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TME MAIL ORDER TAX
In the light of the present discussion «hi tax- 

ng mail on hr Ihhw-". a very limclx artklv 
appeared m* the tturrou numlit-r of the Xvxv 
York Outlook, a tnagastiiR- wf very high stand
ing Tin- article j* written by a s|«vtal mvcst- 
,gator cmpkiycd by the < Hit look to examitw 
into tin newer bustiRss developments in ilk- 
I’niteil Stale» l In another page we rcpn«lucc 
i|h- article for the Imiefil of our readers The 
longer the iIwuvmhii continues on taxing mail 
or«kr hutocs.llw'more unjust ami iniquitous 
the t*i4*atitiiMn a|ij«arv There is absolutely 
no sound principle u|joii which the ( «overit- 
ment can lex y a lax u|*m one line of Imuiiwiw 
for the Imiefil of anotlier line. and if the (aim
ers of MamtoUi are not on the alert they will 
hml a new ami additmual lax |«la<x«l u| on 
them Sene («rson» have assunwd that The 
Guuk- is taking a->t«.xi.il staml m favor of ma.l 
order houses, hut such is not the case The 
retail menhanis have f««r -years. (xirtk-ularlx 
in the city eif Wtnni|jei£. limn protesting against 
the siietial business tax kxwd u|«»n them, ami 
we are heartily tn aceonl with their «leinaml 
tliat this unfair tax he lifleel. There is mi just 
reason why a business tax should be. levied uj*ai 
retail merehants. Iwtaule to tliat extent it in
terferes with their liusmexs and places an extra 
tax upon the consumers When the retail 
merchants, however, an- |iri4c»img against 
the business tax upon themsclxes ns unjust, 
il s mcufistslenl fur them to advocate an eq
ually unjust tax u|«m their i-t*ii|w-lilt*» The 
t luule is also prepared to help the retail mer- 
t liant» in this country in any faillir way to 
adjust their liusmess so as to |«-rfiMin 
llwir necessary luiutmn in the ct ewnunity in 
which they are located Last week on the 
cdiltatal page we asked fur letters I rum our 
readers and also (run country merchants itis- 
nukuiit both sales id this mst im(aataitl que». 
U*,ri We believe tl ■.nl imr. lu.nl» will
find it necessary to get together ami |«mh*»r 
in larger quantities ami at lower inns, by 
which means they will umluulitedly I* aide to 
meet all nanprtiikni ami at the same time to 
render better nrrvtre to the |«upk ui llmr own 
i immunity We hope that there anil lie a 
large ies|«me to our request for letter» <m this 
subject, ami that the retail men Hants anil write 
quite a» freely as the farmers The result of 
«m h (Militait y anil no doul4 la- lanefaial and 
anil assist towards working out the mhiUun 
of this (mdiktn which at of vital inleiest to all 
fiple in this iiMintn

fill KINGDOM 01 URIEL
In this issue »d The Guak we |auducc a lac. 

omile of a lull-|«tge wlvcrtmcmcnt whah wa» 
widely (MiUtsheil in the New York daily mm»- 
l«a|wrs resenlly, aiqa-almg to the peu|4e id the 
V ruin! State* to » ■ «ilmut and increase the hum
anitarian writ they are doing to save the suf- 
•efing |etude of Iklgium fr»«n stsrxstion It 
isbtemlly that II large sum» id mtmry hml 
not been n«i l ni Ml ted In 411 thi* niitinent. 
thousands <d Belgian wtmen. children ami oki 
men who have I«en ikapmled <d their Iwmrs 
•ml iwuperty l»> ihc German mvaik-rv woukl 
l»ave starved u. ik*lh.and if these aaii rtl«ilk«i* 
•ki not tonttiiuc. that late will overtake tliem 
in the mar future The story of what the 
l«*4«h id Belgium have sufleml fur llwir 
liermsm in misting the flermans in their manh 
ui«m Han» 1» familiar in must <d us. tail m. one 
who ha» not wntmsaetl their distress tan really 
« 1 «11 [«ThemI it,

Tiw i|^n| >d course 1» Apially »tn*ig to 
* aiwlians ami iittaen» <d the United States, 
and Canada has ouninbutid gt-neroudy to the 
Bclgtan Belief Hum!

Reader» of The Gunk have given thru this 
|*|*r n»n than U> v« W« lirlirve that

ilunng l‘i|h. out of the prucml* of a Isamtiful 
harvest, our rvmk-rs can give at k-ast as much 
again We shall Is- glad to receive suI»s*ti|«- 
tion», large or small, ami will acknow ledge them 
m The Guide amt hand the amounts to thc 
Ik-lgian Consul

MEN FOR FARM AND ARMY
A problem which lias become serious in many 

districts already and will lie even mon- felt 
when spnng work vummence*. is the great 
scamty of farm lalnir caused by the enlistment 
of so many y«*ing nuit in the army.

