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RUSS-GERMAN
' NEGOTIATIONS

Sonflicting Rumors Are Still
the Main Neys.

" London Cable says—Berlin advices
received at Amsterdam say that the
commission provided for in the Rus-
so-German armistice agreement pro-
ceded to Petrograd to-day. It 1s
keaded by Count von Mirvach, former
German sminister Lo Greece, and Wwill
undertake to reach a settlemeut with
the Russian auinorities for the ex-
change of civinans and incapacitated
war prisoners and also aevise mea-
sures to restore, relations between
Germany and Russia.

The commission includes a number
of officials of the Foreign and War
Ministries.

A Petrograd despatci reads:

“It is reported that the German
delegation that was expected in Peiro-
grad Thursday is proceeding to
Dvinsk instead, fearing that a visit to
Petrograd would be misinterpreted.”

“There is an unofficial report, which
cannot be confirmed, that the Rus-
s.ans have given the Germans 48
hours in which to accept or reject the
Russian peace proposals.”

Other despatches differ from
above.

The peace negotiations have been
suspénded until January 24 pend-
ing consultation by the Gerinan
delegates with their Government
cn Russia’s ferms, aceording
to a Petrograd despateh printed
by the Times to-day. The Russian
delegates, it was stated, are returning
from Brest-Litovsk to Petrograd.

Two commissions to negotiate
peace will be formed, the Times’
correspondent asserted, one to meet
at Pelrograd, and the other at Odes-
88. Both will consider purely mili-
tary aspects of the situation.. A third
will shortly be appointed to prepare
for. =a prospective Kuropean peace
conference.

The peasant delegation which went
to Kitew to effect a compromise he
tween the Bolsheyiki authorities and
the traine Rada report that they
had mo success.

The Central Exccutive Committee
of tire Workmen's and Soldiers’ Dele-
gates yesterday approved the appoint-
ment of seven Social revolufionists a 3
members of the Council of National
Commdssioners to replace Bolsheviki
members. Four of the new appoin-
tees will haye portfolios, among them
those of Justice and Agriculture,
Three of them will be without port-
folios. The number of Bolsheviki
members of the Council is ten, in-
cludimg one woman. Alexandria Kol-
lantay, Minister of Public Weifar

Efforts made by Social Dewo
members of the Central I utive
point out the siznificance of the
changes failed. Their request that
the president of the Couneil explain
the reason for the changes was voted
down by the Bolsheviki members.

ATTITUDE OF AMERICA.

‘Washington Despateh--Great  for-
beurawce and pac.taue wiit ve exerted
by the Amcrican Government in deal-
ing with the chaotic thwussian situa-
tion because it is rcalized that  Ger
wan wtrigue, workmg through thin-
ly disgaisned agents within the ranks
of ike Bolsheviki, is doing
most to bring about & Dbreach Le-
tween the Lmted States and Russia,

It was authoritatively stated to-
day that American representatives in
Russia, diplomatic, economic and
others, will carcful.y avoid any in-
terference with the internal p()'litir's
of the cauntry and will be guided in
thefr conduct by the strictest rules
of meutrality as between the Russian
factfons. It is the purpose to per-
mit the Russian people themselves
to work out thelr own salvation, free
from any American interferences.

There still is a deep-scated con-
vietion in administration circles that
withtn a reasonable period of time a
sflt.lsfa.ctor)' and probably permanent
Goverament of democratic form wil]
he developed from the present tur-
moil

Despatches to the State Depart-
mert ghow that every opportunity. is
being seized upon by the German
awrencies to misrepresent the attitude
of America towards the Bolsheviki
movement, and particularly to in-
flame the cxcitable Russian public
acafnst the personnel of the, Ameri-
can Pmbassy and its head, Ambassa-
dor Francis.

RATHER KAISER
THAK REPUBLIC

H. G. Wells Charges - High
Groups in England
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terly hostile to this grest war aim. It
is manifest now by a hundred signs
that they dwead the fall of monarchy
in_Germany and Austria. Far rather
wbuld they make this most abject sur-
render to the Kaiser than deal with a
renascent republican Germany,

“The recent letter of Lord Lans-
downe urging peace with German
imperialism was but a feeler from
the pacifist side of this most
un-English and, unhappily, most
influencial séctfon of our public life.
Lord Lansdowne’s letter was the letter
of a peer who fears revolution more
than national dishonor.

“If we Allies are honest, then if. a
revolution started in Germapy to-day
we should, if anything, lower the
price of peace to Germany, but these
people who pretend to lead us will
state nothing of the sort. For them a
revolution in Germany would be the
signal for putting up the Jrice of
peace. At any risk they are resolved
that a German revolution shall not
happen.

