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A STRONG GOVERNMENT.

The vecent session of the Saskatche
wan "Legislature has added very ma-
terially to the strength of the Secott
They had ' a

}N'u\’j.' programme for one session, but

Government, rather
=0 well prepared wese most of their im-
they aroused

Their redis-
tribution bill was prepared and dealt

portant measures that

little or vwo controversy.

with in orthodox liberal fashion. A
committee of both sides of the Legis-
lature prepared the boundaries and
arranged them to the satisi
both Government and

This method bears a yery favorable
contrast to that of the good old-fash-
ioned Tory gerrymander of the Whit-

Opposition.

ney Government in Ontario, where
smaller constitu-
t}"i"

highest ambition -being to steal seats

they took from the
’ -
encies and added to the greater,

in the Legislature,

The Saskatchewan Legislature pass
ed ecity, town and village legizlation !
provide for a° uniform _plan wupon
which these municipalities shall be
organized, Their election legislation
called. forth. encomiums from even M
Haultain.
phone Act, which will complete the

They also passed a

chain of prairie provinces operating
their swn telephone lines.

The only legislation that was op-
posed in any mcasure was the free
text books bill, and to this Mr, Haul-
tain offered Opposition. No
sooner h:u; he expressed his disagree-
ment with this legislation than some

sonme

of the Tory papers began to talk about
the thing with which they are most
familiar, “graft.” In a few days the
leader of the Saskatchewan Opposi-
tion found himself so compromi 1
his friends that he took the preccau-
tion, on the floor of the Legislature, to
disavow having ever made any state-
ment to warrant any such interpreta-
tion as the Tory papers were placing
upon his speech, Well might he ask
to be saved from such [riends.

The result of the legislation just
passed is {o show that the Saskatche
wan Government is composed oi
si#tng capable angyp who are cndea-
voring to give our neighboring prov-
ince the very best administration pos-

sible, During the whole session, the

debating strength of the Government
showed to the best advantage, while
that of the Opposition was scarc
better than the so-called Opposition
in the Alberta Legislature. The Secoli
Government has gained in strength
and in public confidence every year
since its election, and more in the las!
sion than in any preceding one.

THE LEADERS.

When Mr. Foster offered his factious
oppozition in the House of Com
mons, to the government assist
aunce to the banks in the movement
of the wheat crop last fall, Mr. Bor-
den called a halt to the eperations
the ex-Finance Minister, and allowed
public business to proceed. If in
stead of making spusmcodie efforts t
assert his leadership, Mr. Bordc:
would keep hi
of his party all the time, the Opposi-

hand upon the rein

tion would gain something in modera
tion and might also rise some in pub
lic opinion. The present leader, how-
ever, does not seem to have very much
control over his parly, and is evi
dently afraid to cross swords too ofter
with the member for North Toronto.

When the insurance investigatiol
took place, and Mr. Foster's method
o transacting business were exposcd
a certain section of the Conservative
party and. press demanded that th
ex-Finance Minister should cease te
take a leading part in their party
Some of them went go far -as to cal
upon Mr. Borden to dispense with the
public services of his first licutenant
in the Commons, declaring that 2
long as men like Mr. Foster dominat
¢d the party it could not expect t«
gain & very large share of public con
fidence, " Mr, Borden’s reply was t
givé ‘Mr. Foster the maximem amouny’
of sublicity in the ranks of the part:
7 4 those whewere elamoring for hi
sctirement are now as loudly epplaud
g Tis ¥éténtion.

When' Mr. Borden made his tour o
Westtrn Canada last {all, the greatds’
regref among the leaders of Conservi
tizin iwas the-absence 'of Mr. Foster
Someone who could stir up the di;
bongs was ‘sadly needed. It beeamc

more apparent at every meeting tha'”

Mr. Borden not only lacked “thé abil
ify fo emthuse or inspire his support
ers,; ‘but that he also lacked
ideas. Hig public utterances were o
the most commonplace « aracter, ancd
hig-explanations of his Halifgx plat-
form were about as nebulous as the

large

I leaders of a
party ever had a*more discouraging
teur, and the ‘result must have been
(rather depredsing to Mr. Borden, so
{much so, in fact, that he refurned to
the duties of the session with so little
spirit that he has virtually allowed
Mr. Foster to lead the House almost

eVOar since.

