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Memorable Debate at the Peace Conference
The Limitation af Military Expenditure
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conference, which had been entrusted 
with the examination of the question, 

: the conférence unanimously adopted 
the following resolution : The confer­
ence considers that the limitation of 
the military charges which now weigh 
upon the world is greatly to be . desired 

, tor the promotion of the material and 
moral welfare of humanity."

Count Muravieff, in his memorandum 
of August, 1898, addressed to Europe 
in the name of bis Majesty the Emper­
or of Russia, said: “Financial burdens 
constantly on the increase affect public 
prosperity at its source; the intellec­
tual and physical forces of the peo­
ples, labor and capital, are to a large 
extent diverted from .their natural ap 
plication and are unproductively con­
sumed. Hundreds of millions are de­
voted to acquiring terrible engines of 
destruction which, tbouglt regarded to­
day as the last word of science, are 
destined tomorrow to lose all value in 
consequence of some fresh discovery 
in the same field. National 'culture, 
economic progress, the production of 
wealth, are paralysed or thwarted in 
their development. Moreover, the more 
the armaments of each power increase, 
the less do they fulfil the object which 
the governments bad in view. Econo­
mic crlaes. due in great measure to th" 
system of armaments a outrance, and 
the continual danger which lies in this 
massing of war material, transform the 
armed peace of our times into a crush­
ing burden which the peoples 
more and more difficulty in bearing. It 
therefore seems evideht that, if this 
situation were prolonged, it would in­
evitably lead to the very cataclysm 
which it is desired to avert, and the 
horrors of which cause all humanity to 
shudder at the thougnt of it.”

These words, so eloquent and so true 
when they were first uttered, are to­
day still more forcible and more true. 
For, Monsieur le President, since that 
date military expenditure upon armies 
as well as upon navies has considerab­
ly increased. Thus, according to the 
most exact information Which I have 
received, this expenditure reached in 
1888—that is to say in the year which 
immediately preceded the first confer­
ence at The Hague—a total of more 
than £251,000,000 tor the countries of 
Europe, with the exception of Turkey 
and Montenegro (regarding which I 
have no information), 'the United 
States of America, and Japan; while 
in the year 1906 the similar expendi­
ture of the same countries exceeded a 
total of £320,000,000.

It will thus be seen that in the in­
terval between the two 
annual military expenditure has befen 
augmented by the sum of £69,000,000,, 
or more than .1,725 millions of,francs, 
which is ah enormous' Increase. Such is 
this excessive expenditure which might 
be employed for better ends; such, 
Monsieur le President, is the burden 

Sunder which our populations are 
groaning; such is the Christian peace 
of the civilized world in the twentieth 
century. I will not speak of the econo­
mic aspect of the question, of the great 
mass tof men who are compelled by 
these preparations for war to leave 
their occupations, and of the prejudi-

The special correspondent of the 
London Times at The Hague, whiting 
under date of August 18, says;

The fourth plenary sitting of the 
conference Under the presidency of M. 
Nelidoff on Saturday afternoon was 
first occupied with the final adoption 
of the rules of land warfare and ot 
naval bombardments submitted as the 
result of the debates of the second 
and third committees and the registra­
tion of reservations on the part of cer­
tain powers. Public interest, however, 
will turn to the proceedings which oc­
cupied the second half of the sitting 
when the British voeu that the gov­
ernments should resume the serious 
study of the limitation of military ex­
penditure was adopted by acclamation 
after impressive speeches by Sir Ed­
ward Fry and M. Nelidoff, statements 
communicated to the president by Mr. 
Choate (United States of America) and 
Senor de Villa Urrutia (Spain), and a 
brief and" forcible declaration by M. 
Bourgeois (France).

The body of the Knights’ Ball 
cfowded with the delegates of all na­
tions, and the galleries were crowded 
with spectators, who Included many la­
dies. A new arrangement of seats had 
been adopted in order to improve the 
acoustics of the building. The presi­
dent’s chair had been shifted from the 
east end of the hall to the middle of 
the north wall, and the delegates most­
ly sat in longitudinal lines running the 
whole length of the building. The Ger-' 
man and Turkish delegations, however, 
sat on the right and left hand of the 
chair with the American and a few 
other delegates behind them at right 
angles to the rest of the benches. The 
British delegation, facing the north, sat 
immediately in front of the president 
with the French delegation 
them.

It was about 4.16 when Sir Edward 
Fry rose and proceeded to a reading 
desk on the right of the chair. The 
sight of “the good grey head that all 
men know” is always when Sir Ed­
ward Fry rises the signal for pro­
found silence in the committees and 
the plenary sittings, and it has been 
remarked that although the first Bri­
tish delegate may not be so versed in 
the niceties of French pronunciation 
as many members of the conference he 
always commands the absolute atten­
tion and the willing respect of the il­
lustrious assembly.

