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year.,” And then,
Hamilton could promise to do &o,
His Lordship added rather sadly:
“It is not eansy to bs brother to &
eaint.”

Early the next afternoon Father
Hamilton went to ses his eister—or
rather he went to her house to get
another glimpee of Bernard—, After
Mrs. Burke had related several little
domestic mishaps, he went to the
railing of the veranda and for a

betore Father | knowledge and gauge my conscious,

|

minute or two watched Bernard toil- |

somely weeding » bed of geraniums
and then, turning toward Mrs, Burke

| ie logical, namely, that my ability to

\

he nsked, as disinterestedly as he |

could :

‘ How ie your saint getting on ?”

“Oh, I suppose he is doing fairly
well. Do tell me more about the
foreign Bishop's visit. Is he very
high and mighty and awe-inspiring?
You heard, didn't you, that he is o
born aristocrat ?"'

“He's no more high and mighty
and aristocratic than Bernard him-
gelf,” Father Hamilton said.

And Mrs. Burke laughed lightly at
his little pleasantry.—Florence Gil
more in the Ave Maria.
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RETREATS

POR THE LAITY

Among the Englieh-speaking Cath-
olio laity, Closed Retreats have not
yet quite lost their novelty ; among
some cthere, they are an institution
that savors almost of antiquity;
among all who know them and
understand their scope, they are in
high honor. The object of the Closed
Retreat is to bring home to the
earnest soul in a clear and effective
manner & keen realization of its
dependence upon God, the Creator,
Redeemer, Sanctifier, Remunerator,
of the soul ; for, from this realization
will spring, on the part of the soul,
those high - resolves and noble
purposes which beseem a being
created, redeemed, sanctified, and
urged onward to lofty achievements,
a8 God has disposed with regard to
man.

Thoughtlessness is one of the
banes of our day. Unthinking words
gore gouls and throw them into an
agony of pain; unthinking deeds
destroy property and even human
life itself. The current phrase. "' I
didn't think,” or, " I didn't mean to
do it,” may often save one from
moral respongibility, but the material
harm done to self or to others may
eagily transcend computation. The
Closed Retreat develops one's ability
to think aright and to think, not
gspasmodically and at odd intervals,
but as a matter of course in all the
important affairs of life.

The order of the universe is a fact,
a reality, which, after a moment’s
reflection, strikes every mind. The
course along which the earth and
the other planets wheel at a speed
the thought of which dumbfounds
us, the regular succeesion of the
seasong with their vperiods of
promiee, of progress, and of fulfil-
ment, and the birth, growth, and
death of the members of the animal
kingdom, all proceed, of fhemselves,
in an orderly and well regulated
manner, according to law and rule.
This same :harmonicus progress
ghould be descried in the moral
order, for God is the Author of all
things that are, and He could not
be unmindful of them and of their
development on lines in keeping
with their respective natures.

I am aware that my will is free. How
glibly sosver men may mouth about
the matter, my inmost consciousness
tells me that I am master in my
own castle : that, however, man may
bind my limbs, my will remaing in
her queenly dignity infinitely beyond
the control of prison bars and chains.
I am aware, too, of my ability to
disturb the harmony of the meral
rder. Possibly, I am aware thet, in
many ways of greater or less impor-
tance, 1 have actually laid meddle-
some and insolent hands on that
moral order which God would have
ever in His own kesping, wlthout
mar or blemish to detract from its
gpiritual attractiveness and charm.
The Closed Retreat comes to restore,
or to establieh more solidly, in my
goul that moral order which God
bas ordained. That order regards
myeelf, my neighbor, my God.

On the brightest of summer days,
when the eky is cloudless, when the
aspen leaf barely quivers in the list-
less air, and the highway lies gesp
ing under a carpet of impalpable
dust, a few hurrisd steps will raise
a cloud that suffices to hide fleld
and forest and beaten way, and bring
on a temporary partial eclipse of the
gun, The familiar objects are hard
by, yet they are not perceived. So
on life's highway. Hurried and
thoughtless steps may envelop us
in a gpecies of :moral hezs and
uncerfainty which, for the
may conceal from us what is plain
to the thinker, and deprive us of the
help of those baacons and landmarks
that should be our guides.