The " Conservative party thus finds
it<elf with so weak a leader that it is
forced to turn to the member for North
Toronto for relief, and to accept the
virtual leadership of the man whom
a section of the party and press was
trying, a short time ago, to drive out
of public Tife, This must be a rather
humiliating position for them to be
in, but with a leader like Mr,
and such lieutenants as Messrs. Fowl-
er, Bennett, Sproule and .Haggart,

is framn dire pecessity they turn to the

Jorden

wrganizer of the nest of traitors of

1£96 and accept him as ‘their
Mr. Foster is to-day the
whole militant force of the
tion at Ottawa, with R. L.

an observer, except in a very ocen-

guiding star.
Opposi-

Borden us

sional instance such as the govern-
ment aid to the banks in moving the
farmers’ crop, when Mr.
serts the fact

least in name, lest his political exist-

Borden as-
that he is leader, .at

ence should be entirely foigotten,

OPPOSITION TACTICS.
Last week’s proceedings in the
House of Commons digeloged 1ne f0l-
lowing facts:

1. That the Conservative party in-
tends, notwithstanding the failure of
Dr. Pringle to prove his charges -1
improper moral conduct against Con-
tioller Lithgow and ex-Registrar Gir-
ouard of the Yukon Civil Service, io
exploit the Pringle corresponden
tgmnst the Government at the next
Dominion elections,

2. That 1t
that, in continuing to stop the grant-

1s beginning to realize

ing of supplies, it may arouse pub!
antipathy,
guised

unless itg policy is
under some stronger pret
than the Elections Bill,

3/ That the sensible and busincss
ke member on both sides of the
House are opposed to the persistent
obstruction that has taken place wuen
motions to go into supply have been
propozed, and that unless the more
verbose members voluntarily cxercise
restraint jthe rules of the House
be amended so as to admit of wne
tortunate members who have to lcten
to them imposing such restraint.

4. That the needs of tie times and
the necessitieg of the country render

imperative that itne business cf the

House of Commons should be orgamz-
Fc«l Qndﬁlm:lgvd;urruuud'by time dimus

and that the eldsure rule, in force M

the British House of Commons, should
be adopted,

The Pringle papers form an old sub-
ject, extending over fite years, The
correspondence began with charge
mal-administration, then accused the
Govermnment of eorruption in the elec-
tion of 1204, and later developed into
charges of mumoral conduct ag:
the men employed in the Civil
vice, 1t mentioned two speecific in-
stances, and Commissioner Henderson
was directed to investigate ohem on
behalf of the Minister of the lutler
but, when Dr. Pringle was ¢
give the proof of his charges,
clined unlezs panoplied in all
fensive and defensive

\ misston.  The law did
permit of this

)
ninister "Wiad to refuge to author:

armory
in such a casge, and
uch a commission. Dr. Pringle has
now made this a grievance against the
Government, and ‘he has, morcover, to
defend himsclf against an action 10
slander—the cost of which 1s causing
doctor uneasy

the reverend some

mights. The case will come on nis
summer. In the meantime the matter
is sub judice and does not permit ci
comment either way.

The last three points revolve round
the central topic of obstruction, and
the conscquent stoppage of - supply,
whereby latterly the Oppcsiticn Dave
sought to prevent the Government
:rom doing justice to the general beay
)i electors in Manitoba, where a rath-

er unscrupulouz provinecial admins-

tration nas loaded the lists so as 1o
mable the Conservative eandidates to
have a walk-over at the next Domin-
ton elections. Slander and
tion have ‘been 1tae: weapons -with

which ne Opposition have fougiit

against the Government
Parhamen

q

now i ita seventh month and not one-

doing «ny

business this scasion,

hird oi the estimates have becii vot-
pd. ~The treasury has not heen able to
pay public sefvanig, and there is a
prospect that the militin camps wul
not. beheld. These two circumgtanees
the Oppesition have realized are not
making them "popular in the coun'ry;
and they. have sought 1o #ailt the re-
spensibility forthe nonspassage of the
estimates. Me, R L,
when he fodud .thag the militia camp
would not be hreld, that if tha Govern-
ment bad asked ihe Oppesition tney
would Mdive voted Ahe money. and
the Government’s reply was that tuerc
were other matters just as, 1f not
more, urgent, and, if the Opposition
continded itz taclics, there mmst b

Borden saud,

discomiory and trounje somewhere.