“A plain statement of our war aims
that did not more than set out honest-
ly and convincingly the terms the
Allies would make with democratic,
republican (lermany—republican I say,
beeause where a scrap of Hohenzol-
lern is left to-day there ‘will be fresh
militarism to-morrow—would absolute-
ly revolutionize the internal physchol-
ogy of Germany. We should no longer
face a solid people. We should have
replaced the false issue of Germany
and Great Britain fighting for the
hegemony of Yurope—a lie upon
whieh the German Government always
traded, and in which our extreme Tory
press always supported the German
Government—by the true issue, which
ig- freedom versus: {imperialism, a
league of nations versus that net of
diplomatic roguery, and of aristocratic.
plutoeratic and autocratic greed and
eonceit which dragged us all into this
vast welter of bloodshed and loss.”
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HUN PRISONERS
WARN GERMANY

‘Ca.ptives in Russia Will
Fight the Fatherland
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If Russ Peace Peace Terms
Not Accepted.
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KAISER HEARLY
CAUEHT IN RAID

Had Just Left Mannheim
When British Came.

London Rejoices at a Real
Reprisal. ;

Deueva Cable-—The German Em-

peror, retwrning with his staff from
the Verdun front, had a narrow es-
cape during the reprizal raid of a Bri-
tish air sguadron on Mannheim
Christmas Kve, according  to a des-
petoh from Basel. Ouly about an hour
earlier the Emperor’s . special traln
left the station, which was partly des-
troyed by soweral bombs,

A sestion of tho tracks was torn up,
cutting eommualcation north.
fact. the Pmperor's  train  was
last to leavy Mannheim, and no trains
orrived at Basal yesterday from that
city. Twe bouibs fall on the palace
and ope on the suspension bridge
across ghe Neckar River, both sirue-
tures Being badly dnwagced. An ame-
nianition factory in a
burb was blown up. Few
were Rilled Bere, however,
cmplovees were having a
Nuioshers of perions were
injured within the town, and

» blewn into the Rhine.
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WEMYSS IS NOW
~FIRST SEA LORD

Jellicoe is Retired to the
Upper House.

Significant, Just When
Criticism Strong.

A London Cable says—Vice-Admiral
Sir Rosslyn Wemyss has been ap-
pointed First Sea Lord, in succession
to Admiral Sir John R. Jellicoe, ac-
cording to an official announcement
issued this evening.

Admiral Jellicoe has been elevated
to the peerage in recognition of hi®
very distinguished services. The hope
is expressed that his experience may
be utilized later in another post.

The translation of Sir John R.
Jellicoo to the honorable eclipse of a
seat in the House of lLords and the
promotion of the Second Sea Lord to
his place, briefly announced in an
official communication to-night, will
convey but one interpretation to the
mind of the general public in view of
the strongz criticisms for a long time
passed upon the Admiralty, which
culizinated in deep disappointinent
and dis3a‘isfaction at the impunity
with which German raiders recently
again sank a british convoy.

The official announcement says
nothing of Admiral Jellicoe's having
for any reason desired to resign his
appointment, but merely announces
Lis replacement by Vice-Admiral
Wemyss and the bestowal of a peer-
age “in recognition of his very dis-
tinguished service.”

The announcement proceeds: *‘Dur-
ing the wur Admiral Jjellicoe was for
two years iWd four months in com-
mand of the Grand FFleet “before he
came to the Admiralty to take up the
position of First Sea Lord, which he
has held with distinction for the past
thirteen months. It is hcped that his
services and expericnce may be made
use of at a later date in another im-
portant appointment.”

Admiral Jellicoe was made supreme
commander of the Home Fleet at the
outbreak of the war. (n the summer
following the Jutland battle he was
ltppointed First Lord,” turning
ever command of the Grand Fleet to
Viee-Admiral Sir David Beatty, who
had commanded the British war-
ships in their fight against the Ger-
i mans. Jellicoe is 58 vears of age.

Vice-Admiral Wemyss became
gecond Sea lLord of the Admiralty in
August of the present year. Although
little known to the Dritish publie
Wemyss has always borne the repu-
tation of being u fighter of the first
order. %Yle won commendation for
the part he took in the Jutland
battle.

Wenysgs entered
ard wa nade a ear
i®12. e represents the
cratic elament in the navy.
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President Assumes Coatrol
and Operation of Every
Road in Country.

