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%Catholic ItecorU jeot ol much negotiation end ol » 
number of long Interviewe et Albeno 
between Prime Mlnleter Salendra 
end the late Oerdlnel Agllerdl before 
Ohrletmae, but el e time when the 
probability of Itelv'e being drown in­
to the war on the side of the power* 
of the Triple Entente become appar- 
ent. Cardinal Oeeperri, Pepol Secre­
tory of State, end who had lived for 
nineteen happy year* in Parie, wee 
preeent at eome of theee dieoueelona 
with the Italian Premier, and it le 
nnderetood that the negotiation* on 
the part of the Church were carried 
on under the pereonol direction of 
Benedict XV.

Under the terme of the provlelonal 
arrangement the Pontiff

1. Admitted the impoeeibillty of 
the continued reeidence at Rome and 
unreetrioted action there of the 
diplomatic repreeentativee of power* 
with whom Italy wae at war—repre 
sentatlvee who, by reaeon of their 
diplomatic immunitlee, were exempt 
from the juriediction of Italian law.

2. The poeeibility of restricting 
the action of the Austrian Embassy 
and of the Prussian and Bavarian 
Legations by interning the members 
thereof in one ol the Pontifical 
palaces, such as the Vatican, the 
Late ran, or Castel Gandolfo wae 
likewise excluded.

8. The complete independence of 
the Holy See, its entire spiritual 
freedom, and the Inviolability of the 
exterritoriality ol the Pontifical pal­
aces are reaffirmed both by the 
Italian Government and the Papacy.

4. An agreement with regard to 
the adoption of certain measures of 
general order to be extended to all 
the diplomatic representative! ac­
credited to the Holy See by foreign 
powers, both hostile and friendly to 
Italy. These measures would be in 
harmony with the absolute neutral­
ity and complete impartiality of the 
Papacy In the present war, since they 
would restrict and suspend the diplo­
matic privileges of the représenta 
tives accredited to the Vatican of all 
the belligerent nations.

5. In this way the Holy See main­
tains its complete Independence to­
ward the Government of Italy and 
toward all foreign powers.

Article V. of the Law of Papal guar­
antees states that the Sovereign Pon­
tiff shall

Have the nee of the Apostolic 
palaces of the Vatican and Lateran, 
with all the edifices, gardens and 
grounds annexed thereto, and de­
pendent on them, as well as the Villa 
of Castel Gandolfo, with all its be­
longings and dependencies. The 
said palaces, villa, and annexes, like 
the museums, the libraries, and the 
art and archaeological collections 
therein existing, are exempt from 
every tax and impost, and from all 
expropriations on the ground of pub 
lie utility, and are, moreover, inalien­
able.

The pla'n intent and meaning seems 
to be that the Italian nation could 
never alienate these palaces and an­
nexes ; but unscrupulous politicians 
have interpreted the article as mean­
ing that the Pope has no right to 
alienate the said palaces, museums, 
libraries, etc., on the ground that 
these belong to the nation, the Pope 
having only “ the use " thereof.

Hence our writer justly observes :
“ The agreement of Cardinal Agli- 

ardi and of Prime Minister Salandra 
negotiated last winter, and contain­
ing a renewed recognition of the in­
violability of the exterritoriality of 
the Pontifical palaces by the Italian 
Government, is therefore of extreme 
importance, as emphasizing anew the 
ownership of the Vatican and of its 
contents by the Holy See ; and an 
acknowledgment thereof by the 
Italian nation, in the person of its 
Premier, and of his Cabinet.

The world will be wiser in many 
ways when peace is again restored to 
it ; but amongst all the lessons of the 
War none will be impressed more 
deeply than that of the necessity of 
international good faith. The master­
ly because absolutely honest, single- 
minded and straight forward diplo­
macy of the great Pope who has been 
called to fill the Fisherman's Throne 
in these troublons times will bring to 
an end an anomalous condition by 
securing international recognition 
and international guarantees of the 
independence of the Father ol all the 
faithful. If the information of A 
Veteran Diplomat is correct, then it 
is evident that the Italian Govern­
ment will facilitate instead of ob­
structing this desirable and neces­
sary solution ol a problem which 
will never be settled until it is settled 
right. ______________

Something the papers do not em­
phasize is the offer of the United 
States to mediate between Britain 
and Germany in the matter that gave 
rise to the present situation. The 
United States has protested against 
England’s blockade ol German ports, 
a blockade which is a departure from 
International conventions as hitherto 
understood and practised, and which 
is given by Germany as justification 
for her submarine warfare on British 
shipping. It is pretty generally 
understood that the United States is 
about to renew her protest against 
England's interference with neutral 
shipping ; and in her second note 
to Germany she expressly offers to 
mediate between the chief belliger­
ent powers on the great question 
that underlies the whole dispute.

