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PREFACE.

i

~ The hxstory-ot‘ our race is the record mainly of men's achiev-
ments, in war, in statéeraft and diplomacy. If mention is made
of woman it is of Queens "and intriguing beauties who ruled and -
schemed for powér and riches, a.nd often worked mischief and
ruin by their wiles. -
The story of woman’s work in great mlgmtmns has been told
. only in lines and passages where it ought instead to fill volumes.
Here and there incidents and anecdotes scattered through a
thousand tomes give us glimpses of the wife, the mother, or the
daughter as 4 heroine or as an angel of kindness and goodness,
8 but most of her story is a blank which never will be filled up. -
- And yet it is precisely in her position as a pioneer and -colonizer
that her influence is the most potent and her life story most inter-
“esting.
: ~Thﬁglory of a nation consists in its migrations and the colonies
it plants as well as in its wars of conquest. The warrior who
v B wins a battle deserves a laurel no more nghtfully than the pioneer
. who leads his race into the wilderness and builds there a new
empire. ©
The movernent which has carried our people from the Atlantic
to the Pacific Ocean and in the short space of two centuries and a
half has founded the greatest republic which the world ever saw,
has already taken its place in history as one of the grandest achiev-
ments of humanity since the world began. It is a moral as well
as a physical triumph, and forms an epoch in the advance of civili-
zation. In this grand achievement, in this triumph of physical and
moral endurance, woman must be allowed her share of the honor.
It would be a truism, if we were to say that our Republic would
not have been founded without her aid. 'We need not enlarge on
the necessary position which she fills in human society every where.
~ 'We are to speak of her now as a soldier and laborer, a heroine and
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