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FREDERICTON, N.'B.
. Repeated have been thy bereavements sus-
tained by families connected with the Methocist
Church in this city, during the past few months.
Many a home circle have been broken, and many
a family clad in funeral hue. With this brief
note is enclose the obitusry notice of our late
Sister FLEMING, formerly of St. Stephens, but
resident for some time in this city. la the midst
of protracted and often excrucisting pain, no
murmuring word ever escaped her lips, no cloud
ever passed over her sweetly expressive counte-
pance. Her words were few, but empbatic ; and
her trust in Christ calm and strong. , Her flesh
and ber beart failed, but God was the strength
of ber beart and her pertion for ever.

Another branch of the same family, Mr. Mec-
Gibbon, brother of the deceased, married to the
daughter of the late Rev.J. B. Brownell, has
also been severely affticted in the loss of alively
little girl—the pet of their housebold. We have
reason to belfeve that already these efflictive visi-

. tations bave been sanctified, and that aroucd the
fresh graves of the departed; the living ones
have covenanted with God.

Scareely had our dear friend and father Smith-
son been removed from us to his eternal home,
when wé wege called to follow another honored
member of the Church to the grave. Mr. Thoe.
Pickard, father of the esteemed Principal of
Mount Allison, and of Professor T. Pickard,
was one of the oldest and most esteemed citizens
of Fredericton. He rocked the cradle of Me-
‘thodism here ; was a member of the Wesleyan
Church, when the Churchrwas in the house;
contributed largely to the first edifice for Metho-
dist worship ; he remained until his death a
pillar of the Church, and died as he lived trust-
ing in-the merits of the Redeemer. By devout
men he was carried to the burial, the stores be-
irg closed in the streets as the procession passed
along. May his mantle rest upon cur youth.

Two. sisters, lovely in their lives, and scarcely

divided in their deaths, daughters of Mr. Leo-
nard members of the Church, have passed from
us recently to their beavenly rest. Wasted from
day to day by consumption, and subject to great
pain and weakness, they relied on Him who hath
overcome the sharpness of death, and opened
the kingllom of heaven to all believers.

June 8, 1866,

J. L.

MR. CHRISTOPHER WELDON, MAITLAND.
Died, at Maitland, on the 9th inst., Mr. Chris-
topher Weldon, aged 87 years and 10 weeks.
Bro. Weldon was a native of Hull in Epgland ;
but learned his trade (a ship carpenter) and
worked at it for 8 number of years in the city of
London. From London he came to Halifax,
N. 8., in 1814 ) but shortly rotmined to Eog-
land: In 1817, he came out again to Halifax;
and remained there wopking at bis trade till he
removed to Maitland some 36 or 37 years ago.
Here he has mainly resiced ever tince. Our
beloved Bro., experienced the saving grace of
the gospel, and joined the Wesleyan Church in
Halifex, some years prior to his removal to
this peighbourhood. - When he came Lere, there
was no Wesleyan Church organized, no Wes-
leyan minister stationed here ; and the few who
declared themselees adherents of that Church,
used to meet for social worship in each others
houses. To these religious meetings on the
Sabbath, Brc. Weldon soon found his way on
his arfival bere. He mingled his prayers and
praises with theirs ; and became one of the little
band that first constituted the Wesleyan church
in this place. _Bro. Weldon was a pious, every
“day christian ; a man of great simplicity of man-
ner—uprightness of principle— purity of motive,
and peaceable disposition. He was quite fami-
liar with the Holy Scriptures and Mr. Wesley's
bymn# ; which he delighted to read and quote
during the last days of his life. He died io hope
of eternal life, through our Lord Jesus Christ.
G. M. BARRATT.

SAMUEL R. JOHNSON, COLCHESTER.

Died, at North River, Truro Circuit, on the
21st of May, Samuel Ralph Johnson, aged 33
years. He experienced the remewing grace of

. God at the age of twenty, under the ministry of
the Rev. Mr. Buckley, and continued till his
death a highly respected and consistent member
of the Wesleyan Church. Mr. Johnson was
brought to his death by the -hook of acow. The
horn of the animal penetrated his windpipe and
inflicted o frightful wound. He lingered for ten
days calmly trusting in Christ, and enjoying
much of the peace of the gospel. The only ex-
pression of regret throughout his painful illness,
was that he had not been more active and useful
in the Church of Christ. * Be ye also ready,
for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of
man cometh.” A.B. B.

Provincial ﬁlezkgﬁ

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20, 1866.
Home Missions.

As the Conference season draws near, various
questions will be asked regarding the new
classification of Circuits, which is to come into
operation during the next year These questions
will relate to the advisability of such a distinc-
tion as that proposed,.to the probable good that
may result, but principally to the ministerial
supply of those Circuits which are to rece’ve the
title appended to this article. Grave will be
the considerations here involved, for flesh and
blood needing food and raiment shrinks from a
deficit in allowances, in many cases altogether
crippling, and in all largely disproportionate to
the means of those who have to bear it.

New and untried fields of labor williask for

minis'erial assistance, and the macedonian cry
will be heard from many sections of country
within the Conference bounds. These appeals
have been listened to, year by year, with tear-
ful sympathy, but the arm that would have
brought help, the hand that would have scatter-
ed the seeds of life has been paralyzed by want
of means, and néw the note of retrenchment
has sounded from the Mission Board in London,
upon whose liberality the Conference has been
largely dependent in past years, and without
whose aid it would have been impossible to ex-
tend the work of God as it hasbeen. Great and
serious will be the new difficulties arising before
the men who bave given themselves for the good
of the Church, and the glory of God. The
power to crush these difliculties rests with*the
church at large, it is committed to tho.e who sit
under the sound of the gospel to relieve the
minds of their pastors, and give them the means
of stll further advancing the interests of the
Redeemer’s kingdom.

