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Original Communications.,

SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE OF ORIGINAL SIN.*

« ()f man's first disobedience, and the fruit
Of that farbidden tree, whose mortul tuste ]
Brought death iato the world, and all our woe."—Milton.
 ParorosiTion 2.— The souls of all mankind are in
this deplorab’e condition.—We have nlready seen that
bhuman nature is entirely carrupt.  OQur present pro-
position asserts that all are corrupt. It will be grant-
ed, we presume, that all the human race parucipate
one qommon nature. ¢See Acts xix. 20.) But
that nMure is totally polluted ; therefore all are pol-
luted. It will, we suppose, be allowed also that
death is the consequence of sin. (Sce Romans v. 12
—14.) Butall die ; it follows therefore that all are
sinful. But “to the law and to the testimony.”
With respect tothe Antediluvians, itis written, Gene-
sis vi. 12, that, * God looked upon the garth, and be-
hold it was corrupt ; for all flesh had corrupted his
way upon the earth.” The term ““earth” in the for-
mer part of the verse is, by a common figure, put for
its inhabitants, a)l of whom were ¢ corrupt,”’—cor-
rupt in nature. But the Intter part of it regards the
practice of sin,—* all flesh had corrupted Ais way
upon the earth.””  Psalm xiv. 2, 3, supports this po-
sition. ¢ T'he Lord looked down from heaven upon
the children of men, to see if there were any that did
understand, and seek God. ‘T'hey are all gone aside,
they are altozether become filthy, there is none that
doeth good, no not one.” ‘I'he Almighty is here re-
presented as inspecting the principles and practices
of the human race ; and the result of the Divine in-
spection is this : *“'They are all gonc asilde, they are
‘altogcther become filthy, there is none that doeth
good, no not one.” Romans iiic 10—12, i3 a quota-
tion from the above passage, and adduced by St.
Paul to prove the universal sinfulness of man : Itis
therefore strongly to the point. T'he text affirms
that, ¢ There is none rerhteous, no no! one.” ‘That
‘“ there is none that understandeth.” Thut ¢ thereis
none that seeketh after God.”” That  they nre all
gone out of theway.” 'That * they are alloget'ier be-
come unprofitable.” ‘That * there is none that doeth
gond, no, not one.” Isaiah attests thesame truth. Chap-
ter liii. 6, he says, ‘“ All we, like sheep, have gone
astray: we have turned eyery one to hisown way; and
the Lord hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all.”
I'he plain doctrine of this text is, Al have gone
astray from God both in Aeart and life, and Christ
bhath died for all.  Again: chap. Ixiv. 6, he »says,
*“ But we are all as un unclean thing, and all our
righteousnesses are as filthy rags! and we do all fade
as a leaf.”  ‘Thitis a melancholy, but true deserip-
tion of the hinman race. Al are polluted, and all are
mortal.  Rowans iii. 19, assures us that ¢ all the
woirld” is ¢ ;rutlty” before God.  And verse 224, as-
scrts that ¢ 2l have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God.””  Romans v. 12, deelares that ¢ death
has passed upon all men, for that all have sinncd.”
Aud verse 13th aflirms that ¢ by the oflence of one
judgment came upon all men to condemination.” 2
Corinthians v. 14, testifies the same truth. ¢ For the
love of Christconstraineth us ; because we thus judge,
that it one died for all, then were all dead.”” ¢ Dead
in trespasses aud sing.”  Galatians jii. 22 speaks to
the same cffict. ¢ But the scripture hath concluded
allundef sin.?  And St. Jobn, 1 Epistle, chapter v,
verse 8, adds, ““ And we know that we are of God,
and the whole world lieth in wickedness.”” ‘Ihese
plain scripture quotations will, we feel persuaded,
convinee every unprejudiced reader that the propo-
sition before him is true : thaf total impurity of na-
S i3 the unalienable inheritance of every human
Leing.
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ProrosiTion 8.— The corruption of all men is na-
