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BETWEEN THE SHOWERS.

BY MRS. ABDY.

There is the ram'.le that we plauned
The showers descend again,

The weather-glass with ruthless hand,
Is pointing to * much rain.”

We may not through the greenwood shade
Stray to the distant mill,

Nor gather wild-flowers in the glade,
Nor climb the breezy hill ;

We may not gaze on winding:streams
And rose encircled bowers ;

But we may watch the sunny g'eams
That come between the showers.

When first in life’s dark days I strove
With glcomy ills to cope,

1 never with too warm a love
Wooed the deceiver—Hope !

1 knew that calm succeeds to strife,
So drooped not on my way ;

1 never thought to find in life
A long, bright holiday.

1 did not talk of vanished dreams,
Chilled hearts and wasted powers ;

» | watched to see the sunny gleams

Retarn between the showers.

They came I knew that they must pass,
Yet learnt their !0ss to bear,
Nor marmur that the weather-glass
Stood not at * settled faic; "
And many on my road I passed
Who, trembling, looked sroand,
Spoke of the gathering clouds, then cast
Their eyes upon the ground.
To such the world a desert seems,
Where sorrow darkly lowers.
Would they could prize th} sunny gleams
,That come betwean the showers !

All may, in seasons of distress,
To some slight solace cling,
And feel how much of happiness
From little joys may spring.
Sma'l gifts, if sately, duly stored,
May in the end present
Riches beyond the miser’s hoard—
The riches of Content !
And still such boons to us are given,
In this fair world of ours,
While gleams of sunshine, sent frot heaven,"
Shine forth between the showers.
—Christian Treasury.

DR. PUNSHON AT THE METROPOLITAN
BUILDING. -

The Rev. Dr. Punshon, in rising to support
the resolution, was received with great ap-
plause. He said be was glad to show himself
on that occasion, and that was about all be
intended to dn. (No, mno.) About three-
quarters of an hour before he bad givea up

ry ides of making a speech. He did come
:Sre with the idea that he shovld be obliged
to say something, but be had felt during the
progress of the meeting exceedingly gratefal
to those who, as by instinct, bad understood
his weariness, and wko had, therefore, so ex-
baustively presented the subject that nothing
at all was necessary for him to say. He was
there only to testity to his unabated attachment
to the interests of that cause. He was at
what the Americans would call the inception of
this Metropolitan Chapel Building Fund, and
bad the honour to ba one of the first secretaries
of it, and bad cherisbed an unfailing attachment
to it from that time until now. He was con-
vinced from the statistics just presented, and
by the calculations which Mr. Waddy bad so
elaborately worked out and so impressively
presented, that they were bound solemnly—if
they would do their duty to God, maintain
their own interest in Cbrist, and not perjure
themselves as witnesses for their Master—to
enter ioto this cause with greater beartiness,
greater zeal, and greater liberality, and’ with a
more earuest spirit ot reliance upon the divine
power than they had ever done before. He
sympathised with a great deal tbat had been
eaid on the various aspects in which the cause
might be presented. He believed if they would
build chapels, they must have a church too.
They must bhave a church, in many instances,
before they had a chapel; not, however, be-
fore they had obtained such an amount as would
secure s site. That they must build churches
in every part was a thing of certainty. There-
fore, the sooner they got the sites the better.
¥verywhere, all over London, wherever they
could find a suitable place for the erection of a
chapel, in a growing neighbourhood, and where
the population was increasing, should sites be
secured at once. Then let them put up some
temporary building, as they did at Highgate-
archway; let them work there, plying the old
agencies of Methodism aud preaching the Gos-
pel of the kingdom uotil sinners were converted
and the church raised up to the normal quan-
tity of members now thought necessary to con-
stitute at least the nucleus ot a cburch. When
they bad got 100 members, then he bad no
doubt Providence would always opea their way

:for the building of a permanent chapel. In

the meantime, let them take care that, somehow
or other, they were aggressing in all the neigh-
bourhood, or the glory would depart from
them, and it might be that the candlestick would
be taken out of bis place, and the honour and
privilege would be given to others that should
be worthier ot it than they. Though be bad
been passing through the country for some
time, he had never met with Methodist
preachers who did not preach repentaoce to
wards God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
They did not happen to come in his way.
Whenever he beard a Methodist sermon, be
could not recall one exception where he did
not hear the old ring. (Applsuse.) He
prayed God that it might ever continue so.
(Hear, hear.) Of course be heard bells chim-
ing in different melodies—one man preaching
after one fashion, another after anotber fash-
jon; snd he prayed that this glorious diversity
might last as long as Methodism was Meth-
odism. (Applause.) So long as there was
esseotial unity of doctrine and of faith, so long
as there was singleness of purpose, 50 long as
there was the unabated loyalty to Cbrist, and
the frank. fearless declaration, would the power
of the Holy Spirit conviace, arouse, and save,

