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KIR WAN'S LETTERS
HUGHES.

TO BISHOP

Cause* of early Misgiving*.—Confession.—Holy Wells.— 
Prohibiting the Bible.—An Incident.

My dear Sir,—In my last letter I commenced a state
ment to you of the causes which, in early life, caused my 
misgivings and distrust as to yours being a true Church, 
and as to its holding the true faith. I referred to some 
incidents connected with the claims of your priests to 
miraculous power, with the doctrine of Purgatory, and 
with praying to the saints. I shall now proceed with a 
statement of some more of those causes.

The doctrine of confession is one of the primary doc
trines of your Church. It requires every good papist to 
confess his sins to a priest at least once a year. If any 
sins are concealed, none are forgiven. This doctrine 
makes the bosom of the priest the repository of all the 
sine of all the sinners of his parish who make a con
science of confession. Hence the common saying in 
Ireland, “ You carry as much sin about you as the priest’s 
horse.” And this is one of the sources of the fearful 
power which your priests have over your people ; and 
with this doctrine or confession is connected the power 
of the father confessor to grant absolution to the confess
ing penitent. It is sometimes affirmed, and then denied, 
to suit-circumstances, that the priest claims such power ; 
but Dr. Cballoner, in his “ Catholic Christian Instruct
ed,” chap. 9, asserts this power, and on what he deems 
scriptural authority ; and I never knew an individual 
who came from confession, with the privilege of partak
ing of the communion, who did not reel and believe that 
hie sins were forgiven him ; and if they were not imme
diately forgiven, they would be on the performance of 
the prescribed penances. You, sir, will not say that I 
either misstate or misrepresent the doctrine.

Now for some of my early impressions upon this
subject. Father M-------- held frequently hie confessions
at the house in which I was clerk. He eat in a dark 
room up stairs, with one or more candles on a table 
before him. Those going to confession followed each 
other on their knees from the front door, through the 
hall, up the stairs, and to the door of the .yoom. When 
one came out of the con foesing-room, another entered 
My turn came. 1 entered the room, from which the 
light of day was excluded, and bowed myself before the 
pnest. Ho made over me the sign of the cross, and 
after praying something in Latin, he ordered me to 
commence the detail of my sins. Such was my fright 
that my memory soon failed in bringing up past delin-

racies. He would prompt me, and ask, Did you do 
thing or that thing ? I would answer yes or no. 

And when I could say no more, he would wave hie hand 
over me, and again utter some words in Latin, and 
dismiss me. Through this process I often went, and 
never without feeling that my sins were forgiven. Sins 
that burdened me before were now disregarded. The 
load of guilt was gone ; and I often felt, when prompted 
to sin, that I could commit it with impunity, as I could 
soon confess it and secure its pardon ; and this, sir, is 
the fearful and fatal effect of your doctrine of confession 
and absolution upon millions of minds.

The questions, however, nf*— «r-
priest go tuto a dark room in the daytime ? Why not 
pray for me in English, and not in Latin ? How can he 
forgive sin ? What if my sins, after all, are not forgiven ? 
And I always found that I could play my pranksbetter 
after confession than before, for I could go at them with 
a lighter heart. Very early in life my confidence in this 
doctrine of confession was shaken, and at a later period 
I came to the conclusion that it was a priestly device to 
ensnare the conscience and to enslave men. Do you, in 
your soul, believe it is any thing else ?

Another thing which made early a deep impression on 
this. On my first remembered barney to 

s I mistake.

THE DYING BOY. 6,8,4. BBT. W. F. FARRINGTON.

^ I J J1 J-J|J '■> j I
1. Mo-ther ! I’mdy-ingnow ! There’s a deep suf-fo-ca-tion in my breast, As if some heav-y hand my bo-com press’d, And on my brow,
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2.1 feel the cold sweat stand, My lips grow dry and tremn-lous, my brfeath Comes feeb-Iy up—O tell me, is this death 1 Moth-er, your band—
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3. Here ; lay it on my wrist, And place the oth-er thus be-neath my head, And say, sweet mo-ther, say when I am dead, Shall I be missed ?

