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FIVE-MINUTE SERMONS,

First Buncay of Advent.

TAKING ACOOUNT.

“‘Brethren; Kaow that it is now the hour for
wato rise from sieep.”—(KEplsule of the day,
Rom. xiil, 11)

There are certain times and seasons
in the religious year as well as in the
business year that call for special action
and'attention, and the season of Advent
#dhat we enter upon to day is one of
‘them. Merchants, as you 2'! know,
take an account of stock at regular in-
tervals ; business concerns of every
kind count up their gains and losses at
whatsd timee, and bankers and brokers
#atrike their balances.

This ial time of a ting is re-
®srded in commercial circles as essen-
tial not only to salety but to success.
He were a sorry business man indeed
‘who would let his affairs run on from
year to year without an overhauling,
wnd his business credit as well as his
business capacity would be rated vory
low. The truth is, there is no succ ss
attainable in any walk of life with »t
the application of this principle. And
it must al=o be applied to the affairs of
eternity it we would make a success of
the supreme business of life, Now,
Lent and Advent are our seasons of re
ligious accounting, and their import
ance as a help in working out our salva-
tlon cannot be questioned. Our Divine
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is the
Author of onr redemption, and the
source of all our profit and gain in the
concerns of the soul. And so Holy
Church, guided by an ivstinet that is
manifestlydivine, has set apart the season
before His coming and the season before
iis crucifixion as the speeial times for
us to pause and consider what progress
we are making in the way of Iis salva
tion.

To-day we are specially appealed to
as loyal Christians to prepare for the
ecomiong of our Lord. The voice of
Advent is the voice of John the Baptist
erying in the wilderness, *‘ Prepare ye
the way of the Lord, make straight His
paths,”’ and the spirit of repentance is
the response that is sought for in every
Ohristian soul., We cannot, therefore,
be in harmony with this holy season un
Jess, as St. Paul puts it in to.day's
opistle, ** wo cast off the works of dark-
ness and put on the armor of light,”
anless '‘ we walk honestly as in the day,
not in rioting or drunkenness, not in
shambering or impurities, not in envy
and contention,”” It is now the hour
for us to aris», make our special ac-
oounting, and put on the Lord Jesus
Ohrist by puiting off the defilements of
sin. If Advent does not mean this
much to us it means nothing. We can
have no part in its spirit if we continue
in a sinful course and refuse to hearken
to the inspired voice erying out in the

wilderness and demanding repentance.
What weaning can this sacred season
have to the besotted drunkard who goes
right on in his abominable dissipation ?
What meaning can it have to the foul
ereature thas goes or wallowingin filthy
last ? What meaning can it have to
the ovil tempered and the evil tongued
who, in the clamor of their own passions,
#ail to hear the voice of conscience ?
What meaning can it have to any soul
in the state of mortal sin that does not
immediately resolve on repentance? If
the spirit of Advent touches us at all,
it should make the sinful pause in their
career of sin, the lukewarm fervent and
the fervent more fervent still,

People are accustomed to flock to the

ASdvent services ; they seem to take a

special interest in their religion at this
season ; bul where is the fruit? We
soe a4 throng around the pulpit, but do
we see a Lhroog around the confessional?
All real religion in the Catholic Church
leads directly to the sacraments, for
the sacramenty are the divine antidote
against sin ; religious observances that
dlo not produca this result are of little
practical value. Give proof, then, that
you really enter into the spirit of
Advent not only by goirg to chureh,
bub by going to the sacraments. You
know that it is a season consecrated in
a particular manper to the service of
the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and
you arein sympathy with it. Pat yoar

sell in full harmony with it by a worthy
reception of the !sacraments. Let the
orowds of men whom we see in the
church now prove their faith and ap-
proach the Holy Table. Let the women
bow their love for our blessed Lord by
drawing nigh to the Divine Banguet.
Let overy soul seek purification in the
Blood of the Lamb, and thus be pre-
pared to offer due homage to the Bive
of Bethlehem. What Christmas joy can
be ours if our Advent Is misspent ?
““ Brethren, know that now is the hour
for us to arise from sleep,”

TALKS ON RELIGION.