tural and hereditary : In other words, Man is born
polluted, and derives his pollution from his parents.—.
lo proof of this proposition we offer the following
scriptures: Genesis v. g, 1€ Apd Adam lu‘zggn a son in
his own likeness, after his image.” This passage
cannot possibly refer to the configuration of the body.
Moses could never intend to amuse mnnkn.nd h_y in-
forming them that Adam begat a man, notan irrational
animal. Neither could he purposc assuring them
that Adam transmitted to Scth a pure nature ; fop
that was not * his image.”” But he evidently intend.
ed to teach them that Adam imparted to his children
pollution of soul and mortality of body, as well as ex-
istence , for these were emphatically ¢ his own like-
ness.” Genesis viii. 21, ¢ For the imagination of
man’s heart is evil from his youth.” The word here
rendered ‘¢ youth” signifies childhood and infancy,
all the earlicr years from the birth. The former of
thess passages speaks of man before, and the latrer
speaks of man immediately after, the flood ; and the
both assert his natural, hereditary corruption. Jo
ji.12. ¢ Vain man would be wise, though man be
born like a wild ase’s colt.” This text exhibits the
natural condition of mman. He is ‘¢ born the colt of
a wild ass !”  Again, Job xiv. 4, ¢ Who can briog s
clean thing out of an unclean ? Not one.” The
word thing is not in the original ; person is obviously
understnod. The question then is, Can parents de-
filed and guilty, transmit purity as well as being to
their offspring ? ‘The ncgative to this question, *“ Not
one,” shows the thing to be impossible. And, again,
Job xv. 14, ¢ What is man that he should be clean ?
and he that is born of a woman that he should be
righteous ?”* The remarkable rendering of the Seven-
ty is as follows : * Who shall be clean from filth ?
Not one ; even though his life on carth be n single
day.” Psalmli:5, ¢ Behold { was shapen i iniquity ;
and in sin did my mother conceive me.” This text
plainly asserts that human nature is corrupt before
birth,—that its pollution is coeval with its existence,
—and that the impurity of children is derived from
their parents. Psalm Iviii. 8, ¢ The wicked are es-
tranged from the womb, thcy go astray as soon as
they are lLiorn, speaking lies.” ‘They are alienated
from God * from the womb ;" and they go astray
from their very birth. Proverbs xxii. 15, « Foolish-
ness ia bound in the heart of achild.”” Utter indispo-
sitition to good, and a strong propensity to evil is
deeply rooted in the inmost nzture of every ¢ child.”
They are fustened to this spirit as by strong cords ; 80
the original imports. John iii. 6, ¢ That which is
born of the flesh is flesh.””  Our Lord here teaches us
that we are ‘ born” with impure natures ; and that
we tnherit our impurity from our parents. Ephesians
ii. 3, “ And were by nature children of wrath even as
others.” finful, and liable to punishment ; notin-
deed by bad education, or by bad example, or both,
but * by nature.” Some of these pnssages taken
singly prove the proposition ; but taken together,
they exhibit it in a prominent light, and demonstrate
it beyond reasonable debate.  They teach us to traee
our pollution to our birth and conception ; that we
derived it from our parents, and that they derived it
from theirs ; and so onward, till we arrive at the
original pair. ‘

Prorositiox 4. — This total, univerzal, heredilary sm-
purily eriginated with Jdam and Eve, aur greal pro-
genilors.—'L'he original state of our firet parents wass
state of holiness and happiness ; but its perpetuity de-
;‘)t:nded upon their continual obedience. Under the in-
fiuence of the temptation of Satan they transgressed
thelawof their Maker. und thereby forfeited both their
purity and felicity. ‘I'he penalty of the law w hic
thiey violated was death : they died therefore. Theis
bodies were suljected to pain and dissolution ; their
souls were separated from God and holiness ; and
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