HOG ISLAND. 2

I have been told that since this war the cus-
tom of torturing persons to death has fallen
gradually into disuse among the Indian tribes
of these regions, and even along the whole
frontier of the States an instance has not been
known within these forty years.*

Leaving the channel of the river, and the .

cluster of islands at its entrance, we stretched
northwards across Lake St. Clair. This beau-
tiful lake, though three times the size of the
Lake of Geneva, is a mere pond compared with
the enormous seas in its neighbourhood. About
one o’clock we entered the river St. Clair,
(which, like the Detroit, is rather a strait or
channel than a river,) forming the communica-
tion between Lake St. Clair and Lake Huron.
Ascending this beautiful river, we had, on the
right, part of the western district of Upper
Canada, and on the left the Michigan territory.
The shores on either side, though low and
bounded always by the line of forest, were
broken into bays and little promontories, or

* This was subsequently confirmed by Mr. School-
craft.
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