188

[

. AGRICULTURIST, AND JOURNAL

but asa dot, he will sud-lenly close both wings,
and, falling like an acrolite, puss throagh theinter-
vening ¢pace in a few seconds of time, With a
burst his broad piniong are againur folded ; his
downward progressisarrested,mnd hesweepsaway
horizontally, smoothly, and without effort. Lle
has been seen 1o do this when carrying a sheep
of twenty-six pounds weight in his talovs; and
from so giddy a height that both the eagle and
his booty were not larger than asparrow. It was
directly over a wall ot reck in which the eyrie was
huilt; and while the speck in the clouds was be-
ing examined, and doubts eutertnined as to the
possibillity of its being the eagle, down he came
headlong, every instant ivcressing in size, when
in passizg the precipice, out flew his mighty
wings; tie sheep was flung into the nest, and on
the magnificent creature moved, calmly and uo-
flurried, as a batk sails gently down the strewm
of a river.”

AN Arrixg Laxp Suie.—The Steinberg cl'ff,
a rocky wall of several m.llions of cabic fathoms,
with all the forest upon it, and the nageltiuh wall
of the * Gemeinde Murchy” siuking like a terrace
more than 100 feet below, had given way. This
was the sigoal for nniversal destruction, tor then
began a tragedy which can be compared to no
other phenowenon for its fearful sublimity. Iao
the wildest coofusion b'ocksof rock and splinters
of stone, mud and turf, foliage and trees, some-
times whirted up into the air, sometimes, envel-
oped in clouds of dust, chused each other over
the mountain shoulders of the Valey of Groldan.
The chaotic fall of the vast masses, the speed of
their descent, the universal confusion, increased
every moment. Mountain blocks as big as
houses, with pioes fixed to them, hurried, as if
elung by & demon’s fist, with three bounds like
flying birds, bigh through the air. Other mass-
es of rock ricochetted like shots from a giant
canoonade, strking from time to time only to
bourd up again into theair. Others were crush-
ed by their compasions un their path, and splut-
terred like white-hot iron rods shooting out
gparks under the hammer. It was ascene from
the Titauw's battle of Grek wmythology..—Ber-
Lrpsch’s Alps.

AN Evgruastixe Acror—Sir Emmerson
Teunent, in bis Natural History of Ceylon, says
the elephant occasionly feigna death in order to
regain 1ts freedom. Of a recent captive he
writes—*It was led from the corral as asual be-
tween two tame ones, and had already proceed-
ed far tpwards its destination, when, night clos-
ing in, and the torches beiog lighted, it refused
to go on, and fivally sank to the ground, appa-
rently lifeless. Mr. Cribbs ordered the fasten-
ings to be removed from its legs, and when all
sttempts to raise it had failed, so convinced was
he that it was Gead, that he ordered the ropes to
be taken off and the carcazgsabandoned. While
this was being done, he and a gentleman by

whom he was accompanied leaned agaigg
budy to rest. 'I'hey had scarcely taken the
parture and proceeded a few yards, whenty
astonishment the elephant rose with the yy
ulacrity, an fled towards the jungle,screany
the top of its voice, its cries being audibier
atter it bad disappeared in the shades of
forest.”

A Wonrbd aout SErreNTs —Thereis sy
little serpent, suys our old friend, who i3 p»
Iy active in his movements, and & masier of
science of projectil s. He springs upon by
from beneath shrubs,&c. ofter having tarce)*
gellrapid 'y round and rrund upon the guy
obtain that rotarymotion for his tlight whichs
insures accuracy of aim. He is quites |f
worthin his way, is thislitt!e serpeus, the g
and brings down his men at twenty cuby
tasce. The Paubere secures his preyw
hook, which is fustened to the end of by
e swaliows oxen alive and entire, and ¢
quently suffers seve ely from indigestionn
count of the horns. OQur old frieads the
vipers, boas, anacondas, cobras and rattley
figure in this strange company, and we'
many noveliies concerning their nature
ve. You would n t imagine, now, that’
vipers “many noble medicines are prepared’
that +¢a wine from their flesh is singularia
sump‘ive, leporous, and scorbutic casey’n
“ they #iford also a volatile salt, the moste
ous cord:al in nature.” Greatis the pov
simple things. If ever dear reader, youu
rattlesnake, dont run away, but get a b
wild penny-royal; then, haviog fastened it.
end of a stick, present it to the creatures
and if it be on'y of the family, one of whid
80 dealt with by Cap*ain Silas Taglor, inth
1657, it will turn and wriggle, labouringh
avoid the potent herbd, and die in less tha
an from its mere scent,—Once @ Week,

Fairy Rings'—An accidental circon
occurred to me on a journey to visit thefu.
and beautiful monastery of Batalba,in Pa.
On our road we were overtaken by ened
tremeoduocus thunder-storms incident toh
mates, and which bear no comparison.
slight movements in the elements of o,
atmosphere. Whilst takiug shelterironi
of the storm, the forked lightoing atruck.
objects not far from us. Soon afiermnis
served several rings of smoke and gus»
slowly in the air, which, preserviog theirx
form, enlarged and diminished alternste
they ultimately settled in that form onthe
before us. In a day or two afterwards @
ing the same spot, I observed on the s
al rings, densely green, two or threeiick
the grass of which (circumferences or b
grown foll an inch in that short time, sl
were beginuing to make their .premi
must have been some very fertilisiog
the gas; and it has struck me that them