then and tbere, the vilest, the most leprous
of those who were within the sound of the min-
isters voice. (Loud applause.) Almostevery
aspect of this case bad been touched upon ex-
cept one. When ministers preached in Lon-
don, they never knew to whom they were
preaching. This-occurred in the metropolis,
perhaps, to a greater extent than anywhere
else in the world. London congregations were,
in one respect, the most fluctuating congrega-
tious on the face of the earth. It was utterly
impossible to tell, when a minister went into a
London pulpit, who might be listening to bim;

ged aod ignorant, were all entering, they
would bold up their clean skirts, and wait to
see if any of ** our set,” would be also there.

With many of us, there is too much passing
by on the other side, and not enough of the
stopping, up-lifting, and pecuniary belp, which
made the rocky road to Jerico so beautiful a
picture to the mind's eye.

There is a vast difference between that pure
and undefiled religion that keeps one uaspot-
ted from the world, that cares lor the poor,
the sick and weary, and this selt-concentrated
sentimentalism. There is a great difference

because all the world came to Lond They
might possibly take bold of a man at one of his
byways of life, just where Philip met with the
evnuch, once in a litetime. They might take
bold of a man by what might be considered a
chance word, which would, however, be an
arrow sent by tmne Spint of the Lord
straight inte the heart of that man just
before he was going to the ends of the earth.
and who, but for bis providential entrance into
the house of God, would never have heard of
the Gospel. On the very last Sabbath but
one, when bhe was himselt preaching in the
Kensington Chapel, a poor, brokea-down peni-
tent came into the vest1y afterwards, and look-
ed up to bim, with & face the expression of
which be could never forget, and said: *‘You
bave cut me to-night; I shall never forget.
He said to the man, * Let us talk a little.” He
had just before given an invitation to any who
were impressed. as was his custom, to come
and converse upon matters appertaining to the
bes®things ; and he got, at last, to this man’s
bistory. * Sir,’ said be, ‘I have been wander-
ing about Kensingtoo-gardens all this after-
noon; and I am as miserable as I can be.
What sent me to this place I do not know.
Bat, Sir, I am going to New Zealand, and the
thought came upon me, if [ went to New Zeal-
and and the ship should be lost, and I was not
saved, I should go to bell. I determined when
I beard your sermon—and it cut me to the
heart—to find peace with God.' He then said :
*Don't leave me, don't leave me." That was
the old thing. (Applause.) They had that
many a time—the power of the Spirit going
straight with the Word into maa's heart there
and then. That penitent did not leave the
chapel uotil he was enabled to rejoice in find-
ing peace. That man bad been the prodigal
son of a pious Methodist mother. (Hear,

hear.) At Salt Lake City, in the Mormon
Territory, a little incident occurred which he
might also mention. After he had been look-
ing through the Mormoa Temple, the porter
was particularly anxious to know what he
thought of the sermon preached in the after-
noon. He was tolerably cautious about letting
the man know his opinion. One of the friends’
that accompanied him told the porter who he
was. The man replied, ‘I know him well
enough ; I have beard bim at Dalston many a
time.'! (Laughter and applause.) That port-

er, he feared, had not profited very much.

(Laughter.) But the fact remained that, in
thsoe uttermost ends of the earth, he tound a
man who had been accustomed to st under
Methodist preaching in this vast central me-

tropolis of London. (Hear, hear,) There was
one part of the resolution which be could not
beartily support—viz., that part which express-
ed thankfulness for the contributions that had
been received. He thought that was being
thankful for very small mercies. (Laughter.)
When Boardman and Pilmoor offered them-
selves for the American mission, the first for-
eign missionary collection was made among
the Methodist preachers in the Conference

(Hear, bear.) After these men bad been des-
ignated tdr the work, they went to York, and
they held a meeting to tell what they were do-
ing and where they were going. The people
were excited to a high pitch of enthusiasm—
Yorkshire people were sometimes rather excit-
able- (laughter)—and they made a collection
in order to belp forward the mission. The
collection amounted to ten shillings. (Great
laughter.) They were so abundaatly thankful
for this result that they called a special prayer-
meeting at six o'clock the next morning in or-
der to return thanks to God for that ubex-
ampled liberality. (Loud laughter.) There
was something akin to that in the extraordinary
gratitude expressed in the resolution for the
rather small coatributions ot the whole of Lon-
don, resulting from 111 sermons and 34 meet-
ings. He boped that all the chapels to be
built would be occupied by godly, earnest,
soul-saving ministers, so that the hearts of the
people might be opened, and larger and yet
larger manifestations of the presence and pow

er of God might come down upon them. The
old principles were still binding—God's work
to bave the chiefest regard of God's people ;
God's sovereiguty, to inflict the penalty where
that regard was not manifested ; God's promise
of belp and blessing wherever that regard was
carried out. In the olden time there was but
one central temple of worship; but our Jeru

salem was so inconceivably vaster than theirs
that we mnst arouse ourselves with our utmost
energy if we were to overtake the admitted and
terrible necessities of to-day. (Loud ap-
plause.)

