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Can He that formed the ear, that gave
the power of sound, of vibration, and of
a sound wave answering back to this
vibration,can He not hear? If man is en-
dowed with power to see and hear, does
not God understand all these things,
and does He not make His impress on
man? And so the spiritual power that
God gives us comes to us from the fact,
that God is a spirit, and God, being a
spirit, ean touch our spirits, If we are
go formed that we can understand the
love of man, may we not understand
the love of God? If God so made us
that we can appreciate that which is
outside of and around us, may we not,
if God so wills it, appreciate His pres-
ence?

Now the manifestation of God is some-
thing which is to be known to the indi-
vidual only. *“How is it,” said one of
the disciples, *“that thou wilt manifest
thyself unto us and not unto the world?”
If it were an external manifestation,
all could see it and hear it; but when-
ever Christ manifests Himself, it is so
that the person understands it, though
the one nearest him may not; it is a
spiritual manifestation. There is noth-
ing external, but He that formed the
heart of man can make an impression
on that heart of man. And so when the
soul longs for God, when there is this
thirst for God, when the very heart is
burdened and the whole frame seems
agonized for God, there comes into the
human heart a sweet, satisfying ecalm,
As the thirsty man is relieved of thirst
when the precions water is given, so the
soul of man, that thirsts after God, is
satisfied. When that peace comes, when
that love of the heart springs up, the
soul may know that God is there, and
there comes a holy peace and love and
joy, which we recognize as God's own
presence,unknown to others, but known
tous, Was there a burden ? It1s gone.
Was there a hope ? There is now a ful-
fillment. Was there an anxiety? There
isnow a calm. And the soul, without
any external manifestation, cries out,
‘“Abba, Fasher ! my Lord and my God!"”
It is a communion that nothing else can
give, that no one else can understand;

but as there is in the heart of man that
which answers to the heart of man, so
there is in the heart of man that which
responds to the love of God, and God
touching that human heart by His Holy
Spirit gives a consciousness and an as-
surance of the adoption of sons, and we
are the children of God by faith in
Christ Jesus, Thus he comes to the
human soul, it may be on a bed of sick-
ness, it may be on the cross where the
thief is executed, it may be in a dun-
geon, or it may be in the closet or in
the church; external cireumstances are
nothing. God is everywhere; underall
circnmstances He ean speak to the hu-
man soul, and there comes to the heart
a sweet ealm that seems to say, ** Peace;
be still.”  The waves have been rolling;
the ship has been tossing; the dangers
have been imminent; but there comes
tue voice that says to the conscionsness,
“It is I; be not afraid;” and leaning on
Him we can walk on the waters and fear
not the billows,

Now God is with usin this testimony
within, but that is to be tried by some-
thing outward also. If man obeys every
impulse, gives rein to every fancy, he
may imagine, as some enthusiasts do,
that God gives him specific directions
with regard to his duty, and specifie
revelations with regard to what shall be,
Now we are tanght to try every spirit,
whether itis of God, and we have a sure
Word given us; and if they speak not
according to that Word there is no truth
in them. We are not to claim us the
voice of God anything that is not as-
sured to us in this blessed Word. Bat
when God tells us our sin is forgiven,
and grants us a sense of the adoption
of sons, we turn to this blessed volume
and find that this is just the charter of
our religions inheritance. We are the
sons of God by faith in Jesus Christ,
What God assures us we are to accept;
beyond it, nothing more. Would that
God would manifest Himself to every
heart here to-day as He doth not to the
world, and may you, each and every
one, feel that God is your Father and
that you are His children in Jesus
Christ, and may you have the spirit,
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