We received a letter a few ikiys ago from a 
tanner who is nearly 70 years id age. and who, 
with oik- son lias to ear» for #«0 head id caltk- 
ami tiK-lt snow to provide tlwin with drinking 
water. He finds it unpussihle tmditaiii a man, 
ami many other farmers thruout the country 
are ui the sync pusiliun Tlic laobkin is 
iqually acute in Ontario, where cattk- and 
lanns art- Iwing sold laxnuse the owikts cannot 
get help to carry on fanning m«-rations

It is evident that if the dram from the fanns 
into tlw army eunimui-s. (maluctkat will la- 
vurtaikd and food supplies will lie lessened, 
linked it may already he regankd as a cer
tainty tliat Wvstrru Canmla cannot in view- 
id llie «canity of help ami tlw small amount 
•d (all («lowing ik«w, hope to («nnhax- anything 
like the crop id 191S, Auart. therefore. from 
the individual pndikm of the farmer ami tlw 
(«Twaial loss which will he suffered by thuur 
wlm cannot secure suflaieiit Iwly, the sitiialimi 
presents a grave military and mwau- pml«- 
Wm In Gnat Britain, where tlw pmliU-111 has 
been ilealt wiih systematically, men are not 
now bring taken from Uw land to llw army, 
the authuntws cuiisidmng tliat a man is more 
useful (irodming fuud tlian m lighting in the 
Utiwlws The utaatiuo is whetlwr ««r not the 
«canity of I ami l»< ip has yet reached the («Miit 
when- the same is tlw rune ui Canada It 
must be remembered that Uw same (aulJmi 
lias to lw land in cofimxlion with manufact
uring. lran»|*at*l**t, linamial ami liusmrs* 
concerns It is annoumed that Canmla *» Pi 
row an army of SUO.UOO men id whum Ins than 
half haw «0 far been «x-ruml When- are 
they turning (nan? Munit**»». ilutliing ami 
cqui|«tw!ii U* the truup* must lw manufact
ured. <-ni(i» and mcnhamlnc must l« tran»- 
(««rtixl. ami Ituuix-u must go un. ami thma- 
engaged in euch mdu-.tr > are just now |»«ntmg 
out l««* their men are being taken away ami 
aiggesting that the ranks should lw filkd up 
fn«ti other walks ul hie

The (iox eminent must luuk at the (inddein 
loan every («ant id view, ami weigh tlw un- 
I »«1amv and need» «d tali I Munch • J industry 
We Iwlwve. Imwevei, that the imii rrt(uire«l (•« 
t aiiaila’» army «ui la? «lurnl wiilaait «tip 
(ding any »d the funrs that arc rnttvarv to 
the »«auseful iMteaiutsMi tj the war II Can
mla t» to (ait her full strength into the strug
gle. it m necessary that a vast ana amt id lueury 
ami extravagante should lw given up Whik 
farmers, inanufm Hirers, railway», liaiiks ami 
gnaers haw diflwuliy m olHainmg I. Ip m w*«k 
that is abndulely nnrvar)- lo U« rflcrtiw 
tarry mg un «d the war. large- iiuml. r> id men 
and w«Miwn arc la-wg tni(4oy«il m the pm- 
vnaai «d luxune-s ami vault** wlmh are 
tutaMy unnreeseary Wlwii a man qands a 
thuuaam! ikdlar» un a pwee ul I «willful jewelry. 
•a ht» wile the lame amount «mi « uiupir id 
unmaemary drew», «a m « nu itaining (asipk 
who are m4 hungry at *11 imligt xiilik ihma-r 
ami a h»i!r»h ilamt. tlw y are u-tUng lal.a to 
w»ak in the |m«. Hat am ul luaurw» whath might 
«ahrewv* lw diwftml to wane u* lui cufait am 
ua h a* making umham» ami nflr» ha wddiers. 
•a the growing id gram ami feedmg *d tank

AUdi»h the liqiaa trail*, ekae the thewtrr» 
ami |ai tun show*, «lu away with valet», ami

Lilly's m.mis. ex|a-ii»ivc clothing, extravagant 
inti-rt a minent» and all kinds of luxiiries. and 
kt the I«XHill- llse-lessly iin|iloyeil go into llw 
nnvKsary ««xnpalmns ami then- will l«- cmaigh 
m* n and wt«i*-n in Catvnbi In im.lmx- eni(w 
am I 1mm11111tk.il and transmt tlw necessary 
Iaisines* of the ixamtry, and set free thaw 
xx ho xvisli to serw tln-ir ixamtry in the lighting 
ranks.