SENT;MENTAL CHRISTIANITY.

BY MRS, C. F. WILDER.

We have met but very few Christian men
who were sentimentalists, yet as we look over
the list of our acquaintances, we find here, and
there, one of the very tenderest kind. But
where we fiod one such man, we find a score of
women, who, in beautiful rooms, recline in
Juxurious easy chairs, with a mystiec book,
from which they read the poetic effusions of
some religionist. ‘They delight in fervent rhap-
sodies of golden streets, angels’ barps, and
!buvenly glory. They enjoy the beauty and
Ipoetry of religion, and float on the perfumed
| air to the very gates of the celestial city, think-
ing it is so easy to give up pleasures, to love
the sinner. to care for the sick and needy, 80
' that they may win Christ and heaven. When
' the real state of the case is, it they Wbould be
' suddenly transported with all the world to the
' open gates of the New Jerusalem, they would
"Jook over the crowd, and if the poor, the rsg-

be reading about doing the will of the
Father, and the doing of his will with earnest-
ness and zeal. A difference between wishing
to do well, and doing well ;—between bene-vol-
entia and bene-facio.

The reading, without the practicing causes
one's piety to be absorbed in self; makes one
strive for a kind of monastic piety, while the
life is empty of active duties and Christian
charity. To us there is no lower type of human
selfishness, than that shown by one who is so
engrossed in the work of saving his own soul
that he is indifferent to the world around him,
except in a few congenial spirits.

Publish¢rs state that religious books are in
great demand at the present time, and many of
them are read by those who have had only a
superficial religious experience, and to them
the books are only a mysticism; but, thinking
that they comprebend and enjoy the same
‘¢ length, and breadth, and beight, and depth,
they speak of these religious truths in a flip-
pant manner. Such expressions, to those who
bear them, and do not understand the true
spiritual state of the speaker but see that the
words and the life do not correspond, often are
the means of being a handicap in the race of

life.
How often we bear, ‘¢ All is on the Altar.”

* We have given up the world and live only to
please Christ.” We think that they believe
themselves sincere, aud we doubt not they
would like to live that way. but when the cause
of Christ needs five or ten dollars, which could
be given without self-denial, except the part-
ing with the loved money, such a test for their
sincerity has often fousd the pure gold lacking.
It they live to please Christ they can constant-
ly work for bis church and his little ones, for
we have them always with us. A lady, not
long ago asked her colored washer-woman,

** Ellen, why are you not a Christian P

** Well, to tell you the plain truth, Mrs.
Lincoln, 1 think that I am enough sight better
than most of the church members. I works for
heaps of 'em and its mighty mean most of 'em
is. Last week I washed for Mrs. Ray, and she

o=t

General Miscellany.

CANADA CONFERENCE.

SEVENTH DAY,

—

WebpNEspay, June 10,

The Conference asserbbled at 9 a. m.

The President in the chair.

The venerable Solomon Waldron led in
prayer.

After reading of the minutes,

Mr. Andrews read the Sabbath school re-
port. There are 1,002 schools in connection
with the church, being an increase ol 33. The
whole number of teachers is 9,617, showing an
augmentation of 52. The whole number of
scholars in attendanee is 71,583, exhibiting an
increase ot 1,162. It is gratifying to record
that 2,419 bave united with the church during
the year. The whole number of scholars en-
rolled among the members of the church, is
6,199. The Intarnational Series of lessons has
been adopted by G621 schools. The total
amourt of money raised for Sabbath-school
purposes is $40 108. The Committee expres-
ses its conviction that arotler Sabbath schoo!
periodical ought 1o be establisbed, or else the
Advocate should be issued weekly instead of
of semi-monthly. The committee recommends
the conti e ot the expositi of the les-
sons as published in the Guardion. Other
suggestions were made, and occasioned some
discussion. The report was received, but
some matters were laid over for further id-

all classes of society, through the agency of
novels and periodicals, and nothing but the

circulation ot what is instructive and reliable |

can counteract this influence. As the last time
be would have the privilege of addressing the
united ministry of the connexion, be urged
them to lead their valuable belp in obtainiog a
larger circulation for the Cnristian Guardian,
As statements to the contrary had beea circu.
lated, he wished to inform the Conterence thék
the circulation of the Christian (iua dian to-
day was 1,266 more than a year ago.