We do not see any objection to the 
ambition ol farmers' sons to enter 
the learned professions, business 
life, or any sphere of usefulness to 
whioh they are attracted. A farmer's 
son need not be limited more than 
others In his choice of vocation. But 
surely some of those who hive the 
means and opportunity of bettering 
the conditions under which their 
fathers worked, might be directed to 
the higher study ol agriculture. 
After some years of a high school 
course there should be amongst far- 
mers' sons who Intend to follow in 
the footsteps of their fathers in the 
noblest and most necessary ol 
tione, the ambition to be leaders in 
their class : pioneers in practical 
agricultural improvement. In a word 
it should be the ambition of a certain 
number of farmers' sons to take a 
fnll course at the Ontario Agricultur­
al College.

If we had in the clergymen whose 
charges are in the country a certain 
number who fully realize the great 
advantages ol such a course there ie 
not a doubt in the world that many 
ambitious sons of sturdy farmers who 
are proud of their work could be in­
duced to take such a course.

Then there are numerous short 
courses. The Summer School will 
put the clergyman in touch with all 
the opportunities afforded by the 
College. «

We can not urge too strongly on 
all interested to take advantage of 
the opportunities offered.
03 Programmes of the School in de 
tail will be issued later on. In the 
meantime for farther information 
write G. C. Creelman, President 
O, A. C., Guelph,

Arrange your vacations so as to take 
in this School.

Clergymen may secure informa 
tion through Archbishop Neil Mc­
Neil, of Toronto ; Rev. R. A. Hiltz, 
Dr. J. G. Shearer, Dr. T. Albert 
Moore, Confederation Life Building ; 
Rev. P. K, Davfoot, 182 Collier St., 
Toronto ; Rev. W. T. Gann, 38 Victor 
Ave,, Toronto, or by watching the 
varioue church papers for further in­
formation.

a Catholic book finds its way to his 
desk does untold injury to the very 
cause he professes to serve. For no 
amount ol praise can elevate medioc­
rity lo the level ol genius, and the 
reader who has bean beguiled by the 
reviewer's recommendation Into the 
purchase ol a worthless or indifferent 
book, turns in disgust from the 
notices of Catholic publications. 
And thus a patron is converted into 
am enemy. The reviewer should be 
conscious of his responsibility. He 
should never allow personal consider­
ations to influence his verdict, but 
should acquit himself of hie task 
without fear or favor.

with Holy Water in thq form of a 
cross and the bride-groom taking the 
ring from the priest's hand, and 
holding the right hand of the bride 
in his own left, shall say, etc., etc. 
. « • • Then the bridegroom shall 
place the ring npon the thumb of the 
bride, saying : In the name of the 
Father,

ceremonial had to be curtailed to the 
absolutely essential, when ecclesias­
tical education could only be obtained 
on foreign soil, and English students 
were trained not in one but in many 
different countries, it was inevitable 
that our forefathers in the Faith 
should seek strength and cohesion by 
the closest possible union in ritual as 
well as in doctrine with the centre of 
Catholic truth.
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Then upon the second 
flugat saying : and of the Son. Then 
upon the third finger, saying : and 
of the Holy Ghost. Then upon the 
fourth finger, laying : Amen, And 
there he shall leave the ring."