Sir Edward Fry's Speech
Sir Edward Fry said:
Monsieur le -President, I have the 

honor to submit to you on behalf of 
his Britannic Majesty’s government a 
proposal of the highest importance..

When his "Imperial Majesty the Em­
peror of Russia convoked the first 
peace conference at The Hague he pro­
posed as the first object of its labors 
“to seek without delay the means ", of 
putting an end to the progressive in­
crease of armaments on land and sea, 
a question the solution of which is 
manifestly becoming more, and more 
urgent In view of the fresh extension 
which has been given to these arma­
ments.”

After having taken cognizance of the 
report of the first committee of the

cial effect of this state of things upon 
general prosperity. Ton knowthis as­
pect of the question better than I cfo.

I am, therefore, quite ^pre that you 
will agree with me in the conclusion 
that the realization of the desire 
pressed by the Emperor of Russia and 
by the first conference would 
great blessing for the Whole of 
ity. Is this desire capable of being re­
alized ? This is a question to which I 
cannot, supply a categorical answer. I 
can only assure you that my'govern­
ment is a convinced supporter of these 
high aspirations and that it charges 
me to invite you to work together for 
the rellzation of this noble desire.

In ancient times, Monsieur le Presi­
dent, men dreamed of an age of gSld 
which had existed on earth in the 
distant past; but in all ages and among 
all nations poets, sibyls, prophets, and 
all noble and inspired souls have al­
ways cherished the hope of the return 
of this golden age under the form of 
the reign of universal peace.
Utima Cumae! venit jam

aetas, -
Magnus integro saeclorum naecitur 

ordo.
Jam redit et vlrgo, redeunt Satumia 

régna.
- Such was the dream of the Latin 
poetr for his age; but today the sense 
of the solidarity of the human race 
has more than ever spread over the 
whole world. It is this sentiment that 
has rendered possible the convocation 
of the present conference; and it is in 
the name of this sentiment that I re­
quest you not to separate without hav­
ing asked that the governments of the 
world should devote themselves very 
earnestly to the question of the limita­
tion of military charges.

My government recognizes that • It 
belongs to the duty of every country 
to protect itself against its enemies 
and against the dangers by which it 
may be threatened, and that every 
government has the right and the duty 
to decide what its own country ought 
to do tor this purpose. It is, therefore, 
only by means of the goodwill, the 
free will, of each government, acting 
in its own right, for the welfare of its 
country, that the object of 
can be realized.

The government of his Britannic Ma­
jesty, recognizing that several powers 
desire to restrict their military expen­
diture, and that this object can only 
be realized by the independent action 
of each power, has thought it to be its 
duty to inquire whether there are any 
means for satisfying these aspirations. 
My government has, therefore, author­
ized us to make the following declara­
tion:

The government of Great Britain: 
will be prepared to communicate an­
nually to powers which would pursue 
the same course the programme for 
the construction of new ships of war 
and the expenditure which this pro­
gramme would entail. This exchange 
of information would facilitate an 
change of views between the govern­
ments on the subject of the reductions 
which it might be possible to,-effect by 
mutual agreement. The British gov­
ernment believes that in this way it

might be possible to- arrive at an un- f delegate of France created a profound 
demanding with regard to the expen- I impression, and were received with 
ditnre which the States which should subdued applause, 
undertake to adopt this course would M. Nelidoff then proceeded to read 
be justified in incorporating in their the declaration of Spain, in which the 
estimates. first Spanish delegate, Senor de Villa

In conclusion, therefore, Monsieur le Urratia, recalled the fact that his gov- 
President, I have the honor to propose emment, at the time when the present 
to you the adoption of the following conference was convened, had reserved 
resolution; the right of discussing the question of

The conference confirms the résolu- the limitation of armaments, which 
Mon adopted by the conference of 1899. had been submitted to the former 
in regard to the limitation of military j ference by the Tsar. Senor de Villa 
charges; and, in view of the fact that ! Urratia regretted that circumstances 
military charges have considerably had not permitted the nations to tol- 
increased in almost all countries since low out this noble Idea. He desired 
that year, the conference declares -that to give expression to the sympathies 
it is highly desirable that the govern- of the Spanish government with the 
ments should resume the serious study views expounded by Sir Edward Fry, 
of this question (quilest hautement de- and to the hope that the endeavors of 
slrable de voir les Gouvernements re- all nations in this sense might one day 
prendre l’etude serieuse de cette ques- be cfownêd with success.
I*011)- M. Nelidoff next read the déclara-

The first British delegate then bowed Uons ol Argentina • and Chile, com- 
and returned to his place on the front municated by M. Drago and M. Concha 
bench amid cheers which were taken in SUPP.°N of the British proposal. The 
up in the galleries. Argentiné and Chilian delegates furth-

M. Nelidoff at once followed, but he treat* of di3ar™-
remained seated in the chair while ament which their governments had 
reading the declarations which had I tnd }° which
been communicated in writing L eJtect been already given,
to him by Mr. Choate (America) text,of the treaty
and Senor de Villa Urratia (Spain) as ^!*®d !he,5°n!erencf, to
well as by Dr. Drago (Argentina) and B5S?. Its, thanks to the Argentine and 
Senor Concha (Chile), He began by de'e8at!one, and, in particular,
reading Mr. Choate’s declaration: of the work of M.