Since God has made me a free,
moral agent, it is eminently proper
and in keeping with my nature to
depend upon His Law ; because, as
we read in Proverbs, "' the command-
ment i# a lamp, and the Iaw a light,
and reproofs of instruction are the
way of life.” This followe from my
ability te understind and recognize
moral right and wreng; for thias
ability of mine ia a clsar Indication
that God, the Creator and Lawgiver,
expects me to understand and recog-
nize such moral right and wrong,
and, moreover, to profit by my
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responsible actions by that knowl-
edge. By complying with this obyi-
ous requirement, I am not only
demeaning myself in a manner
striotly in keeping with my highest
and noblest natural qualities, but
I am also laying up a sepirituasl
treasure, since all notion of merit
ne far as I am concerned, hinges on
my untrammelled free will. From
this there follows an immediate con-
sequence, which is ne dieturbing as it

merit connotes, in the game breath,
my ability to incur the Divine dis-
and deserve punishment,
All the foregoing would follow, even
it I were the only member of the
buman family now livipg on the face
of the earth,

But who and where is he who is
not thrown into more or less inti

To some he must look up as to men
n certain authority
deference
and obedience in all things reason
in accordance with the
In

them the ordinary dnties of social
intercourse, not forgetting charity
and good example. And there are
gtill othere who are in some way
inferior to him and subject fo his
authority, such ae children, servants,
and employees in general; he owes
them patience, wise supervieion, dis-
creet zeal, _Finally, when ull is said
and done, we can sum up the whole
doctrine in a single word: Man's
accountability alwaye regarde, direct-
ly or indirectly, Almighty God in His
capacity as Sovereign Lawgiver; for
God, as such, has a Divine claim
upon man's fealty; and the same

Divine authority commends that
man's neighbor be respected in his |
person, his property, his good name. |

Thise multitude of duties, for it
truly constitutes a multitude of rela.
tions and dependencies, even in the
lite of an obscure individual, is truly !
formidable; for in it are wrapped up |
the success or the failure of a life, |
and, as may well bappen, the happi
ness or the wretchedness of few m-}
many people.

* With deeolation is the land made I
desolate, because there is*none that J
congidereth in the heart.” The
prophet laments the evil while he |
pointe out the remedy. Spiritual
desclation is the logical result of o |
want of serious reflection; and this
same serious reflection will rid the
land of the curee, and will cauge it to
smile once more with the flowers of |
promise and the precioua fruits of |
true, conscientious fulfilment of
man's threefold dutiee.

Serious reflection, with the world
and its pleasures and triale kept for
a time at a distance—this is the
Closed Retreat. Who gives the |
Retreat? The Holy Spirit, the:
Enlightener and Sanoctifier. He |
works through the instrumentality
of one who is present to advise, to
hearten. He who makes the Closed |
Retreat should be like the young
Samuel, when his esrs were first
oPened to the Divine Veice: "Spask
Lord, for Thy servant heareth.”

Those who have been the firat to |
broach the project of & Closed |
Retreat in a locality where the
precious advantages'of this means of |
grace ware, at best, somewhat hazily
understood, have been met, at|
times, with indiffsrence and suspic
iousnees, if not open hostidty.
But where they have succesefally
overcoma such opposition and bhave |
placed this means of heavenly
reflaction within the reach of the
hungering isithful, those who wers, |
at the outsel, most indifferent have
often been prompted, by the spiritual
harvest that they witnessed, to bless
God, the Giver of every good and
perfect ,gifé, and to make energetic |
efforts to secure for many others the
opportunity of enjeying and profit.
ing by that source of manifold bless-
ings, the Closed Retreat.

HENRY J, SWIFT, S. J.

COLERGY HELP TO RESTORE IRISH
INDUSTRY

CURATE OF KILLOE RE-ESTABLISHES

SPINNING WHEELS ON PAYING BASIS
By N. C. W. C, News Service

Dublin, May 25.—In initiating
sohemes for matarial and social bet
terment, the Catholic clergy are
taking a foremost part. The feature
of the agricultural show just held in
Dublin wae an exhibition illustrating
the domestic preparation of flax and
wool gpun on the old cottage spin-
ning wheels and woven into cloth on
the old cottage looms. The women
who gave this digplay in home indus
tries came from Killoe, a village in
County Langtord. Some of them
were eighty years of age. Not only
did they epin and weave, but they
danced., The hall where the exhibi-
tion was held was visited by thou-
gands. So great was the rush to see
the work of these peasants that many
wera unable to gain admiesion. This
exhibition has given & wonderful
gtimulus to the revival of home
industries and has brought the spin-
ning wheel, which bad almost disap
psared, into vogue eagain. Who
planned and promoted this enter.
prise ? Rev. Peter Conefrey, the
curate of Killoe. He has established
the industry upsn a paying basis in
his parish, where thera are now 129
wheels at work, as com-
pared with only nine two years ago.
Father Conefrey was# unanimously
voted the highest award and the
Royal Dablin Sociefy's geld medal
for the excellent work he has done in
promoting and encouraging this
important Irish countryside industry,

| Theological exactnees is r

| earth.