"The Council of Trent," he con­
tinuel, “which had addressed itself 
among
correction of liturgical 
gaucee, had begun a movement 
which resulted in the issue of a 
■eriee of authoritative service books 
—a Missal, a Breviary, a Pontifical, 
a Ccremoniale, and lait of all a 
Bituate. Hot seeing that matrimony 
was a Sacrament in which not the 
priest, but the contracting partial 
themielvee were the ministers, and 
necessarily used their own vernacu­
lar, the Fathers of the Council bad 
wished that in thle Sacrament 
peeially the laudable customs of each 
diocese should remain unaltered," 
This being so the lament that the 
turbulent period following the Re­
formation should have resulted in 
elimination of eo many old and 
hallowed practices seem perfectly 
jnst and reasonable.

other things to the 
extrava-The change of onstom in placing 

the ring upon the fourth finger 
(counting the thumb as the first) ol 
the left hand would aeem to have 
taken place a few years later than 
the dale of this Bituale, for in 
other, printed in 1758, while direct­
ing that In the putting on of the ring, 
the bridegroom should take the 
bride's right hand in hie own left, it 
is expressly enjoined that the ring 
should be placed upon the ring 
finger, not of the right bat of the left 
hand. This direction becomes 
more explicit in later editions of the 
English Bituale, and in this form 
has ever since continued. It ie in­
teresting to remember however that 
according to so respectable an author- 
lty as Father Thurston It dates book 
scarcely more than one hundred and 
fifty years. And the lame authority 
while disclaiming criticism ol what 
bas been settled by ecclesiastical 
authority cannot withhold 
pression of regret that the change 
should have been made since it 
shattered an interesting link in the 
chain which bound modern Catholics 
to the pre Reformation Church in 
England.
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In the May Columblad Dr. O'Hagan 
has a very thought-provoking article 
on this subject of Catholic reviewers, 
We eometimee forget, he says, that 
the Catholic Church li being 
fashioned, humanly speaking, by that 
silent intellectual work of whioh we 
are unfortunately disposed often to 
take no notice. And he asks if if 
would not be better to substitute

In Montreal single copies may be purchased from 
Mr. E. O'Grady. Newsdealer, 106 St. Viateur street, 
west, and J. MUloy, 341 St. Catherine street, west.
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BUBAL LEADERSHIP
Millions of dollars are span!—we 

had almost written, waited—each 
year for the betterment of agricul­
ture in Canada. There is a Federal 
Department of Agriculture, and 
there Is a Department of Agriculture 
for each province. There are Ex­
perimental Farms and Agricultural 
Colleges. The aggregate coil of all 
these institutions must run into 
millions of dollars ; the amelioration 
of agricultural condition* bears no 
reasonable proportion to this oosl. 
Rural life Is unattractive ; the rural 
population Is being depleted : agri­
cultural methods are practically un­
changed einoe a quarter of a cen­
tury ago. True, there Is an in­
creased use of machinery but neither 
Departments of Agriculture nor Ex­
perimental Farms nor Agricultural 
Callages can claim to have had any 
influence at all in this regard. What 
Is wrong ? Are the State agencies 
for the betterment of agriculture in­
competent and ineffective ? We be­
lieve that in every particular they 
are abreast of the times end com­
petent to render invaluable aid to 
the farmer. But they fail to do so. 
They are practically ineffective.

The failure, at any rate the com­
parative failure, ie due to the fact 
that between the farming commun­
ity and the agencies designed to 
serve it there are no adequate chan­
nels of communication,

It is the realization of this great 
fact, we take it, that has impelled 
the Ontario Agricultural College at 
Guelph to provide a summer course 
for rural leaders. Though not in­
tended exclusively for clergymen the 
management address themselves 
directly to clergymen whose charges 
lie in rural districts.

The first paragraph of the Advance 
Notice reads as follows :

These who are interested in Rural 
Life will be glad to learn that the 
Ontario Agricultural College, Guelph, 
has made plane to tun a Summer 
School for Rural Leaders. The 
school will open on Monday, July 26th, 
and close Saturday, August 7th, 1915, 
It is the purpose of the school to fur­
nish instruction to all those interested 
in Rural Leadership. Owing to the 
limited accommodation only a certain 
number can be admitted, Admission 
to the course will be in order of 
application. Those eligible for en­
rolment are clergymen, school 
teachers and any others interested In 
Rural Betterment.

The speakers and the subjects are 
alio given. These are in our opinion 
comparatively unimportant. The 
all-important thing is that clergymen 
and others who aie interested in 
rural life and fitted for rural leader­
ship are given the opportunity of 
getting in touch with a thoroughly 
up-to-date Agricultural College com­
petent in every respect to render in­
valuable assistance to the farmers of 
Canada. In touch with this institu­
tion they will provide precisely what 
Is looking, namely the necessity 
channels of communication between 
the College and ite constituency, the 
farming community.