In the course of the negotiations ™Jfi'»£snC,5.a' who had them-
which preceded the present conference ^ I*6 treaty; havins
the government of the United States i” ?5ic5 in th°!r respective coun-
considered it to be Its duty to reserve conference6 7 ,?fHhe
the right to bring forward here the irn- o? its invltatlon
portant subject of the limitation of ar- f 11 P at w**? loud cheers- 
maments, in the hope that that might Nehdoff’e Speech
advance in some small degree the lofty M. Nelidoff then rose and addressed 
conception which Inspired the Emperor the conference as follows:
°fJ?uMSla In tirsl appeal. The eloquent speech of his excellency
. While regretting that more progress the first British delegate and the pro- 
ln the direction Indicated by his Im- posai with which it concluded, as well 
perial Majesty cannot be made at this as the communications with which I 
moment, we are happy to think that have Just acquainted you cannot it
there is no intention on the part of the seems to me, fall to meet with a 
nations to abandon his Majesty’s en- sympathetic reception on our Dart The 
deavors, and we request to be allowed idea of diminishing charges which 
to express our sympathy for the views weigh upon the populations owing to 
expressed by his excellency the first the fact of wars by seeking 
delegate of Great Britain, and to sup- means of putting an end to the pro- 
p°r} the Proposal which he has Just gressive increase of armaments on land 
maae. (Cheers.) and on sea, constituted the chief mo-

Declaration by M. Mourgeois tive of the initiative taken by the Em- 
At this stage an Important incident, of Russia *n order to bring about

which seemed to have been unexpected meetmg of the Peace Conferences, 
by the majority of the assembly, took Thls thought was, so to speak, 
place. M. Mourgeois (France) rose in corner-stone of that action. It formed 
his place in the body of the hall and the starting-point of the Russian Cir- 
made the following declaration : cular of August 12 (24). 1898, and
sin the name of the-French delegation Placed at the head of the programme 

I declare our support (je declare ap.- which the cabinet of St. Petersburg 
puyer expressément) \ of the proposal Proposed to the powers in its circular 
formulated by Sir JBdward, Fry and °* December 30, 1898 (January 11, 
upheld by our colleagues of the United 1”9)- All the governments g^ve their 
States of'America. * adhesion, and the conference, from the

The first delegate‘.of the French Re- out8et- had to occupy itself with a pro- 
4?ubl|c, remembering that he was in P?sal °* the Russian delegation which 
1899 the initiator of the voeu of the aimed at preventing the increase of ai> 
firat conference, will perhaps be al- maments.
lowed to express thé confident “belief Contact with reality, however, 
that between! noW; and the meeting of not long in revealing all the practical 
the next assembly ftfcê study to which difficulties which this generous thought 
the conference, inyite#4h*.governments involved when the question of apply- 
in the name okhujçaitfty will be repo- ing it arose. In the committee which 
lutely pursued, r ^ , : * i was entrbsted. with the- consideration

The declarations ©f the, eminent first of the subject very keen differences

of opinion soon broke out, and the de­
bates assumed such a character that, 
instead of the desired understanding, 
there was a danger of a disagreement 
which might have proved fatal to the 
rest of thé laT&ors of the conference. It 
had to be acknowledged that the ques* 
tion was not ripe, that it required fur­
ther study on the part of the different 
governments at home; and it was in 
this sense that, after having unani­
mously adopted the resolution which 
has just been recalled by the first dele­
gate of Great Britain, the committee 
expressed the desire (voeu) that “the 
governments, taking account of the 
proposals made to the conference, 
should enter upon a study of the pos­
sibility of an understanding with 
Sârd to the limitation of armed forces 
on land and on sea and of military 
estimates’’ (budgets de guerre).

But here once more practical experi­
ence was not destined to correspond 
with the ideal nature of the 
(voeu). As I have just intimated, only 
two States—Argentina and Chile—have 
been able to give effect to that voeu 
by concluding a convention of disarm­
ament, which I have had the honor of 
reading to you. The majority of the 
powers Of Europe had other preoccu­
pations. Scarcely had the conference 
terminated its labors when 
which arose in an empire of Eastern 
Asia obliged, the governments to in­
tervene with armed force, 
time afterwards one of the great Euro­
pean powers found itself engaged in 
South Africa in a struggle which 
cessitated on its part a great military 
effort. Finally, during these last years 
the Far East was the theatre of a gi­
gantic war, the liquidation of which is 
barely finished (dont la liquidation est 
a peine terminée). Need I also 
tion the colonial struggles and diplo­
matic difficulties which may have tem­
porarily compelled one power or an­
other to increase its armaments ? The 
result was that the governments, far 
from having been able to occupy them­
selves, in conformity with the desire 
expressed by the conference, with the 
means of limiting armaments, had, in 
the contrary, to increase their arma­
ments to an extent which has just 
been dho.wn you by^the figures adduced 
by Sir Edward Fry!

