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16 LEGENDS, TRADITIONS AND LAWS

upon those who were fighting for their wives, their children,
their homes, their alters and their God. When it is recorded
that “ men, women and children, indiscriminately, were hewn
down and lay in heaps upon the snow,” it is spoken of as do-
ing God’s service, because they were nominally heathen. “Be-
fore the fight was finished, the wigwams were set on fire, and
into those, hundreds of innocent women and children had
crowded themselves, and- perished in the; genera] conflagra-
tion.” And for those thanksgivings werg “sent up to heaven,
the head of Philip is strung upon a pol¢,-and exposed to the

public. But this was not done by savage warriors, and the -

crowd that huzzaed at the revolting spectacle, assembled on
the Sabbath day, in a Puritan church, to listen to the Gospel
that proclaims peace and love t ‘_all men. His body was Hter-
ally cut in slices to be dist;iyat/ed among the conquerors, and
a christian city rings with aéclamation. :

In speaking of this bloody contest, one who is most eminent
among the fathers, says: “ Nor could they cease';;réying unto

", the Lord agax“nsl;/l{hilip, until they had prayed the bullet

through his heart.” “Two and twenty Indian captives were
slaip, and brought down to hell in one day.” “A bullet took
him in the head, and sent his cursed soul in a moment amongst
the devils and blasphemers in hell forever.”

Masasoit, the father of Philip, was the true friend to the
English, and when he was“about to die, took his two sons,
Alexander and Philip, and fondly commended them to the

kindness of the new settlers, praying them the same peace and’

good will might be between them, that had existed between
him and his white friends. Upon mere suspicion only a short
time afterwards, the elder, who succeeded his father as ruler,
among his people, was hunted in his forest home, and dragged
before the court, the nature and object of which he could not

understand. But the indignity which was offered him, and the -.

treachery of those who insulted him, so chafed his proud spirit
that a fever was the consequence, of which he died. And that
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