On this subject we have to suggest to the
various Circuit officials, the members of our
church and our congregations at large, a course
which if followed, would, we are convinced,
relieve the Home Mission Fund of a great bur-
den, and thus enable it to perform its work more
perfectly. Ttis a well-known and greatly-de-
plored fact, that some of the older Circuits, which
Rave'been the scenes of Methodistic labour for
many years past, still make large demands upon

ttis Funfl to meet \the allowances of the wesident
ministers’ - This should not be. - We belie\'e‘j
this state of affairs arises either from a spirit of
carclessness on the part-of those to whom the
gospel is preached, or from that desire; which
is entircly destruetive of godliness, of baving
the word of God without pectiniary liability. It
is & rule of the gospel cconomy that “ the
labourer is worthy of his hire.” Who shall pay
that hire but those who are ministered unto?
“«If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is
it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal
things 7 In order then to increase the receipts
of the Circuits here alluded to, let the leading
men of the church remove the responsibility of
collecting the voluntary subscriptions from the
shoulders of the pastors, where in many in-
stances|it too often rests. Let them endeavour
to obtain increased donations, and sce that these
are paid quarterly. Let the class leaders read
tke Rules of the Society, specially marking the
clause which Telates to the weekly contributions
of members, and strive to carry out that rule in
their respective classes. Finally, let one and
all, who sit under the sound of the gospel as
preached by us arise to the duty of providing
fully for the necessity of their pastors.

There is oné other thought which may be di-
rected to those who will soon meet in solemn
and prayerful deliberation. Now that we are
to have Home Missions ; as new fields of labour
white to the harvest are springing up in the
Coal Districts of Cape Breton and the Gold
Fields of Nova Scotia—where vast numbers
gather who are almost entirely destitute of the
preached word ; and as we know ot multitudes
more on the barren coasts of Newfoundland
and Labrador who perish for lack of knowledge,
would it not be wise to direct attention to special
effort, other than the Continggnt Fund collec-
tions and class contributions ? We would sug-
gest Home Missionary Meetings throughout the
Conference, at which a sketch of the require-
ments of destitute localities could be given, and
an appeal made to the sanctified liberality of
our people. This we apprebend might be done
without adding another Connexional collection-
Let the Annual Sabbath Collection for the Fund
be merged into one to be made ata public meet-
ing, such as hinted at, and we feel assured that
the receipts would be largely increased thereby.
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New England Centenary Conven-
tion.

The Grand Conventien of Ministers and lay-
men of the M. E. Cburches of New England,
called in accordance with a generally expressed
wish, and as appropriate to this Centenary year
of Methodism in Americe, assembled at Grace
Church, Boston on Tuesday the 5th inet., and
sontirued during two following days, the Hon.
Wm. Clafflin, Lieut. Governor of Massachusetts,
presiding. There were 1092 delegates in attend-
ance, and the proceedings were of the highest
interest. Several essays were read, on ques-
tions of vital importance to the denomination,
eliciting discussion and the adoption of resolu-
tions thereupon. The following subjects were
presented. The importance of systematic efforts
to strengthen the weak places of the Church
and to open new fields—Hcme and Sunday
School Instruction in the doctrines and usages
of the Church—The Endowment of Educational
Institutions— An Educated Ministry—Minister-
ial support—The development of the sccial
pow;‘r of the Church —The revival of the old
Connekional spirit of Methodism—and also
other topics of high importance. We notice
that among the galaxy of eminent men there
present, the Rev. Dr. Pickerd was introduced
to the Convention, and coffered some pleasant
congratulatory remarks. We regret that our
space will not admit of an extended account of
the proceedings on this highly interesting occa-
sion ; and must content ourselves with giving
the Address of welcome to the Convention,
made by the Rev. Wm. McDonald, pastor of
Grace Church. It is as follows : —

Fathers and brethren, representatives of Me-
thodism, from the hills, valleys and sea coasts,
the cities, towns and rural districts of New Eng-
land, the forests of Maine,the Green Mountains of
Vermont, from the Granite Hills of New Hamp-
shire, from the land of steady habits, from the
shores of the Narraganset, frcm every part of
the land of the Pilgrims: in behalf of the Me-
thodists of Boston and vicinity I welcome you
to this, our glorious metropolis.

We bid you a most hearty welcome to our
homes and to cur Ctristian hospitalities. We
pray that this may be pre-eminently a family
gatbering.

In behalf of the trustees and members of this
church I welcome you to this first Free Metho-
dist Church in Boston—a free church dedicated
to Free Grace. We will not conceal the fact
that we feel honored in having the privilege of
opening the doors of our church to the wisdom
and piety of New England Methodism. We
esteem it no burden, but a favor.

We welcome you from fields which bear cheer-
ing evidences of your unremitting toil.—Your
victories have not been won.but at the expenfa of
long and earnest conflict. Where forests of error,
of ancient and rackest growth, yielded to the
% axe laid at the root of the tree” by thefathers,
under your care and culture, green fields and
ripe?'ug vineyards give promise of a rich and
abundant hervest. Your labors have resulted
in the reccnstruction of the practical theology
of New England. Even the prudential and
providential measures employed so successfully
by tte fathers, in winning souls -to Cbrist, and
which met with tbe most violent opposition from
the evangelical churches of New England, are
now successfully employed by these same
churches, in this central city of Puritanism. All
konor to the men employed by God for the ac-
complisbment of so divive a,work.

