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discriminate in its exercise. He who
thrusts a coin into the hand of the un-
known beggar, and then closes the
door with the feeling that he at least
has a clear conscience, may not there-
by have done his whole duty. To-
morrow he may learn that he was
deceived, and in his vexation he may
carelessly pass some man whose case
is worthy of immediate care. And in
baving thoughtlessly given he may

| perty of the kingdom was possessed

| ship Fund, administered by a director

Facts in support of this view are

clared by them to be essential to the
proper discharge of their spiritual of-
fice, has been wrested from them by |
a sovereign with a nation of Roman

ual representative who made kings to
tremble that within the last few weeks

by the Church of Rome, all this pro-
perty has passed into the hands of the
State, which has for a long time fixed

made a similar confiscation on a gran- |
der scale and formed a Public Wor-

| jurisdiction of the priesthood, has
shown the growing supremacy of lay
suthority. Not less striking is the
action of these nations in relation to
the great question of marriage. In
spite of its sacramental character ac-
cording to the Roman Catholic creed,
and the indignant protests of the
clergy against marriage by the civil
contract, the validity of sach mar-
riages is recognized and decreed, not

churches several hundred thousand
communicants, and are found in large

causes may be assigned for it. In the
middleagestheclergy werethe trained
and intelligent class. They held to a
great extent in their hands the key of

in the English uaiversities were the
controlling power.” The height of

yond the limits prescribed in former
days. Other causes such as the divi-
sions of Protestantism, the increasing
brevity of pastorates, the influence of

and power and insight are so often

seen and excercised beyond ecclesiasti-
cal ranks, as in many of the evange-

In this decline of clerical influence
we see} with the writer of the article,
no ill omen. Infidelity may possess
some temporary influence upon *‘cer-
tain eminent representatives of
science and literature,” but the transi-
tion to a less clearly-defined type of
ecclesiasticism is notto be ‘““confound-
ed with a lapse from Chrstian belief
into infidelity. . Through all the
changes indicated}}Christianity has
moved on in her beneficent work,scat-

| to speak lightly of Williamn Taylor's
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| great and good work., The work of - ng 1t Wee

' The Northwestern thus states the cause

! . they could carry out their designs.
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| Mr Taylor plans his own work a-

| broad, selects his workers, and bas

| have declined to ordain some of Mr.
| Taylor's men simply because they are
| not to labor in our regular fields, and

| did not work to Mr. Taylor’s satisfac-
| tion, since he says he has sought to
| open a general Christian and not a
distinctively Methodist work.  He
| objects that if our bishops ordain and

i Jesuit. He furthermore suspected
| that the plan which had been made
to legalize the ordination of his men
was a move to absorb and control his

sense representative.

work in South America and our Mis-
sionary society terminated entirely.
Both parties distinctly understand
| that such cessition of relations will
' necessarily ‘‘prevent the appointment
' of members of conferences to the
| [Taylor] work, and the ordination of

the Taylor men” under the missionary
rule

The church will therefore ' under-
! stand that, while Mr. Taylor is a bro- | low
ther beloved and has done grand
work in many parts of the world, he
and his work in South America have

i
! ence was had at which, by Mr. Tay-
|
|

weeks later.
her to her sphere of labor.
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And what an impressive warn- (
Without exception the

On leaving the church I could only
feel that I had sat at the feet of a

An important meeting has just been

of the Woman’s Missionary Society of
the Methodist Church ot Canada.
The meeting, we learn from the Mis-
sionary Outlook, was & most interest-

ing and the gathering was in every
After several |
addresses had been given, Dennis

well-filled purse as a token of esteem |
for herself and sympathy with her | of the firemen, as he turned the light
work. This first missionary of the '

Woman's Society ef our Church leaves
San Francisco on the 3rd of the pre-
sent month, and with an average
voyage should reach Japan about three
Many prayers will fol-

miut! in regard to the gubject in the
| Baptist church at Middleton,and ' last

operating. It embraces the first peo-
ple, includes Rev. Messrs. Porter and
Robbins, Baptist ministers.

Visitor gives to that paper some inci-
dents of the terrible scene at the
Poor’s Asylum ;

arm and one leg before going into the
Poor House. He was in the Hospi-
tal ward. It took him a long time to
put on his clothes. He groped his
way through the smoke and darkness

stairs his strength failed. Before
starting he had committed himself to
God. He lay at the bottom of the
steps, perfectly conscious but com-

bove their heads blazing torches. ‘‘Here
is our old friend, Crawley,” said one

of his torch on the face of the ex-
hausted man. *‘ we must save him.”
Then the old man’s senses failed him.
He knew no more for a time, but
was saved.

I enquired, did you see Isaac Hub-
ley or speak to him before you left
the ward 7 Yes, Idid,” replied
Crawley. Isaac had mi
life. He had lost one of his legs
The amputation was made above the
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