It was in consideration of these 
circumstances, gentlemen, that the 
Russian government this time refrain­
ed from placing the limitation of ar­
maments upon the programme of the 
conference which it proposed to the 
powers. To begin with, it considered 
that this question was not ripe for 
being discussed with fruitful results.
In the second place, it did not desire 
to provoke discussion which, as the ex­
perience of 1899 showed, could only, 
in opposition to the aim of our com­
mon endeavors, accentuate a disagree­
ment among the powers by giving oc­
casion for irritating debates. The Rus­
sian government, for its part, was de­
termined not to take part in such dis­
cussions, and it knew that this was 
likewise the determination of some 
other great powers.

Yet thç seed sown at the time of 
the fitst.- conference haS .germinated they went th$ ! 
indépend^ntly of tfhè action. .of thç gov- | morablq-, sfttiug.

ernments. A very emphatic 
of public opinion has ariscai 
ent countries in favor of thr r-. 
of armaments, and Ui 
whose sympathies for* the 
have not diminished, in spit, 
difficulties of carrying it 
themselves confronted with rn 
tions which they are not in a • 
to satisfy. Thus it is, gentler, 
the British government, gi\ 
sion to its own

e go
ex-

be a 
human- rid

d»\ngeon-
preoccupat

making itself the organ of 
ing, evinced its intention of r 
less calling the attention of th. 
assembled in conference at The 
to the question of the limita 
armaments, and that its first 
has just brought before us tl 
which the cabinet of London w v 1 
like to see emitted by

I for my part am unable to d

ouipui

Hague

re­

us.

any other means of evincing th< 
est which the powers take in 
question. If the question 
in 1899, it is not any more 
It has not been possible to do ar 
on these lines, and the confer. > 
day finds itself as little prepared ,n 
enter upon them as in 1899. Any do 
cussion which should in itself provê 
sterile could only be harmful to ^ 
cause which was in view by act mtuat- 
ing differences of opinion on qi ’ i ,. 
of fact, while there exists unity of ~r.n" 
eral intentions which might 
meet with their realization, 
this reason, gentlemen, that the pro! 
posai now made to us by the Briiic-h 
delegation, to confirm the resolution 
adopted by the conference of isfri bv 
formulating anew the desire which 
then expressed, is what best 
ponds with the present state of the 
question and with the interest which 
we all have in seeing it directed

desire thiswaswas • ripe 
190 7.carminis

F
to.

ex-
troubles

A shorthave

ne-

was 
corres-

behind men-
... into

a channel where the unanimity of the 
powers could alone constitute a guar­
antee of its further progress. And it 
will be an honor for the secondconference to have contributed to th°is 
end by Its immediate vote.

I therefore can only applaud the 
English initiative, and recommend you 
to unite in receiving the resolution, as 
it has been proposed to us by Sir Ed­
ward Fry, with unanimous acclama­
tions.

the

our desires

When the president sat 
hardly allowed the assembly a moment 
to express by its applause the general 
appreciation of his own eloquent and 
impressive speech. He desired to make 
it clear that the British voeu 
once carried, and he himself led off the 
general clapping of hands in order to 
testify that the conference 
unanimously to the recommendation 
conveyed in his own concluding sen­
tences and that the voeu was adopted 
by acclamation.

After a rapid formal declaration to 
this effect M. Nelidoff sharply struck 
the table in front of him with his pre­
sidential iron hammer and declared 
“La seance est levee.”

The delegates and public trooped out 
of the cool hall into the warm sun­
shine of the Buitenhof, discussing as 

significance of this me-

down he

the

was
conferences

assented

wasex-
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History Without Tears”—London Times Reviews Interesting Book
An introductory History of England.

1486-1660. By C. ft. L- Fletcher, Fei- 
low ot Magdalen College, Oxford.
(Murray. 6s.)

London Times: This is Mr. Flet­
cher’s sècônd volume, and it is, if any­
thing, better than the first. It 
the fullest and most exciting chapters 
in English history, beginning with the 
Tudors in 1845 and ending in 1660 with 
the Restoration. This is an immense 
period as regards mere time; an aeon 
if we look at its import and the 

Yet when we 
come to the last page we are neither 
fatigued, confused, nor dazzled. To 
Mr. GOidwin Smith alone, in his His­
tory of England, can We compare Mr.
Fletcher for hie gift of luminous suc­
cinctness. He has also the invaluable 
power of keeping the thread—the art­
ists eye for whàt is salient, 

you read him 
see the wood;

<6
aspirations and combinations to be 
faced, which Will be apt to grow in­
dependently of these leaders; there 
are loves and hatreds of peoples as 
well as of queens."

