not
called drudgery to sit in a hîot roomn hour after

hour ripping tu pieces old style dresse,, and
rebuilding tiim according to fashion ; rutling,
gathering, criiping, cording, shirrng, smîoothng,
ironis, flouncing and flumating, until with hcadache
and heart sickns thI b ody .beum:,es ,fbied and

the mind imipareud , and alil in order that tlhey muay
appear to bitter advantage in the opera-housc. Vet
that is the kind of life mîany wives in the cities lead.

If lutsekeeping, preparing the butter for mîarket,
caring fur children and chickens and motheriess
latmbs is drudger, it must be because the ind of
the wonan eigaged ai such vork makes ît so. I
cannot think of any mure desirable occupation for a
sensible wsonan wlo would teacli her daughters
hîaits ut industry andi thriftiness. Doing ssork swe do
not love is always a drrudgery, but no ftarmer's wife
need be a drudge if she clevates lier work to her own
standard.

As regards the privileges %% hich ftarmers' % ives .re

lrnitted tl enjoy, let us fur a moment compare
then with Ihose of the wives of dwellers in the city.
They are permuitted to live longer. It has bucen

proved that the death-rate of districts increases with
the densît> of the pupulauton. Jmestigations nhich

have recently been made on a large scale by Dr. Farr,

prove conclusively, that of ail living beyond the age
of eighty years, only an extremely smiail p)roportior.

were' boorn or spent tieir childhood in the city, wmhile
a large proportion were reared upon the firi. The
reason for thi state of matters is not lard to Çtnd.
The conditions of city life are such as to lead to much
greater prevalenceofpe1 ideice and contagious diseases;
while dcwelers on the farin enjoy plenty of pure air
and sunshine, simple foodA and out dooIr escrcise.
Tlheir habils are regular. ilcir hours uf rising and
rctiring are early, and thcy are never wtorried aloMt
being out of emlployment.

'îist t of tarmers' wives have ail the iccessaries and

nany uf the luxuries of life, camn ride in tleir carriage
wienever they chuose tu do so. They can always
have plcnty of sweet mill, and creait, fresi butter
and eggs, they 'an piltck Ie choicest fruit fromn tt eir
nn trees and vines, they live close to nature, and

i they lu not cnjoy lier rihles and bocautirs, it mui
I becutse 1they are not in, lined to apipreciate ilteir
glorious pirivileges.

it should le a great satisfaction for iiotiiers on the
farm to know tlat the grcai majority of the successful
business men of the cities, and uf the men occupying
responsible positiomns in public life, were rearedi by
them. They producc men of robust constitutinn and
s:trength of body, vithout which no one can long
endure the strain of business and prmfessonal life.

We must acknowledge the dificlity of obtainng
femalc servants for the farn hIouse, now that femalcs
are employed to a great extent in doing work that
wvas formerly donc altogether by men.

Boiarding the hired mens in tlie farn.ouuise was at
one time conidered judicîiitus econîomîy, but now mîany
tariers lias e lbccomîe coiviiced that it is mure ceonoi.n
cal tu build simall houscs, ntolrding accommodation
for mîarred men, by which mcans better and moire
reliabule hielp is obtained uith les trarible and fewer
changes.

I ams of opmiton thaet wiatever is calculated to
liglten thç labor of the .ri:ner's wIfe will tell in the
homte comforts of the farnner himiself. This inay
appear to lbe mîerely a sellisht consideration ; neverthe.
Icss, the adjustiig of re<ptirctlîiîts us ithe ftindamental
necessity for ensuiring houseiold hariony.

The wmorld lias gruwi kinder to all womien than it

wVas trmtserly, ant it will beconie stilt kdncer as woment
reason more for tteiselves. It is not now as it was
wien site Scotch patriarch admonished lis dauglter :
"lJanet, its a slein thinug to get mîarried ! " "'Yes,
faither, but its far more solemttn to be single."

We reail aud hear mîuch about the nee.ssity for edu-
cating farnier' sons, so as to incline ilicn tu love and
honor the noble vacation of their faliers, but as )et
n e have licard ltte, if anything, about givng fariners'
daughters an education ilat would better lit themî for
the inportant position of farmers' wives. I do not
knows why agricultural colleges sboutld ne' be open
t. wmeincn ani men on the same terus. îVe nust
freelv admit that the better educated the fanner is
the more likely will he be to recognize the rights of
Iis wife, lier right to as pleasant a home as lis tneans
wdl atTord ; lier riglht to social nitercourse ; her rght
to a control over house and personal expenditures ; to
an opportunity for iinprovenent ; to an understanding
of all matters of interest to hinself, and to a share of
his tine and affectionate consideration. The cultured
man respects himwself so highly that ie considers
nothing ton good, that is vithin his means to obtain,
for the woman be has chosen to rule his home and to
be the moother of his children. The cducated wonan
wll recogize all the physical and spjintua rglts of
ber family ; she eill mianage more econornically,
govern more wisely, and work more advantageousiy,
bueside having a better tine in doing it.

Hon. John Carling, M.P.

.\tinmter .f .griculture fr 1Ieminion of Canada.

Men that serve thuir country in any of the various

public capacities, are fortunate indeedi if they have
their msserits and labors appreciated even by those
%%lit uhom liey are more direcîtly associatcd, and
thus it is that mnany are forbiîdden even Iue consolation
uf sceuring a mnocicum of happiness, ly proxy it
migit Ie sail, through the good opinion of othcrs.

Not so has it ieen vith the subject of our skceich, for,
besides long enjoying the confidence of his con-
stituiency. the li on. John Carling has ever been the
recipient of Ile greatest respcct from those associated
with hini in lis legislatsve labors.

Th. ion. John Carling, .\l.J'. for the city of
lAndur., us the yoingest son of Thomas Carling, a
native of Yorkshire, Engiand, Who came to Canada
in i8îS, and in the year folluwing scttled in the
county of .idllesex, in the tmvnship of London,
w lhre the sucbject of our î.&ctch was bom on tht 23ya
of January, 182S, and edtucated mn the public school
of that distret. Itu:pped with a sound education
and eing liessed with an industinous temperament,
it is not surprisîng that Mr. Carling at an carly age
look a ively itiierest in the publie niattersof the urme,
and soun beccame the moving spint of m:tny business
entcrprses, as shown by the fact that he was for
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