TYPOGRAPHY BY JOHN ROSS, TRACEER OF MUSIC, CHARLOTTETOWN.

keep the good saint 
,tion ; and, judging 
îe trees, 1 interred

and to receive the pennies

my mind was this. On my 1 H H ■
Dublin, we passed by a place, called, unless 1 
St. John’s Well. It is, as you know, one of the “ holy 
wells ” of Ireland. There was a vast crowd of poor 
looking and diseased people around it. Some wore 
praying, some shouting; many were up in the trees 
which surrounded it. All these trees were laden, in all 
their branches, with shreds of cloth of every possible 
variety and color. I inquired what all this meant. I 
•was told, “ This is St. John’s Well, and these people 
come here to get cured.” But what do those rags mean, 
hanging on the trees ? I was told that the people who 
were not immediately cured tied a piece of their gar
ments on some limb of the trees, torn 
of the well in mind of their application 
from the number of pieces tied on the 
that the number that went away cured were very few. I 
had previously read some travels in Africa describing 
some of the religious rites of thé sable sons of that 
continent, and the thought that those performed around 
St. Johiat’s Well were just like them occurred to me. 1 
have no dohbt but that the ritea-witnessed in my youth 
are performed there yet ; that the rags of diseased per
sons are now streaming from those trees to remind the 
saint of the requests of those who suspended them 
There was always a priest present to hear confessions,

* ‘ * unies of the poor pilgrims ; and the
►on my mind was, that it was a 

have since learned that it is a 
i rites and ceremonies about 

this well, I learn, are nothing in comparison with thosp

Birformed at the wells of Saint Patrick, in the county 
own. I will here insert an account of a festival at St. 

Patrick’s Well, as given by an eye-witness :
“ When or hoy the custom which I shall describe ori

ginated, I taovrtaot, nor is it necessary to inquire ; but 
eveiy““f*Hddummer eve thousands of Roman Catholics, 
many from distant parts of the country, resort to these 
celebrated holy wells to cleanse their souls from Sin, and 
clear their mortal bodies of diseases. The influx of peo
ple of different ranks, for some nights before the one in 
which alone, during the whole year, these wells possess 
this power (foaon all other days and nights in the year 
they rank not above common draw-wells), is prodigious ; 
and their attendants, hordes of beggars, whose ragged 
garments, if once taken off, could not be put on againby 
the ingenuity of man, infest the streets and lanes, and 
choose their lodgings in the highways and hedges. Hav
ing been previously informed of tne approach of this 
miraculous night, and having made ourselves acquainted 
with the locality of the wells, early in the evening we re
paired to the spot. We had been told that we should see 
something Quite new to us, and we met with what scarce
ly was credible on ocular evidence. The spot on which 
this scene of superstitious folly was exhibited was admir
ably adapted to heighten every attendant ciroumeta<le of 
it ; the wonderful wells, of whieh there are four, being 
situated in a square or patch of ground, surrounded by 
steep rocks, which reverberated _ "* J —j—
bled all

impressions then made upon my 
piece of paganism ; and I have 
relic of Druidisra ; and the rib