One of the leaders who appeared to 
fashion circumstance, rather than be 
fashioned by it. was Henry .VIII. Of 
toe dissolution of the monasteries, and 
his attitude towards the Pope; of the 
changes that transformed England in 
his reign—"enclosing" of the land, cre­
ation of the navy, evolution of in­
dustry, and' increase of wealth—the 
author must speak for himself. We 
will but add his final summary of the 
man,
mind.

‘‘Criticise Henry ' a'» you will and 
Compare htih with whom you will, he 
stands out on the canvas as’a mighty 
national fact, which, aided by very 
ordinary ministers, accomplished a 
very great work, economic, naval and 
political. A lesser man would, in mak­
ing the breach -with Rome, have trans­
ferred to the Archbishop of Canterbury 
or to convocation the disciplinary and 
spiritual powers, of which the Pope 
was deprived; would have kept the 
church as a sort of co-ordinate power 
inside the state. In the seventeenth 
century Archbishop Laud strove for 
this position ; ana thereby not only 
wrecked the church, but pulled down 
the state on the top of it. Hebry de­
liberately preferred the seemingly il-

logical position, that the church is a 
department of the state, and that king 
and parliament will govern it bêtter 
than it can govern itself.”

We should like to dwell upon more 
characters in the earlier chapters of 
this volume; upon ■ Mary Tudor, the 
unwisely logical, the pathetic, the un­
lovable; upon Philip of Spain, “the 
statesman with the mind of a lawyer's 
clerk,” “hbove law, divine or human, 
and above feeling”; still more upon 
Edward VI. Mr. Fletcher is, perhaps, 
hardly fair to the young king; he dis­
trusts him, as he does Charles I., for 
his coldness. He blames Edward for 
the bald entry In his diary et Protec­
tor Somerset’s execution; he dislikes 
the. chilly bareness of the little king’s 
style. But the journals of those days 
were not meant for literature—they 
were purely business records, ledgers 
of events, and no measure of their 
writer’s feelings. To some readers of 
that innocent document, its naivete 
lends it a sentiment of its own which 
mak.es the boy who wrote it live again.

We arp Shown the growth of move­
ments as well as of persons, and both 
as inextricably interlaced. The de­
velopment of commerce, of the Re­
form church, of religious sects, of so­
cial activity, is spread out before us, 
and we see how the strong personal 
sway of the Tudors and the constitu­
tional Struggles of parliament in due 
order formed the final results. We

see, too, that, at "mements, parliament, 
our sturdy English idol, has been as 
despotic as any Tu<Jor, as arbitrary as 
any Stuart, and th8(t our constitution 
has now and then been nuiit upon un­
constitutional measures. We learn, 
also, that to be right in a wrong way 
does, in times of political upheaval, 
supply the only adequate morality* for 
the state. Naturally the great rebel­
lion is our historian’s text for most of

The repression of “brawling" in 
church or elsewhere might be safely 
left, thought the protector, to the ac­
tion of the ordinary law courts.”

Less good is the presentation of 
Charles I.—cold with the coldness of 
a man in whom taste is paramount; 
shifty by Instinct, elaborate by nature, 
yet willing to face death rather than 
renounce the church he had chosen. 
But we are conscious of a sense of 
omission—the lack of that note of 
comprehension which warms criticism 
into life. Mr. Fletcher has left out the 
charm, the personal magnetism which 
made hundreds of commonplace 
glad to die for Charles Stuart, 
best study that he. gives us of him is 
before he comes to the throne.

“Prince Charles was now a young 
man of twenty-two. He had outgrown 
the delicacy of boyhood. He was far 
more obstinate than his father and 
was without his father’s shrewdness: 
far more respectable and decorous, 
without the warm heart, which almost 
atoned for James’s silly tempers. 
James was fickle and impulsive, but 
he could see reason when his passions 
did not blind him; he had, moreover, 
a really wide outlook, and great prin­
ciples swaying about in his head. 
Charles had, at this time at least, no 
principles; he was self-concentrated 
and self-worshipping; and he was cap­
able of telling any amount of little 
lies, which are much worse than one 
big one.”

This brings us to Mr. Fletcher's 
sketch of James Stuart, 
was king of England.
Guy Fawkes, and was a man of un­
clean habits. He never washed his 
hands, and he married Anne of Den­
mark.” Such was the answer of a 
child in an elementary school when 
asked to write down what she knew 
of that monarch. “God's silly vassal.” 
was Andrew Melvill’s summary of him. 
And something between tile two state­
ments, though in other terms, would 
not inadequately rvprv nt the opinion 
of the majority. But these pages show 
James is a juster light. They transmit 
the density, the cleverness, the humor, 
the pedantry of the paradoxical Scots­
man. “He saw far away great things 
—peace, union, toleration—but he fail­
ed to understand the things w: h 
were near, which stood in the light < 
great objects.”