If the votes for the camps had been
taken, the position would have been
no Dbe€iter. . 1he Governmeni would
still have been without money in oth-
er directions. The Opposition taen
pointed out that they had agreed to
the Customs vote, ‘and asked why the
Customg officers were not .

once,

paid  at
The Government’s reply was
that, though the estimates were pass-
erd, the money had not been voted;
and the Govermsmient could not be
bringing in a fresh supply bill every
other day when the Opposition nap
pened to let through a ‘few hundred
thousand estimates, Be-

were other public ser-

dollarg of
there

valts just as deserving as the Customs

sides,

officials, and the Government did not
mean to make flesh of one and fowl
i the other,

The suggestion that the Government
hould have mtroduced a supply b,
under the circumstances stated, is
contrary to comstitutional practice, Tt
Would mean that there would be, per:
haps, a dozen or more supply bills 'n
a sesslon; and it is not customary 1c
have more than one, whicly is all that
13 necessary when a Government :s
opposed by a nermally rational Oppo-
sition, The rump of the Conservative
party ai present in the House of Com-
mons is almost as whimsical as that
famous Tump which. Cromwell dis-
missed in a fit of rage and exaspera-
tion, Like its historical predecessor,
it has all sorts of weird notions of its
own importance ; and it, too, feels that
in it alone resides the will of the peo
ple, ~ It is unfailingly presumptuous,
it professes 1o represent. the united
voice of the people, and tries to dic-
tate to a party double its numbers
wilo were elected by the same means
as themselves, on precisely the same
tranchise. 'T'he forbearance of the
Government under the annoyance ot
this persistent
effect,

presumption—which
in inverts the whole process
of Parhament—has at last given way;
and last week the Oppoesition

plainly told that the

were
Government
would no longer consent to be wectat-
ed to by an insignificant minority,
as weak in judgment as it is in num
bers.

The Upposition 'has held up the
House for months without any vaad
reasow*and 1ts conduet has pbeen "as
pettish as that of a parcel 6f children
The fault of the Government has been
in humoring them so much. In fHrum-
oring the Opposition the Government
has got the country cut of humor; and
it has to rehabilitate its
for busmnecsg

reputation
capacity . There must
elther be some relormation in the con-
duct: of members of the Opposition,
ot they must be curbed by thé closure.
But, when this eventuality is prought
to the fore, the Opposition turn and
say, ""Who says we have been  ob-
structing? We haven’t been obstruet-
ing;”’ and
they are obstrucling,

while they are saying it
Proof is to be
found in the very proceedings of last
week. On four cut cf the five aay=
oi last week the iteins of supply pas:-
ed did not amount to mwore than $0.0,-
000; and on the fifth day there was
the comparatively laree vote ol
$1,300,000. The total for the week was
2 300,000, © There are
millions to be veted, and, at this rale,
it will take thirty weeks, or nearly
to do 1t. Yet the wvppo-
sition are not obstructing,

about seventy

nine months,

On Monday they obstructed for eight
hours, and the was three hours «of
Tuesday
they obstructed for cight hours, and

there was one hour of supply. On

commitiee of supply. On

Wednesday they obstruected for two

hours, and there were three hours >f
supply.
for five and a half{ hours, and there
On Friday

there were six hours of supply, and

On Thuarsday they cbsirueted
were four hours of supply.
the remammder of the time was occu-
pied in discussing the effictency of
the rules of the House to confine Pur
llament to the transacticn of the busi-
country. Duncan Ross
and other Lilberal members advocated

ness of we

the elosure; and their pr fests against
the way in which the time of Parlia-
inent had been wasted found an hon-
est echo in the Meart of Mr. 1, Cois-
holm, the Conservative member io1
Kast Huron, who remarked vhat he
would bring a county council of busi-
ness men and farmers from puron
who Wwould do the work «f Parliameni
in 8!x weeks.

‘I am asbhamed to think,” he said,
have sat here all this thne

1t is not

“that we
end accomplished zo littie.
that we do not go through the form 2
working, for we sit here fuch fong
hours that we 2ctually endanger tae
health of the members of the House,
There is only one factory in this Do-

minion that I know of whero the

cmployees are exmecied to go to work
at cleven o'clock i the arorning and
work until

morning, {mvl that is tis factory om

three or four the next

Parliament Hiul, where we cmpty
windbags ¢nd manufactyre laws,”

Here i3 the Upposition condemned

jout of the mouth of one of its own
members; and yet the Opposiiion, led
by the Hon, George kK,
author of &ix-hour speeches and the
lln:lnnfumurvr of ohstiuetive motions,

Foster, the
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have not been obstructing. Oh, no,

they Nhayve been tacilitating business’

all the time '—Ottawa Frec Press.