Your coming is unlike the coming of the
fathers. No cne extended to them a hand of
Christian welecme. They came unbidden and
unwelcomed, seeking the souls of men, and the
people prayed them to depart out of their coast,
Had it been told the indomitable Lee, as he
stood beneath the bending branches of the
venerable elm, on yonder Common, that in 76
years from that time, there wculd assemble, a
little more than a stone’s throw from that spot,
a convention of preachers and laymen, from
within ‘the bounds of his New Eogland ciicuit,
representing six Aunnual Conferences, with a
membership of nearly 86000, a ministry of
1400, a Sundey Schocl interest embracing 925
scbools, - 114,300 schelars, with sa corps of
officers und teachers, about 13,000 strong; that
within the limits of his circuit, 750 church
spires ‘would be pointing toward heaven, that
there would be one first class college, one
theological echool, six seminaries, and two
religious periodicals, all in the interests of
Methodism. With all his faith in God, and
hope of future succees, the intrepid evangelist
would have exclaimed, * I have not found such
‘| faith, no, not in lsrael.” But these are the
objects which greet us as we cast our eyes over
the field. .

Standing, as we do to-day, at the close of
our first century, and comparing the past with
the present; we sre prepared to exclaim, * What
lh&h God wrought I

“ It Jooked but like a human hand, '
Few welco it=~nope feared,

as o'er the land,
The hand of God ed.

God gave the word, and great has been
The preachers’ company.
What wonders have our fathers seen,—
What signs their children see.” ,

Let us devoutly thank God that the opposers
and early defamers of our religion have not
real’zed their hopes.

It is fitting that this convention of ministers
and laymen, the first known to American Metbo-
dism, should essemble on this first centennial
of eur American existence.

We are called upon to devise new plans for
future conquests, invoke, if need - be, new
sgencies for the more successful prosecution of

we ure thirsting to enter anew the great arena
of spiritual conflict and battle wanfully for the
supremacy of our Redeemer on earth.

A new era in our American bistory dawns
upon us. New flelds, white for the harvest,
invite laborers. Chaine, which have been forg-
ing io the bottest fires of hell, for ages, have
been broken in a day. ' Fields, which have long
telt the blight and curse of cppression, give
evidence of richness and vercure; while mil-
lions of hearts, bruised, bleeding and broken,
under burdens intolerable, stand up to bless
God for their deliverance, and give unmistake-
oble evidence that what Law, falsely so called,
denominates  Chatlels,” is capable of exercising
the rights ‘of freemen. It is fitting, in view of
these facts, that New Eogland Methodism, which
has slways been the vanguard ia this grend
march of buman freedom, sliould assemble,
shake hands, and shout lustily over these God-
given triumphs. ‘

We do not meet for the purpose of re-affirm-
ig our ancient theological creed. Wge do'mot
propose to assemble around the old elm on yon-
der Common, the landing-place of our * Pilgrim
Father,”—Jesse Lee,—and there declare that we
still believe in * free grace,” * free will” end
o full salvation.” Thaok God, Methodism has
never wandered from the * ancient landmarks ’
of the fathers. She has neverquarrelled over
ber theology. The experience and changes of a
hundred- years bave confirmed her more and
more that her theology is of God.

We are not met to atteck snd demolish our
church ecoromy. Whatever may have been the
fears entertained, and the insinuations expressed
in some quarters, with regard to the radicalism
of New England acd the probable results of this
Convention, I think I am safe in saying that New
England Methodism is loyal to the core. And
to this sentiment I have no doubt there will be
found 2n sffirmative response from this Conven-
tion of intelligent miaisters and laymen.

We pledge ourselves to stand by the.old ship
as it 15, until Providence indicates, unmistakably,
that a change is demanded, snd then we hope
New Eogland Methodism will not be so wedded
to mere prudential arrangements as not to favor
such change.

But this Convention hss no such object in
view. We meet that we may exchange Chris-
tian salutations, and become better acquainted
with each other. Our work has been so cut up,
and there has been 8o little inter-communication
emong us, that the old connectional spirit has
been dying out in cur church for years. It was
thought that a meeting of ministers and laymen for
the purpose ot reviving the spirit of other days
would be of incalculable advantage to our Zion.

The question has been repeatedly asked,—
“ What is the object of the Convention ?” ~We
answer, the first and prime objectis to revive
and strengthen the old connectional bonds of
Methodism. All else is subordinate. It is not
for division; but harmony. It is not to widen,
but lessen breaches. It is that all may see that
we are, as a church, in practice wkat we are in
theory—a unit. * It is peculiarly fitting” that
such a Convention should assemble in Boston,
the ¢ Athens of America,” the * hub of the
universe,” around which revolves John Wesley's
parish. It was here that the apostle and founder
of New Eogland Methodism opened his message
of life to a famishing people, and here, too, one
of the Wesleys proclaimed the gospel according
to the law.

This Convention, like most other good thinge,
is a New England idea (I will not say a Boston
notiop), to be imitated, I have no doubt, by
every section of our broad Methodism.

Our action will be watched with much interest,
and criticised with unsparing freedom ; yet, I
trust, it will be such action as shall commend it-
seif to the intelligent religious convictions of our
broad Methodism.

