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Repelled bit# been &| bereavements aus-
talned by families connected with the Methodiit 
Church in thil city, during the put few month». 
Miny i borne circle bite been broken, end miny 
i fimily cled in funeral hue. With this bncf 
note is enclose the obituary notice of our lite 
Sister Fleming, formerly of Si. Stephens, but 
resident for eome time in this city. In the midst 
of protxicted »nd often excruciating pain, no 
murmuring word eter escaped her lips, no cloud 
ever pissed oter her sweetly expressive counte­
nance. Her words were few, but emphatic ; end 
her trust in Christ calm and strong. , Her fleeh 
and her heart failed, but God was the strength 
of her heart and her portion for eter.

Another branch of the same family, Mr. Mc- 
Gibbon, brother of the deceased, married to the 
daughter of the late Ret. J. B. Brownell, has 
also been severely afflicted in the loss of a lively 
little girl—the pet of their household. We have 
reason to beïîeve that already these afflictive visi­
tations have been sanctified, and that around the 
fresh graves of the departed; the living ones 
have covenanted with God.

Scareely had our dear friend and father Smith- 
son been removed from us to his eternal home, 
when vti were called to follow another honored 
member of the Church to the grave. Mr. Thos. 
Pickard, father of the esteemed Principal of 
Mount Allison, and of Professor T. Pickard, 
was one of the oldest and most esteemed citizens 
of Fredericton. He rocked the cradle of Me­
thodism here ; was a member of the Wesleyan 
Church, when the Church’ was in the house j 
contributed largely to the first edifice for Metho­
dist worship ; he remained until bis death a 
pillar of the Church, and died as he lived trust­
ing in-the merits of the Redeemer. By devout 
men he was carried to the burial, the stores be­
lt g closed in the streets as the procession passed 
along. May hie mantle rest upon cur youth.

Two aistere, lovely in their lives, and scarcely 
divided in their deaths, daughters of Mr. Leo­
nard members of the Church, have pasted from 
us recently to their heavenly rest. Waated from 
day to day by consumption, and subject to great 
pain and waakneaa, they relied on Him who hath 
overcome the aharpneas of death, and opened 
the kingdom of heaven to all believers.

June 8, 1866. J. L.

tHa Fuui to meet the allowances of the ee#idunt 
ministers This should not be. We befievc 
this state of afiairs arises either from a spirit of 
carelessness osi the part of those to whom the 
gospel is preached, or from that desire, which 
is entirely destructive of godliness, of having 
the word of God without pecuniary liability. It 
is a rule of the gospel economy that “ the 
labourer is worthy of his hire.’’ Who shall pay 
that hire but those who are ministered unto ? 
“ If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is 
it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal 
things ?" In order then to increase the receipts 
of the Circuits here alluded to, let the leading 
men of the church remove the responsibility of 
collecting the voluntary subscriptions from the 
shoulders of the pastors, where in many in­
stances it too often rests. Let them endeavour 
to obtain increased donations, and see that these 
are paid quarterly. Let the class leaders read 
the Rules of the Society, specially marking the 
clause which relates to the weekly contributions 
of members, and strive to carry out that rule in 
their respective classes. Finally, let one and 
all, who sit under the sound of the gospel as 
preached by us arise to the duty of providing 
fully for the necessity of their pastors.

There is on<S other thought which may be di­
rected to those who will soon meet in solemn 
and prayerful deliberation. Now that we are 
to have Home Missions ; as new fields of labour 
white to the harvest arc springing up in the 
Coal Districts of Cape Breton and the Gold 
Fields of Nova Scotia—where vast numbers 
gather who are almost entirely destitute of the 
preached word ; and as we know ot multitudes 
more on the barren coasts of Newfoundland 
and Labrador who perish for lack of knowledge, 
would it not be wise to direct attention to special 
effort, other than the Contingent Fund collec­
tions and class contributions ? We would sug­
gest Home Missionary Meetings throughout the 
Conference, at which a sketch of the require­
ments of destitute localities could be given, and 
an appeal made to the sanctified liberality of 
our people. This we apprehend might be done 
without adding another Connexional collection- 
Let the Annual Sabbath Collection for the Fund 
be merged into one to be made at a public meet­
ing, such as hinted at, and we feel assured that 
the receipts would be largely increased thereby.

ME. CHRISTOPHER WELDON, MAITLAND.