When we had somewhat recovered from the first surprise, 
which the (to us) unaccountably fantastic actions of the 
crowd had given us, we endeavored to trace the progress 
of some of these deluded votaries through all the mazes 
of their mystic penance. The first object of them all ap
peared to be the ascent of the steepest and most rugged 
part of the rock, up which both men and women crawled 
their painful way on their Ijjuids and bare knees. The 
men’s clothes were all made sb as to accommodate their 
knees with all the sharpness of the pointed rock ; and 
the poor women, many or them young and beautiful, took 
incredible pains to prevent their petticoats from affording 
any defence against its torturing asperities. Covered 
with dust, ana perspiration, and blood, they at last 
reached the summit of the rock, where, in a rude sort of 
chair hewn out of the stone, eat an old man, probably 
one of their priesthood, who seemed to be the representa
tive of St. Patrick, and the high-priest of this religious 
phrensy. In hie hat each of the penitents deposited a 
half penny, after whieh he turned them round a certain 
number of-times, listened to the long catalogue of their 
offences, and dictated to them the penance they were to 
undergo or perform. Then they descended the rock by 
another path, but in the same manner and posture, 
equally careful to be cut by the flints, and to suffer as 
much as possible : this was, perhaps, more painful tra
velling than the ascent had been ; the suffering knees were 
rubbed another way ; every step threatened a tumble, and 
if any thing could have been lively there, the ridiculous 
attitudes of these descenders would have made us so. 
When they gained the foot of the hill, they (most of them) 
bestowed a small donation of charity on some miserable 
groups of supplicants who were stationed there. One 
beggar, a cripple, sat on the ground, at one moment ad
dressing the crowd behind him, and swearing that all the 
Protestants ought to be burned out of the country, and, 
in the same breath, begging the penitents to give him one 
half-penny for the love of * swale blessed Jasus.’ The peni
tents now returned to the use of their feet, and commenc
ed a running sort of Irish jiggish walk round several cairns 
or heaps of stones erected at different spaces. This lasted 
for some time. Suddenly —«nM **»••*.
suives uuiure tne cairn,and ejaculate some hasty prayers 
as suddenly they would rise and resume their mill-horse 
circumrotation. Their eyes were fixed ; their looks spoke 
anxiety, almost despair ; and the operation of their facul
ties seemed totally suspended. They then proceeded to 
one end of the old chapel, and seemed to believe that there 
was a virtue, unknown to* us heretics, in one particular 
stone of the building, which every one was careful to 
touch with the right hand. Those who were tall did it 
easily ; those who were less left no mods of jumping un
practiced to accomplish it. But the most remarkable, 
and doubtless the most efficient of the ceremonies, was re
served for the last ; and surely nothing was ever devised 
by man which more forcibly evinced how low our nature 
can descend. Around the largest of the wells, which was 
in a building very much, to common eyes, like a stable, 
all those who had performed their penances were asem- 
bled, some dressing, some undressing, many stark naked. A 
certain number of them were admitted at a time into this 
holy well, and there men and women of every age bathed 
promiscuously without any covering. They undressed 
before bathing, and performed the whole business of the 
toilet afterward in the open air, in the midst of the 
crowd, without appearing sensible of the observations of 
lookers-on, perfectly regardless of decency, perfectly dead 
to all natural sensations. This was a strange sight, but 
so nearly resembling the feast of lunatics, that even the 
voluptuary would have beheld it without any emotions 
but those of dejection. The penance having terminated 
in this marvellous ablution, tne penitents then adjourned 
either to booths and tents to drink, or join their friends. 
The air then rang with- musical, monotonous singing, 
which became louder with every glass of whisky, finishing 
in frolicsome debauch, and laying, in all probability, the 
foundation for future penances and more thorough ablu
tions. No pen can describe all the confusion, no descrip
tion can givè a just idea of the noise and disorder which 
filled this hallowed square, this theatre of fanaticism, this 
temple of superstition, of which the rites rival all that 
we are told of in the East. The minor parts of the spec
tacle were filled up with crediflous mothers half drowning 
their poor children to cure their sore eyes ; with cripples 
who exhibited every thing that has yet been discovered in 
deformity, expecting to be washed straight, and to walk 
away nimbly and comely.

11 The experience of years had not shaken their faith ; 
and though nobody was cured, nobody went away doubt
ing. Shouting, and howling, and swearing, and cartys- 
ings filled up every pause, and 4 threw o’er this spot of 
earth the air of hell.’ I was never more shocked And 
struck with horror ; and perceiving many of them intoxi 
cated with religious fervor and all-potent whisky, and 
warming into violence before midnight, at which time the 
distraction was at its climax, I left this scene of human 
degradation in a state of mind not easily to be described. 
The whole road from the wells to the neighboring town 
was crowded with such supplicants as perferred mortal 
half-pence to holy penance. The country around was 
illuminated with watch-fires ; the demons of discord and 
fear were abroad in the air ; the pursuits of the world 
and the occupations of the peaceful appeared put a stop 
to by the performance of ceremonies, disgraceful when 
applied to propitiate an all-compassionate divinity, whom 
these religionists were determined and taught to consider 
jealous rather than merciful. I wish it were in mv power,

through the chapel to an individual managing concealed 
mirrors so as to produce the wonderful effect ! Of this I 
heard ; and although it seemed incredible, yet it made 
an impression on my mind. The probability of the im
posture can not bo doubted by those who know that the 
earth which covers the grave of Father Sheely (who was 
convicted of treason, and hung in the county of Tipper
ary), when boiled in milk, cures a variety of diseases. 
Would that we had not convincing evidence of far worse