Brethren from abroad, representative men in
our American Methodism, in behalf of this Con-
vention of New England Metbodists I extend
to you a most cordial Christian greeting—a
hearty New England welcome. We are as glad
to see you as Yankees can be. We trust that
when you shall have met face to face, and com-
muned for a few days with some of the most in-
telligent representatives of New 'England Me-
thodism, you will be able to report in the different
sections from which you come—in the Empire-
State, on the broad prairies of the West, and
even in Her Majesty’s dominions,yea,everywhere
that New England Methodism has a heart as well
as a head ; that she is warm as well as sharp ;
that she hias love for God, as well as for money,
that she can win souls as successfully as she can
get rich.

Allow me finally to express the hope that this
occasion may be remembered as a green spot in
our pilgrimage, marking a new era in our reli-
gious history.

From our Canadian Correspondent.
To the Editor of Proviacial Wesleyan.

My Dear Sir,—You have no doubt heard
that our Province has been thrown into a state
of great alarm by reason of the Fenians having
actually invaded our shores, and as you may well
suppose, the greatest excitement necessarily pre-
vails. On Friday, the 1st inst., the telegraph
wires conveyed the news, that those troublers of
our beloved country were about to make ‘a Raid’
on Fort Erie, not far from Buffalo, U. 8. The
Volunteers of Hamilton and Toronto were im-
mediately called out, and soon marched to the
scene of action. On Saturday morning, early,
2d inst.,'a party sallied forth as skirmishers, who
soon fell in with the invaders, and entered. the
combat. Ournoble men,though never having been
under fire before, stood their ground manfully,
but, in consequence of being overpowered, and
running out of ammunition, they were obliged
to fall back, but, not however, until some had
fallen and others were wounded. Colonel Peca-
cock of the regulars, was 12 miles away when
the firing~began, but soon drove up in gallant
style, put the foe to flight, taking about 100 pris-
oners. Theinvaders were 1200 or 1300 in num-
ber, and were well armed. Those repulsed
made for the American shores, but were captur-
ed by an American gunboat, the Michigan, but
we regret to say, that by orders of the U.S. au-
thorities, these rascals have been set at liberty,
having taken an oath that they will surrender
themselves when called for. The wounded and
dead were conveyed to their respective bomes,
seven of the dead belonged to Toronto city,where
they were buried on Tuesday, all in one mound
and a monument will shortly be erected on zhe.
spot. Such a funeral bas never been seen in

the remains to their final resting place. One of
them at least, McEachren, was s member of the
Wesleyan Church, and a valuable man. He was
the first to fall, and lived only 20 minutes after
be was shot, one of our young ministers, the Rev.
N. Burwash was on the field of bat(le when the
noble man breathed his last. He died a martyr
for his country trusting in the blood of Jesus.
He was atchurch on the Sabbath before, taking
his part as a labourer in the Sabbath school n-nd
prayer meeting, and on the Sabbath following
was in “ the general assembly and church of the
first-born which are written in heaven.”

News of the blood shed at Fort Erie sent a
thrill of borror to every loyal heart in the pro-

our gloricus work, and give evidence to all thet ince, and before 24 hours had passed away,

thousands of men were marching to their coun-
try’s call. Never was there a cause, in which
the people of Canada were more thoroughly
aroused, business of all kinds is almost eatirely
suspended, and “ to arms” is the order of the
day. All the points of danger are now being
nobly defended by volunteersand regular troops,
5o that should the Fenians dare to make -an-
other attack at any of the poinfs where they are
£aid to be gathering in large numbers, they will
meet with a repulse such as they do not dream

lol. Several companies of Marines are on board

different vessels on our rivers and lakes, so that
wé feel sure, the country is quite safe from any
very serious damage from men wbo have dared
to disturb the quiet of our beloved land.

Great fears have been entertained, lest the
Fenian movement should involve unpleasant re-
sults between Britain and the United States ; but
all the true friends of both countries hope that
such a set of fillibusterers will never be allowed
to disturb the barmony of two great natione.
General Meade is at Ogdenburgh and is believ-
ed to be doing all he can to prevent the dis-
turbers'of our peace succeeding in their project.
May the God of peace preserve us.

The Wesleyan Conference is at present in ses-
sion in this city. Owing to the disturbed state
of the country there are not so many Ministers
in attendance as was anticipated, though proba-
bly more will be here, by the end of the week,
Rev. G. Scott, D. D., President, delivered an
excellent opening address after he was introduc-
ed by the Ex-President. We regret that we
did not take notes, as there were sentiments well
deserving of permanent record. He will be a
good presiding officer, and will evidently be a
great favourite with the Cooference. Rev. Mr.
Botterell, from your Conference is here, and has
been introduced to the Conference by his old
friend and fellow-labourer, the Rev. J. Borland.
Our brother delivered an address and took a
seat on the platiorm. The members are resolv-
ed to get through business with as great despatch
as possible, as all are anxious to return home.

Caxapa.

Montreal, June 8, 1866. ,

P.S. Gen. Sweeney and staff have been ta-
ken into custody by the American authprities at
St. Albans not far from Frelighsburg, C. E.
Roberts and some other leaders of the Fenian
brotherhood. have also been apprehended, in
consequence of the President’s proclamation.
Gen. Meade, has by these apprehensions won
the applause of our population. We are not
however, altogether free from alarm as to our
safety, for we bave the most indubitable evi-
dence, that the Fenians are gathering on our
borders, and seem to be determined to make at-
tempts to plunder our country. But happily,
for us, our Military Districts are now so well
sustained, by volunteers and regular troops, that
no very serious consequences we think, can fol-
low, and the people throughout the country are
ready to a man to stand up in defence of their
land.