FOSTERIAN FIGURING.

One of the greatest ambitions of
Conservative candidates in Alberta is
to prove that no reduction in the iar-
iff has been made during Liberal rule,
In g reply to "the
Hon. Geo. E. Foster
anique method of misrepresentation
in this particular matter—and cne of
the candidates in
adopted Mr.

budget &peecch,

propounded &

particula: has
Foster’s plan, that he
omits to give the ex Finanee Minister
credit for the idea is only @ detail
Mr. Foster’s plin is to add the
bounty paid upom iron and steel
manutactured in Canada to the re-
ceipts of the customs tariff and work
ut a percentage of taxation upon oun
mmports on this basis. Mr. Foster’s
argument-is that the bounty is a tax
and should be added to the tariff, but
overlooks the faet that the bounty ;s
pald out of the receipts from the tar-
iffs just in the same way as the teach-
cr’s salary is paid out of the receipts
of the school taxes, Would any ono
undertake to prove to a school gsecdon

that it was necessary to add the sal-

ary of their teacher to the schocl taxes

to find out what they paid? Adding
the bounty to ‘the sum out cf whicéh
the bounty is paid is just another of
Mr, loster's little schemes of ‘“‘fren-
z1ed finance.”

Even with this tortuous effort Mr.
I‘oster found that the aveérsge duty
Unecluding te bounty) in 18397 was
30.156 per cent, while in 1906 it was
only 28.22 per cent, so another cffort

at misrepresentation had to be made

and the financier of Union Trust Com-
pany fame was ¢qual to the occasion.
He added the duty and bouniy from
1879 to 1806, and the duty and bounty
from 1897 to 1904,
out, and got a

worked the two
fraction of 3-10 per
cent, in favor of the former Kvery-
body knows that bhounties were not
paid upon iron or steel mdustries m
1879 or tor some thme afterwards, o
Foster and
A more dishonest

the scheme lavored Mr,
his ingenious plan.
effort to juggle with tariff figures unas
seldom Dbeen secen, and it is not mueh
to the credit of any candidage that he
matter of this kind
for campaign purposges.

should appropriat

The present GOvernmert lias reducs
ed the tariff belween
Great Britain by'one-third, which fact
should Ssuence aM  foolich

Canada and

remaris

Jabout no reduction in the tariff hav-

In dise ¢ this
matter Mr, Foster styles the

ing been made,
t stoms
tariff as “the protéétive burdeu impos-
od by the '(“.L\iunp.,‘ dutiea.” "Protective
burden’ iz a geod name, and Mr. ros-
ter should know the proper uesizna-
fion for nlg own child, Protective
burdens once mposed are difficult 10
get i ©of, Vested Interests and sel
fishness die havd, aud the prese
governnent has had a hard ta

face, but a cut of one-third of the

iff  against the country that is ©

great consumer of farm products 1s a
long gtep in tariff reforin and the good

work shall go on,

AN ANALYSIS OF AN OPPOSITION
EDITORIAL.

No newspaper could attempt a sys-
tematic correction of the misrepresen-
tations of the work of the Laurier ad-
r-pistration appearing in the Oppesi
ticn press, uniess it was willing to
give over the greater part of its spac
v this purpose. is well, however,
to occasionally zna » gome of these
ef'orts,

Take for example the editorial f
Monday’s Journal. . It was a particu-
larly mild effort, lacking both in »x-
travagance and

comipared

vituperation when
efforts.
Its chief query is: What has the Lau-

with their usual
rier Government done? It is writfen
in  a sorry-we-havc-to-admit-so-much
sort of mood, but
falsec statements and

contains enough

misrepresenta-
tions to make it look like a plausible
case against the Government. A brief
examination of the article will serve
to show well informed people how a
certain class of newspapers treat pub
lic questions.

The second paragraph in the article

reads as

follows:

“It is claimed that the West was
peopled by the Laurier Government,
We admit that the active policy pur-
sued by the Hon. Clifford Sifton had
much to do with the rapid growth
of the population oi the West, but,
on the other hand, we have the word
of the Liberal organs in these prov-
inceg that immigrants came mto
the country because the inducement
was here and we are inclined to the
opinion that the lauter is the correct
and, by far, the more reasonable

“Even if the Liberal administra-

tion had all to do with the increase
in cur population; even if there were
110 other agency, and granting that
the fraudulent North Atlantic Trad-
ing Company waes a commendable
enterprise, and that the calling up-
on the people to pay five dollars for
mere infants whom the immigration
officials had classed as *“‘farm labor”
was justifiable, what of it?
« “Did the people of Canada elect
representatives to go down to Otta-
wa and sit there as dough-heads?
Have they done more than thei
duty?”