ipositions than this !
The Bible, with all its notes and glosses, as published 

by the authority of your own Church, is denied by you 
to be a complete rule of faith. On this question I will 
not now enter, only so far as to say that this denial holds 
a very intimate connection with its virtual withholding 
from the people. If not a complete rule, it may lead 
astray ; and as it is capable of opposite interpretations 
in some of its passages, the souls of the people must not 
be endangered by its general circulation. It is better to 
know nothing of the Bible than in some particulars to 
misinterpret it ! Your infallible Church teaches both 
ways on a variety of subjects, and, among the rest, on 
the circulation of the Bible. It allows it in Protestant 
countries, with some stringent regulations ; it virtually 
forbids it in purely papal countries. How many Bibles 
could your reverence procure in Spain, Portugal, Naples, 
or Italy 1 In your many visits to Rome, to give an 
a< .*ount of yourself to your master, have you ever sought 
for a Bible in its bookstores ? How many Spaniards or 
Italians have ever road a Bible through ? How many of 
the Irish peasantry that can road and write have ever 
read one chapter of it? Now, sir, for years together, I 
sat daily at table with a Catholic priest, who was a 
member of the family, and the curate of the parish, and 
I never saw a Bible used in the family. I never heard at 
table, or in the morning, or in the evening, a religious 
service. The numbers of the Douay Bible, published by 
subscription in folio, were taken in the family, but never 
read. And not only so, but I never heard a sermon 
preached in a Catholic ehapel in Ireland, nor a word of 
explanation on a single Christian topic, doetrine, or 
Uuiy. The thing nearest to a sermon that I beard was a 
scold from the altar because some person sent for the 
priest at midnight to confess and anoint a dying person. 
And before I was sixteen years of age, I never read a 
chapter in the word of God, while in other respects my 
education was not neglected. I often asked the meaning 
of this thing and the other, but there was no explanation ; 
nor can one out of one thousand, in papal countries, 
give a single reason for one of your peculiar doctrines or 
duties. And since, in the maturity of my judgment, I 
have examined this matter, I have greatly comménded 
your wisdom in withholding the Bible from the people ; 
if I were a bishop or a priest of your Church, with no 
better principles than the rest of you, I would do the 
same. I heard a man who lived near the Canada line, in 
Vermont, during the last war with Great Britain, tell 
the? Tallowing story. “There was,” said he, “ much 
smuggling going on. Whenever we met a traveller with 
a pack of any kind, we ordered it to bo searched. Honest 
men always said, 4 Search and welcome.’ But whenever 
a man refused, or made any fuss about it, wo always 
suspected that there were contraband goods in the pack, 
and we wore never mistaken.” You have brought con
traband goo.ds into the house of God, and the Bible tells 
the people so. Hence it is forbidden. Light is the sure 
death of darkness. The circulation of the Bible will ba 
the death of your whole system.

With respect yours,
Kirwan-

A WORD TO YOUNG LADIES.
I wish to say a word to you, young ladies, about your in

fluence over young men. Did you ever think of it ? Did 
you ever realize that you could have any influence at all over 
them T We believe that a young lady, by her constant, con
sistent, Christian example, may exert an untold power. 
You do not know the respect, and almost worship, which 
young men, no matter how wicked they may be themselves, 
pay to a consistent, Christian lady, be she young or-old.

A gentleman once said to a lady who boarded in the same 
house with him, that her life was a constant proof of the 
truth of the Christian religion. Often the simple tenues t of 
a lady will keep a young man from doing wrong. We have 
known this to be the case very frequently ; and young mon 
have been kept from breaking the Sabbath, from drinking, 
from chewing, just bees use a lady whom they respected, and 
for whom they had an affection, requested it. A tract given, 
an invitation to go to church, a request that your friend 
would read the Bible daily, will often be regarded, when 
more powerful appeals from other sources would fall un
heeded upon his heart.

Many of the gentlemen whom you meet in society are 
away from the influence of parents and sisters—and they will 
respond to any interest taken in their welfare. We all speak 
of a young man’s danger from evil associates, and the very 
bad influence which his dissipated gentlemen companions have 
over him. We believe it is all true, that a gentleman’s char- 
racter is formed, to a great extent, by the ladies that he as
sociates with before he becomes a complete man of the world. 
We think, in other words, that a young man is pretty much 
what his sisters and young lady friends choose to make him.