BAITISH SYSTEM

To Be Followed, With W. G.
TcAdoo, Director-
General.

Washingtoy, D.C., Despateh —Gov-
ernment possession and operation  of
the nation's Yyailroads for war
was procialmed by Yresudent Wilson
to-night, to|bécome cficetive at <1001
next kriday, Dec. 25, \viniam G. Me-
Adoo, retaming his place in the Cab-
tnet as Secretary of tuie ‘Ireasury, s
piaced in charge as Director-General
of Ralilroaus.

Kvery raiiroad engaged
transportation, with its appurien-
ances, including steamsnip nnes, 1S
taken over, and all systems will be
operated as one under the Director-
. General :

ln a statcment
proclawation toe
ed that as soon
sembtes ke will recommend
tion guaranteeinyg pre-war
and umaintenance ol railroad
perties 1n good repair.

-tiovernment hacking will be given
to new issues of raliroad securities
that a ready market may be found.

The ‘Presldent’s -move, although
forecasted for wecks, came “at this
time surprise to mncarly
everybody shington, including
raliroad offi It. had been gener-
aily believed he would await the re-
a libl of Congresy before
steps. e acted through
| tary o \WWar Baker under
i conferred in the Army Apr

thn

in general

accompanying his
President aunounc-
as Congress re-as-
logis:a-
carnmgs
pro-

agcment of the roads

n the hands ol railroad
s, and the raiiroad war board,
five raiiroad heads, will
to direct actual operation
seretary McAdoo's  general
supervision.

TO UNIFY ALL SYSTEMS.

The chief practical effect of Cev-
ermment operation will be to permit
a complete unification of all rail sys-
tems, impossible under private opers
atiom by reason of statutes prohibis-
tag poeling ef rail traffte and earm
imgs. The roads thcmselves had gome
s foc aw Ghey dared ™ this dr.a&.‘
znd it.becanie knewm enly -dty

rsed of

continue

that they had been warmed by Attor-
ney-General Gregory that a violation
of anti-pooling laws could not be
permitted. *

‘The situation was fully realized by
President Wilson, who in his state-
mrent declared the roads' had gone as
Tar as they could and that already
some systems were endangering their
earnings in attempting unification.

Although the proclamation applies
to all electric lines engaged in general
{ransportation, local interurban sys-
ten?s are specially exempted.
GUARANTEE EQUIVALENT

INGS.

Congress will be asked to guarantee
earnings equivalent to the average
net operating income of each
railroad in the three-year period end-
ing June 30, 1917. Rallroad experis
estimate that this will cost the Gov-
ernment next year in the neighbor-
hood of $100,000,000, which ¢an be
raised {n latge part by Increased
freight, of the Interstate Commerce
Commission grants the roads’ appli-
cation of 15 per cent. rate increase
now pending. Otherwise it will be
pald largely out of the general Gov-
ernment funds.

The Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion and other Government agencles,
which have to do with the railroads
will continue to perform their func-
tions as heretofore, except that they
will be subject to orders of the Direc-
tor of Railroads.

The President makes it clear that
his decision was not made because of
any failure on the part of any rail-
roads to perform their whole.duty in-
sofar as they could whilc hampered as
they were by legal restrictions.

*“The committee of railroad execu-
tives,” said his statement, *have done
the wutmost that was possible for
them to do. but there were difficultles
they mneither could escape nor neu-
tralize. In mere fairness to them the
tull authority of the Government must
be substituted.

TO FOLLOW BRITISH SYSTEM.

The plan of control, as outlined in
the proclamation and statement,
leaves much unsaid as ¢n detalls, but
the general scheme appears to fol-
low closely the British system. In
England, however, Government freight
is carricd free, ~and the guaranteed
earnings require an enormous amount
of morey f{rom Government funds,
while in the United States 'the Gov-
ernment will pay fer its freight as in
the past, and will stand for its part of
increased freight tariffs if they are
found to be necessary.

And f{rom the President’s state-
ment, there was no comment in the
capital tonizht on the Government’s
move. Seeretary McAdoo declined
to be quoied, and nrembers of the
Railronds War Beard said they would
have no siatement to make until to-
norrow.

0UR SOLBERS
GREST CANADA

EARN-

)

Qverseas Forces.