The matter of expense is of practi­
cal interest, so we reproduce this 
paragraph ol the circular :>

Students will be accommodated [in 
the College Reiidenoe at 95 00 a week, 
room and board. The rooms are 
furnished with single beds and all 
applicants will be required to bring 
pillow, pillow-slips, sheets and 
towels, All other bedding will be 
■applied. Arrangement! have been 
made for special fare and a third 
rates on the railroad on the certifi­
cate plan,

When we have In every township, 
in every square mile of every town­
ship, a farmer who ie thoroughly in 
touch with all onr agencies for the 
betterment of agriculture, when the 
helpful suggestion* of the latter will 
have been carried into practical 
effect by farmers here, there, every­
where, then shall we have the ameli­
oration of agricultural conditions 
whioh these institutions are designed 
to bring about.

Lobdob, Saturday, June 19, 1911

INTEBNATIONAL OBABAOTBB 
OF THE HOLY BBS

thoughtful literary oritlelem for some 
of the vapid stuff whioh oftentimes 
chokes the columns of our Catholic 
journals. And as we have argued 
against the exoluiion of all hut Cath­
olic books from onr Catholic libraries, 
so Dr. O’Hagan warns ns that the 
greatest mistake that the Catholic 
oritlo eometimee makes is to attack 
and rednee to dust everything in 
literature and art that does not grow 
out of Catholic faith. Genius, he 
reminds ns, does not choose ite altar," 
for It may lute the soul of a Homer 
or a Virgil among the Pagan gods, 
anoint the eyes of a Pantheistic Goethe, 
or touch with fire the lips of a Cath­
olic Dante. It Chaucer and Pope 
were Catholics, Wordsworth and 
Tennyson were Anglicane, end 
Browning a Nonconformist." The 
Catholic review column should, then, 
be a reliable guide to the best in 
literature, altogether independent of 
the author's faith.

The conditions that obtain in 
Europe, though embarrassing to 
the Holy See, emphasize its in­
ternational character. The scrupu­
lous Impartiality with whioh Benedict 
XV. has discharged the duties of his 
high office in difficult circumstances 
will go far to facilitate the inevitable 
international récognition and guaran­
tee of the independence of the Holy 
See.

es-
even

ON THE BATTLE LINEA well informed writer in the New 
York Sunday Times has a very in­
teresting article entitled, " The Pope 
will stay in Rome," in a recent num­
ber. Whether or not he is correctly 
informed in this instance, the articles 
ol A Veteran Diplomat as a rule 
Indicate accurate and unusual sources 
of information.

an ex- The War news is distinctly more 
encouraglog this week. The French 
maintain their successful offensive. 
The Russians whom we thought 
practically hors de combat for some 
time to come, have turned and in­
flicted a smashing defeat on their 
over confident enemies. Even from 
the Dardanelles the gloomy news or 
absence of news is relieved by word 
of some substantial success.

ON THE EAST
Can the Ruisians come back ? 

They can. They do. They have 
been coming back all week, although 
it was only yesterday they made re 
port as to their victories. On Tues­
day Von Mackeneen’e army of Cra­
cow, whioh had halted in the march 
along the railway from Pizemyel to 
Lemberg at a point near Moscieka, 
eighteen miles east of Przemyel, for 
test and renewal of supplies, resumed 
its advance. It did not go far. The 
Russians let the Germans come up 
to their wire entanglements, and 
then ponred a volume ol rifle and 
artillery fire into them that did fright 
ful execution. The front rank could not 
retire quickly because behind were 
successive waves of German infantry 
coming up to the attack, and the 
losses were very great. Next morn­
ing the Germans tried again, and not 
only failed to pierce the Russian 
front, but were driven back over a 
mile. There are no Germans on the 
west front now within 25 miles of 
Lemberg.