To (ail »ucli meiistirv» into force would re
quin- n-al sai-rifkx- But if we it-nlly want pi
• I" «air utmost in this war. what sacrifice is 
ti«i gn-at* The soldiers an- nuking great 
sai nfkcs. are tlkist; wlm remain safely at 
liiMiu- pn-paml to ilu the same?

0STAKH1S WAR TAX
n«- advantage id iflnxl taxation over in-" 

dmx i nwtlkalx such as tlw nistiens tariff is 
w.ll ilhixtr.it.xl b>-4h« war tax which haa lam 
ix4ki-fixl by tlw Ontario Government lhai 
"I XV * M.-Garry, tlw (mivimial tn-axun-r. at 
the last M-xximi ••( tlw Ontario lM•glslature. 
i-stimat»d tliat tlw (aovint-e would liave 
qavial cx|aikhturvs in naimx-tiiai with the 
war anwainltng to ahuul |J,UUU.U00 dunng 
tlw year |9|.X To nwvl this lw (ao|««wi| a 
dim-t tax id iaw mill on the ikdlar «m all 
|ao|K-rty asw-swil l«y tlw munaiiialities. whah 
ik- estimated wrould vwkl nearly $2.0un,u00 
Up to the .*Uth id January Mr McGarry hail 
mviveil fl.txt.aui. wink «unis l. Mailing 
ÿPXJ.tXJU wen- still to lw collected fnan cities, 
namtir» ami lownshii». It is t-xpei-tixl that 
llw ouisiaikling amounts will lw (*ml within 
a very slsat imw ami the (MOvinciaJ treasurer 
will get uliikixi vx.k tlv tlw am.amt he requin*. 
Tlw new tax wa» mllntnl ha the province 
by llw mim*i|«al n aim ik along with the 
muiik n»il taxes ami was Isienl <«1 the regular 
muiuci|«ul asseismeiit No new machinery 
was lherv(.ms lax-vssary. (am-tanlly m« c*|wiuw 
wa» involved in the inllectkai, and each lax- 
(layer kiarw to a cent Imw much "war taxes" 
iw («akl lie alei had the saUsfactiun id 
knowing tliat every cent whah he (sud aient 
inPi llw (auvimial treasury But if the 
ki.ixju.iem rcquirixl by the (aovince id • Jiilanu 
had la-cii rainexl by means id the cusPans 
tariff. Ikiw iliflvfwitly It w.aihl have waked 
uut The nimixti r would m4 haw known 
ahal rale id laxatkai P» unpu* ui order to 
wurc the aim amt n-piiml. no taxpayer 
wouhl hive known how much taxes he had 
Ioid ami lrwl.s the aimamt wlmh went mto 
the lieasury a un* h larger sum woukl liaw 
lam 1 »»kI by the (ai^ik m iiwfiiMcd pncee 
fur Ihmiw maiiufa. tnr«d g*»»l« Tiw • 11 slums 
lanll ..Iways «1 «I» tlw |an(dr a great «kwl 
in*mi- than It jaxelun-x in revenue ami the more 
laaia inain.lai tunxl gi»«b the (asgde laiy 
tlw grentcr is tlw dis rvjoik y lartween what 
tlw land costs ami what it (aieluce*

Tl* liikral final* r minielef aaaikl lw well 
wlviail pi profit by llw n|»fwme id lus 
pruvimial Irwnd Sir XX" T XX'hilr ami llun 
T XX \|.i..fr-, in 1.41. Ontario uwii ami 
l«4h la-kaig P» Uw same (mlllaal («arty w« 
that U woukl Iw quit* *p|au|aiale ka them P« 
advur rath «4hcr Tlwrr a an mipmwPai in 
warn- quarpers, wlm h lias l«wii spqwwl by thesw 
who Iwuefit by the lanll. that the le»krai 
government has m4 the pisecr p« impiae
• iirut t»**lkMI The British Vath Aiiwr* all 
Act. however. B alwJutrly ikar «mi this (want 
uMiftmng u|»«i Uw Had lament id Canmla. 
in wettkei v| (J), autl»aity ka “the raising 
■f money by any iwak «a system i4 laxatkai " 
It a true that the muiu. ipalit*-* ami (aovme* 
also have the paw Pi mi|»*e dim t laxalkMi. 
tait if that a the la*l nw-thod, and id that 
there k m4 the hast ikml4. it woukl I* giaal 
(ad*y l«a all the taxing laahe* P» ein|4uy that 
mrttwa! If the beat way Pi get water (nan 
a well b by means id a pump, and three per-