Coramander Also Crecis
‘Troops.
(By AV, A. Willison, respondent of
: the Cunawian Press.)
lreadquarters  in
our comrades

Canadian A
Flanders Cable—"To
and fricnds i support m o wnaua, this
Christings Wes is from tne Cana-
dian corps vl every division, bri-
h;um-. f,avaiion znd wan. It 13 our
faceply sincere Wisd 1or a year of tu-
ture Lappiiess wud for our early re-
union. Asse icel to-day that the race
betund us is of sucn strength and
magnituae toat it will inspire each ot
us to greater deeds) and wilj surely
lead us to the goual of victory, peace
and home.”

such 1s the message to the Domin-
ion trem irs figiiing nien-in Franee,
while to the figrting men themselves,
{he corps commander has sent the iol-
lowing message:

“The corps commander has taken
this opporturity of sendinz every of-
ficer, nen-commissioned officer, and
man in the Canadian corps all good
wishes for Chiistizas. He trusts that
the coming year may bring with it the
attainment of our great objective—
victorious peace and a happy return
to our near and dea 25 in"Canada.
Tris is not a mere sgﬁcmypud wish.
Benind it lies the deep appreciation
of your splendid work, which has been
ecarried to such successful conclusion
eby cvery unit in the corps, and also
to a full recognition of thg sacrifices
that have been made; the difficulties
overcome, the hardships endured, and
the high standard of discipline main-
taired. our actions have made the
name of our heincland one to be re-
vered, respected and honored mnow
and throughout the vears to come.”

HUN GUNS BUSY
ABGUT VERDUN

Cable {
tie regior 1 V
especialy around  Douaumont,
haume Wood and the Cauricres
Wood, which a year ago, were 1thoe
theatves of some of the fiercest en-
counters of the war, indicates
parontty tho in of the Ge
to keep the i‘rench forees in this s
ror well occupiod or mi evel
a rerewed cifort to break througl
this vital'poini
o —

BLISS U. 5. STAFF CHIEF.

Waskiegton, DG, Despatcit/—Sccre-
twry Baker, aumeunced formally {o-
nish¢ Chat CGem. Bliss would be re-
wellcd to active duty and reappointed

St

Tondon

nonading in o

ap-

ns

et of etaff. IMo also said Major-
@ea. Bigfle wowil be eontinued as
eoiatant Celef of staff
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SINGER HELD
AS HUN SPY

‘A Buenos Aires Favorite
Taken From Steamer.

Elena Theodorini Was On
Way to Europe.

Buenos Ayres Despatch—The Ar-
gentine public has lost a popular idof
in the arrest of Elena Theodorinl as
a spy in the employ of Count Lux-
burg, former German Minister and
instigation of the “sunk without t:ace"
order. LLa Theodorini, an opera singer,
took passage on board a  steamer
bound for Europe together with a
group of theatrical friends of Luxburg.
She was arrested by officers of a

French cruiser.

The steamship was halted ‘off
Montevideo by British cruisers and
some of the .others of the theatrical
group were placed under arrest, but
Theodorini was not molested until
the steamship was overhauled by a
French cruiser off the Spanish coast.

News that the cruiser had ,taken
her from the passenger steamship on
charges of espionage came as a
surprise to Theodorini’s admirers in
this city, for the general public did
not know, as did diplomatic circles,
that she had been in recent years a
great friend of Count Luxburg, .and

women who were dined and wined
at the residence of the German dip-
lomat.

La ‘Theodorini came to Buenos
Ayres in 1884. Singing leading parts
in well known operas, she soon
achieved a wide reputation and af-
terwards became so attached to Ar-
gentine audlences that she made her
home ins this city. Since then she
has figured in the musical and the-
atrical life of Argentina, although
she had retired from the operatic
stage. Y

One of her acts which endeared
her to the Argentine public was her
application for naturalization, inas-
much as she was the first womdn of
a foreign country to take such @
step. - Last year she paid a visit to
New York, where a Tfestival was
given in her honor by the Metropoli-
tan Op>2ra-stars. She returncd to
Buenos Ayres in February Jast. ,

! ————

HEROES ALL.

British Mercantile Marine
is Indomitable.
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NO BREAD CARDS.

T.oyal French Citizens Made
Them Useless.,

Paris Cable says—The issuance of
bread cards, which was to have been
made on Jan. 1, will not be carried
out. The Minister of Provisions, Vic-
tor Dorat, made this announcement
to-day. He said the inhabitants of
Paris and the other chief cities seem-
ed to have grasped the seriousness of
the appeal fr food conservation
which had Been addressed to them,
and that he was satisfied with the
bread consumption of the last few
weeks. . Appreciable results had been
obtained by this voluntary rationing,
he added, and if a further effor{ were
made it would be unnecessary to issve
bread cards.