No greater tribute than this was paid

to any exhibitor at the show. Priests
in many other parishes are following
the practical example set by Father
Conefrey.
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A PRIEST

A babe on tha breast of his mother

Reclinen in the valley of love,

And emiles like a beautifal lily,

Caressed by the raye above.

A child at the knee of his mother,

Who is counting her decades
prayer,

Discovers the cross of her chaplet,

And kisees the sufferer there.

of

A boy with a rogary kneeling
Alone in the temple of God,

And begging the wondertul favor
To walk where the crucified trod.

A student alone in his study,
With pallid and innoocent face ;
He raises his head from the pages
And lists to the murmur of grace.

A cleric with mortified features
Studious, humble and still

In every motion a meaning,

In every action a will.

A man at the foot of the altax

A Chrigt at the foot of the croes,
Where every loss is a profit

And every gain is a lose.

A deified man on & mountain,
Hie arms uplifted and spread-
With one he is raising the living
With one he is loosing the dead.
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THE SACRED HEART

P —

It ise now almost two hundred and
fitty years eince the three great
revelations of Divine Love were
made to Blessed Margaret Mary.
The world-wide devotion fto the
Sacred Heart and the efficacy of such
devotion have constituted testi
meonies for the divine source of these
revelations which seemed conclusive
to multitudes of pious eouls long
before the final word of Holy Church.

Catholicism, save

| and hence Selected Rationalism

| God's grace
c ", 10 i o1 | 2 2
was of course no question l_l“l. me | weighing
labyrinth of

Oonfidence in the promises made to |

our saint has been & regenerating
influence in the

world and has |

sanciified millions of souls. There |
has been guch a winsomenees about |
devotion to the Sacred Heart that it |
has succeeded where other devotions |

Love has an irresistible charm.
could conquer the world it
were enough of it among men.
word of God has so declared
Christ has demonstrated His power
to draw all men of goodwill to Him

It
there

ihe

| have failed to touch hardened hearts. |
| revealed,

it they can only be made to know |

Him. He has loved men unto death,
yea, the death of the croes. “‘And
greater love than thie no'man hath

than that he lay down his life for his |

friends.” He lives

in His Church, |

sharing with His disciples the secret |

of His power to win men's hearts.
He vitalizes all
the Church and abides in the Bleessed
Sacrament of the Altar. His tender
golicitude for needy humanity beams
in the eye of the priestly priest and

is evident in the tireless ministra- |

tione of consecrated nune. Poor

humanity not only blesses the hand |

that ministers, but glorifies the Lord
who inspires such ministrations
when i! comprehends that Hs is the
foeuntain head of holy love,

The failures of the Gospel
been due as often to the inadeq
of its exposition and exemplifi
a8 to the hardnese of men's heartu.

have

1088 impor-

tant, but it may be barren of results

if there be none of that fire which |

the Lord came to cast upon

gecuring for every age the treasures
of Redemption, but it does not draw
to the fountains of living waters
those who thirset if they have not yet
learned where refreshment is to be
found.

Love is the test of Christians as
well as the fundamental law of the
Gospel. ''‘By this will all men know
that you are My dieciples, if you have
love one for another.” Thousands
call themselves Christians who 0.
not measure up to such a standard.
Love is a scandal o many even of
thoes who are as exact in the observ-
ance of the Christian law as the
Pharisses were in the observance of
the Jewish law. Théy are ashamed
of love and make outward conduct
their supreme concern. They may
win the esteem of men but their
professiong are in the ears of heaven
like “sounding braes and a tinkling
oymbal.,” Good works without love
are a8 dead as faith without good
works.