A motion was submitted to Coaference, ask-
ing its authorization ot the pavment ot $1,000
from the Book-room towards meeting special

on behalf of the Superannuation
Fund. Tbe subject elicited considerable
friendly discussion, and was carried on a
division.

Certain chargeg affecting the moral character
ot the Rev. Nelson Brown, a superannuated
minister residing in the Red River District,
were read from the official records of that dis-
trict. The Conference, after mature delib-
eration, cameto the conclusion that, in accord-
ance with the recommendation of_his district
meeting, his suspension be continued another
year, and that the whole case be disposed of by
the Toronto Conference nex! year.

Rev. Dr. Ryerson read the address to the
English Conference, which, with a few verbal
alterations, was adopted by the Conference.

The Revs. J. H. Jobnson and J. C. Ash
were re-appoiated agents for Victoria College

eration,

The Secretary of the Conference read the
Annual Report of the Book Committee, and
also a comparative statement of the financial
affairs of the book and printing establishments.
The prosperity doring the last year bas been
unprecedented. The circulation of the period-
icals bad steadily increased. The assets of the
establishment are 855,276 in excess of all lia-
bilities. The Book Steward and Editor were
highly commended for their ability and success
in the management of the Book Concern and
Guardian.

The rcport showed an increase in cash sales
over last year, of upwards of $5,000.

In the last three years the increase of cash
sales is nearly £17,000.

It showed also that the Christian Guardian
had steadily increased in circulation, and that
the other periodicals issuing from the Book
Room are in a financially prosperous condition.

During the reading-of the report the Presi-
dent introduced the Rev. Dr. George, who de-
sired to take leave of the Conference. He did
s0 in & most genial and fratersal manner. He

/d remember his visit to the Coaference

is one of your awful pious ones; she alway

gives me a big wash; always scolds about the
way it's done; beats me down in my price,
snd then when I am tired to death, makes me
go to the store after my pay. Bat the meanest
thing she does is, never givin’ me 'nough to
eat; and the few scraps she does give me to eat
in the wash-room, she bands out in about the
way you throw your dog a bone. It that ar’
woman has religion I don’t want none of it.”

How often do we give, *‘ instead of bread,
only a stone?” Mrs. Ray *‘ admires” all the
books on the Higher Life, aod says that ** God
has done a great work " in her.

It is very hard to believe that God does al|
the work, and that one never has to answer
one’s own prayer. But what a delightful faith
that would be to so many of us ; simply fold the
haod and dritt on toward heaven. Many are
trying this way, we do believe. They indo-
lently read the lives of some good men, whose
besetting sins, and battles with satan and self,
bis biograpber knew nothing about, and wish
to be good, they say, * Lord! Lord!” But
they have been idle so long that the circulation
of their spiritual blood is very poor, and they
bave a religious numbaess. They think that
they love souls whea they only sigh over them.
They think they pity the poor when they weep
over their sorrows. They think they are over-
coming self when they are so indolent that
nothing disturbs them.

They may deceive themselves as they will,
they are not following Christ when they refuse
to work for Him. Bare negativeqgpodness is
not enough, but a life of positive boliness is re-
quired. Such a life does not consist in merely
going to the church on the Sabbath and to the
regular week-day meetings, with byman-book,
prayer-book, or Bible for breast-plate, inscrib-
ed * Bebold !” To take, with bumble mien, the
busy streets that others also may lay aside the
cares of life and follow in their footsteps. To
teach in Mission school on Saturday and Sab-
bath school on Sunday, when, by so doing, they
gratify their patural inclinations; to put on
otber good deeds like phylacteries ; all these are
only a small, if any, part of the Christ-likeness
of life.

If they bave trifled with Christianity long
enough, and desire to find the plane of the
higher life, and bave Christ dwell in them, they
have simply to open the door of the beart. It
opens from tbhe inside.

They say that they want him there, but we
wonder if they do actually want him constantly
by; constantly looking into their thoughts and
life; want bim to go with them to the kitchen,
the nursery, and when they ‘‘run in to seea
neighbor.” Of course they know that God sees
them now, but, somebow, they feel that be sees
from a distance, and does not notice the little
things.