INHE MHOLY

EUCHAR

GUEST,.

QOur Blessed Lord comes to us in
Holy Communion as Our Guest. He
imys to us as He said to Zacheus, who
asd  climbed the sycamore tree :
“‘Masake haste and come down, for this
Axy [ must abide in thy house.’”” The
orowd mnrmured, saying : *‘ Ho has
@owe to be a Guest with a man who was
& siuner,”  Bat 7 cheus evidently had
obanged, for Our Lord sald to him :
."Tnin. day is salvation come to this
house,"

It is a great work, but it onght to be
s loving one, to prepare the soul for
tke Lord., King David said: *The
werk is great, for a house is prepared,
wt for man, but for God.”! When
King Solomon undertook the work, he
s2id : ““The house which I desire to
vuild is great, for Our God is great
sbove all gods. Who, then, can be
wble to build Him a worthy house ? If
hesven, and the heaven of heavens,
sspoot contain Him, who am I that I
should be able to build Him a house ?
But to this end only that incense may
e burnt before Him," (2 Par. ii ; 4.)
“And the house, before the oracle, was
owerlaid with most pure gold, and faste
tned on the plates with nails of gold.
And there was nothing in the temple

“wkat was not covered with gold.” (3
Hings vi.)

When such declarations are made of
the material temple, and that the
‘temple of the old law, what should be
the care exercised by Oatholios to pre-
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pare themselves to be the temple of
God, to which the Lord comes His
true and real presence ? No wonder
that all around the world at the mo
ment of Communion the prayer is said :
‘ Lord, I am not worthy that Thoa
shounldst enter under my roof. '’ How
careful each should be to have on the
“‘wedding garment’’ of sanctifying
grace. ‘' He that is just, let him be
jostified still ; and he that is holy, let
lll:m)be sanctified still.’”” (Apco. xxii:

We are bound absolutely to be free
from mortal sin when we approach to
recelve Holy Communion. Bat to be
free at all times from venial sin is &
virtual impossibility. *‘ The just man
falleth seven times."”” Venial sin is
often the result of weakness, of surprise
or lack of thought. Our Lord intend
ed the Holy Eucharist should aid such
sinful and imperfect persons to heal
their infirmities and to help them to
the supernatural life. God requires no
fm possibilities.

‘‘ Be ye clean that carry the vessels
of the Lord,’ says the prophet (Is iiii :
11). Ye must seek to have the most
perfect purification of our souls pos-
sible for ** What fellowship hath light
with darkness ? and what concord hath
Curist with Belial 2"’ ¢ Blessed are
the clean of heart, for they shall see
God.”” We musc aim at purity of con-
science and purity of will. We must
seck to be men ‘‘according to God's
own heart.”” ‘' Peace on earth to men
of good will. 7 We must never set up
our own wills or inclinations as idols
over against the will of God.

Then our affections must be parified.
Where thy treasure is there is thy
heart also.”” ( St. Matt. vi : 21). We
must wezn or lift our affections from
things displeasing to God. (St James
iv:4) says : ““Konow you not that the
friendship of this world is the enemy of
God ? Whosoever, therefore, will be a
friend of this, becometh an enemy of
God.”

When we receive IHoly Communion
Our Lord seems to say to us, as He
said to St. Peter: *“If I wash thee not,
thou shalt have no part in Me,” It is
His grace alone which can purify our
souls and restore to us the garment of
baptismal innocence., “If any man love
Me, be will keep My word, and My
Father will love him, and we will come
to Him, and make our abode with him.”’
(3t. John xiv : 23).

St. Kilizabeth said to the Blessed
Virgin at the Visitation : ‘“Whence is
it to me that the Mother of my Lord
should come to me.”" (St. Luke i : 43.)
What, then, should we say when Oar
Lord comes to visit us in Holy Coxnmun-
ion ? No matter what we may be in
soul or body, in position or wealth,
Holy Communion is to each of us a
marvelous and nndeserved honor. ‘‘He
that made me, rested in my taber
nacle."’