Died, at Maitland, on the 9th inat., Mr. Chris 
topher Weldon, aged 87 yeara and 10 weeks. 
Bro. Weldon was a native of Hull in England ; 
but learned hia trade (a abip carpenter) and 
worked at it for a number of yeara in the city of 
London. From London he came to Halifax,
N. 0., in 1811 , VnS ekortly returned to Eng­

land. In 1817, he came out again to Halifax ; 
and remained there working at bis trade till he 
removed to Maitland acme 36 or 37 years ago. 
Here be has mainly resided ever ticce. Our 
beloved Bra, experienced the saving grace of 
the goepel, and joined the Wealeyan Church in 
Halifax, aome yeara prior to his removal to 
this neighbourhood. When be came here, there 
wae no Weeleyen Church organized, no Wee- 
leyan minister etationed here ; and the few who 
declared tbemeeleee adherents of that Church, 
uied to meet for social worship in each otbera 
houses. To these religious meetings on the 
Sabbath, Brc. Weldon aoon found hia way on 
hia arrival here. He mingled hie prayers and 
praiaei with theira ; and became one of the little 
band that first conatituted the Wesleyan church 
in thia place. ,Bro. Weldon was a pious, every 
day Christian ; a man of great simplicity of man­
ner—uprightnesa of principle—purity of motive, 
and peaceable disposition. He was quite fami­
liar with the Holy Scriptures and Mr. Wealey’a 
hymne ; which he delighted to read and quote 
during the last days of hia life. He died in hope 
of eternal life, through our Lord Jesus Christ 

G. M. Barbatt.

SAMUEL B. JOHNSON, COLCHESTER.

Died, at North River, Truro Circuit, on the 
21it of May, Samuel Ralph Johnson, aged 33 
year*. He experienced the renewing grace of 
God at the age of twenty, under the ministry of 
tbs Rev. Mr. Buckley, end continued till hie 
death a highly respected end consistent member 
of the Wesleyan Church. Mr. Johnson was 
brought to his death by the book of a cow. The 
horn of the animal penetrated hie windpipe and 
inflicted a frightful wound. He lingered for ten 
days calmly trusting in Christ, and enjoying 
much of the peace of the gospel. Thé only ex­
pression of regret throughout his painful illness, 
was that he bad not been more active and useful 
in the Church of Chriat. “ Be ye alto ready, 
for in such an heur as ye think not the Son of 
man cometb.” A. B. B.

§)robmtial flSttskgan.
WEDNESDAY. JUNE SO, 1880.

Home Missions.
As the Conference season draws near, various 

questions will be asked regarding the new 
classification of Circuits, which is to come into 
operation during tbo next year These questions 
will relate to the advisability of such a distinc 
lion as that proposed, do the probable good that 
may result, but principally to the ministerial 
supply of those Circuits which are to receive the 
title appended to this article.. Grave will be 
the considerations here involved, for flesh and 
blood needing food and raiment shrinks from a 
deficit in allowances, in many cases altogether 
crippling, and in all largely disproportionate to 
the means of those who have to bear it.

New and untried fields of labor will task for 
miniserial assistance, and the maccdonian cry 
will be heard from many sections of country 
within the Conference bounds. Three appeals 
have been listened to, year by year, with tear­
ful sympathy, but the arm that would have 
brought help, the hand that would have scatter­
ed the seeds of life has been paralyzed by want 
of means, and nbw the note of retrenchment 
has sounded from the Mission Board in London, 
upon whose liberality the Conference bas been 
largely dependent in past years, and without 
whose aid it would have been impossible to ex­
tend the work of God as it has been. Great and 
serious will be the new difficulties arising before 
the men who have given themselves for the good 
of the Church, and the glory of God. The 
power to crush these difficulties rests with’thc 
church at large, it is committed to rho^e who sit 
under the sound of the gospel to relieve the 
minds of their pastors, and give them the means 
of still further advancing the interests of the 
Redeemer's kingdom.

On this subject we have to suggest to the 
various Circuit officials, the members of oiir 
church and our congregations at large, a course 
which if followed, would, we are convinced, 
relieve the Home Mission Fund of a great bur­
den, and thos enable it to perform its work more 
perfectly. It is a well-known and greatly-de- 
ptored fact, that some of the older Circuit», which 
*a1e‘1>een the scenes Of Methodistic labour for 
■Wfty years past, still make large demands upon

New England Centenary Conven­
tion.

The Grand Convention of Ministers and lay­
men of the M. E. Churches of New England, 
called in accordance with a generally expressed 
wish, and as appropriate to this Centenary year 
of Methodism in America, assembled at Grace 
Church, Boston on Tuesday the 5;h insL, and 
mntirued during two following days, the Hon. 
Wm. Clefflin, Lieut. Governor of Massschuiette, 
presiding. There were 1092 delegates in attend­
ance, and the proceedings were of the highest 
interest Several essays were read, on ques­
tions of vital importance to the denomination, 
eliciting discussion and the adoption ot resolu­
tion» thereupon. The following subject» were 
presented. The importance of systematic efforts 
to strengthen the weak places of the Church 
and to open new fields—Heme and Sunday 
School Instruction in the doctrines and usages 
of the Church—Tnc Endowment of Educational 
Institution»—An Educated Ministry—Minister­
ial support—The development of the social 
power of the Church —The revival of the old 
Conneiional spirit of Methodism—and also 
other topics of high importance. We notice 
that among the galaxy of eminent men there 
present, the Rtv. Dr. Pickard wes introduced 
to the Convention, and offered some pleasant 
congratulatory remarks. We regret that our 
space will not admit of an extended account of 
the proceedings on this highly interesting occa­
sion ; and must content ourselves with giving 
the Address of welcome to the Convention, 
made by the Rev. Wm. McDonald, pastor of 
Grace Church. It is as follows :—

Fathers and brethren, representatives of Me­
thodism, from the hills, valleys and eea coasts, 
the cities, towns and rural districts of New Eng­
land, the forests of Maine,the Green Mountains of 
Vermont, from the Granite Hills of New Hamp­
shire, from the land of steady habite, from the 
shores of the Narreganset, from every pert of 
the land of the Pilgrims : in behalf of the Me­
thodists of Boston and vicinity I welcome you 
to this, our glorious metropolis.