The Provincial Parliament meets to-day, and
the Habaus Corpus act will be repealed, giving
the Government greater power to arrest suspic-
ious persons, of whom it is supposed, there are
agoodly number in different parts of the coun-
try, who, now and then, commit serious depre-
dations in breaking Telegraph wires, and steal-
ing horses.
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Centenary Church, Hamilton,C.W.

The erection of this Church was determined
upon two years ago, the site upon which it is to
stand, having been purchased, snd a subscripe
tion list opened in June, 1864. The building is
to be of the Romanesque style of architecture,
and will be built with red pressed brick with cut
stone dressings. It is 160 feet long by 66 féet
wide,with a vestibule in front of 12 feet 6 inches
widé in which are the stair cases leading to thé
galleries. The basement story, which will te
fitted up for Sabbath school and week evening
services, and for class rooms for the more se-
lect mee tings of the membership of the church,
will be almost entirely gbove the ground, a fes-
ture which cannot be too much commended,
There will be large galleries in the building.
The seats in the main body being arranged so
that the side pews will face the pulpit. It is
estimated that the building will seat comfortably
thirteen hundred persons, making it the largest
Protestant church in the city. The cost is esti-
mated st 32,000 dollars.

LAYING OF THE CORNER STONE.

At three o’clock, theRev. Mr. Harper, Chair-
man of the District, accompanied by the Reve,
Dr. Scott, President elect of the Canadian Con-
ference, Dr. Green and Dr. Wood of Toronto,
and Burwash, of Hamilton, repaired to the
ground. The Rev. Mr. Harper gave out the
737th hymn, which was suog by the people pre-
sent. 2 ¥

Mr. Harper then called' upon the people to
invoke the Divine blessing on the undertaking,
_lnd cﬂ'e.nd up a most beautifully appropriate and
impressive prager.

The Rev. gentleman then read the 132ad
Psalm, and as the lesson, from Paul’s first epis-
tle to the Corinthians, 3rd chapter, and from the
9th to the 23rd verses inclusive.

A tin box, containing latest papers, several
Canadian coins, and written documents setting
forth a history of the present undertaking, was
then deposited in a cavity prepared for it. Mz,
Gurney on bebalf of the Trustees of the Churth,
pre:ented to Mrs. Jackson a beautiful silver (ro-
wel, bearing the inscription : — '

“ Presented to Mrs. Edward Jackson by the
Trustees of the Certenary Methodist Church of
Canada, on the occasion of her laying the cor-
ner stone ; May 28th 1866.”

Armed with this trowel Mrs. Jacksoa descend-
ed to the foundation corner, and spreading the
mortar, egid, -

“ Ia the name of the Father and of the Son

and of the Holy Ghost, we lay this corner stone
for the foundation of a house to be builded and
eons.ecutcd to the service of Almighty God, ac-
cording to the order and usages of the Wesleyan
Methodist Church of Canada. Amen.
.The stone was then lowered and placed, and
this ?omplcting the ceremony, the congregation
::p;:d to the McNabb street Methodiat Church
THE ADDRESSES.

The church was comfortably filled, and the Rev.
Mr. Harper having taken the chair, the service
was commenced by the choir singing the 569:h
hyma ; after which the chairman introduced the
Rev. Dr, Green to address the meeting.

e ——

7 ' Hé epcke of the-great interest of the coeass ',

Toronto. Thotsands upon thousands followed !

aod the supreme importacce of Wbe pupit, !
the source of moral and religious iife to a pation,
He said that in 1812 there were but eleven
churches in the provindes, tba¢ might bsve been
taken for boous.  Forty years sgo he had (ra-
velled Hamilton Circuit, where there was but
one church in the villsge, and that & Metkodist
church. He said that churches were subservient
to the conversion of souls, and made many in-
teresting allasions to the early Methodism of the
country. He alluded to the fact that a lady had
1aid this corner stope ; and spoke of the part.
Methodist ladies bad taken in contributing to
the success of Methodism.

The Rev. Dz. Wood spcke mext. He made
some pertinent and forcible remarks, on the fact
that this church was to have no tower, or spire,
or bell, what be much regretted. Ee said the
erection of & bouse of worship was more iater-
esticg than that of an other public building, and
had more important connection with the future.
He dwelt upon the relation between the church
in earth and the church above ; and the interest
that glorified spirits may take in entcrprises like
thia. He concluded by introducing the Rev.
Geo. Scott, D.D., the President elec: of the Con-
ference.

Rev. Dr. Scott felt thankful that bis exceed-
ingly brief stay in" Hamilton, was connected
with, snd would remain associated in his beart
ar:d mind, with the erection of a building for the
scrvice of God. Another spot of ground in
Western Canada was to-day clothéd for God.
It was no looger associated with secular pursuits,
but was devoted to a building which would stand
as & monument of the fact that the Chbristian
people of Hamilton believed"in the Bible. It
was important that this testimony should be
given, when there were so many blasphemers,
scholarly blasphemers as well as those of the
bassr sort, abroad in the land ; and he congra-
tulated them that tbere was another silent wit-
pess of the faith of the people in the truth of
God's Word. This building would be a lantern
to the neighbourhocd, a light-house to guide
poor wandering pilgrims to the place of salety.
He was not sorry that the Church was to be a
Wesleyan, Methodist Church. He had bad a
large experience in tbat church, but had not shut
himself up in it. In his Christian Ministry, be had
been glad (o throw himself into connection with
his brethren of otter Christian denominations,
but this had but increased kis love for good old
Methodism. If any other bracch of the Chris-
tion church could ff>rd greater comfort to his
own soul, or the souls of othera Le would at once
join them. He had discovered uone that would
do so,—in this new church they wou!d pay re-
verence to the Revealed Word of God as found
in the Holy Seriptures, and in spite of all the
learned blasphemy thpt had been uttered against
them he could say with Watts :

