
MESS

Pretty RATTAN RECEPTION Chair

mentioned that, in a 
had a dread of such 

general occasions of festive enjoy­
ment, as Christmas; I can almost re­
peat, the same observation in regard 
to the New Year. As I sit here to­
night, alone in my room, the si­
lence broken only by the regular tick 
of the clock, that tells of the hours 
that are passing, of,the agony of the 
old year, of the inevitable approach 
of the New Year, I am inclined to 
àsk myself why I should rejoice and 
make merry. Is it because another 
year, with all its opportunities, is 
about te vanish? Is it because I am 
a twelve-month nearer the grave 
than I was at the close of 1899? Is 
it because the expiring year has car­
ried off, forever, several of those 
-who were friends of mine? Or, is it 
because I am glad to see the old 
year, with its burdens, its crosses, 
and its troubles, make way for a 
new year that tmay be happier, more 
prosperous, better, in every sense, 
than the year that goes? I cannot 
tell; all I know is that I assist with 
regret at the dearth-couch of 1900.

pilgrims fixing on the 
of Christendom as a holy ren- 

ous of devotion; great confla­
grations, such as the one that swept 
Hull almost out of existence; terri­
ble volcanic eruptions, such as Vesu­
vius and Kilmanjaro; cyclones such 
as swept over Texas and the Atlan­
tic ; wars, of a most unusual na­
ture, like those of the Transvaal 
and of China; and amidst all these 
strange things, these wonderful 
events, Paris hold the greatest uni­
versal exhibition ever known. While 
the natural and social orders were 
thus stirred to their innermost 
depths, men, as in the past, were 
dying away unnoticed and others 
were being born and sent forth un­
perceived upon the highway of life. 
A century is over; a year is done; 
and if the race and faith have not 
profited by the former and the indi­
viduals by the latter—which is not 
the case—then others as well as I 
can well ask "quid prodest?"

Yet this is no ordinary New Year’ 
Pay that we have at hand. A whole 
century dies with 1900, another cen­
tury dawns with 1901. A century is 
a great section of time. Several gen­
erations come and go during its 
passage. Still, it is infinitessimally 
small compared to the vastness of 
Time itself. What are one hundred 
years compared to the six thousand 
that carry us back to the origin of 
the world, to the day of creative 
miracle? And what aije all those 
hundreds of centuries when compar­
ed to the unmeasurable vastness of 
eternal duration? And what am I, 
amongst the billions of men who be­
hold t,hê nineteenth century abdicate 
in favor of the twentieth one? None 
of us like to contemplate our own 
insignificance; yet, this passing of a 
greatcentur.v reminds us most forci­
bly of our nothingness. In the tick 
of the clock, that keeps pace with 
my pen, and that continues when the 
pen rests, I seem to hear the "quid 
prodest" of St. Paul. The clock will 
go on ticking, just as it *dous now, 
when the pen shall forever be rust­
ed, the ink, dried, the hand that 
guides it but ashes, and the mind 
that controls that hand, a spiritual 
entity amongst the myriads of (iod’s 
emancipated creatures.

Ah! That is \he point ! The soul; 
the knowledge of a something with­
in me that partakes of immortality; 
the feeling of likeness to the Great 
Creator in my humble being; the cer­
tainty of a vitality that defies the 
lapse of time! Let the clock tieje 
away; it will -have ceased its mech­
anical noise centuries upon centur­
ies, while I shall live on in the im­
mortal life of my soul. Let the old 
years die and the new years arise; 
let the century expire and its suc­
cessor replace it; in no way can all 
these changes alter—add to or take 
from—the unending life that belongs 
to me. Let the generations of men 
march down to oblivion; let the sun 
grow old and become dim in the 
heavens; let the stars of the firma­
ment pale under the influence of the 
rapidly flying years, the swiftly mov­
ing centuries, the majestic tread of 
the bewildering aeons; it all mat­
ters very little to mo now, for I 
shall outlive them all in the imper­
ishable nature that Divine Goodness 
has imparted to my being. In pre­
sence of this stupendous fact I cease 
to deplore, to speculate, to regret:
1 can only rejoice in the privilege I 
enjoy, and express my gratitude for 
the soul that God gave me.