We bid you a most hearty welcome to our 
homes and to cur Christian hospitalities.' We 
pray that this may be pre-eminently a family 
gathering. ,

In behalf of the trustees and members of this 
church I welcome you to this first Free Metho­
dist Church in Boston—a free church dedicated 
to Tret Grace. We will not conceal the fact 
that we feel honored in having the privilege of 
opening the doors of our church to the wisdom 
end piety of New England Methodism. We 
esteem it no burden, but a favor.

We welcome you from fields which bear cheer­
ing evidences of your unremitting toil.—Your 
victories have not been won.but at the expense of 
long and earnest conflict. Where forests of error, 
of ancient and rankest growth, yielded to the 
" axe laid at the root of the tree’’ by the fathers, 
under your care and culture, green fields and 
ripeejug vineyard» give promise of a rich and 
abundant harvest. Your labors have resulted 
in the reconstruction of the practical theology 
of New England. Even the prudential and 
providential measures employed eo successfully 
by the fathers, in winning souls to Christ, and 
which met with the most violent opposition from 
the evangelical churches of New England, are 
now successfully employed by these same 
churches, in this central city of Puritanism. All 
honor to the mm employed by God for the ac­
complishment of eo divine rework.

Your coming is unlike the coming of the 
fathers. No o ne extended to them a hand of 
Christian welcome. They came unbidden and 
nnwelcomed, seeking the eoule of men, and the 
people prayed them to depart out of their coast.

Had it been told the indomitable Lee, as he 
stood beneath the bending branches of the 
venerable elm, on yonder Common, that in 76 
years from that time, there would assemble, a 
little more than a stone’s throw from that spot, 
a convention of preachers and laymen, from 
within khe bounds of hie New England circuit, 
representing six Annual Conferences, with a 
membership of nearly 66.000, a ministry of 
1400, a Sunday School interest embracing 925 
schools, 114,300. scholars, with u> corps of 
officers -and teachers, a b'-ut 13,000 strong ; that 
within the limits of his circuit, 750 church 
spires would be pointing toward heaven, that 
there would be one first class college, one 
theological school, six seminaries, and two 
religious periodicals, all in the interest! of 
Methodism. With all hie faith in God, and 
hope of future success, the intrepid evangelist 
would have exclaimed, “ I have not found such 
faith, no, not in Israel.'’ But these are the 
objects which greet us as we ceil our eyes over 
the field.

Standing, as we do to-day, at the close of 
our first century, and comparing the past with 
the present, we are prepared to exclaim, “ What 
hath God wrought !"

•• It looked bet like a human hind,
Pew welcomed it—none feared,
Bat aa ft opened e’er the land.
The band ot Ood appeared.
God gave the weed, and great has hern 
The preacher»’ company.
What wonders have our fathers seen —
What aigna their children see. ,

Let na devoutly thank God that the opposera 
and early defamera of our religion have not 
resi zed their hopes.

It it fitting that thia convention of minieteri 
and laymen, the first known to American Metho­
dism, should t «semble on this firat centennial 
of%ur American existence.

We are called upon to devise new plans for 
future conquests, invoke, if need be, new 
agencies for the more eucceesful prosecution of 
our glorious work, end give evidence to all that 
ne are thirsting to enter anew the great arena 
of rpiritual conflict and batlie manfully for the 
supremacy of our Redeemer on eerth.

A new era in out American history dawns 
upon us. New fields, white for the harvest, 
invite laborer». Chain#, which have been forg­
ing in the hottest fire» of hell, for eges, have 
been broken in a day. Fields, which have long 
lelt the blight end curse of oppression, give 
evidence of riebneae and verdure ; while mil­
lions of heart», bruised, bleeding and broken, 
under burdens intolerable, stand up to bleas 
God for their deliverance, and give unmietake- 
oble evidence that what Law, falsely eo called, 
denominates " Chattels," it capable of exerciaing 
the rights of freemen. It is fitting, in view of 
these fecte. that New England Methodism, which 
has alwaya been the vanguard in this grmd 
march of .human freedom, should assemble, 
shake hands, and about lustily over these God- 
given triumphs.

We do not meet for the purpose of re-affirm­
ing our ancient theological creed. W< do not 
propose to assemble around the old elm on yon­
der Common, the landing-place of our “ Pilgrim 
Father,"—Jease Lee,—and there declare tbit we 
still believe in “ free grace,” “ free will” end 
•• full salvation." Thank God, Methodism has 
never wandered from the “ ancient landmarks ’ 
of the fathers. She has never quarrelled over 
her theology. The experience and changea of a 
hundred year» have confirmed her more and 
more that her theology is of God.