+ Should all the powers that men devise
Assault my faith with treacherous art,
1'd call them vanity and lies,
And bind Thy Gospel to my heart ”

Those who attacked the Bible supplied s with
nothing better in its place, and he *had no confi-
dence in those who would pull down the foun-
dation of truth, and dicd not pretend to give any-
thing in its stead. As the D=an of Guttenburg
bad eaid, we had a right to complain of those
assailants of Heaven. None of their darts ever
reached the Throne of God, but in their fali they
struck poor souls and left them bleeding and
perishing. When the church was completed, be
was glad to know that the Bible, the whole Bi-
ble from Genesis to Revelations, wouid be placed
upon the pulpit, end would be taken as the stan-
dard of truth by (he winisters who would preach
the Word of God to the people. There were
some great fundamental truths in which they
sgreed with cther denominations, and these
would be faithfully proclaimed. But there were,
besides, special testimonies committed to Wes-
leyan Methodists, which would not be given up.
The Rev. gentleman proceeded to state these
special testimonies, a free gospel for every crea-
ture ; the great fact tha salvation is s thicg to
be personally enjoyed, and the doctrine that the
remedy which God has provided is a full reme-
dy. This doctrine was of immense importance
in these days, when there was so much expedi-
ency mongering, 80 much compromise, so much
of shaking hands with the world. And another
testimony which would be urged was that the
salvation was a conditional salvation ; it was be-
lieve and be saved, and that as soon as the con-
dition was slighted the blessing was lost. A
heavy rasponsibility rested upon thcs: who hed
taken an earnest part in the erection of (this
church. It weuld not be sufficient that they
should erect it; they must become home mission-
aries and go out in the neighbourhood uod seek
to fill the church. It had been said of the Me-
thodists in England that they were all at it, and
always at it, and he (Dr. Scott) trusted that this
might always be said of them. He congratulat-
ed those who had subscribed ; their money would
bear them good interest. A friend of his who
had erected some balf dozen churches at his own
cost, when he ventured to speak a kindly word
to him on his benevolence, stopped him saying,
* It is pure selfishness ; I want to.find an invest-
ment for my money where it will do good after
I am gone, and I knowof nope so certain to pro-
duoce this result as the erection of churches.” He
urged upon them that they should make this
memorable day. still more memorable by its be-
ing the commencement of a revival of religion
amoog them, and concluded by the prayer that
the enterprise upon which they had entered
might prove of great advantage to the cause of
religion among the people of this city.

The choir then sung the Doxglogy. The Rev.
Dr. Wood engaged .in prayer, and Rev. Mr,
Rioce pronounced the benediction.— Spectalor.

Leaving my Circuit,

The annual sittings of the work done on Cir-
cuits, the work done by Circuits, and the analysis
of relul?a, to be presented to' Conference, are
very trying seasons to all en, in them, b
especially to the faithful mifi;ﬁ? whose all l;:
‘honor 'lnd fortune is embarked in an enterprize
u.xYolvmg much toil, great anxiety, painful oppo-
sitions and disappointments, sans gold, or honors,
or emoluments of a worldly character ; yet he
t?dl for a reward, and never fails to gain life’s
!uqhe:t prize, viz.: the smiles of One, whose lov-
ing kindness is better than life.

“ The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant-
mn,:‘ who, after careful enquiry and close in-
lpecu'on of a field, decided on possessing it—on
counting the ¢ost, he found its possession would
strip him of everything else he had ; yet “the
field” was worth a'l he had ; so he sold all with
a'good will and {ree choice, and entcred vpon
his new, rich field ; those who knew nothing of
ll':e treasure hidden from the eye,would laugh at
his folly and boast of a superior wisdom ; the pur-
chaser, however, was content with his bargain,
and although the treasure then entailed care,
and skill, and toil to develope, nor lessto rightly
np‘proprinw its resources when developed, yet
this merchantman, so little thought of, so fre-
q.uendy misrepresented or misunderstood, loves
his field and its toils—satisfied and more with
the treasure found. The disciples left all and
(c?llowed Jesus ; Paul, the most distinguished for
hig labors, and bonds, and stripds, and perils;
r?ckoued at the closing up of his accounts here,
his field 50 rich, that his ali, which be gave for

¢

it was but dross and refuse.
.hen knew that this treasure of the disciples
was the opening up of a mine, to possess which
the whole universe of created intelligence would
one day, soon, in heaven’s manner of reckoning,
« flee as doves to their windows™ wearied by
their wanderings, and rejoicingly laid down
their all, * to gain Christ and be found in him.”
The analogy is plain—Methodist ministers,
when clothed in the spirit of Wesley or Fletcher,
of John Nelson or Bramwell, have, of choice,
freely left business, and home, and early friends
and country, for the fie'ds of itinerancy, in which
to4oil for the prize of souls, dug outof fallen
nature’s quarry, and gathered into Christ ; and
wherever you find such an one, in secret or
public, mingling among friends or foes, with
thought or prayer, reading or writing, preaching
or conversing, one steady purpose fills his mind,
fires his affections, fills his band ; he works for a
Master who searches his heart, and whose love
for the lost was so intense, ** that he gave his only
begotten Son,” to rescue and to save.

