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Sealing Commission.

(Thursday, Dec. 17.)

A special sitting was held: yester-
day morning to .take the evidence of
the Chief Engineer of the s.s. Flori-
zel, which ship was set down to 'sail
at noon.

John Reader, sworn, examined br
the Minister - of Justice—Am
Engineer s.s. Florizel, cnd wag i. o
ship last spring ol fae ice. The iy
log “kept by m2 is tie engine
log.

To Dr. Lloyd.—Remember hearing
that the Newfoundland’s crew went
on board the Stephano and left again.
It was very stormy on Tuesday after-
noon. - The only anxiety he heard ex-
pressed was when Capt. J. Kean
came into the mess room at. 2 a.m.
Wednesday, .and. said he was anxious
about the Newfoundland’s crew, and
wondered whether they had got on
board their own ship. It was not
unusual for the captain to come.into
- the mess room at such a time of the

- night. The ship was at this time
stopped for the night since about 8
p.an.

iocm

(Afternoon Sitting.)

Capt. A. Kean, continued, to Minis-
ter of Justice, had been forty-two
springs at the ice, eight as ordinary
sealer in \auous official positions,
since in steam and sail. On March
31st last he was. stirring about day-
light, when the weather was finé and
very mild, just a draft of wind from
the east. The sky got overcast later,
and witness. expected .rain and: fog.
Towards noon there was very light
pecking spow. The Stephano bhore
about N.W. from the Newfoundland,
perhaps 4 or 5 miles away. The
Bonaventure bore about N.N.E. 2%
miles, the Florizel about N.E. by N.
not so far by half a mile. No others
in sight then. Did not see New-
foundland’s crew leaving, their ship.

Witness  signalled the Newfoundland |

on Monday afternoon that he was in
the seals. There was no other sig-
nalling with the Newfoundland. The
crew of the Newfoundland were first
seen by witness about an hour before
they reached the Stephano at 11.20.
Witness put out his crew to pick up
seals and went towards the New-
foundland’s men to- give. them their
dinnier. There was one Stephano flig
on the. ‘way to the Newfomgﬂand
When the crew came aboard, the Ste-
phano steamed gouth to a polnt _esti-

. -mated to be about three and a ‘half

miles from the Newfoundland and not

- far trom a. flag of the Florizel. :Wit- |

ness told Tuff the seals lay - SSE

and. N.N.W.. but thought there :were Has

‘some to the S.W. Tuff said. to 3
_Dess when he ¢ame on board t it
. looked - like . falling- wenthef* and

“witness replied yes, but it is mild
and the glass does not show for a
" ‘Storm. When the men left the-Ste-
'bhann the weather was mild, scarce-
iy any- wind with -light ‘snow. “Wit-
né& could - sée the Newfoundland

Chigf ! ©

thicker. Continued picking up seals
for about two hours. Could not see
the Newfoundland then, but there was
no reason for taking men from the
ice. About 3 p.m. the storm became
severe, and the men were taken on
board. A message from the Flosizel
about 6 o’clock asked witness if he
had the Newfoundland’s crew on
~ord, to which reply was made that
cd taken them on board be-’
neer, given them dinner, took
| thermt rocicr their owti ship: and had
1w dovlic they were safely on:board,
‘er taking some members of his
crew from the Florizel, witness steam-
ed S.S.E. until the place was reached
where the Newfoundland’s crew..had
been picked up in the morming, keep-
ing the: whlstle blowing. The heavy
ice then prevented further progress.
Witness had understood the New-
foundland’s crew left their ship at 9
instead of 7,.and did not, know other-
wise until. after the disaster. Witness
felt no uneas:nes& about the New-
foundlands crew, and thought that be-
ing to leeward they would hear the
whistle of their ship. It was impos-
sible to get the Stephano further!
through the ice which was very heavy.

To Dr. Lloyd witness said no record
of courses in the ice was kept, be-
cause it would be practically imbos-
sible. "Long distances have frequent-
ly to be traversed to get a very short
distance in a desired direction. Did
not partxcularly notice the barom%er
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likely to advance. We carry
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was exoeptlanﬁl}y 10w.< .
seen” storms with fine glass and vice
versa. ‘There was:nosentry of bdre
‘ometer- in: his logiof Monday, March
 30th. - He did not know of any steady
‘fall’ between Monday evening  and
| Tuesday noon. -About 12.30 p.m on-
'l"uesday he had received & wirckess
| message from Capt. Joe Kean of the
Florizel asking him to-look after the
Florizel’s men and he (Joe)'  would
look after the Stephanos men.
| had aHSWered “A‘l’l right.”  He knew
that Capt Joe and the Florizel opera-
“tor said the message sent to him:was
| “You look after my men and the
Newtoundlands I will look after
yours” Biit in the messdge received
{} by Him theré was 1no mention of the
Newfoundland. The message was by
word of mouth and not in written’

some man, hut he did not know:who,
the man was, Capt
in the ‘message on account of weéa-
ther, 80 he said, but there was no
weather at the time, and he had told
Joe he thought it a foolish message.
When he. picked up the - Florizel's
men he told them he had recefvéd a
message from their captain to look
after them. After the Stephano and