We are not met to attack and demolish our 
church economy. Whatever may have bean the 
fear» entertained, and the insinuations expressed 
in some quarters, with regard to the radicalism 
of New England and the probable résulte of this 
Convention, I think I am safe in saying that New 
England Methodism is loyal to the core. And 
to this sentiment I have no doubt there krill be 
found an affirmative response from this Conven­
tion of intelligent ministers and laymen.

We pledge ouraelvee to stand by the old ship 
as it is, until Providence indicates, unmistakably, 
that a change is. demanded, and then we hope 
New England Methodism will not be eo wedded 
to mere prudentiel arrangement» as not to favor 
such change.

But this Convention has no such object in 
view. We meet that we may exchange Chria-

: Toronto. T&G sands up« thousand. foUwwed 
the remains to their final resting place. One of 
them at least, McBeehrvn, «a member ol the 
Wesleyan Church, and a valuable man. He wae 
the first to fall, and K*d only *« mnaUm^er 
be was shot, one ot out young ministers, the Rev. 
N. Burwash was on the field of battle when the 
noble man breathed bis last. He died a martyr 
for bis country trusting in the blood of Jesus. 
He was at church on the Sabbath before, taking 
hi, part as a labourer in the Sabbath school and 
prayer meeting, and on the Sabbath following 
was in “ the general aaaembly and church of the 
first-born which are written in heaven."

News of the blood shed at Fort Erie sent a 
thrill of horror to every loyal heart in the pro­
vince, and before 14 hours had passed away, 
thousands of men were marching to their coun­
try’s call. Never was there a cause, in which 
the people of Canada were more thoroughly 
aroused, business of all kind» is almost entirely 
suspended, and “ to arma” i» the order of the 
day. All the pointe of danger are now being 
nobly defended by volunteers and regular troops, 
so that should the Feniana dare to make an­
other attack at any of the points where they are 
said to be gathering in large numbers, they will 
meet with a repulse such as they do not dream 
of. Several companies of Marines are on board 
different vessels on our rivers and lakes, so that 
syé feel sure, the country is quite safe from any 
very serious damage from men who have dared 
to disturb the quiet of our beloved land.

Great fears have been entertained, lest the 
Fenian movement should involve unpleasant re 
suite between Britain and the United States ; hat 
all the true friends of both countries hope that 
such a set of fiUibusterers will never be allowed 
to disturb the harmony of two great nations. 
General Meade is at Ogdenburgh and is believ­
ed to be doing all be can to prevent the dis­
turbers of our peace succeeding in their project 
May the God of peace preserve us.

The Wesleyan Conference is at present in ses­
sion in this city. Owing to the disturbed state 
of the country there arc not so many Ministers 
in attendance as was anticipated, though proba­
bly more will be here, by the end of the week 
Rev. G. Scott, D. D„ President, delivered an 
excellent opening address after he was introduc­
ed by the Ex-President. We regret that we 
did not take notes, as there were sentiments well 
deserving of permanent record. He will be a 
good presiding officer, and will evidently be a 
great favourite with the Conference. Rev. Mr. 
Botterell, from your Conference is here, and has 
been introduced to the Conference by his old 
friend and fellow-labourer, the Rev. J. Borland, 
Our brother delivered an address and took a 
seat on the platform. The members are resolv­
ed to get through business with as great despatch 
as possible, as all are anxious to return homq.

Canada.
Montreal, June 8, 1866.
P. S. Gen. Sweeney and staff" have been ta 

ken into custody by the American authorities at 
St. Albans not far from Frelighsburg, C.

tian salutations, and become better acquainted 
with each other. Our woik has been so cut up, 
and there has been so little inter-communication 
among ut, that the old connections! spirit has 
been dying out in our church for years. It v 
thought that a meeting of ministers and laymen for 
the purpose of reviving the spirit of other days 
would be of incalculable advantage to our Zion.

The question has been repeatedly asked,— 
“ What is the object of tbs Convention ? ” We 
answer, the first and prime object is to revive 
and strengthen the old connections! bonds of 
Methodism. All else is subordinate. It ia not 
for division! but harmony. It is not to widen, 
but lessen breschee. It is that all may tee that 
we are, as a church, in practice what we are in 
theory—a unit. “ It is peculiarly fitting ” that 
such a Convention should assemble in Boston, 
the <■ Athens of America," the “ hub of the 
universe," around which revolves John Wesley’s 
pariah. It was here that tbs apostle and founder 
of New England Methodism opened his message 
of life to a famishing people, and here, too, one 
of the Wesleys proclaimed the gospel according 
to the law.

This Convention, like most other good things, 
is a New England idea (I will not say a Boston 
notion), to be imitated, I have no doubt, by 
every «action of our broad Methodism.

Our action will be watched with much interest, 
and criticised with unsparing freedom ; yet, I 
trust, it will be such action aa shall commend it­
self to the intelligent religion» conviction! of our 
broad Methodism.