Few, even in his church assemblies, duly ap-
preeiate his position, still fewer sympathise in
his anxious toils ; he is often misunderstood by
co-workers ; misrepresented by restless, self-im-
portant, curious men ; may be even opposcd
and hindered by the designing and the godless;
so were the prophets, and disciples; and Jesus
himself bore  the contradiction of sinners
against bimself;” but the field and its treasures
are worth all this. “O,” said the impassioned
Whitefield, * O that I had a thousand tongues,
a thousand lives, that all might be devoted to
my Saviour;” and we verily believe that such

men will be required not only in the pulpit and
closet, love feast and class meetings, but in
business quarterly meetings, specially May
quarterly meetings, when the year closes on ill-
requited devoteduess to Circuit duties and ill-
paid quarterage.

The dealer in heavenly merchandize has his
days for taking stock and balancing accounts
once every year. Itisa busy, anxioustime ; all
other things must stand while the balance sheet is
made out. If it shows a gain above our hopes,
we are most grateful ; if is only just a balance,
being nil, on both loss and gain, this gives cause
for anxiety and enquiry—if loss, alarm, search-
ing of heart, and of work done and helps em-
ployed to find the cause ; that once known, must
i justice to all parties be at once overcome, or
else the business closes, or passes from ours into
hands more skilful and faithful. For it is not
bonest to keep bungling along from year to year
at a losing business; if non-success in God's
vineyard is my own fault, mend or quit is my
duty; if the cause of failure is in my colleagues,
mend or move is the only safe rule. The Meth-
odist minister’s work and annual balance sheet
is read all over the Connexion, and a very few
years’ balancing fixes public opinion very ac-
curately, as to his competence, and bars up, or
opens up his way. Nothing but a natural unfit-
ness, or personal indolence, or a miserable de-
clension from ardent holiness to chilling poison
ous worldliuess, can possibly bring in from year
to year a balance of loss, no matter what sort
of people or where the Circuit may be. Weall
admit the right of knowledge of him to pass
judgment in all such cases, who has said, “ By
their fruits ye shall know them.”—Evan. Wit-
ness.

American Tract Society.

MISSIONARY COLPORTAGE IN NOVA SCOTIA.
STATISTICS AND FACTS FOR THE QUARTER
ENDING MAY 318T.
Circulation of publications by sale and
grant, $12,38,71
Public ineetings addressed and prayer
meetings held,
Families destitute of all religious books
except the Bible,
Families desﬁtutc/of the Bible,
Roman Catholic families visited,
Protestant families neglecting public
worship,
Families conversed with on personal
religion, or prayed with, 2,158
Families visited, 5,102
Time employed 19 months. Six colporteurs
are now engaged, viz.:
A. B. Fletcher, Halifax Co:,
R. Logan, Hants,
R. Peppeard, King’s and Annapolis,
C. L. Cox, Colchester,
J. McRae, Pictou,
S. Gunn, - Richmond & Cape Breton,
There will be six additional labourers shortly,
four of whom are now appointed.

NEED OF COLPORTAGE.

In Kings Co., during the quarter, 117 families
were, found without any religious books except
the Bible, 14 without the Bible, and 68 neglect-
ing public worship., In Halifax Co. 30 families
were found without the Bible. In a small
settlement 8 families were without the word of
God; in another of 9 families only 2 Bibles
could be found. In Lunenburg Co., in one
small neighborhood, 8 families were found desti-
tute ; in another 7. There is a much larger
number of families who have scarcely a page
of religious reading. Families are found with
children numbering from 1 to 13 who never
owned any portion of the word of God or a
singie volume of religious truth to guide them
in the way of life. Mothers have been found sur-
rounded with 5 or 6 children, in one case 11,
who when asked, * Who'is, Jesus Christ ?”
“ Who died to save us from sin and hell ?” an-
swered that they did not know. They knew
nothing whatever of the simplest truths of the
Bible. These are most startling facts. What
Christian eyer dreamed of the like in Nova
Scotia ?

The colporteurs of the American Tract So-|
ciety' are diligently engaged in seeking out these
destitute neighborhoods and families, supplying
them with the Society’s publications, and by the
aid of the Bible Society, with the word of God.
Will the Christians pray for and co-operate in
this good work ?

GOOD BEING DONE.

Mr. R. Logan of Hants Co. wiites :—+ 1 have
opened 3 Sabbath schools with very encouraging
prospects of doing'good. I have an application
to appoint a meeting next Sabbath to open an-
other. I opened one ‘last Sabbath in rather a
poor section, and at the close of the lessons spoke
of a Library. It was proposed and agreed to,
that the ladies take that case in hand, when one
gentleman present, a teacher, told them to col-
lect all they could, and he would add as much
more to it.
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I have met with some encouragement to con-
tinue labouring. “Some days ago met with a
woman, a head of a family, with whom I had a
long conversation last year, she had not then
given herself to the Saviour. She has now made
a public profession of her faith in Jesus and
dedicated herself to him. Met also a Roman Ca-
tholic widow, with whom I had a long unsatis-
factory conversation last year, to whom also I
gave a tract. I found her this time in a very
different temper. She brought out the tract I
gave ber. She seemed pleased with it and had
evidently perused it. I had pleasant conversa-

she thankfully received.