On the south or Dniester battle­
line the Russian violory was even 
more pronounced. Several success­
ful engagements took place early in 
the week at various points along the 
river, In which thousands of prison­
ers were taken. On Thursday strong­
ly reinforced—perhaps by some of 
the men who bad tackled Von Mack 
eneen on the west front on Wednes­
day—the Russians made a swift dash 
at Von Linsingen's army, a part of 
which had crossed the Dniester to 
the north bank at Znrawno, about 
thirty miles southeast ol Lemberg. 
The Austrians and Germane who had 
crossed the rivet and advanced as far 
north as ten miles beyond the 
Dniester on a wide front, believing 
that no serions resistance was to be 
anticipated, were enveloped on both 
flanks, oiushed and driven back to 
the south bank of the river in the 
course of a single day. They lost 
17 cannon, 50 machine gone, over 
9,000 prisoners and a very taavy list 
ol killed and wounded.—Globe, June 
12th.

As to tub witness of Art to this 
old custom in the Marriage Service, it 
may be worth while mentioning 
Raphael's Sposalezio, or Marriage of 
the Blessed Virgin, wherein St. .Joseph 
is depicted as placing the ring 
the right hand of hie Holy Spouse. 
This painting is in the Brera, Milan. 
Or Lorenzo da Viterbo's masterpiece 
of the same subject, in which the 
High Priest holds the right wrist o 
the Blessed Virgin while St. Joseph 
places the ring upon the fourth 
finger of the same hand. A still 
mere ancient delineation of the 
tom deals with the marriage of King 
Henry III. of England with Eleanor 
of Provence. This is from 
script of Matthew Paris, the Eng 
lish chronicler of the thirteenth 
tnry. Or, to go back further still, 
the St, Alban's Chronicle depicts the 
marriage of the Emperor Henry to 
Maude, daughter of Henry I. — still 
placing the ring upon the right hand. 
From all of which it may be 
that Father Thurston's expression of 
regret is founded npon a natural and 
reasonable regard for an old custom, 
hallowed by so many precious 
memories.

The reports circulated in the Teu­
ton press to the effect that the sym­
pathies of the Holy Father are with 
Germany, Austria - Hungary and 
Turkey “ have received,” be notes, 
11 a certain amount of credence on 
the part of thoughtless people in 
foreign countries," and he continues:

To what extent this importing of 
pro-German and pro-Anstrian lean­
ings to the Holy Father is without 
foundation has been shown during 
the past week by his stern refusal to 
intercede for the rector of an Italian 
village near the frontier who was 
sentenced to death by court martial 
after conviction of communicating 
information to the Austrian enemy 
by means of a wireless concealed on 
the roof of his church.

Benedict has not hesitated to issue 
instructions to the Italian parish 
clergy to assist instead of obstructing 
the authorities in their work of mo­
bilizing the military and naval de­
fenses of the nation, on the ground 
that every good Catholic should be a 
good citizen, and patriotically fulfill 
his obligations and duties as such to 
the State. He has released numbers 
of his Noble Gnards temporarily from 
hie service to fight for their country, 
under the Italian flag, sending them 
off with his blessing.

Only ten days ago the Pope pub­
lished in his official organ, the 
Oaeervatore Romano, and in the 
form of a letter to the Dean of the 
Sacred College, Cardinal Seraflno 
Vannutelll, the allocution which he 
had intended to deliver at the Con­
sistory whioh was to have taken 
place this month but which has had 
to be postponed until after the war. 
In this document the Holy Father, 
over his sign manual, and in deplor­
ing the continuance of the conflict, 
denounces the ^employment “on land 
and sea of means that are offensive 
and contrary to the laws of humanity 
and international law.”

Benedict has likewise elsewhere 
expressed hie horror at the great loss 
of innocent life — especially child 
life—caused by the torpedoing of the 
unarmed Lusitania off the coast of 
Ireland, and has converted his palace 
al Castel Gandolfo and the Santa 
Marta annex of the Vatican into 
hospitals for wounded Italian sol­
diers.

Snrelv all this—and much more 
could be advanced—should suffice to 
relieve Benedict of the imputation of 
any leanings toward Germany, 
Austria, and Turkey, rather than to 
stricken Belgium, his own native 
Italy, France, Great Britain, and 
their allies. . , . The only inter­
vention of the Holy See in the con­
flict now raging is with a view to 
the mitigation and alleviation ol the 
horrors of the war, and to the restor­
ation of a lasting peace.

The ' comment on interested 
Teutonic misrepresentation which 
finds ready acceptance where pre­
judice prepares the way, though in­
teresting and an evidence of well-in­
formed and unprejudiced judgment, 
is not the most interesting part of A 
Veteran Diplomat's article.