Brethren from abroad, representative men in 
our American Methodism, in behalf of this Con­
vention of New England Methodists I extend 
to you a moat cordial Christian greeting—a 
hearty New England welcome. We are as glad 
to see you as Y’snkees can be. We trust that 
when you shall have met face to fioe, and com­
muned for a few days with acme of the most in­
telligent representatives of New England Me­
thodism, you will be able to report in the different 
sections from which you come—in the Empire 
State, on the broad prairies of the West, and 
even in Her Majesty’s dominions,yea,every where 
that New England Methodism has a heart aa well 
as a head ; that she is warm aa well as sharp ; 
that aha has love for God, si well si for money, 
that she can win soule as successfully as aha can 
get rich.

Allow me finally to express the hope that thia 
occasion may be remembered as a gretn spot in 
our pilgrimage, marking a new era in our reli­
gious history.

From our Canadian Correspondent.
To the Editor of Provincial Wesleyan.

Mr Dear Sir,—You have no doubt heard 
that our Province has been thrown into a state 
of great alarm by reason of the Fenians having 
actually invaded oar shores, and as yon may well 
suppose, the greatest excitement necessarily pre­
vails. Oa Friday, the 1st insL, the telegraph 
wires conveyed the news, that those troublera of 
bur beloved country were about to make 'a Raid' 
on Fort Erie, not far from Buffalo, U. S. The 
Volunteers of Hamilton and Toronto were im­
mediately called out, and soon marched to the 
scene of action. On Saturday morning, early, 
2d inst., a party sallied forth as skirmishers, who 
soon fell in with the invaders, and entered the 
combat. Our noble men,though never having been 
under fire before, stood their ground manfully, 
but, in consequence of being overpowered, and 
running out of ammunition, they were obliged 
to fall back, but, not however, until some had 
fallen and others were wounded. Colonel Pea­
cock of the regulars, was 12 miles away when 
the firing^began, but soon drove up in gallant 
style, put the foe to flight, taking about 100 pris­
oners. The invaders were 1200 or 1300 in num­
ber, and were well armed. Those repulsed 
made for the American shores, but were captur­
ed by an American gunboat, the Michigan, but 
we regret to say, that by orders of the U.S. au­
thorities, these rascals have been set at liberty, 
having taken an oath that they will surrender 
ibemselvee when called for. The wounded and 
dead were conveyed to their respective homes, 
seven of the dead belonged to Toronto city,where 
they were beried on Tuesday, all in one mound, 
and a monument will shortly be erected on the 
apot Such a funeral has never been seen in

Roberts and some other leaders of the Fenian 
brotherhood, have also been apprehended, in 
consequence of the President’s proclamation, 
Gen. Meade, has by these apprehensions won 
the applause of our population. We are not 
however, altogether free from alarm as to our 
safety, for we have the most indubitable evi­
dence, that the Fenians arc gathering on our 
borders, and seem to be determined to make at­
tempts to plunder our country. But happily, 
for us, our Military Districts are now so well 
sustained, by volunteers and regular troops, that 
no very serious consequences we think, can fol 
low, and the people throughout the country are 
ready to a man to stand up in defence of their 
land.

The Provincial Parliament meets to-day, and 
the Habaut Corpus act will bo repealed, giving 
the Government greater power to arrest suspic 
ious persons, of whom it is supposed, there are 
a goodly number in diflerent parts of the coun­
try, who, now and then, commit serious depre­
dations in breaking Telegraph wires, and steal­
ing horses.

Centenary Church, Hamilton,C.W
The ereetipn of Jhis Church was determined 

upon two years ago, the site upon which it it to 
stand, having been purchased, snd a subscrip­
tion list opened in June, 1864. The building is 
to be of the Romanesque style of architecture, 
and will be built with red pressed brick with cut 
■tone dressing». It i* 160 feet long by 66 ftet 
wide,with a vestibule in front of 12 feet 6 inches 
wide in which are the stair ease» leading to Ihk 
galleries. The basement story, which will be 
fitted np for Sabbath school and week evening 
services, and for class rooms for the more se­
lect mee tinge of the membership of the church 
will be almost entirely jbove the ground, a fea­
ture which cannot be too much commended, 
There will be large galleries in the building. 
The seats in the main body being arranged eo 
that the side pewe will face the pulpit. It is 
estimated that the building will seat comfortably 
thirteen hundred persons, making it the largest 
Protestant church in the city. The cost is esti­
mated at 32,000 dollars.

LATINO OF THE CORNER STONE.

At three o’clock, theRev. Mr. Harper, Cbair- 
man of the District, accompanied by the Revs 
Dr. Scott, President elect of the Canadian Con­
ference, Dr. Green end Dr. Wood of Toronto, 
and Bnrwaah, of Hamilton, repaired to the 
ground. The Rev. Mr. Harper gave out the 
737th hymn, which was snog by the people pre- 
sent. ^

Mr. Harper then called upon the people to 
invoke the Divine blessing on the undertaking, 
and offered up a moat beautifully appropriate and 
impressive prayer.

The Rev. gentleman then reed tne 132ad 
Psalm, and as the lesson, from Paul’s first epis­
tle to the Corinthians, 3rd chapter, and from the 
9th to the 23rd verses inclusive.