The Journal is not quite sure but
is' “inclined to the view”’ that the
pecple eame into the country because
the induecements were here. Whatin-
ducements were here from 1890 1o
18562 People were leaving thie coun-
try during that period because a mori-
bund government had failed to fin'l
markets for our farm produce, and
had handed the country over to the
C.P.R. to bleed it white. But the
last paragraph of this quotation is
he best: “Did the people of Canada
eleet representatives to go down
Ottawa and =it there as dough head
Have than
duty?” We don't usually ask
servants to do .
duty.” If th

€
we are generally pretty well satisfied,

they done more their
public
“more than then
ey do their simple dury
and the Journal practically adinits
that in this partieular they have, but
what. about the Govermment prior to
1896 that failed to people the West
and failed so ignominiously. In th
picturesque language of the Journal
Mr. Foster ahd his colleagues must
have been

“sitting there as dough-

heads.”” This is a rather nasty back
handed slap at Mr, Foster, but the
Journal has ‘hit him before and made
it up with fulsome flattery later on.

The next paragraph oi this effusion
runs as follows:

“Granting also that the Liberal
administration has accomplished
much for the advancement and de-
velopment of Canada, what about it?
Why does the country pay its mem-
bers $2,500 a yvear? Is it not to d¢
what they possibly can for the wel-
fare of the people? Is it not to pass
wise and just laws, and forward
measures for the improvement ofour
public services? Granting further
that they have done this—that the
government have a splendid record
in thig respect, is that any reason
why they should be further entrust-
ed with the reins of office? It might
be, were it not for the fact that the
administration has been proven the
most -corrupt in the political his-
tory of any country. Let a govern-
ment do ever so well, if it permits
loot and plunder of the public trea
sury, then it deserves to be retired
from power.”

Our contemporary 1s
good deal in this

granting a
instanee, but ounly
what is absolutely true, but in what
it ealls its “fact” it is very far from
This alleged fact is that
been
political his-

the truth.
the administration has proven
the most corrupt in the
tory of any country. The Journal editor
i~ evidently drawing upon his memory
»or what he is granting to the credit
of the Laurier Government, and upon
his imagination for his “fact.”  No
act of corrupt administration has ever
been proven against the Laurier Gov-
ernment. -~ All kinds of allegations .of
graft have been made, but no*Coenser-
vative member has ever had the ¢our-
age to make a definite charge upen
his responsibility as a member of the
House,

derers better

It suits a lot of political slan-
to make insinuatios
rather than charges, as if they m:
the latter they might be called upon
to prove them.

There was a corrupt administration
in power in Canada in 1893. Th
charges were made against it and
proven-to the hilt, and Hon. Geo. E
[foster was a member of that admin-
istration, as also was Hon, John Hag
gart and Mr, J. H. G. Bergeron and
Dr. Sproule were devoted supporicrs

of 1t,
washed made a black page in the poli-

The dcals and steals they white-

tical history of Canada, and their cor
ruption dunds so accustomed
friends to the word “‘graft”
have used it ever since wi
fatal facility.

It is thess same men from that old
administration that our contemporary
would reinstate in officz to purify
Canadian politics

The next admission of something
accomplished has reference to two im-
portant acis of thé Laurier adininis-

tration. The Journal says:

“What great nationai undertaking
has been inaugurated by the Laurier
Government? What piece of con-
structive legislation have they plac-
ed upon our statute books? Many
people will point to the Grand
Trunk Pacific as an answer to the
first question, and probubly the Le-
micux Act to the second.  But the
G.T.P. was not the creation of the
Laurier Government; the scheme
originated with Senator Cox aud
other Grand Trunk directors, who
now hold betwéen them some twen-
iy-five million dollars of common
stock, which is guaranteed at par by
the people of Canada. No one to-
day is &o bold as to say that the
bargain entered into by the Laurier
government -with the Hays Cox out-
fit was either a wise or a profitable
one for Canada. The government
have guaranteed the bonds of this
company and did not reserve any
power over either the passenger or
freight rates. a matter that is now
becoming of vital interest especially
to the peeple ¢f the West,”

As to who coneceived the idea of th
National Railway,

no one else would be quite so silly us

Transcontinental

to deny that it was a

scheme. The last

government
entence i

paragraph is so palpable o

that no respectable journalist would
|

hzve the hardihood to publish it.