Strange New Year’s thoughts for a 
"Curbstone Observer ; " yet they 
ceme to me as much from observa­
tion as from reflection. I passed 
■down Bleury street the other day ; I 
met an old acquaintance; we wished 
ench other a "Happv New Year." I 
came down the same street this 
morning; I met a fumerai cortege 
moving slowly in the direction of 
the mountain; a friend, who had 
stepped to wish me a "Happy New 
Ycnr," told mo that the black 
plumes waved over the acquaintance 
of a few days ago. Never did I more 
sincerely wish him a " Happy New 
Year" than to-day; for if his New 
Year is Happy, so must be his un­
ending existence beyond. I observed 
a gorgeous private sleigh, with 
spanking hordes, silver-mounted har­
ass, coachman and footman in huge 
beaver caps, dash along Sherbrooke 
street. I had known the owner of 
that equipage when $ie had not five 
cents, except what he took in for 
nis daily labor; he threw me an off­
hand New Year's greeting—I did not 
take the trouble to consider its de- 
Krce of sincerity. Near the post of- 
flee I met an old man. with the

SOME SECRETS
OF LONG LIFE.

In so far as there can be said to 
be any secrets of long life, they may 
be stated to be three in number.

The first is the conservation of en- 
etgy; the second is moderation, and 
the third is system. And the great­
est of the three is conservatism of 
energy, with which the others are 
bound up. Practice these to the ut­
most, and you will live to the max-, 
imum.

A man works forty-nine weeks of 
th3 year in the city, and works hard, 
and then he spends the three weeks’ 
holiday roaming about from place 
to place, and keeping both mind and 
body continually at work. He prat­
tler about the benefits accruing from 
change of scene and so on. It is a 
terrible mistake. Holiday time in 
the case of such people should be 
made a special period for the con­
servation of energy. How, then, 
should such people make holiday ? 
Lie in bed all the time? That is the 
best thing for them to do and will 
tend to the prolongation of their 
lives.

Too much is said in extolling the 
virtues of exercise. In moderation it 
is beneficial; but many of the public 
have strange ideas of moderation in 
such matters. A clerk will work all 
day with his head and work with 
his legs at night. He thinks the long 
walk is good for him. The fresh air 

but in the exercise he is not con- 
set ving his energy as he should do 
to make his life long. Mental and 
bodily energy come to the same 
thing at the finish. Having freely 
drnwm upon the stock of one, you 
must not then tap the other * with 
the idea that it is beneficial, for it 
is not. They have'a common source.

Fat good food and plenty of it," 
is a maxim the first part of which is 
right and the second wrong. Far too 
much food is eaten nowadays. A 
man with a healthy appetite goes in 
for a full satisfaction of it when he 
should stop very considerably short 
of that point. The stomach is given 
far too much work to do. Give it 
less, and now and again let it have 
an absolute rest and the system will 
be all the better for it and the like­
lihood of long life much increased. 
Don't trouble about special diets. 
Fat what you like and what you 
have been accustomed to, but do so 
more sparingly than in the past.

Practice moderation in smoking 
and drinking. There is no need what­
ever for total abstention, for there 
is nothing in the habits which is in 
the least inconsistent writh nonagen- 
arianism.

The man who drinks a qiuart of 
beer ti day must not expect great 
length of days. He may never be in 
the least intoxicated, ami *im.v br> 
lieve that he experiences no ill ef­
fects whatever from consuming so 
much alcoholic liquid, but it is too 
much. Give a .stricter meaning to 
the word moderation, and drink ac­
cordingly.

As far as is practicable liv<P 
throughout your life on the same 
system. Let it be a good one to be­
gin with, and then adhere to it un 
altered. A great mistake is made in 
supposing that a man at forty re­
quires this, and at fifty he rec,Mires 
that. Fad ism is bad. Regularity is 
a sound principle; but it should be 
regularity from year to year and not 
merely from day to day.

Conserve your energy—wisely; be 
moderate-—carefully; be systematical’ 
—thoroughly. And don’t worry.

These are the secrets of long life. 
There are no others.—R. B. Long, 
M.D.

PERSISTENT PURPOSE

a man who uses his stumbling 
blocks as stepping stones, who is 
not afraid of defeat; who never, in 
spite of calumny or criticism, shrinks 
from his task; who never shirks res­
ponsibility; who always keeps his 
compass pointed to the north star 
of his purpose, no matter what 
storms may rage about him.

The persistent man never stops to 
consider whether he is succeeding or 
not. The only question with him is 
how to push ahead, to get a little 
further along, a little nearer hie 
goal. Whether it lead over moun­
tains, rivers Or morasses, he must 
reach it. Every other consideration 
is sacrificed to this one dominant 
purpose.