A tin box, containing latest papers, several 
Canadian coins, and written documents setting 
forth a history of the present undertaking, was 
then deposited in a cavity prepared for it. Mr. 
Gurney on behalf of the Trustee» of the Church, 
pre ented to Mrs. Jackson a beautiful silver tro- 
w> 1, bearing the inscription 

“ Presented to Mrs. Edward Jackion by the 
Trustees of the Centenary Methodist Church of 
Canada, on the occasion of her laying the cor­
ner atone ; May 28th 1866."

Armed with this trowel Mr». Jackson descend­
ed to the foundation corner, and aprtading the 
mortar, e#id, '

In the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Ghost, we lay thia corner atone 
for the foundation of a house to be budded and 
conaecrated to the aervice of Almighty God, ao- 
cording to the order and usages of the Wealeyan 
Methodist Church of Canada. Amen.

The «tone was then lowered and placed, and 
this completing the ceremony, the congregation 
repaired to the McNsbb street Methodist Church 
to hear

the addresses.
The church was comfortably filled, and the Rev. 

Mr. Harper having taken the chair, the service 
wee commenced by the choir singing the 569th 
hymn ; after which the chairman introduced the 
Rev. Dz, Green to nddreee the meeting.

He «poke of thegrea' interest cl the rtotu . 
nod the asp is me importance #f the pa.p.t, -i 
the souroe of morel and religions life to a nation. 
He said that in 1812 there were but eleven 
churches in the provins»», tht* might have been 
taken for bonus. Forty years ego he had tra­
velled Hamilton Circuit, where there was but 
one church in the village, end that a Melkodut 
church. He said that churches were subservient 
to the conversion of soule, and made many in­
teresting allusion* to the eerly tyethodism of the 
country. He alluded to the fact that a lady had 
laid this corner atone ; and spoke of the part 
Methodist ladies had taken in contributing to 
the success of Methodism.

The Rsv. Dr. Wood ipeke next. He made 
some pertinent and forcible remark», on the fact 
that thia church wae to have no tower, or «pire, 
or bell, what be much regretted. He «aid the 
erection of a house of worahip wes more ioter- 
estirg than that of an other public building, and 
had more important connection with the future. 
He dwelt upon the relation between the church 
in eerth and the church above ; and the interest 
that glorified spirit» may Uke in enterprise»-like 
thia. He concluded by introducing the Rev. 
Geo. Scott, D.D., the Presidentelect of the Con­
ference.

Rev. Dr. Scott felt thankful that bis exceed­
ingly brief stay in" Hamilton, was connected 
with, and would remain associated in hia heart 
and mind, with the erection of a building for the 
aervice of God. Another epot of ground in 
Western Cenada wai to day clothed for God. 
It was no longer aaaociiled with secular pursuit», 
but waa devoted to a building which would stand 
as a monument of the feet that the Christian 
people of Hamilton believed^in the Bible. It 
was impoitant that Ibis testimony should be 
given, when there were eo many blaiphemere, 
scholarly blasphemer» as well aa those of the 
baser sort, abroad in the laud ; and he congra­
tulated them that there was another silent wit­
ness of the faith of the people in the truth of 
God's Word. Thia building would be a lantern 
to the neighbourhood, a ligbl-house to guide 
poor wandering pilgrims to the place of safety. 
He wee not sorry that tho Church was to be a 
Wealeyan. Methodist Church. He had had a 
large experience in that church, but had not shut 
h’maelf up in it. In his Christian Ministry, he had 
been glad to throw himself into connection with 
his brethren of other Christian denominations, 
but this bad but increased bis love fur good old 
Methodism. If any other branch of the Chrie- 
tion church could afford greater comfort to hie 
own eoul, or the eoule of otheri he would at onoe 
join them. He had discovered none that would 
do ao,—in thia new church they would pay re­
verence to the Revealed Word of God as found 
in the Holy Scriptures, and in spite of all the 
learned blasphimy itfot had been uttered against 
them he could say with Watts :

“ Should all the powers that men devise 
Assault my faith with treacherous art,

I'd call them vanity snd lies,
And bind Thy Gospel to my heart ”