¢ None on calth'

enthusiasm of love for Christ and- the souls of

tion with her, and gave her another tract which | ment. This question, We
soon be decided in favor of th¢
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The Minister's

A worthy miller—gq D
in Dr. Dunbar's memo;
hearing that the minj,
want of support, the church hey:
could no longer raise 1, ...‘Lm
meeting, and addresseqd h: 3
destly, for be was on.d Oh{.‘(h:“"h"\ ‘::
these comfortable farmery, . N .
of money were the on) e,
and if all were uniled l{l'd':: fr 1 S
the pastor, cculd they gy kee ' vy,
was but oove voice in Teply. Ty, [N
useful and beloved ; but the flock \

* Well," seplied the miller, «1 o *M
which I can raise his salary "-iho“"h’
of you for a dollar, if you will .u:l"*h
my own way todo it. [ wiy '~"N
sibility for oae year. Have I your B

Of course they could not refuse th: .
they e‘xpremd surprise, hb'in‘ h Yoy
be but a poor man. - e

The year drew to a close, Ty, ..
been blessed in his labors, and gy . %
calied on for money, Wheg m;‘b‘*
ther, the miller asked the P‘M? »
had been supplied, and hig by
met ? He replied in the pfimy. %0
the brethren were asked if they wery Yo
than at the begitning of the
replied ¢ No,’ and asked how u.,.;:t - |
their church privileges bad beeg 4 o
paid for. He asked again, * h..,:’:“‘ |
for keeping the minister P apg
the same as before. * Then, he wig, «
I bave only to tell you that goy bave g
salary the same as you ll'l”mw,u {
it and with greater promptucs, Yoy,
you told me to take mv owa "Vi‘hhw:
end I bave doneso. As uehoudmh ,‘\ {
his grist to mill, I took ouxnmmt' !
thought your proportion, asd lid iy, (
the salary. Wben harvest vuouy | o
snd have paid the minister regulary ,
proceeds. You confess that "'""”W;
80 you never missed it, and theripre ..m
sscrifice. NOW 8Upposs we' stop iy
poverty, and about lettiog our miniger £ N
add enough to bis salary to make u lu‘ A
we are doing something.’ My, Dynby ;. i
say, * O, for & miller in every church ! .

The story applies itelt, No ma, e
made himself poorer by helping 1o pay ml,ll
nister’s ealary, whether or not 3, koew v ,.
and bow he paid it. Wy oould agy of u‘.
twice as much as we do, 'I\Hm udh
just as well off at the year'vad i by be 4
Aud then is it rothing to bs ﬁh‘uw,{
are doing something '
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Prospects of British Ameriey
(Frcm the N. Y. Tribune)

The Buiueh Provinees of Noth Age,
which are now enguged in 8 new ey g
or, at least, Lo prepare s union, hawtogry,
population of more than 3,000,000 w,
and would therefore, if united, contiy,
point of populstion, the fourth Americses
ranking néxt to the United S:ates, Mainn
Brezil. The preszent, and, still more, ity
spective rate of increase of its populstee,,
however, so much superioe to that of tirivo
last named countries, as to make it bighy yeb
able that ere long a united ‘British Aseir
would be the second power of the Amss
Continent. The importance which attse ,
it in this point of view begins 10 be m
understood on both ‘sides of the Atks*
to elivit valusble information o ¥
resources and its progress. :

Among the latest pub‘.icuionw“"““""
is an instructive pamphlet from Lo
Esq., entitled, “ What shall we do*"
Hudeon’s Bay Territory? Coloniae wie
Belt, which contains Forty Millions {3’
The writer—a former proprietor of ™
tenham Chronicle—sfter spending »7™
in the North-Western Bates of the /™
returned to Fogland, and has, o vaf"":
published the result of bis ow;
capabilities of the immense nd d "‘\';
territory lying to the west da""'d“’, X
north-west of the Unit“M"mml‘U
to the Rocky Mounuim,dh‘wu
the shores of the Pacific. Thiajmneett ‘“u' ‘
generally known as the Hudsos's B f'ml?'
is in- its southern portion l'.‘"”dd*'
and in its northern portion 8
al stiow ; but lying between these %™ |
is the * Fertile Belt” of virgio P¥™"
loamy soil four feet deep, intersected 'r}\ "o:,
able lakes and noble rivers, sod exi€0%%
an srea 1000 miles in length, b 8001::‘
breadth, and containing 40,000,000 d w.‘ )
the best soil and climate in the whole #&*

It is this tract of coustry which Mr.B=
brings under the notice of the B“mh.?;.
He recommends that it be at once U“L':x
from the hands of the private compaty 'Cr:"
at present its legal owner tO the ‘B{ﬂ"i ]
and he ventures to predict thsts joioed X,'f o
da, it will develop with amaziog "P'd“{fw
soon become the ponrful rinl}ol Lb; "
States, both in extent of populatios 82
terial prosperity.
The expectations
rapid growth of the
and prosperity are shared by nearly
visited that country. Whether tbe §

British Americs, as lorgas it rtm.lm‘ ‘“;w
dependency, will ever be able torival B h i
United States we greatly doubt but it ot
all events, be sufficiently rapid to ew:lomj
every other Americai country, 80 ‘f’lh .
relations of British America to U8 i

lar importance.

1f, as has now become
the British Provinees of
sucoceed in effecting & union, 80€
the Toundation of 8 grand empir®
will be open to them as ugudlm
government.: Anpexation 10 the p
continuance ss a British dependf”‘i" »
establishment of un independent Nort

can State.
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Lire ASSURANCE.—
day last contains the fo
“ A short time ago
who had bis life insuee
Assurance Office * for f
ling, fell & vicum to &0
died by his own hands

*The fourth condi
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