We should be generous with Oar
Lord Who is so generous to us. ** And
Zacheus, standing, said to the Lord :
Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I
give to the poor, and if I have wronged
any man in any thing, I restore him
fourfold,””—Catholic Universe.,
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THE MODERN ST. PAUL.

8T, FRANOIS XAVIER—FEAST DEC. 3.

St. Francis Xavicr, Apostie of the
Indies, patron of Australia, was born in
the Castle of Xavier, at the foot of the
Pyrenees, in Spain, April 7, 1506, and
died at Sancian off the Chinese coast,
on December 3, 1552,
“ In him,"” says Bourdaloue, ** were
renewed all the prodigies worked by
the Apostles, endowed as they were
with miracles and the gift of tongues.
He equalled and even surpassed many
of them in the number of conversions he
effected, and the distances he traversed,
computed at three times the eircumfer-
ence of the globe, baptizing with his
own hand more than one million, two
hundred thousand pagans, visiting over
two hundred kingdoms, overturning
innumerable idols, planting ehurches in
every place and even penetrating Japan,
where the sound of the Gogpel had till
then never reached.
Baldeus, a Protestant, in his “‘History
of the Indies,’” writes: ** If the religion
of Xavier agreed with ours wo ought to
esteom and reverence him as another
St. Panl.”” Hence also Richard Hack
luyt, a Church of England minister, in
his book of ‘ Voyages and Discoveries,’’
calls him ** that worthy preacher of the
Gospel and that divine teacher of the
Indians who, after great labors, after
many injuries and infinite crosses,
undergone with great patience and
joy, died in a cabin on a desert moun-
tain in Sancian, on the confines of
China, in the year 1552, destitute of all
worldly conveniences, but accumulated
with all sorts of spiritual blessings.”
Kven professed enemies of religion
paid him reverence after his death, as
well as during his life ; calling him
‘* the man of prodigies,”” ** the friend
of heaven,’” ‘‘the master of nature '’
and *‘ the God of the world.” Some of
them undertook long voyages and came
to Goa expressly to behold his body
exempted from corruption, and which,
only excepting motion, had all the
appearances of life. There were some
among the Gentiles who spoke of rais
ing altars to him, and some Mahome-
dans did actually dedicate a mosjue to
him on the western coast of Comorine.
The King of Travancore, though a
Mahomedan, built a magnificent temple
to him, and the infidels had so great a
veneration for that place where the
Great Father was adored that they
durst not spit upon the ground, if we
may believe the testimony of those
who were natives of the country. In
Japan the house wherein he had lodged
at Amanguchi was always preserved
from ruin amid the disastrous wars that
more than once destroyed that town.
Alphonso Leon Barbuda, who had
travelled over all the coasts of Africa,
avers that in the Kingdom of Sofala,
and in the isles about it, the name nf
Father Franois was in high repute.
An Ambassador of the great Mogul,
being come to Goa, to desire that some
Jesuit Fathers might be sent to explain
the mysteries of Christianity to that
Emperor; asked permission to see the
body of Father Francis, but he durst
not approach it till first himself and

after which ceremony, all of them hav-
ing many times bowed themselves to
the ground, paid their respects to the
saint with as much devotion as if they
had not been Mabommedans.