Before we end we must say how 
glad we are to find ourselves back ; 
“Tubney”—the typical English village, 
placed by Mr. Fletcher in Sussex, which 
we have already visited in earlier cen­
turies, from the Saxons’ time on wo: 
The Elizabethan and the Carol: 
Tubney are quite as real as their : 
decessors, and that is not surpris w 
The place and its inmates are i 
inary. but what is told of them 
gathered from authentic sources.
Sir Roger, the squire, of whatever gen­
eration, moves and speaks like 
and we like his Elizabethan t 
house and his Italian garden, and hia 
comfortable parson, to match, in tb^ 
days before Purjtantsm had 
him. His replacer in 1657 had not 
agreeable a career. Life must 1: 
been difficult when some “profe 
of salvation” might at any momen 
“moved,"*like John Pellat of f:i,v 
ing, to “go into the steeplehouse ( 
called Tubney church), and the 
revile the tub-thumping minis:.o 
‘a wheelbarrow, a whirligig, a 
a mooncalf, and a green-headed t: 
peter.’ ” Other times, thanks to r 
idence, other manners—even, perbip 
in sectarian quarrels.

were far more flagrant. . . . Sub­
servient Judges gave Iniquitous decis­
ions; martial law and billeting were 
as much in evidence as if there had 
been no Petition of Right. . . . The 
ludicrous attempt to enforce a higher 
morality by act of parliament . . . 
provoked ordinary men and women 
past hearing."

“Uniformity is not unanimity”—the 
words are Mr. Fletcher’s—and the 
blunder of every church has been to 
confound them. Yet none make us 
feel more strongly than he that the 
dense and crusty rind of Puritanism 
contained f. truer truth, a more living 
conviction, than all Laud’s scholarly 
ritualism. And in the combat be­
tween the two we recognize the eternal 
duel between the old enemies—taste 
and energy, tradition and enthusiasm.

Very fine are Mr. Fletcher’s por­
traits of the leading men of Charles 
I.’s reign, and perhaps none are better 
than those#of Lord Strafford and Ol­
iver Cromwell. We will begin with 
the picture of Strafford:

“Strafford is to me an enigma, his 
letters are among the most charming 
memorials of the literature of his age, 
they show a mind keenly alert tor th,e 
redress of all real abuses, a genuine 
pity and a zeal for the relief of the 
poor and oppressed, an extraordinary 
modern insight into commercial and 

playful and af­

fectionate gaiety towards his many 
friends and a wise and tender devo­
tion to his family; but at the same 
time a contempt for legality and for 
vested interests. The fervent but nar­
row Puritanism of the time jarred on 
his instincts of scholar and statesman; 
but we must remember that they did 
not jar on similar instincts in Hamp­
den and Milton. We might call him 
an Elizabethan if he had not so en­
tirely acquiesced in the obliteration 
of England as a power In Europe. In 
fact, then, he Is not, like an Eliza­
bethan, “more English’’; nor is there 
any great Frenchman, with the pos­
sible exception of Richelieu, to whom 
one could compare him.”

And here is Oliver CromWell:
“The great protector was a man of 

the loftiest personal righteousness, and 
thoroughly determined to make his 
countrymen righteous ; he believed 
that the Spirit of the Lord might 
speak to them iifxnore than one voice; 
he held to a few “fundamentals” in 
Christianity, as in politics;" once satis­
fied that these were right, he cared 
little whether the ministers were Ana­
baptists or moderate Calvinists. Thus 
every variety of Puritan doctrine was 
freely preached in England for the 
next six years; even for the early 
Quakers, If they would refrain from 
their habit of walking about Smith- 
field naked as a “Sign from the Lord" 
. . , . there was ample toleration.

covers

these lessons, and gives us them with 
praiseworthy justice; for he himself is 
a Cromwellian, as he allows us to per­
ceive. No less impartial is his ac­
count of Laud’vjr'tyranny, and the 
cruder counter-tyranny of Puritanism. 
The parllâmeiû at Praise-God Bare- 
oones typified aH ' its narrow force— 
that Barebone* *ho gave to his son, 
"the almost more remarkable name of 
‘UnJess-Chrlst-had-died-for-thee- 
hadst-been-damned Barebones,’ where­
fore that young man, who became af­
ter tRe Restoration a successful build­
ing speculator, was commonly called 
by the profane ‘Damned Barebones.’ ” 
Mr. Fletcher has too much sense of 
humor not to be fair. He says :

“The rule of the Saints of the Sword 
was no rule for Englishmen. Let all 
the rules and aims be as good and 
as high as you please, all the details 
were more vexatious than they had 
ever been under Charles. Taxation 
was more than treble What It had ever 
been. The violations of habeas corpus

Theso poor of heart, so rich inchanges it involved.

thou-

While
always

you can 
not that 

he thins the trees, but he throws 
the right light upon them. The fact 
is that he knows so much that he 
can afford to leave out. Yet he is no 
expert historian. He does not belong 
to that rather heavy cloud of witnesses 
who grow so scientific over one period 
or one person that every detail In their 
note books bulks almost equally large. 
Mr. Fletcher is a student, his authori­
ties show plentiful research, but he 
sets out to be a popular historian, and 
he does not confuse the issues of art 
and of science. He gives us the bones 
that we Ask tor, but he does not forget 
to clothe them with life.