1f they really want the Presence, it is only
bid bim make the beart his temple; study to
know his will from the only true source, his
Word ; listen to his voice, and follow his com-
mands and they will thus show their faith by
their works; that they have the pure religion
of the Bible, instead of a conglomerate taken
trom Kempis, Madame Guyon, Baxter, Sweden-
borg, Murray, Beecher, Max Mueller, Bush-
nell, Dora Greenwell and Mrs. Palmer.— St

Louis Advocate.

As a shoemaker makes shoes, and a tailor
coats, 30 should a Christian pray. Prayer is
the Christian's business.

must enter upon our
)

Tue Gates of Heaven are low-arched, we
knees.)

with pleasure ; bis views of our work had be-
come greatly enlarged, and be would recall the
names of persons and places with increased
satisfaction. He retired amid the applause of
the Conference, and bas left behind him a
Christian fragrance which will long remain in
the mind of the Conference.

On resuming the consideration of the Com-
mittee’s reports, on motion they were adopted.
The Conference proceeded to the
ELECTION OF BOOK STEWARD AND KEDITOR.

The Book Steward's term of office baving
expired, be was re-elected by a vote that was
unanimous, except a few scattering votes.

Mr. Rose expressed his thankfulness tor the
renewed expression of their confidence in the
management of the Book-Room. He asked
for their belp and co-operation in the future.
He bad during the past few years extra work
in baving the charge of the Sunday-school
publications, and hoped they would this year
give him assistance in this work.

The election of Editor was this year attend-
ed with more than ordinary interest, on ac-
count of the bitter aud ungenerous attacks
made on the Editor, in the Toronto Mail and
Leader, and which had been renewed during
the present session of Conference. These
papers demanded his expulsion from the Edi-
torship, because his vote at the recent election
bad been displeasing to them. Except to
deny that he bad in any instance canvassed for
or agamst either candidate, Mr. Dewart re-
mained silent, sod did not use the Guardian
to defend himself against any of these attacks,
though the temptation to do so must have been
at times rather strong. Ol course, there were
some within the Conference who were willing
to t'ake advantage of this side issue to bring
forward another candidate for editor. The
strength of the opposition to the present editor
gathered around the Rev William Scott. Mr.
Dewart was however, re-elected on the first
ballot by a large majority ot votes. With the
exception of & few scattering votes, the result
of the ballot was, A. Sutherland 28, W. Scott
69, E. H. Dewart 234. This vote was not cast
on political grounds; but on the principle that
the editor’s editorial management of the paper.
and not his private political convictiors, should
govern the action of the Conterence in his ap-
pointment. The result ot the vote called forth
strong expressions of approbation.

On being called upon for a speech, Mr. De-
wart briefly addressed the Conference. He
said it was superfluous to say that he fully ap-
preciated this expression of the kiodness and
confidence of the Conference, as there was
nothing he so highly esteemed as the affection
of his brethren. He could not go so fer ag to
say that be was equally thankful to those who
voted against bim ; but be could say that be did
not cherish any bard feeling against those who
voted in opposition to him. Ile believed in
the right of private judgment in these matters.
Some of his predecessors in the editorship may
bave brought to their work grester ability than
be, but none had s more sincere desire to do
right, to conduct the paper impartiallv towards
individuals, in relation to public questions, and
loyally to the principles of Methodism. Tbe
Guardian was not his paper, but that of the
Cburch. He was not the editor merely of
those whose votes elected bim, but of the#
whole ; and be expected all to belp in sustain-
ing and extending the circulation of the Guar-

dian. There never was a time in which the
circulation of sound religious literature was

theories of infidelity were finding their way to

more needed than now. The nnoeriptnnl'

for the g year.

The Rev. Dr. Taylor asked permission to
accept an appointment from the Dominion
Goverpment, that be should proceed to the
British Isles, to lay before the higher classes

and sons of toil the advantages of emigrationg

to Canada, and set forth the resources of this
great country.

Dr. Ryerson moved, seconded by Rev. Mr.
Willoughby, that the request be granted. The
President spoke in strong terms untavorable to
the proposal. Rev. G. R. Sanderson thought
it was no ordinary appointment, and that it
would contribute to the best interests of the
country and the cburch. Rev. Jobn Gemley
advocated the appointment. Dr. Jeffers was
favorable to the proposal. Dr. Douglas ap-
proved of the proposal, but was doubttul of the
propriety of the appointment of one who had
been sacredly set apart to the work of the
ministry. He thought, however, that as there
were many permissions of a similar kind
granted by the Conterence, the one now before
us ought to be accepted.

The motion was carried on beiog put irom
the chair.

Dr. Ryerson was appointed to take the place
of the Rav. Jobn Gemley on the Committee tor
the investment « certain Contingent Fund
moneys.