The ships which pass in sight of the

Sancian saluted the place of his death
with all their cannon. Sometimes they
landed on the island only to view the
spot of earth where he had been buried
and to bear away a turf of that ground.
One of the new Indian converts, nos
content with seeing the place of his
death, had also the desire to view that
of his nativity. Travelling through a
vast extent of land and passing through
immense oceans, he arrived at the
Castle Xavier. FEatering into the
chamber where the saint was born, he
fell upon his knees and kissed the floor,
which he watered with his tears.
After this, without farther thought or
desire of seeing anything else in Eur
ope, he took his way back to the Indies,
and counted for mighty treasure a
little plece of stone which he had
taken from the wall of the chamber,
The crosses which the saint had
erected with his own hand on sundry
costs, to be seen from afar by mariners
and travellers, were loaded with the
vows and gifts which Christians Sara-
cens and idolators had fastened to
them daily in acknowledgment of
favors which they had received through
his intercession. But that which was
daily seen at Goa blotted out the mem-
ory of the greatest prodizies, which
were done elsewhere., The body of the
saint perpetually entire, the flesh
tender and of a lively color, was a
contiunal miracle. They who beheld
the corpse counld scarcely believe that
the soul was separated from it, and
Dias Carvaglio, who had known the
saint intimately in life, seeing his body
many years after he had been dead,
fornd the features of his face so lively
that he eould not forbear to cry ous,
‘““He is alive!”’
The bull of his eanonization, bearing
date August 6, 1623, is an epitome and
a panegyric of the miraculous life of
the saint. Sinee the time that the
Holy See has placed the Apostle of the
Indies in the number of saints, cities
and countries bave taken him for
their patron and protector, altars have
been erected and incessant vows have
been made to him, men have visited his
tomb with more devotion than ever ;
and the chamber wherein he was born
has been converted into a chapel, to
which pilgrims have resorted in great
crowds from all guarters of the wor:d
His charity towards his neighbor has
principally appeared in what he did for
the conversion of souls. Although his
missionary journeys totaled about seven-
ty five thousand miles the least of his
“msiness in all his travels was to travel
Thney who knew him best say of him
what St. Chrysostom said of the A postle
8t. Paunl, that ‘“he ran through the
world with an incredible swiftness, and,
as it were, on the wing.”’ Yet not with
out, labor, nor that labor without fruit,
but preaching, baptizing, confessing,
rooting out idolators, reforming man
ners, and throughout establishing
Christian piety. Once when his friends
entreated him not to expose himself to
certain death by a voyage to a distant
irland, he replied : ** Would not traders
go thither if gold were to be found
there, and can I hesitate when there
are souls to he saved ?"’

The saint's humility was not less re-
markable than his zeal and his miracles,
While his name was resounding through-
out the whola world ha disappeared
from his own eyes and esteemed himself
an unworthy servant, and when con-
gratnlated on his success, he replied :
** If God works any good through me,
it is due to the prayers and merits of
my brethren in Karope.”

In his voyages at sea he continued
earnestly in prayers from mideight ¢ ven
to sun-rising, and that regularly. From
thence it came almost to be a proverb
among the seamen that nothing was to
be feared in the night, because Father
Francis watched the vessel, and the
tempest durst not trouble them while he
held conversation with God, A man of
Manapar, at whose house he lodged, and
who observed him at divers hours of the
night, found him always on his knces
before a crucifix, and frequently be
held the chamber enlightened by the
rays which darted from his counten-
a1ce.

He never undertook anything bnt un
der the Blessed Virgin's protestion, and
in all dangers he had recourse to her as
his patroness. He commonly wore a
chaplet about his neck, to the end that
Christians might take delight in saying
the beads, and made frequent use of it
in the operation of his miracles. In con
versation he frequently spoke of the
greatness of the Blessed Virgin, and at
tracted all men to her servics. In fine
being just upon the point of drawing
his last breath, he invoked her name
with tender words, and bes>vght her
to show herself his mothor. His last
words were : “In te Domine speravi,
non confundar in asternum, "’

At the time of his death he was forty-
six years of age, and had passed ten
and a half of them in the Indies. His
stature was somewhat above the middie
size ; his constitution strong ; his air
had a mixture of pleasingness and
majesty ; he had a large forehead, and
a well proportioned nose ; his eyes were
blue, but piercing and lively ; his hair
and beard of a dark chestnut ; his con
tinual labors had made him gray be-
times; and in the last years of his life
he was grizzled, almost to whiteness.
He was a native of Navarre, and ac-
cording to the testimony of Cardinal