Tothe obtuse mind of the worldling

| love is one of the pdaseing emotions

of its ephemeral life, To the genuine
Christian alone it appears in ils true
character as the most essential and
moet elemenial faoulty of the human
goul. In so far as a man can love he
is like unto God, and he ceases 8o be
even human when he ceases to love.
He begins to deteriorate when he
concentrates so divine a faculty
upon anything lesa than God. He
will fail in his quest for love where
love is not to be found, and he will
die the death when in despsir he
ceases to love. Blessed Margarst
Mary would turn him back fo his
Lord and show him unfathomable
depth of divine love as manifested
through the Sacred Heart of Jesus,
She has made it evident that in that
Sacred Heart there is peace as well
a8 love to be found, such &s is to be
found nowhere else. And millions
who have heeded her appeal have
experienced how literally is the Lord
ready to refresh those that come to
Him howsoever hopelesely they may
be pressed down by labor and heavy
burdens.—The Missionary.

| innumerable and

| Wa

|

1 came ¢ the | of Consecration, hs
Validity of orders and eacra- | “O Heart of love I place all my trust
| ments of paramount importance in

1

the sacraments of , ment of her.

SENTIMENTS OF A
CONVERT
HGE
PROF, JOHN L. STODDARD
REJOICES IN THE FAITH

The well known lectarer, Prof.
John L. Stoddard, who during the
past year wae received into the Cath-
olic Church, wrote some wesks ago
from his villa in Italy to hie friend,
the Rev. M. J. Riordon of Washington,
8 letter in which he speaks of hie
conversion to the trus faith. He
gays, in part :

" You were quile right in conclud-
ing from my letter of long ago that I
revered and admired the Church
of Rome. In fact, thers was for me,
when I left the Protestant Theologi-
cal Seminary in 1873, dissatisfied
with what was (and was not) taught
me there, only the choice between
‘Rome and Reason.

\

|
|

If T hed hed | 4 y
: eeply.
then & prop:r, unprejudiced educa- | ;¢ .Ipu:ua. in Thee I trust,”

This ejaculation has heen specially
eMoacious in obtaining the conver-
g'on of pinners, even the most hard.
ened, and thus verifying the sixth
promise of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
to those who are devout to It : Sin. |
ners shall find in My Hoart a Source
and an Infinite Ocean of mercy.

Our Saviour Jesus Christ wishes |
ue to bave trust in Him and that we
ghould tell Him so. “"What wilt
thou that I do for thee ?” He nsked
o! the blind man of Jericho. He |
knew perfectly well what the poor |
man wanted, but He wished to have |
it from his own lipe. He said one |
day to St. Teresn : "There are very
few souls who understand My merocy.
They feel themselves extremely weak |
and subject to coramit many faults, |
and then they cannot imagine that I |
love them moat tenderly in spite of
these their miseries. Thiy want of
trust in My love for them afflicts Me
Now these worde, "Heaxt |
express

e . } slair 3 .
tion in regard to the claims and| gyeetly that which our dear Saviour

truthe of the Catholie
should hava gonght in her the Unity
and Au‘hority, the lack of which
drove me from Proteetantism.

“"But I did not know anything of
what I had read
and heard feom Calvinistic sources,
and
waos its wretched bond elave for ovar
forty years.
back to Him,
about re entering the
discordant sects into which private
judgment has led the followers of
Luther, Christ founded a Church.
There could be no question which
one it was. I must enter that or
none.

“It is & source of bitter regret to
me that I have come into this
blessed fold of Christ so late, and
have behind me 8o many worse than
wasted years. In the book which
I have been writing—'From Agnostic

to Catholie,—and which is now

Church, 1|

|
|
|

| encountered

On bl led t} L | troublesome temptation, a harassing
n elng ] lrr‘ug': |

there |

l

|

ready in two languages—I have said : |

Favored are
childhood up are nurtured in this

these who from their |

Church, and to whom all her com- |

forte, aide ani Sacraments
no less fresly than the air and sun-
shine.

“Yet I have sometimes wondered

come |

whether such favored Catholics ever |

know the
waif,
his

rapture of the homeless
to whom the eplendors
Father's house are
the consolation
whose

of the

mariner

of |
suddenly |

storm-tossed vessel |

finally attains the sheltered port, the |

and | gratitude of the lonely wanderer, long

lost in cold and darknese, who gshares |
| at last, however, undeservedly, the

warmth and light of
spiritual Home.