The following report from the Committee
appointed by the 1-st Conterence, on ““Fire
Insurauce of Connexional property,” was sub-
mitted for - consideration :—The Committee
have bad under consideration the several plans
suggested ; and after careful enquiry they beg
to submit the following plan ot insurance for
churches, parsonages, and ministers’ effects.
The plan is based on the provisions of an act
passed in 1873, lidating and ding
the laws relating to the Mutual Fire Insurance
Cowpanies in the Province of Ontario.

1. The orgauization of a Church and Parso-
nage Mutual Fire Insurance Company, for the
insurance of Connexional property, and the
moveable and other effects of our ministers.

2. That a bead office be opened within the
bounds of Ontario, and, if found advisable, a
branch or agency in each Annual Conference.

3. That classification of risks and tarifl of
rates be prepared, and definite premiums
charged, payable by cash and in premium
notes, such notes to cover the premium and no
more.

After payment of losses and necessary ex-
penses, that the balance be invested as a Re-
serve Fund; and when such Reserve Fund
shall amount to $20,000, that the interest accru-
ing thereon be annually paid over to the Gene-
ral Confereate, as an acknowledgement for the
services of the Ministers, in lieu of paid agents,
to assist such Connexional objects as said Con-
ference may deterniine.

5. In order to facilitate the organization of
such company, it is recommended further :

That the plan, tte above Act, and blank
forms for proposed insurance, be printed and
sent to our ministers tor the use of all Trustee
Boards :

That each Superintendent be rcquested to
consult all the Trustee Boards on his circuit or
mission, obtain such proposals for insurance as
be may be able, and report to the Insurance
Committee on or before the first of September
next.

That a meeting of ministers and representa-
tives from boards proposing to insure, be called
to meet in ———— on or before the second
Wednesday of September next, for the organ-
ization ot the company provided in the above
Act.

That a committee of three be appointed by
the Conference. by whom all the preliminaries
shall be arranged and the above meeting called.

It is believed that this Act opens the way for
a safe ard economical insurance of our con-
nexional property; that in insuring only our
own property we shall avo'd the bazardous
risks of ordinary companies, and. have our
churches and parsonages more conveniently and
generally insured ; and that baving to pay only
actual losses and mecessary expenses, such a
reserve fund will be gradually accumulated as
will prove an effectual guarantee to insurers,
and afford important aid to the various interest
ot our church.

The report, aft ~ considerabie discussion,
was, on motion, rec-ived, and remitted to the
Annual Conferences.

The total value of church and parsonage pro-
perty is about $3.300,000,

A scheme for the establishment of a Wes-
leyan Ministers’ Mutual Insurance Company,
guarsnteeing to widows of deceased ministers
the sum of $1,000, elicited lengthened discus-
sion, and was referred back to the association
for re-consideration.

EIGL [H DAY.
Tuvrspay, June 11,

Selected from the (Guardian :—Mr. Keough
read the report of the Compensation Fund
| Committee, providing for the psyment, by
| ministers from other churches, ot such sums
into the connexional funds as will entitle them
to An equal share with their brethren ia the
benefits ot the funds. The entire scheme was
remitted to the General Conference for further
disposition.
| The Secretary read the report of the Chil-
dren's Fund Committee. Tne receipts for the
year were $24 144, and the payments were

23,977, leaving a balance in the Treasurer's
hands of $368. The number ot children on
the fund is 952, the allowauce (or each child
being $26 per year, and the rate on the mem-
bersbip of the chuich is 35 cents por capita,
The report was adopted.

The Rev. Dr. Wood moved that the Confer-
ence empower the chairman of the British Col-
umbia district to confer the right ot ordination
on Cornelius Bryant. The mofion was unusual,
but was accounted for by the peculiarity of the
circumstances—the distance from the seat of
Conference, and the loss ot time involved in
the journey being reasons appareotly sufficient
to justity the departure from long established
usage.

Drs. Green, John Ryerson, R. Joses and
others spoke strongly against the motion. Rev.
James Elliot, J. A. Williams, the editor, and
others favored the motion. The President
ruled the motion out of order.

On motion, the Rev. Wm. H. Withrow, M
A., was appointed to the editorship of the San-
day-school publications, under the direction of
the Book Committee.

A presentation of a beautifully framed
group, in photographs, of the young men new-
ly ordsined, and also ot the President of the
Conference, was made to the President this day
at noon.

Leave was granted to Rev. Jno. Burwash,
M.A., to labor in the Sackville Academy, N.
B., as classical teacher tor the ing year.

The address to the Eastern British American
Conterence was read and adopted.