Antonio Zapats, who examined his de

soent uadoubted records, he de
rived his Ecdlfuo from the Kings of
Navarre. His father was Don Juan De

Jasso, a lord of great merit, and his
mother was Mary Azpilcuata Xavier,
beiress to two of the most illustrious
families in that kingdom. He was one
of the first companions of St. Iguatine
Loyola. He made his first religious
vows at Montmartre, Parls, Aug. 15,
1534 ; was ordained priest, and solemn-
ly professed in 1537 ; sailed for the In
dles in April, 1451; he entered Japan
August 1549 ; he was beatified by Pope
V. in 1564 and cancnised by Gregory
XV, in 1662,

By an order of John V., King of Por-
togal, the Archbishop of Goa, attended
by the Viceroy, the Marquis of Castel
Nerovo, performed a visitation of the
relics of the saint, which are preserved
at Goa, in the year 1744. At that time,
and nearly two hundred years after the
saint’s death, the body was found with

out the least bad smell, and seemed en

vironed with a kind of shining bright

ness, and the face, hands, breast and
feet had not suffered the least alterna

tion or symptom of corruption. In the
year 1745 the same king obtained a
Brief of Benedict XIV , by which St.
Francis Xavier is honored with the
title of Patron and Protector of all the
conatries in the K st Indies.
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THE DOGMA OF THE IMMACU-
LATE CONCEPTION.

By Rev. Thomas I. Gasson, 8, J., in December

Donahoe’s,
It has sometimes been said, by those
outside the Church, that the proclama-
tion of the dogma of the Immaculate
Conception formed an addition to the
body of doctrines hitherto held. To
understand the position of the Church
we must bear in mind that, by the de-
finition of an article of faith, we do not
mean that new doctrines are invented,
that something begins to be true which
was not true before, or that Catholie
teaching can change. We hold firmly
to the doctrine that the entire body of
publie revealed dogma was closed with
the death of the last Apostle. There
can be no addition to the deposit of
faith as handed down to us by the mem-
bers of the Apostolic College. But the
truths ol revelation are mnot all con-
tained in the original deposit in the
same manoer ; some [are expressed
therein in specific and unmistakeab'e
terms ; others only vaguely and, as it
were, by way of germ. Conszequently,
while there can beno objective addition
to the dogmas of faith, there can he a
development from within inasmuch as
that which before wa« obscure may,
under the searching wisdom of the
Supreme Pontiff ard of vie doctors of
the Church, become clear, that which
was crudely expressed may be accur
ately and techoically defined, that
which was but implied in some other
truth may be drawn out and explicitly
stated. As time goes on, as doubts and
difficulties arise, it becomes necessary
to determine the boundaries of thought
and to adopt those expressions which
will prevent all misconception, misre-
presentation, or vagueness. For this
was the Charch instituted to guard and
keep the deposit of faith and to explain
it to the faithful. Truth changes not ;
dogmatic facts do pot cease to be ;
what was trune when Our Lord preached
in the towns and hamlets of the Holy
Land is true now and will be true unto
the end, but the clearness with which
these are perceived be in propor-
tion to the intensity of thelight thrown
upon them, The Church only defines
doctrine as necessity arises, or as wis-
dom dictates the advisability of such a
course,

d will
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Be diligent and accurate in all the
affairs of which you have charge ; but,
if possible, do not let them cause you
anxiety and vexation—that is, do not
manage them with disquiet, solicitude,
and eagerness. Do not worry inattend-
ing to them ; for worry disturbs the
reason, and hinders us from doing well
even what does not trouble us. But
great affairs do not disturb us so much
as a Jarge namber of little ones ; there-
fore, manage these also with calmness,
and try to attend to them in order, one
after another, without perturbation.
Thus you will gain great merit by them;
for the time that is spent peacefully is
doubtless most usefully employed.—
St. Francis de Sales.
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