The success of a dull or average 
youth and the failure of a brilliant 
one is a constant surprise in Ameri­
can history. But if the different 
cases are closely analyzed xte shall 
find that the explanation lies in the 
staying power of the seemingly dull- 
bay the ability to stand firm as a 
rock under all circumstances, to al­
low nothing to divert him from his 
purpose, while the brilliant but er­
ratic boy, lacking the rudder of a 
firm purpose, neutralizes his power 
and wastes his energy by dissipating 
them in several directions.

LADY’S HANDSOME DESK
In Golden Oak or Mahogany, 
Fine Polish Finish. Never 
sold less Than $10 00

Special 
Xmas Price, $8.10

HANDSOME lOKXEB
PARLOR CHAIR

In Biroh, Mahogany Finish, 
upholstered in Brocaded Silk* 

Price, (hn nr
Special Xmas, $0. 10

with seat nicely upholstered 
In Silk Plush or Brocaded 
Silk. Rattan work finished in 
two colors.

Price, Cl) 7R
Special Holiday VO. I U

RENA UD, KING & PATTERSON,
BSaOraiBStreet, - - - 2449 St Catherine Street.

Comptroller Bird S. Coler, of New 
York, who long has been a collect­
or of rare books and manuscripts, 
received in the foreign mails last 
v.eek a letter, written in 1659. The 
letter purports to have been written- 
oy bt. Vincent de Paul. Mr. Coler 
discovered the letter in the cata­
logue of a recent auction sale in 
London, and sent word by cable for 
the purchase of the manuscript. His 
wishes were complied with, and the 
lçtter, still clearly legible, except in
uS T thrCe places where worms 
had done destructive work, is in 
good condition. The letter, it is 
understood, sold for about $125.

The church of St. Jean Baptiste, 
New York, which was a parish 
church under the administration of 
the secular clergy until recently, has 
been turned o^er to the care of Fa- 
thers of the Order of the Blessed Sa­
crament. It will hereafter be a 
church of perpetual adoration, the 
first established in the United States.

W. G. KENNEDY
...Dentist...

No. 758 PALACE ST fit El,
Two Down West of Heaver 

Hall Hill.

EVERY CATHOLIC 
YOUNG MAN

should possess a copy of 
u The Catholic Student's Manual 

Of Instructions and Prayers. "

For all seasons of the Ecclesi 
astical Year. Compiled bv a 
Religious, under the immediate 
supervision of Re\ H. Rouxel, 
P.S.S., Professor of Mora) 
Theology, Grand Seminary, 
Montreal. Canada.

It contains Liturgical Prayers 
Indulgences, Devotions and 
Pious Exercises for every oc 
casion, and for all seasons oi 
the Ecclesiastical Year.

718 pages, 4 full paje illus 
trations, flexible cloth, round 
corners,price 75 cents.

Published by
D. & J. 3ADLIER & CO.,

1669 Notre Dame Street, Montreal

Rev. William Everett, pastor of the 
Church of the Nativity, in Second 
avenue, New York, died on Dec.* 8, - 
from pneumonia. He was first a phy- i 
sician, then a Protestant minister I 
and afterward a priest. He was 
eighty-six years okl and one of the 
oldest in the diocese.

Musical ‘ ‘
GREAT REDUCTIONS FOR THE HOLIDAYS.

Largest stock and cheapest place in the city.

Guitars, $4.00 up. Mandolins, $3.00 up. Violins, $1.56 un 
Cornets, French Make, $8 00 up.

AH kind, uf Musical In.trum.nt. at red,wad pri, a,. Stri.g, ,or Ine„uni,nte Au
kind» of Repairing done on the premise,. 

Sol# Ageute in Canada for Celebrated Maker* :
F. HKNSOJV, 1,oiid011, England. 
PEI.ISSOX, (Jl I VOT * t;o., Fra,

CHA5. LA VALLE,
35 ST. LAMBERT HILL.

CHICKBRING PIANOS.
During the past three quar­

ters of a century, the Chick­
ling Piano has received one 
hundred and twenty-nine first 
medals and awards, including 
the Supreme Recompense, the 
Cross of the Legion of Honor, 
the highest award ever given 
to a Piano Manufacturer. No 
other Piano has obtained such 
unstinted praise from the mu­
sical talent of the world.