Rev. E. B. Harper moved that Conference
should anthorize the Book Steward to donate
to Mr. Cornish, McClintock and Strong's
Cyclopeedia for his services as Journal Secre-
tary. Carried.

A strongly expressed resolution on Tem-
perance and Prohibition was read and cordially
adopted.

Rev. G. A. Gifford was received from the
Primitive Methodist body into full standing
with the Conterence.

A resolution, ding the claims of the
Evangetical Alliance and committing the Con-
ference to its objects and interests, was cordial-
ly concurred in by the Conference.

By vote of Conference it was resolved that
the first General Conicrence will hold its ses-
sions in the Metro,olitan Church, Toronto,
during the month of September next.

The report of the Contingent Fund Com-
mittee was read and adopted. The sum total
from all sources was $7,979, showing an in-
‘crease of $600 over last year. The income
from this Fund is chiefly allotted towards poor
circuits in new and destitute settlements

throughout the country.

It was announced that the increase of the
present year, over that ot last year, in the mis-
sionary income, is about $7,000 —making the
missionary receipts to exceed $115,000.

On motion, it was resolved that the Annual
Confereaces meet this evening in three of the
Chburches of this city, for the purpose of or-
gaoizing.

The Conference held religious services prior
to its close, in which several of the senior min-
isters took part. The President pronounced
the benediction, and closed the most important,
and oce of the most hsrmonious Conferences
ever held by the Wesleyan ministers.

MEETING OF THE ANNUAL CON-
FERENCES.

Seldom has important changes taken place so
quietly as those that were introduced at the
late Hamilton Conference. It was the inten-
tion at one time that after the meetings of tbe
Annual Conferences, all the ministers should
unite in a farewell religious service, before
finally breaking up. But the pressure of busi-
ness did not permit this. The parting prayer-
meeting, in which tbe Revs.*Jobn Ryerson and
John Carroll led the Conference in prayer,
was specially solemn and affecting. The
thought was present to every mind, that they
should all never meet again oa earth. On
Thursday evening, according to arrangement,
the three Conferences met to organize, sppoint
their chairman, and elect their representatives
to the General Conference.

TORONTO CONFERENCE.

The Toronto Conference met in Joba-street
Charch, and elected the Rev Dr. Wood, Pre-
sident; Rev. John Shaw, Secretary ; and Rev.
E. H. Dewart, member of the Transfer- Com
mittee. On pomination of the Presideat, Dr.
Green was appointed member of the Missionary
Board, under the new arrangement. A resolu-
tion, commendiog the Whitby Ladies’ College
to the taver of the Toronto Confereace, was
adopted. After appointing the Chairmaa of
Districts, the following were elected by baliot
as the representatives to the General Confer-
ence: Revs. E. Wood, D.D., Jobn Potts, A.
Green, D.D., E. Ryerson, D.D, 8. Rose, E.

man, M.A., member of the Transter Committe o
After appointing the Chairman, the 1.!lowing
rethren were appointed delegates to the first
yeneral Conference: The Revs. J. A. Wil
liams, Dr. Rice, Dr. Evans, James Gray, G.
R. Sanderson, R Fowler, Alex. Langford, J,
C. Slater, £ B. Ryekman, M.A., W_R. Park-
er, M.A_, C. Lavell, M A, James Preston, T.
Costord, John Wakefield, W. S Griffin, F.
Berry, Isaac B. Howard, G. N. Dickson,
James Grabam, C. 8. Eby, Wm. Stepbenson,
Alfred Andrews, Asabel Hurlburt, and R. J.
Forman. Tte next aonusl meeting of this
Conference is to be held in the town ot Brant-
ford, on the first Wednesday in June, 1875.
MONTREAL CONPERENCE,

The members of the Mootreal Conterence
met in the Centenary Church, and elected the
Rav. James Elliott, President; Rev. Wm.
Scott; Secretary; Rev. Dr. Douglas, member
of the Transter Committee, and Rev Geo.
McRitchie, member of the Missionary Board.
After appointing the chairmen by ballot, whose
names appear in the list of statioas, the follow-
ing brethren were elected representatives to
the General Conference: Revs. James Elliost,
Dr. Douglas, W. Scott, A. Sutherland, W. J.
Hunter, R Whiting, Wm. Hall, Geo. McRit-
chie, H. F. Bland, W. 8. Blackstock, George
H. Davis, W. Hansford, W. McGill, T. W.
Constable, Jobn Borland, W. English, R. M.
Hammood, and J. W. Sparling. The next
aopusl meeting of the Montreal Conference
was appainted to be beld ia the city of King-
ston, on the third Wednesday in June, 1875.
A Conterence Special Committee was also ap-
pointed by each of the Annual Conterences.

