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tention was directed to a erowd standing
near the corner of those two streets.
Upon investigation as to the cause of the
unusual gathering at that point, I dis-
covered a woman in|a beastly state of
intoxication iying flat on her back. The
unfortunate creature, although middle.
aged retained many evidences of former
beauty. That she had worshipped as-
siduously at the shrine of Bacchus was
ouly too manifest from the bloated cheeks
and carmine hue of her nose ; but still she
was a woman, and should not have been
subjected to the ribaldry of the motley
crew who surrounded her. For nearly
halt an honr she was exposed to the
view of the passing throng which crowd
our principal thoroughfare every Saturday
night, and then she was hustled off to the
police station In a transfer wagon, there
to be contaminated with association with
old and hardened criminals.

" I have nothing to say against the officer
who took the woman to the lock-up, but
I desire to give the views of an eminent
legal gentleman as to the consequences
which are involved In compelling offend-
ers of the character referred to above to
associate with those who have since their
youth up esorted to crims in order to
secure that which is necessary to exist-
ence.

At arecent meeting of the Prisoners’
Ald Association in Toronto, Hon. Samuel
H. Blake, the celebrated criminal lawyer,
saild that the reforms which he and his
confreres wished to effect included a
scheme for separating all prisoners
awaiting trial for charges which have not
been proved against them in the prelimi.
nary investigation from the hardened and
well-known criminals. Many of these
men may be Innocent, but under the
present system they forever carried the
taint of their surroundings.

One of the greatest evils of modern
times, Mr. Blake said, was the daily news-
paper, with its vice details of every brutal
crime as instruction for beginners.
Journalists tell the public how to poison
folk and how to cover up crime, they
have taught young women how to com-
mit infanticide, without discovery. The
public trial, too, was as bad. Nothing
was 80 disgusting to him as to' have to sit
in court walting for another case while a
eriminal trial was in progress. The court
room iscrowded with boys and girls, and
men and women ; the nudging, the ripples
of laughter, as the beastly and abominable
detalls were elicited was ‘horrible.to con-
template. The incentive to crime sup.
plied by the newspapers and the courts

the criminal was made before he was 20,
Prevention was better than cure, Boys
arrested for breaking glass, ete., should
be dealt with in a fatherly way, They
should not be thrown in with & lot of
criminals to be forever contaminated. A
reformatory for drunkards should be pro-
vided; the present fine aystem was a
cruel farce. Poverty was not » erime,
and not a single man should be iy jall be.
cause he is insane or destitute,
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In his report of the Insane Asylum, Dy,

connection . the doctor

the even terror of its way and is ad-

into the camps of wickedness and snateh-
ing the brands from the burning.

Ex-Mayor Grant: appears o be in a
hurry to have the Canadian Western Cen-
tral Railway balilt, for he has gi 7en notice
of a motion calling upon the Government
to take such steps as will induce its early
construction. What can he possibly
want? Isit that the Government make
further concessfons to the parties who
bave already had their charter extended
or does he wish to have such an ex-
pression of opinion on the part of the
members of the Legislature as shall ren-
der it impossible for the persons con-
cerned to any longer trifle with the
engagements into which they entered
with the Government of the Province?!
Or lastly, does John want to make him.
self popular oa the eve of the forthcoming
electiont

Col. Baker, Provincial Secretary, Minis-
ter of Education, owner of eighteen
thousand acres of land in the Kootenay
conntry, etc., ete., has recently blossomed
into a financial economist, and has treated
those who care to read him with an essay
on the money question. He has, more-
over, promised further (ucubrations on the
subject. The Minister of Kducation man-
ifested a certain amount of acquaintance
with Adam Smith; and was apparently
more familiar with a naked man on the
planet Mars for whom ' he propunded g
method of obtaining a pair of trousers
when he reached Planet Earth, As the
gentleman who is specially charged with
the education and moral well being of the
youth of British Columbia, did it never
strike him that it would be highly im.
proper, even fot a stranger from Mars, to
slip down to Mother Earth without having
some sort of clothing upon him? Surely
Mr. Baker's friend, if it {s really his inten.
tion to come, should have about him a¢
least the scriptural fig leat, if it be not
possible to envelop himself in & blanket
belore he began his Journey,

In the usual course, I do not notice pri-
vate entertainments, and did not intend to
refer to the-symposium held by the Arion
Club a week ago; but, as an account of
the affair has already appeared in the
evening paper, I do not see why I should
not give my readers an idea of how the
club, which {s rather a unique
entertains, Belng the
::lauo ;ntuu'volu.
me the belief that a commitiee of ;h
elub would walt upon me to entreat n;
‘Co-operation, but the committee, strange
to say, failed toappear. Then I

Mﬁvﬂmmmmvm that

Times has discontinued sending to the
asylum its weekly edition free. In.this
fails to state
whether or not he has noticed any marked
improvement in the patients since they
have been denied a weekly perusal of the
Victoria “Thunderer.” In criminal eireles,
the Colonistis said to be more popular
than its evening contemporary. In the
meantime THE HOME JOURNAL pursnes

mired by moralists and religious people
generally for its repeated pilgrimaces
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Dot present in perss
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I baster to lay it before my reads

form is novel, but the
lowed. Hereitis:

ITINERARY.
After a few words of
chairman (H. Kent)

ith a Song (Geo. Jay), Aseured thet thy
;oll’l.An with the

. Ghost, they
will filnd that the Long Nay Closes with .
fcw-“h%"m
who. contrary to report, s not Mynhee
van Dunck. Succeeding aTrio (L H. Bue
sell, K. J. Middieton, H. Keot) of s nauti
cal character, one (E. A. Wolff) of the
Young Musicians will render & Vicla
8olo. There will'then be ashort

INTERVAL,
after which a Grand Overtare, composed
especially for thie occasion by HerrLiks
Joko, will be performed by the Arion bund
of twelve pieces, conducted by the eminent
Signor Macaroni (Geo. Shedden). zn
covering from this number, guests will b
taken Way Down Upon de Suwdnes Rib-
ber (W. C. Mitchell), where they will find
other clubs (J. Boyd, club swinaing) thes
the Arion, and where they will be lnvited
to partake of the celebrated Brown Octo
ber Ale (H. Kent) from & Poculum. Thes,
on Going Back to Dixie (W, T. Willisms),
they will see the Tinkers Chérus treading
the mases of the Walts (Band) and so
@ooD NiemT!

Those who have attended the club's con-
certs will at once recognise the part songs
whose names have been woven
into the narrative. 1 underst every-
thiog went off most successfully, and It

to be hoped the programme may be re

peated to a wider circle of hearess.

Those members of the Unlon Club who
delight to wear knee breeches and otber-
wise prociaim their exclusiveness, received
8 set-back last week when they sttempted
to exclude two trom
the privileges of the The better
element turned out in full force and de-
monstrated their contempt for upstarts by
depositing white balls sufficient to ensure .
the election of the applicants. One of the
gentlemen who was up for election was at
one time in his life a disciple of old Tubsl
Cain, or, in other words, an artificer In
iron. And this, it is said, is the
why the dudes objected to his
This same gentleman has, of late y
accumulated considerable wealth, :’"
isa worthy desire which prompts him
rub his shoulder ggainst mood people
However, if all reports be true, there
some danger that the homest blacksmit
may become contaminated with vice, if be
associates too inti'mately with certaln
members of the Unfon Clab. |
PERE GRINATOR.
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