Restrictions in the consumption of
bread have been limited since Dec. 20
to hotels and restaurants, resulting a
saving of twenty per cert.

——————

A TRICKY HUN.

Escaped for Two Weeks as
a French Priest.

Paris, Dec. 15— (By Mail).—A young
German newspaper man, who made his
escape from a prison camp in the

4

a member of a circle of theatrical ]

ipping eom- |
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U. §.'RAIL CONTROL

To Cut Executive ‘Salaries,
Inerease Men'&»

A3

Washington Despatch—One of the
first acts of the Government in begin-
ning operation of railroads wilt ke to
reduce large salaries now pai@ to the
railway executives, and@ increase in
some measure the wages of the rail-
way workers.

Securities to be issued while the
Government is in control will he at
interest rates not less than four ‘Per
cent., and the issues will’ be made un-
der joint authority of the Director-
"General and the Insterstate Commerce
Commission. 1

President Wilson, when he outlines
the Government’s plans in his ferth-
coming address to Congress, wilh ask
that the Government be empowered to
buy any quantity of new railway se-
curities. AI} earnings over ‘and
aebove an amount to be agreed upon
will go to the Government.

Congress will be asked also ‘to. ap-
propriate a large fund—probably- éwo
hundred millon dollars—for the $m-
mediate supply of rolling stock .to
handle the flood of traffic which has
sw;gmegi the roads.

e Director-General will ha -
thority to decide whether the G‘:‘ﬁ-
ment shall also assume operatiom ana
control of the express companies.

MEXICANS RAID U. S.

Killings Again Along ihe
Texas Border.

Marfa, Texas, Pespatch—American
troops to-day were guarding all antdet.s
to Van Horre conyon, ~hieme 100
Mexican bandits on Christmas miorn-
ing crossed the American bprd -
ed the postoffice and gem:;zl :&’) mi?n
the Brite ranch, 27 mifles somflcast
of here, killed Michael Welch, o get-
eran stage driver, and hfs twn xi-
can passengers, wounded Sam ill
foreman of the Brite ranch, and &

Tied away booty estimated t

$7,000. i
After the bandits had passed mv

the Rim Rock, which rises ity

ahn'%t!
more than 1,000 feet sbove the li
Grande, the soMiers, whe in

close pursuit, fired mamy at
them, and are rcported te have X¥iod
and wounded many Mexioans. |Bhe
shooting eompelled the banigy io

ubandon the horses on which tixsghear-
ried away the Jeeot.

LOYAL IRISH.

Rally to U. S. Flag as to the
Allies.

Dublin Cabla saps—T, P. U’Coanor,
cabling to Jolm Redmend a stadement
of American sabscriptions to the Brisa
(party in the latter's eenstitastignal
‘movement; and in its support of Am-
erica. and the Allies, paid tribute to
the manner In which the Irish race
and men of Irish blood have ral to
the Stars and Stripes.

Mr, Redmond yeplied: “Heagliest
congratulations and deep gmit C
from us all.” -

14 KILLED AND
MANY INJURED

When Pittsburg Car Rans
Wild in Tunnel

And Emerges to Jump Rails -
and Crash.

Pittsburg, Pa., Dgspatch-—}‘ountoen
versons were killed and every ether
one of, the 114 passengers on a Knox-
ville street car was more or less hurt
here late to-day, when the eam ran
away in a tunmel which conneets the
south side business district with ghe
South Hills. After a wild dash af al-
most a mile through the tube, the
car emerged at Cafson street and
turned over on its side. Hospital doc-
tors said that a number of the fixjureéd
could not recover.

The car, which was of the latest
low floor, steel .ype, was packed with
city-bound shoppers when it lefs the
station at the south end of the tarsmel.
A pjinute or two later the trolley is
s to have left the wire, and ihe

ghts went out. At almost the same
wnstant, for some reason not yet deter-
arined, the motorman lost eomérol.
and it dashed down the steep ‘grade.

south of France, has been captured af-
ter two weeks' liberity. He was wear-,|
ing a long black Dbeard and avong |
! eloak, like that worn by some of the !
: French religious orders,

In his hand he carried a
!])ru ver beok, on the fly leaf of which
. he had writren ingperfect I'rench that

he was a pricst of a pilgrimaga
i Lourdes, and that he had
make the urney on foot, ane
| out speal word. He then
i that he bhe en  bread t
water to drink, and a lodging
*ime. The German had shown thig
¢ praver beok everywhere alon
way 11 th iniple-mindod pea
Iielievine him 1o be a priesi, had
and sheltered him without iei
~———

vowed to
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| panic; and their
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