And here, before we proceed, we re­
member that we have one quarrel with 
him ville says that his history is for 
hoys. Why not for men and women 
also? The restriction would not mat­
ter were it not that It occasionally 
affects the style of the book. When 
he lets himself alone Mr. Fletcher 
writes a terse and vigorous language, 
moulded by his matter; but in the 
midst of a dignified sentence he sud­
denly remembers that he is writing 
for “the Boy," that he must bribe him 
to listen; and straightway he dis­
charges a pistol shot of slang into 
his page that deafens us too much for 
mental comfort.

Part of Mr. Fletcher’s force of trans­
mitting the past to his readers lies in 
the importance he assigns to persons. 
His appreciation of character under­
lies his whole 'conception of history;

“If we are to understand rightly, we 
must realize that sometimes great 
persons are able to control the des­
tinies of their countries, and that 
sometimes even the great become the 
playthings of forces whirling about 
them. Machiavel» said, “Fortune is 
always spinning a wheel, sometimes 
fast and sometimes slowly; the suc­
cessful man is he who can judge *of 
the pace Of the wheel and act accord­
ingly.” It is very difficult to say 
whether the great characters of the 
Sixteenth Century were in control of 
the wheel, or whether the wheel spun 
them whither it would. At first sight, 
in the period which we have now to 
consider, everything seems to depend 
on the "personal equation.” Elizabeth* 
Philip, Cecil and Mary StuArt loom 
so large . . . that it looks as if he
fate of the world were in their hands 
. . . Bill let us qot be 
there are nations At the 
of these leaders; there "are national

i

economic problems, a

The Canadian Coinage cribed by P. N. Breton in his exhaus­
tive work. In 1820 the-Sritish govern­
ment struck for circulation in the 
West indies four silver pieces, repré-

The Utica (N.Y.) Herald-Despatch per coin of 12 deniers, equivalent to dotiAr.^whlch^re^now cLssified^mong
has the following interesting article sol, was ordered to be struck at Canadian coins.
on the past and present coinage of ÜuîattoSVn tht’A^fe^a^’rotonie^ The The province' of Canada, composed 
Canada: With the opening of the edict was promhSateT at Quebec^y °,f, °ntarlD and Quebec, coined in 1868
mint at Ottawa, on Jam L the Cana- an order In council dated March 9 iLlvey Pleaes of the denominations ofS sers sisïiîzu: “»coips are atryçk in the .romlI mint in n)irÇl)er reason
London, some 16,000,000 pieces being V; iSol8 e?P 5lned by an J$dict °* The Dominion of Canada began the
annually turned out for this purpose. Junri*. ll ,wl«ch states that the poor issue of silver hioney in 1870, when
When the Ottawa mint is in full run- , conditlon of the copper at Perpignan. Pieces ot the denominations of 50, 25, 
ing order, there will be sixty handa i prfJentedTthe furtber striking of this 10 and 5 cents were struck for it in 
employed, It is expected to issue be- i J? v£ajJ not carried into the royal mint. In 1876 it began the
tween sixteen and twenty fnillion e!~ect until the coinage of 1721*22. A issue of the present bronze cents. In
pieces annually, î2PPer c?*n °* * deniers was struck in the case of each denomination there

Thé coins of Canada are among the ,J17 2e1, the same circumstances, were years when there was no coinage,
most interesting that are collected and *t and the 12-denier of the Perpignan For example, there were no cents 
studied by numismatists. Their history i m™t frf The 9‘denier pieces struck in 1877, 1879, 1880, 1883, 1885
dates back to the early years of the ! in 1721-22 to replace them are and 1889. For Over a dozen years
French regime. The first coins were ; common, with the exception of the past, however, coins of each denomina-
a silver fifteen*soi piece and a five-sol !one struck 4t Rduen. tion have been struck regularly. Pre­
piece in silver, issued in accordance ! On one side are two Ls. crossed, sur- vions to the consolidation of the pro- 
with an edict of Louis XIV. dated Feb. 1 mounted by a crown, and surrounded winces into the Dominion coins were 
19, 1670, for the purpose of furthering by the inscription, “Sit Nomen Domini ;fs}*e<i for each of them by the Bri­
ttle commercial transactions of La Benedictum,” On the other side is the tl8“ government, but the Dominion 
compagnie des Indes Occidentales en inscription, “Colonies Française” in p.oin* are now the money of all Bri- 
Amerique. By a second edict, dated two lines, with the date and mint mark tIsh. possessions in North America 
Nov. 18, 1672, the first named piece below. In 1788 billon coins for 18 and cept Newfoundland, 
was made current for 20 sols, and the 12 deniers were struck for the colonies No gold pieces have ever been «trunk 
second tor 6 sols 8 deniers, a sol being , »nd made current in Canada. The last by the Domlnton oTlny £f its nrov
the equivalent of an English penny. named is of extreme rarity. In vari- inces. Whether the Ottawa min? wTn