“I always regret that I
lectured orally on Ireland.
my supplementary
of it, and you can
I love her, and can

God's
never

volumes treate
gee

imagine how

great |

Oans of |

there how |

I feel in regard to Eogland's treat. |

I hope to see her free

ab last.,”—Michigan Catholic.
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“I TRUST IN THEE™

—_—

This pious ejaculation, which is so

much in accord with a spirit of real |

devotion, with the intentions and
desires of Our Blested Lord in reveal-

ing His Sacred Hsart to the world, |
| and with the utterances of the Sover-

eign P&ntiffs, Pius 1X,
Piug X, has

Leo XIII
the means

and
been

Particularly to souls oppressed by
igat of their shortcomings
discouragement.

of |
wonderful graces, |

and |

Blessed Margaret Mary, in her Act |

8 these
in Thee,” and the Act of Confidence
of Ven. Father de la Colombidre is
well known to all. This spirit of
truet or of confldence, which has been
taught us by theee two holy souls,
who were specially chosen by Jesus
Christ to make koown His Sacred
Heart to mankind, is one of the most
characteristic features of devotion to
the Sacred Heart, It is at the same
time the fundamental condition and
the securest means of obtaining
any grace at all, as Jesus
Christ Himeelf bhas s0 often
taught wus; for exampls, when
He said: "If you have faith, .
nothing shall be impossibls to you,”
that is to eay: You shall obtain all
that you ask. Here, then, you have
the reason of the power and efficacy
of this ejaculation. It contains an
explicit act of hops in God, a tender
and loving act of confldence in the
love of Jesus Christ for us.

What is the origin and history of |
1904, |

this ejaculation ? In the year
in the course of a retreat, just before
the expulsion of
ity in France, Father Van Patoghem,

wordae : |

y religious commun- |

S. J., suggested the use of this prayer, |

“O Heart of Jesus, I trust in Thee.”
The effect was 80 remarkable that
the idea of printing it was at once
adopted, and in a very short tinm
50,000 copies were disposed of.
wae also prinfed upon cards, which
were hung up upon the walls of
gchoolrooms and of hospitale. Mar-
vellous effects, and in particular
numerous conversione, showed how
the Sacred Heart showered blessings
upon the trust which is expressed in
these worde, and His Holiness Pius
X. was agked to grant an Indulgence
for its recital. The Holy Father
granted two different indulgences,
one dated 27th May, 1905, and the
other 27th June, 1906. In the latter
it is clearly stated that "the faithfal
a8 ofien ee with true devotion of
heart they recite this invoeation, can
gain 300 days of indulgence, and also
a plenary indulgence onre a month
(on the wusual conditions), provided
they have recited the same daily, and
that both indulgences are applicable
to the souls in Purgatory.”

desires.
This little prayer is so admirably
adapted for daily and for continual
use that all who practise it acknowl
edge the immense fruit
doubtedly derive from i,
time thera is a great dange:
at another there

they un

At one
to be
is a

thought, a doubt that is tormenting
you, sadness or melancholy that is
upon you, fears and
anxieties for someone who is dear to
you. In your great sorrows and in
your daily troubles, in your greatest
difficulties, and in your needs of
every day, repeat often this little
prayer. ‘

If you have time, either at home, |
cr, better still, in presence of thisi
Divine Heart living for us in the |
tabarnacle, take your rosary, and |
even though you do not feel muvu‘

| distant

Kill them all, and the
germs too. 10c a packet
at Druggists, Grocers
and General Stores.
PRI A S AT SR WO 7 I

repeat
Jesus

inclined to do so upon its
beads, “"Heart of I trust in
Thee !" You will experience marvel
lous effecte from ¢ repetition of
this act of confidence, especially if
you are at all inclined to discourage
ment, Some persons even say 8
whole Rosary, repeating the ejacula.-
tion 150 times, ending with the
Litany of the Sacred Heart. This is
an excellent practice ae & novena to

| the Sacred Heart.

This ejaculation, translated into
the principal languagss of the world,
is now spread everywhere by millions
and milliong, as far even as the most
countries and missions
carrying in every direction a spark of
the faith and a ray of comfort, and
helping immensely to extend the
kingdom of the Sacred Heart.—The
Santinel of the Blessed Sacrament.
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The man who never repeats
mistake is sure to be successful.

a

Without respect for law there is no
liberty.—Gaeparin,
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