We knew a family where the sisters encouraged their 
younger brother to smoke, thinking it was manly, ani to 
mingle with gay, dissipated fellows, because they thought 

smart ;” and he did mingle with them, until he became 
just like them, body and soul, and abused the same sisters 
shamefully. The influence began farther back than with 
his gentlemin companions. It began with hie sisters, and 
was carried on through the former years of hie character. 
On the other hand, if sisters are watchful and affectionate, 
they may, in various ways—by entering into any little plan 
with interest, by introducing their younger brothers to good 
ladies’ society—lead them along, until their character is form
ed, and then a high-toned respect for ladies, and a manly 
self-respect will keep them from mingling with low society.

If a young man sees that the religion which in youth he 
was taught to venerate, is lightly thought of, and perhaps 
sneered at by the young ladies with whom he associates, we 
oan hardly expect him to think it is the thing for him. Let 
none say that they have no influence at all. This is not 
possible. You cannot live without having some sert of in
fluence, any more than you can live without breathing. One 
is just as unavoidable as ike other.

Beware, then, what kind of influence it is that you are 
constantly exerting. An invitation to take a glass of wine, 
or to play a game of cards, may kindle the fires of intemper
ance or gambling, which will burn for ever. , A jest given 
at the expense of religion, a light, trifling manner in the 
house of God, or any of the numerous ways in which you 
may show your disregard for the souls of others may be the 
means of ruining others for time and eternity.— Willis's 
Home Journal.

without inainoeritj, to pay a compliment to the Irish 
Catholic clergy. On this ot

every sound, and redou- 
,1 the confusion. The coup d'adl of the square on our 

approach presented a floating mass of various-colored 
heads, ana our ears were astonished with confused and 
mingled sounds of mirth and sorrow—of frantic, enthusi
astic joy, and deep, desponding ravings. On descending 
into the square, we found ourselves immediately in the 
midst of innumerable groups of these fanatics, running 
in all directions, confusedly in appearance, but methodi
cally, as we afterward found, in reality ; the men and 
the women were barefooted, and the heads of all were 
bound round with hankereliiefs. Some were running in 
eiroles, some were kneeling in groups, some were sinking 
in wild concert, some were jumping about like maniacs 
at the end of an old building, which, we were told, yrns 
the ruins of a chapel erected, with several adjacent build
ings, in one miraculous Midsummer’s night by the tutel 
ary saint of the wells, of whose talent as a mason they 
give, it must be confessed, no very exalted opinion. I

occasion they were the mad 
priests of these Bacchanalian orgies—the fomenter* of 
fury—the setters on to strife—the mischievous ministers 
of the debasement of their people, lending their aid to 
ilunge their credulous congregations in ceremonious 
lorrore.”*

Now, eir.ean you, as a man of high intelligence, regard 
these things in any other light than as the merest impos
tures to delude the ignorant * And what epithet suffici
ently expressive ot abhorrence can we apply to the priest
hood who thus impose upon a credulous people 1 Can 
Hindooism surpass this in its worst orgies?

I well remember yet another of these impostures. 
When a boy, I often h'eard that, on the morning of Easter 
Sunday, the. sun might be seen dancing in the heavens 
and in the chapels, to exprari its joy on the anniversary 
of the resurrection of Christ, and I often wished to be 

"nid wTHlBBTlfie]phenomenon. It took place in
In ehapel. and in the presence of many pious and.... . -• • | *—

PREPARATION FOR DEATH.
When you lie down at night, compose your spirits ae if 

you were not to wake till the heavens he no more. And 
when you wake in the morning consider the new day aa your 
last, and act accordingly. Surely that night cometh of which 
you shall never see the morning, or tha; day of which you 
shall never see the night ; hut which of your mornings and 
nights you know not. Let the mantle of worldly enjoyment 
hang loose about you, that it may be safely dropped when 
death comes to carry you into another world. When ifloruit 
is ripn it falls off Hie tree easily. So when a Christian’s hearl 
is truly weaned from the world, he is prepared for death. 
A heart disengaged from the world is a heavenly one, and 
then we are ready for heaven when our heart is there before

THE LAY PREACHING MOVEMENT 
SCOTLAND.