Sole Agents:

The D. IV. Karn Co., Ltd.,
* KARN HALL BUILDING,

ST. CATHERINE STREET.
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We hear a great deal of talk afbout 
g<nius, talent, luck, chance, clever­
ness and fine manners playing a 
large part in one’s success. Leaving 
cut luck and chance, we grant that 
all these elements are important 
factors in the battle of life. Yet the 
possession of any or all of them, un­
accompanied by a definite aim, a de­
termined purpose, will not insure 
success. Whatever else may have been 
lacking in,the giants of the race, the 
men who ‘have been conspicuously 
successful, we shall find that they all 
had one Characteristic in common— 
doggedness and persistence of pur­
pose.

It does not matter how clever a 
youth may bo, whether he leads his 
class in college or outshines all the 
other boys in his community, he will 
never succeed if he lacks this essen­
tial of determined persistence. Many 
men who might have made blrilliant 

artists, teachers,
able '

KARN PIANOS.
In pqint of excellence, from 

either a musical or mechan­
ical standpoint, Karn Pianos 
enjoy a distinct advantage in 
Canada. It is true the original 
cost of a Karn is a little more 
than that of the ordinary 
Piano but the satisfaction of 
knowing that absolute perfec­
tion in workmanship and ma­
terial are’ secured more than 
make up for the additional 
cost.

THE CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL EXPENSE SOCIETY
1766 St. Catherine Street.

The Oelji Society Incorporated aid Offering Solid Guarantees,
CAPITAL, . $30,000.

S UBSCRIPTIONS.
From Birth to B Years..........................

“ B Years to SO Years..............................
"30 " to 4B •• ..............................
“48 to 68 .............................
" 86 “ to 6B ••

.$1.00

. 78c
. 1.00 

l.BO 
2.80

Per Year

SPECIAL TEBHN FOB PKRSOHN OTER «8 YEARN OF ABE 

Private Fnatrala at KeRtrete Priera.

"W- A. WAITLaND,
Mkboh. Til. 563. GENERAI,■ Bill Til. Eaal 1238.

MANAGER.

CATHOLIC BEQUESTS.
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By his will, which bears date July 
9th, 1897, Sir Henry Page Turner 
Barron, of Glenanna, Waterford, says 
the London "Universe,” left 
£30,000 to be expended on charit­
able and religious objects. His 
tate has been valued at £306,472 5s 
the trustees, and he bequeathed other 
National Gallery his picture " The 
Magdalene," by Carlo Dolce, and 

lawyers, other pictures at present on loan to 
in spite the trustees, and he beqfuathed other 

have pictures to the Irish National Gal- 
they lery. He left in trust for'a Catholic 

church at Ferry Bank, respecting 
which he gave detailed instructions, 
£6,000, and for a family mausoleum 
£8,000. He left to the Charity Or­
ganization Society £3,000, to , the
......................... 'a Hospital : VwMm

of

the Bishop of Waterford £2,000, for 
hospitals and charitable institutions 
in Waterford £4,000; in Dublin £3,- 
000, « to the Irish Unionist Alliance 
£1,000, to the Irish- Association for 
the Prevention of Intemperance £),- 
000, to the Benevolent Society of St. 
Patrick £1,000, and to the Distress­
ed Irish Ladies’ Fund £1,000.

IRISH VETERINARY COLLEGE.

The now Royal Veterinary College 
of Ireland, just opened in commodi­
ous premises at Pembroke road, Dub­
lin. commences its first session with 
every prospect of success. Already 
there are thirty-one entries of stud-

THE DRINK HABIT
I fromtuunesrbyTe nsVô'PP h°me Wi‘h°Ut P™- Publicity or detention

». VEGETABLE REMEDY...
I three iLys^'cr'avmg‘for Equoî h gonVandT ^“?he Jre Tpe" 

n’,anrnr; D.r- ,Mackay. of Quebec, a specialist in tne treatment of inebriates 
admits that it » far superior to all the - Gold Cures " or other treatments and

I x&BZ&sxi zgiïsxAïs ssskr
THE DIXON CURE CO.

J. B. LALIME, Manager,
572 ST. DENIS STREET, - MONTREAL

ALL COMMUNICATIONS STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL.

0>r P M
Is fast drawing to a close, as our new buildings on St. Cat 
street are nearing completion. Hundreds of .homes have 
beautified as a result of this sale. Our stoelc of Axminsters, Im 
rial and Royal Wiltons, Russian Velvets, Clyde Wiltons, Te 
ton’s Parquet Squares and Rugs, Brussels, Tapestries, etc., is 
and more varied than it has ever been.

Don’t miss this golden opportunity to furnish your 
Have them bright and cheery for the holidays. It 
of pleasure to yourself and friends Country ord 
tended to.
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