By Seetion 38 Chap, 71, 3 Edw. ViI
Statutes of Canada, freight rates and
tolls to be levied and collected by the
Grand Trunk Pacific

pany, upon their road when in opera-

Railway Con-

tion, are placed expressly under the
control of the Government of Canada,
nothing could be cléarer or more def-
inite, and no one who reads the Aect
at all could place any other interpre-
tation upon the agreement unless by
deliberate and malicious falschood.
How aifferent from this is the-clause
in the C.P.R. agreement providing
that until the company earns ten per
cent. upon its capital the Government
should have absolutely no control over
its rates. The Grand Trunk

railway is also to come as completely

Pacific

under the control of the Railway Com-

mission as the smallest railw
Canada.
Regarding the

admission is made of its worth, thus.

Lemieux Act a plain

“The Lemicux Bill is
after a workmen’s
has been in the
Nova Scotia for. many
there is no objection to giving Houn.
Mr. Lemieux all praise and credit
for the passing of this measure. It
has been the means of doing much
good; it has probably meant many
thousands of dollars to the work-
men and vested interests of the
country,”

fashioned
dispute act which

Even in such a candid admission it
was impossible for the Journal to al-
low it to-go without some misre
sentation. The Lemieux is not copied
after Nova Scotia legislation. i
were it would be to the eredit
Liberal administration in that
ince,” It is, however, the most ad-
vanced labor

continent, and already the

legislation upon this
govein-
ments of 'the United States and Great
Britain have

tions into its working with a view to

been making investiga-
following the lead of the most pro
gressive Government of the day, the
Laurier administration. It is worth
noting here that almost all the labor
legislation of any real value that has
been enacted in ‘Canada has been
passed by Liberal Governments,

Another statement in this artiel2
with respcet to the Laurier ‘Govern-
ment, reads:

“They gave, for instance, Burrows,
Adamson, Turriff and Sifton, the
timber barons of the West, control
of nearly a million acres of the best
timber lands in Canada.”

In this paragraph four names ar
mentioned of men who were “ given”
control wof Three oi
these men never received or purchas-

timber lands

ed an acre of timber lands from the
Laurier Government
whatsoever, so three-fcurths of this
story is deliberate falsehood. As to
the other namb mentioned that of Mr

inNany manner

Burrows; the Government did not
timber land. The
Journal is just glightly astray here, :t

“give” him any

was the old Conservative Government
that gave timber lands . free . to, .iits
friends. .Any timber secured by Mr
Burrows was bought by him by public
tender, and he secured it because he
was willing to pay more money for it
than anyone else, Grit or Tory, who
tendered for the same.
The remainder of _the artiele con-

tains about the same measure of
truth, - The whole editorial iz
3 | to

Speaking of the farmer and the home

design-
mislead -and misrepresent,

steader in the West, the article says
of the Government:

“They positively and absolutely
refuse to extend to him those mail
privileges which they give to the
well-to-do and residents generally of
our larger towns and cities.”

This is really amusing. Mr. Bor-
den’s plan is to give rural free deliv-
ery to the thickly populated parts
Easternr Canada. That such a scheine
is' imposgible here everybody admits,
ion leader would be giv-

50 the Opposit

mg

g

to the rural parts of Kastern Can-

ada what would be denied

West, and thé Journal has to :
him in it, The Liberal policy is a
first-class , gervice to the

offices first before any moncy is spent

rural post

upon rural delivery.

The article winds up with the state-
ment that the pcople want an honest
We believ

they do, and aiter reading the Jowr-

and clean government.

nal’s articles on Hon. . E. Foster at
the time of the Inmsurance invesliga
will hardly be ifooled into
honest

tion, they
believing that government
comes from Foster and politicians ot

his ilk.

EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY ACT.

t Roosevelt has declared
himself as in favor of an Employers’

Liability Act, with provisions in s¢

similar to the knghsh L=

Liability Aet, but of coursc

respects
ployers’
restricted, as most legislation in favor
of labor in the United States is by
tlte mnational cehstitution of that
country.