Rxvriciox is an- insurance agaiost fire in the
next world, for which truthtulness and honesty
are the best policies.

dﬁiﬁiury.
SUDDEN DEATHS.

Oa the 24th of March last, the town of Burin,
Newfoundland, was thrown into consternation
by the sudden removal from earth of three
youag men, sons of Bro. John Bearley, Sr., of
Burin Bay. The brothers John, l:aac, Ricbard
and Joseph, left their bome in the morning to
procure wood at a meighboring cove. They

ded in their object, and were returuing
when the boat containing the wood fille¢ with
water, upset, and all were thrown into the sea
Richard managed to climo upon the bottom of
the boat and was rescued in this way, but the
otber three sank below the surface of the
waters. Before going down the youn , men in
the water spoke to their brother upon tbe bot-
tom of the boat as il he wae to be saved, and
of themselves as if their time to die bad come.
They sent affectionate messages to th.ir aged
parents and friends. The elder biother, Joba.
had s wite and two iittle children, a most inter-
esting family, and to these he sent wcrds of
touching farewell. Al.cr considerable exertion
the bodies were recovered from the deep and
prepared for burial. On the Sabbaib v: the
funeral a larg e concourse of people followed the
remains of the three brothers to the grave, all
denominations in town uniting i~ this token of
respect and sympathy. The writer endeavored
to improve the sad event by nreaching irom
Job 9, 12. Brother and sister Bearley were
divinely sustained in this the great trial of their
lives, their calmness and resignation were a
wonder to us alir 3

The week following the above mournful
occurrence, another of our people, Thomas
Moulton of Great Burin, whs accidentally shot
dead by his brother. This fourth sudden
death d d the impr already made
upon the community, men see more clearly than
ever that * in the midst of life we are in
death.”

We do not sorrow as those without bope.
It is our bappiness to know that our deaeased
brethren loved the Lord Jesus Christ, that
they were, with one exception, members ot our
charch and regularly met in class. We doubt
not but though absent from the body, they are
present with the Lord; our loss is their gain.

God calls away His people and yet carries
on his wortk. We feel the sudden deaths re-
corded to be loud appeals to us. Severalpf
the unsaved bave been led by these afflictive
dispensations of Providence to join our church
and set out for heaven, may the number in-
crease more and more. G. Fonsey.

Halifaz, June 19th, 1874.

Daxizr FErcuson of Guysboro’ Intervale,
the subject of this notice, was converted to
God in the year 1831, under the ministry of
the late Rev. William Smith, at that time ear-
nestly and successfully labouring on the Guys-
boro’ circuit. Bro. Ferguson was one of the
enterprising and bard working mean of the early
time, but one whose zeal in the cause of God
was in keeping with his diligence in worldly
pursuits. In 1849, by sickness improperly
treated, his constitution was destroyed; and
for the last 25 years, much of the time confined
to the house, sod often suffering severcly. he
was laid aside from all active work. Yet
for all this his faith failed not, nor did be for-
get to call upon the Lord in the day of trouble.
And as the Psalmist, so be found *‘ God is our
retuge and streagth, s very present belp in
trouble.” He was always interested in ihe re-
ligious state of the commuonity. A greater por-
tioz of Sabbath, April 26th, be spent in prayer
to God for the spiritual improvement of the

H. Dewart, W. H. Poole, John Shaw, N. R.'
Willougbby, Jobn G. Laird, D. C. MeDowell, |
J. W. McCallum, J. E. Betts, J. Bredin, E.|
B. Harper, M.A., Dr. Nelles,. Prof. N. Bur-
wash, R. Jones, James Brock, Edwin Clement,
William Briggs, K. Creighton and Willism
Irwin. The next annual meeting of the Tor-
onto Conference is to be beld in the town oli
Picton, on the second \Vednesday of June,
1875,
THE LONDON GONFERENCE.

The members of the Lé ‘on Confereace met

in King-street Cburch. The Rev. Jobn A.]

Gray, Secretary ; and the Rev. E. B, Ryck-

Williams was elected President ; the Rev. James

people ot bis neighborhood. In his desire for
Zion's welfare, forgetful of the weakness ot his
body be took cold, and immediately was ery
sick. Tuesday be ecould speak but little.
Wednesday his voice improved, and we learnt
be was bappy in the love of God waiting pa-
tiently the end. That evening. Wedn~sday
April 29th, at 9 o'clock, in the 73rd year of his
age, he died withont 2 struggle or a groan,
quietly falling asleep in Jesus.
Luosas D. Harr.
e o~

HALr HEARTED service is poor servise.
« And whatsoever ye do, do it beartily as to
the Lord, and not unto men.”