He avers that a plan is under con­
sideration to obviate the difficulty 
arising from the withdrawal from the 
Vatican of the diplomatic representa­
tives of the Teutonic allies. It is 
simply to request the other belliger­
ent powers also to «withdraw their 
representatives.

This project does not date from 
yesterday. For it formed the sub-

COLUMBA.
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NOTBS AND COMMENTS 
Since the “June Wedding" has, in 

the English-speaking world at least, 
become something like a time-honor­
ed institution, the month's recurrence 
may bo deemed a fitting occasion for 
indulging in some reflections on the 
history of the ring, recognized 
throughout Christendom — and be­
yond it—as the symbol of the lasting 
union of the wedded pair. Every­
thing relating to a wedding ie dear to 
the feminine heart especially, and 
what more eo than the little golden 
band which has so many centuries of 
sacred tradition behind it.

OBBMANY NOT THB ONLY 
FAITH BREAKER

Our press rings the changes on 
Germany’s breach of faith with re­
gard to Belgium. It may not be 
generally known even to the omnis­
cient and dogmatic moulders ol 
public opinion that at the Congress 
of Vienna the five great powers of 
Europe pledged themselves to see 
that the Papal States should be kept 
intact and inviolable. The acts 
were signed on July 7, 1815. Forty 
years later, after the Crimean War, 
when another European settlement 
was agreed to, all Europe reaffirmed 
at the Congress of Paris what the 
Congress of Vienna had declared 
regarding tbe Papal States,

In 1870, however, every one of the 
five powers repudiated the pledge to 
safeguard the independence of the 
Pope, To prevent the spoliation of 
the Holy See war was not necessary. 
A word would have been sufficient. 
That word was not spoken. English 
papers sent up a chorus of approba­
tion of the forger oi the Ems tele­
gram. England applauded Mazzini 
and Garibaldi, Faithless to a com­
mon trust they lost all trust in each 
other. They armed until the people 
groaned under the burden imposed 
by armament on land and sea. Now 
they are locked in international 
death struggle.

Well, again we shall have a Con­
gress and a European readjustment. 
It la safe to say that one of the most 
certain and eecoro conditions of 
peace will be the international 
recognition of the independence of 
the Holy See.

cos

a manu-

cec-

If, observed a well-known histor­
ical and antiquarian writer a few 
years ago, a lady in this generation 
were asked on which hand the wed­
ding ring should be worn, ehe would 
probably answer with some surprise : 
11 Why I on the left hand, of course 
how can yon ask such a question ?" 
It has in our day become eo much an 
accepted tradition that the left 
hand, and the left hand only, 
ii the proper one for this pur­
pose that surprise over such a query 
would be considered its natural ac­
companiment. It would not, how­
ever, have sounded so extraordinary 
to onr Catholic great grandmothers. 
Father Herbert Thurston, S. J, who 
has given the matter some study, 
avers that had said great-grandmother 
worn theytrlng on her left hand, 
which is perhaps doubtful, she would 
at least have heard her elders speak 
of a time when the ring in the marri­
age service was placed by the groom 
not upon the left, but upon the right 
hand of the bride. We have only to 
look at the numerous reproductions 
available in these daye of many 
works of the Old Masters to realize 
that in making such an assertion 
Father Thurston had, in the art gal­
leries of Europe, not to speak ol 
other and more canonical wltneseesi 
the evidence of a long series of cen­
turies behind him.

seen

i

These evidences of the practice 
referred to might be multiplied in­
definitely did space permit. II does 
not follow, however, that it was in­
variable in pre Reformation times, 
for there are many instances on 
record of the placing of the ring 
upon the left hand. According to 
the learned editors of the Catholio 
Dictionary, St. Isadora of Seville, 
quoted by Chardon, specifies distinct­
ly the use of the fourth finger ol the 
left hand, "for in this finger there is 
a certain vein whioh runs thence lo 
the heart." This fanciful idea ie, 
says Father Thurston, but a super­
stition derived from the pagan writer, 
Aulas Galllus, who himself professes 
to quote it from the old Egyptian 
embaimers. It proves, nevertheless, 
that in olden times some degree of 
latitude existed in regard to this 
ancient onstom, attributable, no 
doubt, to the isolation of one country 
from another, as compared with a 
later time. None the less, the old 
Serum rubric, and the Catholic 
Ordo down to 1759 distinctly intend­
ed the ring to be worn on the right 
hand.