Those who attacked the Bible supplied ds with 
nothing better in its piece, and ha had no confi­
dence in those who would pull down the foun 
dation of truth, and did not pretend to give any­
thing in its stead. At the Dun of Guttenburg 
had said, we had a right to complain of those 
assailants qf Heaven. None of their darts ever 
reached the Throne of God, but in their tall they 
«truck poor souls and left them bleeding and 
perishing. When the church was completed, be 
was glad to know-that the Bible, the whole Bi­
ble from Genesis to Revelations, would be placed 
upon the pulpit, and would be taken as the stan­
dard of truth by .he minister» who would preach 
the Word of God to the people. There were 
eome great fundamental truthi in which they 
agreed with ether denominations, and these 
would be faithfully proclaimed. But there were, 
betides, aprciel testimonies committed to Wes­
leyan Method ills, which would not be given up. 
The Rev. gentleman proceeded to state these 
special testimonies, a free gospel for every crea­
tor e ; the great fact tbs’ salvation is a thing to 
be personally enjoyed, and the doctrine that the 
remedy which God has provided is a full reme­
dy. Thie doctrine wae of immense importance 
in these days, when there was ao much expedi­
ency mongering, eo much compromise, eo much 
of shaking bands with the world. And another 
testimony which would be urged wae that the 
salvation was a conditional salvation j it was be­
lieve and be saved, and that as soon as the con­
dition was slighted the blessing wes lost A 
heavy responsibility rested upon their who bed 
taken an earnest part in the erection of this 
church. It would not be sufficient that they 
should erect it; they must become home mission­
aries and go out in the neighbourhood nod seek 
to fill the church. It had been said of thé Mé­
thodiste in England that they were all at it, and 
always at it, and be (Dr. Scott) trusted that this 
might alwaya be said of them. He congratulat­
ed those who had subscribed ; their money would 
bear them good interest. A friend of hia who 
had erected eome half dozen churches at his own 
oost, when he rentnred to «peak a kindly word 
to him on his benevolence, stopped him saying, 
“ It is pure selfishness ; I want to find reinvest­
ment for my money where it will do good after 
I am gone, and I know of none so certain to pr j- 
duee thia result as the erection of churches.” He 
urged upon them that they should make this 
memorable day atili more memorable by its be­
ing the commencement of a revival of religion 
among them, and concluded by the prayer that 
the enterprise upon which they had entered 
might prove of greet advantage to the causa of 
religion among the people of thia eity.

The choir then song the Doxology. The Rev. 
Dr. Wooid engaged in prayer, and Rev. Mr. 
Rise pronounced the benediction.—Spectator.

it was but dross and refuse. ‘ None on eaith*
iben knew that this treasure of the disciples 
was the opening up ol a mine, to possess which 
the whole universe of created intelligence would 
one day, soon, in heaven's manner of reckoning, 
u floo u dove» to their window» ” wearied by 
their wanderings, and rejoicingly laid down 
their all, “ to gain Christ and be found in him."

The analogy is plain—Methodist ministers, 
when clothed in the spirit of Wesley or Fletcher, 
of John Nelson or Bramwell, have, of choice, 
freely left business, and home, and early friends 
and country, for the fie'ds of itinerancy, in which 
to toil for the prize of souls, dug out of fallen 
nature's quarry, and gathered into Chriat ; and 
wherever you find such an one, in secret or 
public, mingling among friends or foes, with 
thought or prayer, reading or writing, preaching 
or conversing, one steady purpose fills his mind, 
fires his affections, fills his band ; he works for a 
Master who searches his heart, and whose love 
for the lost was so intense, “ that he gave his only 
begotten Son," to rescue and to save.

Few, even in his church assemblies, duly ap­
preciate his position, still fewer sympathise in 
his anxious toils ; he is often misunderstood by 
co-workers ; misrepresented by restless, self-im­
portant, curious men ; may be even opposed 
and hindered by the designing and the godless ; 
so were the prophets, and disciples ; and Jesus 
himself bore “ the contradiction of sinners 
against himself;'’ but the field and its treasures 
are worth all this. “ O," said the impassioned 
Whitefield, “ O that I had a thousand tongues, 
a thousand lives, that all might be devoted to 
my Saviour and jwe verily believe that such 
enthusiasm of love for Christ and the souls of 
men will be required not only in the pulpit and 
closet, love feast and class meetings, but in 
business quarterly meetings, specially May 
quarterly meetings, when the year closes on ill- 
requited devotedness to Circuit duties and ill- 
paid quarterage.

The dealer in heavenly merchandize has his 
days for taking stock and balancing accounts 
once every year. It is a busy, anxious time ; all 
other things must stand while the balance sheet is 
made out. If it shows a gain above our hopes, 
we are most grateful ; if is only just a balance, 
being nil, on both loss and gain, this gives cause 
for anxiety and enquiry—if loss, alarm, search 
ing of heart, and of work done and help» em­
ployed to find the cause ; that once known, must 
fo justice to all parties be at once overcome, or 
else the business closes, or passes from ours into 
hands more skilful and faithful. For it is not 
honest to keep bungling along from year to year 
at a losing business ; if non-eucccsa in God's 
vineyard is my own fault, mend or quit is my 
duty ; if the cause of failure is in my colleagues, 
mend or move is the only safe rule. The Meth­
odist minister’s work and annual balance sheet 
is read all over the Connexion, and a very few 
yean’ balancing fixes public opinion very ac­
curately, as to his competence, and bars up, or 
opens up hia way. Nothing but a natural unfit­
ness, or personal indolence, or a miserable de­
clension from ardent holiness to chilling poison 
out worldliness, can possibly bring in from year 
to year a balance of loos, no matter what sort 
of people or where the Circuit may be. We all 
admit the right of knowledge of him to pass 
judgment in all such cases, who has said, “ By 
their fruits ye shall know them.”—Evan. Wit­
ness.

American Tract Society.
MISSIONARY COLPORTAGE IN NOVA SCOTIA. 

