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The Cow for the Western Farmers
It is significant that the International show at 

Chicago should, the past three years, offer a prize 
for 1 he Fanners Cow, the requirements lor 
entry to that class being the possession til dual or 
general purpose characteristics, in other words, 
the cow to be of what has been termed the double- 
decked variety.

It is not proposed here to debate the question 
as to the existence ot such cows, the markets and 
show-rings have answered that in the affirmative; 
neither is it intended to argue whether this class 
ol cows max lie bred, that also has been shown m 
the affirmative.

h may be broadly stated, xvithout fear ol suc- 
cessful contradiction, that the type of cow re­
ferred to fills the bill or role, which the name 
given her would indicate, viz ,the farmers' cow 
She is of no especial breed, but if a grade will be 
found to contain more of the blood of the Short- 
horn than ot any other breed; if a pure bred, she 
will m all probability be of the Shorthorn or Red 
Polled breeds.

It is this type ol cow which is responsible lor 
the bulk of the dairy output in Iowa and other 
prairie States as also in Manitoba and paru of 
Ontario, consequently her improvement and 
breeding warrants attention by the agricultural 
communit v

The special-purpose dairy cows are noted for 
milk yields,and should be in the hands and midci 
th<‘ caic, it first (lass dairvmen, specialists in 
dairying, and in no sense farmers m the general 
and ordinary sense of the term. Unfortunately, 
t'O :i result ot the doctrines preached be some 
professors of dairying, who by the wax-, in so 
T,in." arc an use c slangy, but expressive t< rm 
butting in to flu' field of the animal husbandman, 
some farmers have been diverted limn th, true 
faith, and have been induced to worship false 
gods, viz: daily bulls The reference (which we 
roiricî it is necessary to make) to some dairy 
professors' assumption oi the w<irk of others is 
made, as it : hnms some li ■! t on .1 lot ol agitation 
engineered by thos< misguided bm worthy 
gentlemen.

Nui all dairy profet ors, fortunate!) tray 
1 lutside 1 heir proj >ei spheres, \\ hit h is s< ilely and 
entirely t he teaching oi impn >v< d methi ids in 
the manufacture oi dairy products; but thost who 
do stray, invariably cause untold damage to 
the cattle industry of the country in which"they 
liv< by ! h, a lack oi breadth, 1 xa< t kn<mledge 
and experience, and by their advocacy of the use 
1dairy breed foi all farmers wishing to produce 
milk or cream for market; further, it is well 
known that the leading men in the science of 
dairying are those confining themselves to that 
line of work without the inclination or time to
am (gate to themsi Ives th< worl ali..... f th< animal
husbandman. The farmers of the country there­
fore, should, on questions pertaining to animal 
husbandry, get their information from the 
specialist on that subject (the animal husband­
man), a. man who from dealing with all breeds 
dispassionately, is enabled to give reliable, un­

biassed. and therefore valuable advice. Ini- 
little digression will therefore put the geneiui 
farmer on his guard against the advice m tin 
crank, who would only have cows bred t<e and 
trom. bulls 1 >! the dairy breeds, and who oxyi ivuk + 
entirely the dividend-yielding qualities ol the 
dual-purpose or tanners 0>w.

It is xvorthx" of mention here that in the leading 
dairy show in the English speaking world, this 
animal, the tanners cow. wins in competition 
against other breeds, and attracts a great deal oi 
attention by reason ot her robust constitution, 
heavv and persistent milking capabilities and her 
tendency to flesh when not in milk.

Many agricultural advisers have dilated on th< 
difficultx' m breeding the- fanners' cow and have 
made a mountain out oi à molehill largely by 
inculcating the additional sophistry that success 
in breeding for a certain type van be attaine 1 in a 
short time, or with little care u their pet methods
are followed This false doctrine 1-- responsible 
for some abandoning useful cows, which might 
be improved by proper methods, to try a short 
cut in the breeding of milkers by making a radical 
and violent outcross with dairy bulls

What are the . proper methods to follow " to 
breed the farmers' cow?