ON THE ITALIAN FRONTIER
Of the serious nature ol the ad­

vance on Trieste there is no donbt. 
Heavy flghtiog is taking place on the 
Isonzo. The Italians will not push 
tar beyond Monfalcone till there is 
no longer danger of the Austrians 
coming down the hills northeast 61 
Goritz and striking at the Italian 
left wing. The Serbs may help the 
Istrlan campaign soon by cleaning 
np the mess In Albania and advanc­
ing once more through Bosnia and 
Herzegovina toward the eastern 
shores ol the Adriatic. The Serbs 
and Italians are greatly interested in 
the eastern coast line, and It looks as 
if they were acting in concert with a 
well defined understanding as to the 
share that is to fall to each. The 
Serbs are aided by the Montenegrins, 
who also have territorial aspirations 
in Albania. With access to the sea 
by way of the Albanian coast, and 
the securing of war supplies thus 
made more easy, the Serbs and Mon­
tenegrins would turn gladly to the 
conquest of Herzegovina and Bosnia. 
Globe, June 12,

ABOUT BOOKS AND BBADBB8
V

The Catholio press is not entirely 
without blame in this matter of 
creating and fostering a demand for 
Catholio books. People should be 
able to look to the columns of their 
weekly paper for light and guidance 
in the selection ol their reading 
matter. Catholic literary activity 
should receive due space in its pages. 
But our knowledge of the religions 
press inclines us to the view that 
the average reader who is restricted 
to enoh avenues of information will, 
in very many eases, be unaware ol 
the fact that there is sueh a thing as 
a printing press in existence.

We think that every Catholic jour­
nal should include upon its staff a 
capable reviewer of books. For, it ie 
alas too true that there are reviewers 
who are not capable. The mere fact 
that a book has been written by a 
Catholio should not entitle to a super­
lative eulogy. The reviewer who 
ransacks the English language for 
complimentary adjectives every time

Cardinal Gasquel, whose 
judgment it entitled to the greatest 
weight, has given it as his opinion 
indeed that the change was due to 
the German reformers.

The Jesuit antiquarian proceeds 
to summon several snoh witnesses to 
hie aid. One of them may be cited 
here. There are still in existence 
soma of those rare little books need 
by priests In England, Ireland and 
Scotland In Penal times for the ad­
ministration ol the Sacraments. One 
sueh is an " Ordo Baptizandi Aliaque 
Saoramenta Adminstrandl ” (now 
commonly termed a Bituale) printed 
In Paris in 1788, which contains the 
order for celebrating the Sacrament 
of Matrimony then in nse. The text 
and rnbrics are necessarily in Latin, 
but the responses of the bride and 
bridegroom are In English, Trans­
lated, the rubric Is as follows : “ Then 
shall the priest sprinkle the ring

THB U. 8. NOTE TO OBBMANY 
Startling was the resignation ol Mr, 

Bryan and also his reason for resign­
ing. Senator Borah, a Western leader 
in the Senate, had already predicted 
war between the United States and 
Germany inside of sixty days. Bryan's 
reason tor resigning the Secretary­
ship of State was his desire to pre­
vent war. Such at least wae the 
reason the newspapers led ns to 
believe that actuated him. Reading 
more carefully, however, the situa­
tion appears lees alarming. Bryan 
ie committed to arbitration. Wileon, 
though far from being a Jingo, does 
not consider that the present issue is 
a question for arbitration.

We had intended to touch npon
other ceremonies of the marriage 
service but ipaoe and time for the 
moment forbid. Suffice it to eay 
that as we now know it the service ie 
quite unique In that it ie the only 
surviving relic in England and in 
this country of the onoe splendid 
usee ol Serum and York. “In the 
centuries of pereeontion which 
followed the Reformation," says 
Father Thurston, “when the posses­
sion ol a service book might cost the 
life of its owner, when anything like

ON THB WEST LINE
So doubtful has the German posi­

tion become in northwestern France 
that the authorities in Berlin are 
throwing great new bodies of troops 
into the field there. From Holland 
coma reports that the Belgian rail-