Wo have from time to time reefrred to the remark
able movement among the upper classes in Scotland. 
~l)e Stirling Observer lias an article in reference to 
Mr. Gordon Forlong, who has just visited that town : 
“He preached first in the Baptist chapel, which was 
well filled; his second service was in the Congrega
tional chapel, which was quite filled; his third was in 
the Free South Church; and his last address was de
livered in St.Jolin-street United Presbyterian Church. 
An Episcopalian, as is Mr. Forlong, he has no 
chance of being permitted to preach in churches be
longing to his own denomination, without ‘‘taking or
ders,” which would spoil his mission as a layman; 
but there is no such obstacle in the way of his preach
ing in other churches. It i«, however, satisfactory to 
observe that, on the present occasion, he has spread 
his evangelizing efforts over as many as four deno
minations. Mr. Forlong.’#, preaching is characterized 
by vigourousness, freshness, "directness, and origin
ality. He must be seen and heard before one can

admiring beholders. An unbeliever in priestly miracles 
was present, who traced up the dancing of tÿffjmnbeams

* M'Gaviu’s Protestant, p. 403

LAYING UP FOR CHILDREN.
Parental affection naturally inquires what it can beat do 

for the welfare of its children in future years, and when the 
bosom which now throbs with love to its offspring shall he 
cold in death. Many plans are laid, and many days and hours 
of anxious solicitude are spent in contriving wiys and means 
of rendering children prosperous and happy in future life. 
But parents are not always wise in the provisions which they 
seek to make for their children ; nor do they always seek 
direction and counsel from God in this matter. The best 
inheritance for children, beyond all contradiction, is true 
>iety towards God—the salutary truths and principles of re- 
igion, laid up in the hearts of children—a good education- 

good and virtuous habits, unbending principles of moral con
duct, the fear of God, and the hope of heaven. This is the 
best inheritance for children, which all parents should be 

it anxious to lay up for them.
Ian y an unwise parent works hard, and lives sparingly 

all fite life, for the purpose of leaving enough to give his 
children a start in the world, as it is called. Setting a 
young man afloat with money left him by his relative is like 
tying bladders under the arms of one who cannot swim ; ten 
chances to one he will lose his bladders and go to the bottom. 
Teach him to swim, and he will not need the bladders.

Give yonr child a sound education. See to it that his 
morals are pure, his mind cultivated, and his whole nature 
made subservient to the laws which govern man, and yon 
have given what will be more valuable than the wealth of 
the Indies. Y<m have given him a start which no misfortune 
can deprive him of. The earlier you teach him to depend 
upon bis own resources, and the blessing of God, the better.

HEWS BY THE ENGLISH MAIL.

THE RELIEF OF LUCKNOW.
(FVena the Bombay Times.)