What
portance to us is that the Albert: Leg-
an Act 1n

makes this a malter of im-

islature recently- passed
similar

legislation in force in England. The
\et of July, 1907, pasced in England,
wider than the Alberta Act,

n that it includes classes of cmploy-

a great many respecis

is much

ses omitted by the Alber
as servants and farm laborvers.
English Act goes ¢ far as

householders 105}_)\»}1>';i)‘1.‘ 107

l:mL

I1not inel NG S 0
ctatute ‘books “[]1' include servants,

vears, stilll

But the insurance
again, as they .had done before m
regard to ‘other ‘classes of cmplovees

companies

rose to the occasion and more
glxty companies actively solicited ti

class of business. For sixty-eight
cents  a - year, a ridiculously small
amount, an employer may buy exemnpn-
tion from all legal liability for acci
A slight-
ly increasing amount is charg for

gaadeners,

dents to one indoor servant.

coachmen and cven chaui-
feurs who drive motor cars and who
are usually well paid because-of theis
employers the sum of $4.87 to insure
arainst legal liability,

The Workmen’s Compensation Act
vhich has been passed by the Alberta
Legislature, and which will come into
force on the 1st of Junuary, 1909,
nor does - it
piy to industrial diseases : 1 K
lish Act does, The small rates wh
nsurance companies charge in Eneg-
land, however, clearly show that for a
very small amount of insurance, the
whole

burden may be iited  from

the shoulders cmployer to th
insuraie mpi . Much miscon-
coption minds
some people regarding -l and
one hears occasionally the stock argu-
ment being used that this class of
logislation tends to prevent - capital

coming into the country.. On the con-

trary, legislation of this character
nds, by preventing as it does those
1

quent clashes bet n capital aund

labor, to place industries such as the
coal industry, on a v« much more
stable basis, and in this way capital-
ists have more security that their io-
dustries will not be closed down by
strikes arising as they oftendothrough
lack of legislation of this characte:
safeguarding the lives and guarantce-
ing to the workmen proper compensa-
tion in case of injury. The main re-
sult of the enacting of Workmen's
Compensation Act has been the very
material reduction in the number cof
accidents, due to the greater care be-
ing taken by emplovers of labor in
connection with the machinery uscd
by employees in the various indus-
tries.

An’ Act very similar to the Alberta
Act has been  in force in British Col-
umbia for some five years, and has
worked out not only entirely satisfac-
tory to the workmen, but also to the
large mine and lumber operators,

NOTES AND COMMENTS.

You will always have money to buin
if you dou’t burn it.

It is feared that somcone may ack
Roosevelt to be vice-president.

Governor Hughes’ coliloquy—""Rath-
Governor -of New -York
Vice-President at Washington,”

er be than

We warn the Ikdmonton delegates 1o
the Medicine ‘Hat convention not 1o
blow out the gas.

o,

ctimist is a man who believes

that ultimately the ice men will as
soales that tell nothing but the truth.”

—Chicago Tribune.

Just while the soldiers arc in canrp
we desire to draw attention to the
fact that the art and suceess ol w
consists in shooting bullets, not in
stopping them.

Chicago just now

the earth., No doubt ther
is little difference between the peli-
tical temperature at Chicago and the
physical temperature at the centre of
the earth,

There are at present 973 school dis
tricts erected and schools in opera-
tion, compared with 562 in September
1st, 1905.

enrolled, and there is a free reader for

There arc over 34,400 pupils

everyone.

The Winunipeg Telegram is buzzing
after Ralph Connor. There's a piece
of ancient literature” in the form «of
a fable that should be recad in the
Telegram’s sancium sanctorum. The
look well in th
puny role of the gnat.

Telegram doesn’t

“It is a preference which in the ca
of Canada converted a ten year’s fall
in British trade from seven millions
to five millions into a ten year's ri
from five to thirteen millions."-- 1«
Milner in prelerential tarifi. debate
the Lords.

An eminent British gcientist
after a prolonged rescarch found
the mentality of the two sexes is
same. Nevertheless, that will
prevent a man from having his
opinion of the wwoman who rushes ‘o
the bargain counter for something sl
has no carthly use,:

The Calgary Daily News publisl

'| speeific attention to that
{and spread much

a Dominion Fair cdition of twent)
four pages that is calculated to draw
exhibition

useful information

to their domestic servants, and when|about the southern capital in a wa)

this Act was first passed it created a

paniec among the homes of Great Brit

that will increase the prestige of the

News,
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