Firstly, procure good milking grades or pure­
bred Shorthorn cows, low set, wide and deep 
chested, wedge-shaped looking from above down 
and from before back, good handlers having a 
pliaple skin, medium in thickness, with square-set 
well shaped udders. Secondly, these cows should 
be bred to a pure-bred bull of the best type of 
Shorthorn, (if, however, the Red Polled breed is 
preferred,a bull of that variety may be used), the 
son of a heavy milking dam, a cow with records 
of seven to ten thousand pounds of milk per 
period of lactation. Thirdly, the calves must 
be weaned and hand reared, and a record kept of 
each cow’s milk, the non or poor producer-* being 
fed for the butcher at the first opportunity. A 
truism was uttered recently by an ex-professor of 
animal husbandly :—“the great cause of deterior­
ation in the milking abilities of the Shorthorns is 
the practise of letting the calves milk the cows.” 
Below are appended the three year records of 
Jerseys, Shorthorn and Red Polled herds, the 
milk from which is sold to supply a large milk 
business 11 is inten ting to not< how cl el 
the breeds approximate in milk yields, and it 
would appear how necessary culling is in each 
herd no matter how bred. Especially note­
worthy are the following individual records of 
cows in each of the three herds, demonstrating 
beyond cavil (none question their ability to flesl 
when called upon to do so), the general purpose 
character of the Shorthorn cows listed :

Jerseys Gala has been in the herd eight yTears 
and given a tota oi 49,154 lb., or an average 
(i, 144$ lb. milk; My Brunette has been in theherd 
six years and given a total of 49,007 or an aver­
age of 8,167 5-6 lb.,;per annum.

Shorthorns Broadhooks 3rd, has been in the 
herd 5 years and givenfa total of 38,656 lb., an 
average ol 7,731 I b. per annum; Darlington 
1 nford a1 bei nMnfthe herd eight years

and given .1 total ol SO,030 lb. an av< ,• 0f 
10,003) lb. per annum ; Furbelow Count* >nd 
has been in the herd four years, and givei . ga] 
ui I 261 IE an average oi 8,5651 lb. per ■ nun; 
Red Rose has been in the herd six years, at, 1 iven 
a total 1 ii 16,931 an average oi 7,821 ."Mi per 
annum. Dorothy, has been in the he; 1 live 
vi-ars, and given a total ol 41,504 lb. an .nage 
of Y 300 I 5 Hi per annum, Moppy Gem 5:: has 
been in the herd eight years, and given a • ml of 
62,006 lb., an average of 7,750) lb. per annum; 
Sweet Briar 30th, has been in the herd fiv. wars 
and given a total ol 36,318 lb., an avn, of 
7,263 3-5 lb. per annum; Tulip Leaf, has been in 
t he herd four y ram. and given a total oi 17 795 
lb. an average ol 9 I G| lb. per annum; Warwick­
shire Hettie has been in the h#rd four yeai and 
given a total of 32,547 lb., an average of 8,136$ 
lb. per annum.

Red Polled—Clarissa, has been in the herd 
three years and given a total of 36 700 lb an 
average of 12,233)) lb. per annum ; Fly, has been m 
the herd ten years and given a total of 74.130 lb., 
or an average oi 7,-113 lb. per annum. Necklace 
Grand 7th, has been in the herd four years and 
given a total of 31 314 lb., an average - : 7 828$ 
lb. per annum; Necton Daisy, has been in the 
herd six years ami given a total ol 12 360 lb., an 
average of 7,060 lb. per annum; Ruth, has been 
in the herd nine yean and givei a total ol 58 501 
lb., an average of 6,500 1+9 lb. per annum.

1 >n< of thi fallacii vt hicl b< louded th< * ight 
of the Shorthorn and its grades to the .term dual 
or general purpose, is that only thin, bony, hat- 
rack bovine specimens can be good milkers; on 
this point we quote the recent opinions of Robert 
Bruce,one of the most noted Old Country author­
ities on all that pertains to cattle :

‘‘There is an ever increasing demand for milk 
and milk products in all the great centres of popu­
lation, and owners of herds have come to recog­
nize that there is no more profitable animal on the 
farm than a cow, whether pure-bred or otherwise, 
that can produce a calf to grow into a quickly 
maturing animal for the block, and for at least 
nine months in the year make a milk record of 
700 to 800 gallons. The result of the neglect on 
the part of our breeders to give milk production 
the attention it deserves, has in my opinion led 
to the much too general idea that it is necessary 
to sacrifice many, if not all. pre-conceived stand­
ards of excellence in : he direction of form and 
flesh before one can expect to own a deep-milking 
cow.

I venture to assert that there are really no 
sound grounds for the belief that a narrow- 
chested, bare loined and thin-fleshed cow must be 
selected if we are to expect a deep milker. -1 at 
once acknowledge that a large proportion of the 
wide-chested, full-fleshed cows are disappointing 
dairy animals, but until it has been proved that 
form has anything to do with the milking powers 
of an animal,it can quite legitimately be held that 
such may not be the case. It is at once granted 
that the cows of most of the distinctly dairy 
breeds are moulded upon different lines from 
those from a showyard Shorthorn. > .