ed slowly south picking up pans and
blowing his whistle and glving it ex-
tra puffs when he stopped, to let the
Newfoundland’s men know the - Ste-
phano was stopped, if they were {ol-
lowing the Stephano’s carcases and
coming towards the Stefhano. He
proceeded south till about 5 .p.m.
when he burned down near the Flori-
‘zel fiag, where he had picked up the
Newfoundland's crew in {he morm
ing. The ice was too much packed
for him to proceed further south in
search, but he kept his whistle blow-
ing till 8.0’clock. - He did not send
| any wireless to: any other ship that
night or on Wednesday about the
Newfoundland’s men, nor did‘" he
search for them, on Wednesday. When
they did not come back to the Ste-
phano he was satfsfied they had made
for their own ship and he saw  no
reagon why they should not get back
to their own ship with its whistle
blowing as he expected it would® be.
The first’ intimation witness had of
the disaster was on Thursday morn-
ing, when he was informed that the
Newfoundland had a signal up, to
which reply was made.  The Stephano
was. unable to move ,and two men
were sent .to the Newfoundland to
find out what was wrong. They re-
turned saying that the men had not
reached their ship. Witness then de-

tailed the circumstances attending

took the Stephano the whole of
Thursddy to_get five miles, the ice be-
ing so tight and heavy.: The Ncw-
foundland was 5 or 6 miles from the
dead members of her c¢rew on Thurs-
day morning. Don’t know their re-
spective positions on Wednesda) but
the dead men were fully five miles
from where they had apparently died
on "Wednesday.. Witness deséribed
positions of the ships - on plan. The
position of the dead men may be due
to wheeling ice, but how the ice
wheels is a mystery. Men seldom:go
more -than 5 or 6-miles from a’ship
nowadays, formerly they went fur-
ther witness had been 12 miles. He
'thought there was no great risk un-
less a shlp gets’ broken down. Be-
cause if the ice is Toose and the ship
is’ not broken down she can reach
them, if the ice is tight the ‘men can
walk to her. There is” undoubtsd
risk to men at the sealfishery. Boats
drepped with men would be useful in
case ot’a storm comirig, The ' eir=
cumstances connected with the New-

foundland disaster were exceptional
"as to weather it 'was the .worst ‘sterm |
in experience of w1triess, with ' no
warning from the barometer. Wit-
fiess would not permit his crew to re+
main on the ice all night, even with
tents, if he could get them on hoard.

Wxtnesa did not Dlace great value on
the Toronto. weather forecast at the
ice, owing to local atmospheric condi-
txons He, saw no difﬁcuity in send-
ing the conditions of . local atmos-
phere at. the ice to Toronto as addi-
. tional qata for, the gor,ecast man to

work on, He hai during the ' past
three : years experlence on the
coastal boats been receiving the

Toronto wedther qorecaets el
was wonderful the forecasts were
so rrequently correct. B it they were
‘often wrong: He had told ly
the wireless man at Fogo ﬁm‘f’ Toronto

;ré,n,,., Soion ]
ce with reeuect

He |

| form, and was ' brought .to him' by |

'Joe had sent;

Florizel exchanged crews, he steam- ]

the rescue work, as also the wirelessy:
communications between the ships. It|

fnew ‘Board; that he draw the a.ttent.lon
h 3 6% the Council to the old ‘building ;
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LET THE LlTTl:E FOLKS WEAR "BUSTER BROWU SHQES 100

SHOES -

For Street, for Storm and for Dress wear.
Shoes for Men, Women and Children.

Shoes for every purpose under the sun, for
which good Shoes are wanted.

SLIPPERS—- ]

Now we've said it—for otf Slipper Show is
worth coming miles to see. -House Slippers,
Bedroom Slippers, Bath Slippers, Dress Slip-
pers, Ties, Pumps, ete., ete. We have every form
of Slipper known to the trade.

SHOE BUCKLES--

We are showing some very fine Shoe Buckles
these days, $3.50, $4.50 and $5.00 per set. ’

WATERPROOF BOOTS
For Men, Women and Children. Hockey Boots,
Rubbers, Gaiters and Overshoes.

WE WILL GLADLY MAKE ANY EXCHANGE
AFTER XMAS.
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mlght depend upon such transfer. No
shlp .should be loaded below tiie
Plimsol mark and every ship at the
cie should have a Plimsol mark. There
may have been cases where this hap-
pened, but possibly they are few. The
difference between a deck cargo of
seals, however, and other cargoes is
that when the water comes in the
seals go out, or are easily removed.
Secure pounds should always be iro-
vided. = Ships should be inspected be-
fore going on a voyage. There is
greater rigsk at the Gulf than on the
east coast, there beging much more
‘water to’ traverse at the Gulf There
should be sufficient boats to save a
crew without overcrowding. Punts
are safe enough when in good condi-
tion, and they should be thoroughly
inspected by a competent person.
Ssallng steamers are usually survey-
“ed during the summer months, but not
specially before they sail for the fish-
ery. Witness thought this sufficiont,
generally. As to clothing, witness

. The Commissxon sits agdin
“affernoon.

City | t“ﬁﬁssio 1ers,
Pléase Note‘

Eqnor Evening Telegram.

ihis

is on foot to remove all those
-Telics . .of sheds that are standing
since the fire of 92, I woqld‘ ‘suggest |
to Commissioner Morris, who is the
real mechanics’ repre:enmtlve on gur;

“vest of Newman's wharf in the.

woﬂd uvm"ia mtn'red I have 'mno

theught his men used light cIothlng g
on the day of the disaster, because of |
- the mild weather,

Dear Sir,—Now that an agitation 4
old-,

st‘:

End. I believe, sir, it is no credit to $ e
that part of the cify, and not at all)
ian | in Keeping with the splendid struc- 4
ture opposite it which is known as| -
Newman’s Bond Store, where_the fa- |
moui port wine that is known - tl;e

abiy supporte‘i" b

MOIR’S

Sounds Like More,
Tastes Like More,
More Centers,

More Coating,
More Popular,, . ,
More for the M(mey,
Many More More’s.
But ONLY ONE

MOIR’S
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WiNﬁSﬁR SALT
T. 4. & Co.

'f'el Liions Y g Agents for Newfoundlgnd.
decw w,f,m tf. Cabot Bldg, St. John's.
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