In our last we mentioned the arrival of Grant’s cofnmn 
at Cawnpore, on the 27th of October. After crossing the 
Ganges, they arrived at Alnmbagh, on the let November. 
It had now become known that Ontram and Haveloek 
were not only holding their own, but were suffering com
paratively little interest from the almost unceasing fire 
kept up on them by the enemy. They were provisioned 
for weeks, and as there were understood to be above 
100,000 rebels in arms around, Sir Colin Campbell wisely 
resolved to delay the final attack until the force at hie 
disposal should have assembled in sufficient strength to 
be irresistible. Hie Excellency and staff reached Cawn
pore on the 3d, having, as formerly stated, narrowly es
caped being captured by the enemy on the road. Although 
it was known in August that 30,000 men were on the ifay 
from England, the arrangements for pushing them on ap
pear to have been deferred till close upon their arrival. 
To this source of detention the teasing delays that fol
lowed are mainly to be ascribed. Troops were now mus
tering in force at Cawnpore. On the 9th the 5th, 53d, 
84th and 93d, with portions of other regiments, crossed 
the Ganges, and were speedily followed by the Naval Bri
gade, who dragged their twenty-four guns along with them 
as if they had been toys. Large supplies of provisions 
had by this time been sent into Alnmbagh, and arrange
ments of all sorts were made which the caution required 
and deliberation permitted by the occasion. Sir Colin 
Campbell left Cawnpore on the 11th, and rode forty miles 
at a stretch in the direction of Lucknow. The sick and 
wounded, left by Havelock at Alnmbagh, wore sent into 
his camp, with the view of returning to Cawnpore, under 
a guard of Sikh horsemen, an arrangement that nearly 
proved fatal. As they approached the British caqip they 
were mistaken by the seamen of Peel’s Naval Brigade for 
the advanced guard of the enemy, when the guns, loaded 
with grape, were about to be fired. Luckily the face of 
the European surgeon was recognized in time to prevent 
mischief. The Commander-in-Cbief had with him a Eu
ropean Horse Battery, two troops of Horse Artillery, 60 
Royal Artillerymen, with two 18-pounders and two 8-inch 
mortars ; 320 of the 9th Lancers ; detachments of H. M.’s 
5th, 8 th, 53d, 75th and 93d, and 300 of the Naval Bri
gade, or, including the 900 ioining him from Alumbagh, 
above 3000 Europeans in all; besides a squadron of Sikhs 
and of Ilodson’s horse, 1000 Sikh Infantry, Sappers and 
Miners, Ac., or an additional 2000 natives. On the 13th 
he advanced to the banks of the canal, dispersing the re
bels who approached him, and capturing all their guns. 
On the 15th the rebels, after a running fire of a couple of 
hours, were driven from the Dilkosha and La Martiniore. 
They shortly after rallied, however, and made an attack 
on the British position, when a severe repulse was sus
tained by them. During these three days Lieut. May ne, 
Horse Artillery, and Captain Whcatcroft, Carabineers, 
were killed.^ We had chiefly depended on our artillery, 
wisely avoiding the needless exposure of our infantry to 
desperate men. On the 16th the canal was crossed which 
separates Alumbagh and Lueknow, the chief advancing 
on Secunderbagh, which was carried after a severe strug
gle, the enemy suffering terribly. Having garrisoned each 
position as we advanced, the Samueh was attacked about 
three o’clock in the afternoon, and, after a tremendous 
cannonade, was oarrisd about dusk. Sir Colin Campbell 
describes it as one of the most severe fights he had ever 
witnessed, and few men have seen more of hard fighting 
than he. Early on the morning of the 17th communica
tions were opened to the left rear of the barracks towards 
the canal. A heavy cannonade having been kept up all 
the morning on the mess house, that very strong position . 
was carried by assault at three p.m., when the troops, 

ishing on rapidly, were able to seize the Motce Mahal 
fore dusk. Sir Colin Campbell now approached the 

brave garrison, who had been closely beset since the 25th 
of September, when Generals Outram and Havelock came 
out to meet him. Although the enemy was not yet com
pletely subdued, the communications with the roar were 
all re-opened, and the eiek and wounded, the ladies and 
children, were dispatched under escort to Cawnpore. Oar 
loss, though considerable, was less so than mi gift have 
been looked for. Captain Ueadly, Royal Artillery, Capt. 
Dalzell, 93d Highlanders, Captain Lumsden, of the late 
30th Bengal Native Infantry, attached to the 93d, Lieut. 
Franklana,2d Punjaub Infantry,and Midshipman Damien, 
Naval Brigade, were killed. Thirfy-two officers were 
wounded—two dangerously, and eighteen severely. Our 
latest tidings extend only to the 21st, and ln^ro been eup-

Slied by electric telegraph alone, so as to bo in the last 
egree meagre and incomplete. On that date two tele

graph assistants were murdered at Alumbagh, and we 
must now wait for further intelligence. The routes from 
Cawnpore westward are still so interrupted that the mails 
are in the last degree irregular, or we should before now 
have had full particulars by letter. It is more than pro
bable that tidings, considerably later than any we can at 
present give, will be forwarded for our London contempo
raries by the steamer this evening. There is much yet to 
be done in Oude, but the Cummander-m-Chief has now a 
numerous force at hie disposal ; and Lueknow being re
lieved, can consult his own convenience in matter of time.

-lily.
have an idea of his fervent manner, his powerful ut
terance, and his forcible style.”

A THOUSAND FRAYEES.
Who ever offered so many ?” Yon have, during the 

last year, if you hive kepi the resolution of the Psalmist : 
“ Evening and morning, and at noon will I prav.” A thou
sand pray ora 1 Have they all been answered ? Were they 
all “ the effectual fervent prnver of the righteous,” which 
avails ! What reason nave you to praise God, who enabled 
you to offer them T .

Has your heart -not been right with G»d. eo that in these 
there has been only the form prater t

Perhaps a parent, child, or friend, has proved so manv 
tiroes for you. Wi’l you resist the Spirit ot God, and sink 
usanctified under the weight of so many prayers T

PHOTOGRAPHIC IMAGES OF MICROSCO
PIC OBJECTS.