The first mentioned piece is one of 0U3 years from 1761 to 1768 ten differ- coin In this metal has not wt trans
the rarest of Canadian coins, and is fnt hinds of copper Jetons were struçk pired. It is said however that'there
estimated as worth $200.' On one side that circulated eventually as money Lll be at leas? one new o^eca^. two 
is "a bust of the King, surrounded by ‘n Canada. The designs of eight re- cent nickel This will be Mie first the inscription, "Lud. XIIII. D. G. Fr. late to colonisation, add those of two the Domln on has used this met!,
Et. Nav. Rex." G,n the other side is to the victories of Louis XV. None of money aUhough it is one of Canada^ 
the French coat of arms, surrounded them is common and some are rare. greatest minerals. Another innova- 
by the date, 1670, and tile inscription With the occupation of Canada by tien may be to cut down the size of
“Gloriam Regini Tui Discent.” The the British came the issue of tokens the cents, which are too bulky. It may
second piece is of like design. Al- by the various provinces, banks, bust- be remarked here that the United
though not common, it is found in a ness firms and individuals. They are States has used nickel for coinage pur-
number of collections. of ail sorts of designs, nearly 600 types, poses since 1866, when three-cent

By an edict dated Dec. 171», a cop- including late store cards, being des- pieces were struck in it,

“James I. 
He discoveredPraise for King Edward

London, Aug. 17.—Edward VII. has 
earned a fresh title to the name of 
peacemaker. While It is almost gro­
tesque to suppose that the Wtlhelm- 
shohe tneeting removed all possibility 
of friction between two nations situat­
ed as Germany and England are. with 
one, in Prince Bulow’s phrase, “seèkA 
ing a place in the sunlight,” and the 
other striving to maintain its position 
there, it would-be equally absurd to 
deny that the Interview between Kaiser 
and King made for peace by setting a 
seal on the improvement in the rela­
tions between the two empires which 
has been going on during the last 
year. .

When King Edward went to Marien- 
bad in 1905, the fact that he did not 
make a call on Kaiser Wilhelm en 
route was the sensation of the hour. 
Everybody saw in the omission proof 
that not only Anglo-German relations, 
but the personal relations of the two 
sovereigns, were seriously strained. 
The meeting of the King and the 
Kaiser at Kronberg last year was per­
sonally cordial but politically cool. 
Those two dates marked the period 
during which the two nations looked 
at one another askance, and during 
which thf-rc worn hoing sown seedr of 
unfriendliness, which, even if it never 
could result in war, was a source of 
danger and reaction in the life of Eu­
rope and a barrier across the world’s 
progress to durable peace.

During that period popular papers 
on both sides did much to aggravate 
the mutual distrust and dislike, and 
even now a British organ, which, how­
ever, cannot be called popular, seeks 
to minimize the importance of the Wil- 
helmshohe meeting and stir up fresh 
discord. The moment for this effort ls 
ill-chosen, for all the evidence' roes to 
i

show that not only have the personal 
relations of King Edward and his im­
perial nephew once more become of 
the pleasantest, but that the national 
intercourse is again on its normal 
amicable footing. The speeches at Wil- 
helmshohe were not only marked by 
personal warmth, but evidently were 
designed to convey to the world inti­
mation of an international reconcili­
ation.

Tributes to the part King Edward 
played in this happy consummation 
are many. One will serve to charac­
terize all:

"In the affairs of an empire bound 
by no formal ties he is at once the 
symbol and agent of unity where ac­
customed forms of unity are impos­
sible of realization, and he stands pe­
culiarly as an experienced Englishman 
at the head of 400,000,000 of the most 
various peoples.

A foolish story has been printed as 
to the Kaiser considering the delay in 
the arrival of the train which carried 
King Edward to Wilhelmhohe as a 
personal affront, and of the citizens of 
Cassel noting his temper and believing 
that he would never forgive the tardi- 
nes of his royal uncle.

An English journalist was mentioned 
as having received imperial confi­
dences in this matter. This correspon­
dent writes: “His Majesty did me the 
honor of calling me up to him at the 
station and explaining that he had re­
ceived telegrams announcing the cause 
of the delay in the King’s arrival. He 
told me how disappointed he was at 
having lost so many hours of his un­
cle's company. From the words he 
uséd and his general demeanor, it was 
not difficult to recognize that His 
Majesty was experiencing keen pleas­
ure at the prospect of seeing the King."
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