STATISTICS AND FACTS FOR THE QUARTER 
ENDING MAT 31ST.

Circulation of publications by sale and
grant, $12,38,71

Public meetings addressed and prayer
meetings held, 124

Families destitute of all religious books
except tho Bible, 182

Families destitute of the Bible,
Roman Catholic families visited,

08
291

Protestant families neglecting public
worship, 149

Families converted with on personal
religion, or prayed with, 2,158

Families visited, 5,102
Time employed 19 months, 

are now engaged, viz. :
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* Well,’ -replied the miller,. j J* *1» [ 
which I can raise hit ulory witho ^* 
of you for a dollar, if you will I

I will

Leaving my Circuit.
The annual sittings of the work done on Cir- 

cuita, the work done by Circuit#, and the analysis 
of results, to be presented to Conference, are 
very trying seasons to all engaged in them, but 
especially to the faithful minister, whose all ol 
honor and fortune is embarked in an enterprise 
involving much toil, great anxiety, painful oppo­
sitions and disappointments, sans gold, or honors, 
or emoluments of a worldly character ; yet he 
toils for a reward, and never fails to gain life’s 
higheit prize, via. : the smiles of One, whose lov­
ing kindness is better than life.

“ The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant­
man,” who, after careful enquiry and close in­
spection of a field, decided on possessing it—on 
counting the ^ost, he found its possession would 
strip him of everything else he had ; yet “ the 
field” was worth a’l he had ; so he sold all with 
a good will and free choice, and entered upon 
his new, rich field ; those who knew nothing of 
Ihe treasure hidden from the eye,would laugh at 
his folly and boast of a superior wisdom ; the pur­
chaser, however, was content with his bargain, 
and although the treasure then entailed care* 
and skill, and toil to develope, nor leas to rightly 
appropriate its resources when developed, yet 
this merchantman, so little thought of, so fre­
quently misrepresented or misunderstood, loves 
his field and its toils—satisfied and more with 
the treasure found. The disciples left all and 
followed Jesus ; Paul, the meet distinguished for 
hi| labors, and bonds, and stripes, and peril#; 
reckoned at the closing np of his accounts here, 
his field ao rich, that his all, which he gare for 

»

A. B. Fletcher, Halifax Co.,
R. Logan, ‘ Hants,
R. Peppeard, King’s and Annapolis,
C. L. Cox, Colchester,
J. McRae, Pictou,
S. Gunn, - Richmond & Cape Breton,

There will be six additional labourers shortly,
four of whom are now appointed.

NEED OF COLPORTAGF..

In Kings Co., during the quarter, 117 families 
were found without any religious books except 
the Bible, 14 without the Bible, and 68 neglect­
ing public worship. In Halifax Co. 30 families | 
were found without tho Bible. In a small 
settlement 8 families were without the word of 
God ; in another of 9 families only 2 Bibles 
could be found. In Lunenburg Co., in one 
small neighborhood, 8 families were found desti­
tute ; in another 7. There it a much larger 
number of families who have scarcely a page 
of religious reading. Families are found with 
children numbering from 1 to 13 who never 
owned any portion of the word of God or 
single volume of religious truth to guide them 
in the way of life. Mothers have been found sur­
rounded with 5 or 6 children, in one case 11, 
who when asked, *• Who1 is Jesus Christ ?”
“ Who died to save us from sin and hell ?” an­
swered that they did not know. They knew 
nothing whatever of the simplest truths of the 
Bible. These are most startling facts. What 
Christian ever dreamed of the like in Nora 
Scotia ?

The colporteurs of tho American Tract So­
ciety are diligently engaged in seeking out these 
destitute neighborhoods and families, supplying 
them with the Society's publications, and by the 
aid of the Bible Society, with the word of God. 
Will the Christians pray for and co-operate in 
this good work ?

GOOD BEING DONE.

Mr. R. Logan of Hants Co. writes :—“ I have 
opened 3 Sabbath schools with very encouraging 
prospects of doing good. I have an application 
to appoint a meeting next Sabbath to open an 
other. I opened one last Sabbath in rather a 
poor section, and at the close of the lessons spoke 
of a Library. It was proposed and agreed to, 
that the ladies take that case in hand, when one 
gentleman present, a teacher, told them to col­
lect all they could, and he would add as much 
more to it. s

I have met with some encouragement to con­
tinue labouring. Some days ago met with 
woman, a head of a family, with whom I had a 
long conversation last year, she had not then 
given herself to the Saviour. She has now made 
a public profession of her faith in Jesus and 
dedicated herself to him. Met also aLRoman Ca­
tholic widow, with whom I had a long unsatis­
factory conversation last year, to whom also 1 
gave a tract. I found her this time in a very 
different temper. She brought out the tract 1 
gave her. She seemed pleased with it and had 
evidently perused it. I had peasant conversa­
tion with her, and gave her another tract which 
the thankfully received.
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Prospects of British Amthn.
(Frim the N. Y. Tiihwe)

The British Provinces of Nort Aem, 
which are now engugeil in a new tfatUiV: 
or, at least, to prepare s union, hitstsp-wi 
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