That perfect photographic image on an object too minute 
to be seen bv the naked eye can be produced, is a fact well 
known to all who hare taken soy interest in the photograph
ie art. A page of the Tunes newspapers haa been diminish
ed by the photographie camera to the size of a lady’s finger 
nail, and when examined by the naked eye, looked like a 
small gray patch on the paper ; bat when placed under a

Eiwerful microscope, was found to present every word and 
tier of ihe original with perfect legibility.
It must be obvient to the moat superficial observer, that 

when a microscopie image of any object is thrown upon any 
surface, the artist can copy as much of that image as he eeee 
But by the aid of paihography, not only that which is seen 
in such an image by the naked eye, but much that is alto
gether invisible, is faithfully depicted on the sensitive paper 
or plate, and permanently fixed, thus enabling the investi
gator to apply to this magnified image, at his leisure, still 
higher microscopic powers, which reveal a minuteness of 
structure and organism such as no other method of proce
dure has given him the power to detect.

We alt of ua complain of the ahortoeee of time, and yet 
have much more than we know what to do with. Our live» 
are spent in either doing nothing at all, or in doing nothing 
to the purpose, or in doing nothing that we ought to do ; we 
are always complaining our days are few, and acting a» 
though there would be no end of them.—Seneca.

That life that shall never end mast begin here ; it is 
the new spiritual life, of whieh the Word of God is the 
immortal sood.—Leighton.

We have no longer any occasion for those headlong and 
deadly assaults, which, heroic and irresistible as they 
are,are accompanied with frightful sacrifice of life, which 
greater caution, and the fall nee of our artillery, may 
avoid. The force in all now in Oude amounts to close on 
12,000 men, consisting of the 9th Lancers, the Naval Bri
gade, the 1st Madras Fnsileers, H. M.’s 5th, 8th, 23d, 
32d, 53d, 64th, 75th, 78th, 82d, 84th and 90th Re giments, 
with a magnificent park of artillery, a portion of the Ri
fle Brigade, Royal and Madras Sappers and Miners, the 
Sikh Infantry and Cavalry—ably commanded and in the 
highest state of efficiency.

(From the Bombay Gazette.)
Including the garrisons of Alumbagh, the commander 

in chief would have with him about 6000 men, which the 
junction of those in Lucknow would increase to about 
8,000—a very respectable force as things go, and capable 
of dealing easilv, according to Indian calculations, with 
at least 50,000 mutineers and rebels. This force was ac
companied by a powerful artillery, including eleven heavy 
guns, some qf them worked by the seamen of the naval 
brigade. Sir Colin Campbell appears duly to have appre
ciated his own strength m this arm, and to have resolved 
to turn it to the best account in making way for his in
fantry. ■■ ■■

DELHI. ?
The domed city, though no longer the eoeno of onr 

anxieties, continues the centre of activity in -the North 
West. It is here, the chief scene of the rebellion, where 
the sternest vengeance might have been looked for ; and 
here, unhappily, we find that i 

"lsnmatevery Englie
we find that mawkish humanity which

__ |__| man condemns, and every native ascrif
fearï most prevalent. It is said that the unwise 
|Mr. Colvin, issued when his once powerful mind 
ling him, had never been cancelled, and that p tiuiid 
of responsibility had disabled the local authorities f!
thinking for themselves, or rising to the occasion.____
first manifestation of this was in sparing the life of the 
King of Delhi, and the princes who were shot were only 
to prevent a rescue, or they also might have been spared. 
The hoary royal traitor now occupies the palace, has a 
guard and retinue assigned to him, and insults the Brit
ish officers who visit him. His youngest son, a lad of 18, 
has, on the ground of hie youth, been declared innocent, 
and traversée Delhi on an elephant o’f state, with a couple 
:of English officers in bis tram. A military commission 
has meanwhile been sitting to obtain formal legal evidence 
against men caught in tbefaot. Twenty four of the junior 
members of the royal fiunily, having been convicted, on 
evidence that might have satisfied a Chancellor Eldon, 
were on the 21 et banged altogether ; and if we are to ex
tinguish the mutiny, and convince the in 
are not at all afraid of them, we must < 
occasionally with presumptive e * 
proof. Your murderer j work so a

Urine witnama to tMtiftr.


