The British American Cultivator.

21

o

- 3

and the only palliation of the evil i3 obtained
{rom the application of a shoe so bevelled off from
the crust that it shall not pressupon or touch the
wole. This, however, 1s only a temporary paih-
guon, for the sole will continue to project, and
the horse will be useless,

Contracted Feet.—By tlus 19 weant an in-
erease e the lensth of the foot, and a geandual
narrowing as the heels are approached ; and as
the necess1ry consequence ol this, 2 dummution
of the width of the foat and a convavity of the
sole I point of taet, the whole ot the tvot, n-
dladinz the coffin-bone, breomes narrowed, and
consequently elongated. '['tus change of form 13
sccompanied by considerable pawmn; the action
of the horse 1s altered ; there 13 a shortened
tread, and a hesitating way of putung the fvot to
the grouni.

‘The irog and lheel would expand when the
weight of the horse descends and 13 thrown upon
then, but the nading of the shoe avthe hecis pre-
ventsit.  Thence the pan and lamenese,  Br.
‘Turner of Regent-street vbviates thus by a very
suple method.  Ile putsfour or five nails i the
shoe on the outside, and only two on the mside,
There 1s then suffictent room for the natural ex-
pansion to take place, and the fout and action of
the horse are hittle or 1ot at all changed.  Tls
t3 an admurable contrivance, and recourse should
always be had to it,

The Navicular Joint Discase.—There are
many horses with open and well-formed feet that
are fame. In every motion of the foot there 132
great deal of action between the navicular bone
and the flexor tendon which passes over itin
order to be mnserted into the navicular bone.—
Prom concussivn or violent mouon, the mem-!
brane or the cartlage which covers the navicular
bone 18 bruised or abraded, the hoise becomes
lame, and often conunues so for hfe. This dis-!
ease admits of remnedy to a very considerable !
extent ; no one, however, but a sk ifut veterinuy
sirg-on is capable of successfully undeninking u.l

Sand-crack 1s a diwviston ot the crust of the
hoof fLom wne upper part of it downward. Itl
bespeaks brittleness of the foot, and often arises!
trom a single faise step.  If the crack has net;
penetrated through the hors, 1t muct neverthe-
leas he pared fauly out, and generady a coating !
of prch should be bound ramnd the foot.  If the |
crack has reached the quick, that must be done
which ought to be done 1n every case—a skiltut |
siraeon shuuld be consalted, otherwise false quar- !
ter wmay ensue, .

Lalse Quarter is a dwicion of the Liganent
by which the crust 1s secreted. It 1s oue of thy
va-eties of sand-crack, wnd exceedmgly dudicult I
to vura,

Treat or Overreach is a clumsy hehit of set-
ting one foor upon or brwsing the other. It
should numed:ately and carsfuliy be attended to,
or 2 had cuse of gnitlor may ensuae.

Quillor 14 the formation of little pipes hetween
the crust and the hoof, by means ot which the
purulent matier secteted fiom 2oine wound be-
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neath the crust makes its escape. The healing
of thig, and of every species of prick or wound ta
the sole or crust, ie often exceedingly difRicult,

Corns are said (o exist when the posterior part
of the foot between the external crust and the
bars is unnaturally contracted and becomes in-
flamed. Corns are the consequence of continued
and unnatural pressure. The thorough cure of
corns will put the ingenuity of the aperator o
the trial.

Thrush is the consequence of unnatural pres-
sare en the frog. It is the cause and ihe eflect
of etntiac.ion, whether it 1s found 1n the heels of
the fore fect or the hinder ones. Itis not diffi-
cult to cure when taken in time, but when negs
lected it often becomes a very serious matter.

Cunker is the consequence of thrush, er, in~
Jeed, of alinost every disease of the foot, It is
attended by a greater or Jess separation of horn,
which sometunes leaves the whole of the sole
bare. Tlus, also, like the diseases of the toot
generally, 13 dufficult of cure.

Few things cre mare neglected, and yet of
greater importance to the comiort and durability
of the horse, than a proper system of shoeing. It
15 necessary that the foot should be defended from
the wear and tear of the roads, but that very
defence 100 often entails on the anunal a degree
of injury and suffering scarcely credible. “I'he
shoe 1s fixed 10 the foot, and olten interferes with
and hmits the beautiful expansibiity of that o3-
gan, and thus causes much unnecessary concus-
stun and nuschief,

The shoe of a healthy foot should offer a per
fectly flat suriace to the ground. The beanng
or wenrht of the hrrse will then be diffused over
the surtace of the shee, and there will be noinju-
rious accwinulaton of 1t on different points. Tao
often, however, there is a convexity toward the
nner edge, which causes an inequahty of beanng,
and breaks and destrays the crugt. Rownd the
outer edae of the shoe, and extended oves tweo-
thirds of 11 on the lower surface, a groove 13sunl,
through which pass the nails for the faztening of
the shoe, At first they somewhat project, bus
they are scon worn down 1o the level of the shoe,
winch i the healthy foot should not vary from
the heel to the toe,

The widih of the skoe will depend on that of
the foot. The general rule s that it should pro~
tect the sole from injury, and be as wide at the
heel as the frox will permit.

T'he npper surface of the shoe should be diffe-
rently forated. It should be tlat along the upper
end, outer supportinz the crast, or, m other
werds, the weight of the horse, and widest at the

{heel, s0 as 10 meet and withsiand the shock of

the bars and crust.  The inner portion of the
shoe shou'd be bevelled off, in order that n the
descent of the sole, that part of 1he foot may nos
be bruised.  The owner of the horse should occo~
sianally be present when the shoes are removed,
aad he will be 100 often surprised to see how far
the suzith, elmost wilfully, deviates from the tight



