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FARM AND DAIRY

The Poultry Outlook for 1917°

Stocks Depleted—Demands Greater Than Ever—Need for Highest Production From
Poultry We Have

BY W. A. BROWN,

the Canadian egg trade. Unprecedented high
prices prevailed during the late spring, sum

mer, and fall months. The direct cause of this
Was the unusual demand on the part of the British
market for the Canadian product, in preference
to supplies obtainable elsewhere  Naturally, fol
lowing such u season
and the fact that the
export demand till con
tinues, the outlovk for
1917 is particularly fa
orable. Of course, the
continuation of high
prices is more or less
contingent upon the
conclusion of the war
but, even so, it is not
expected that in a mat
ter of live stock and
Mve stock produets any
serious reaction will oc
our. Should any falling
off in prices take place
# will probably be
gradual

Canada has the mar
ket but is short on the
suwpply. The subsequent deve lopment of the poul
try industry in this country largely depends upon
the reputation established now on the export
market. While there is need for improvems
in the quality and in the uniformity of the
duet going forwand, the great need is for the
production of such a quantity of the quality de-
sired that Canada’s place on the British market
will be assured. We have every
lieve that the necessary safeguards with regard
0 the quality of the product going forward will
be serfected this year. Owr future market s
assured, therefore, if we will but ncrease our pro
duction fo the extemt necessary to hold thas
market. Canada’s liabilMties are not going to be
met by the production of a minimum amount sold
&t & maximam price, but rather by the produc-
tion of the maximum amount sold at a remuner
ative price; in other words, the development of a
volume of business. The great need, therefore,
is for Inoreased productton during 1917

The present prespects with respect to the ao-
complishament of this end are not the best, how.
ever. While the undoading of large quantities of
poultry on the market last year, owing to the
soarcity of feed and other causes, has resulted
in a cleaniog out and cleaning up of poultry flocks
throughout the country that ultimately will be s
blessing in disguise, vet the fact remains that
there is not in the country today the number of
laying stook that there was one year ago. It is
out of the question, of course, to attempt to in-
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production. However, if every farmer and poultry
m-mbuumlﬂmrwhmd!(npt
the highest possible production from. what poul-
try they have, the shortage in the actual namber
of birds kept may be overcome to some extent
and the Canadian trade may therefore indicate to
the Britsh importers that Canada will this year
be able to supply at least as much to the mother
land as she did during 1916, Further, ¥ those
‘who have charge of the poultry use the same acu-
men and jus and good in the
selection of their breeding stook this epring, the

THE year 1916 was one of unus: wotivity in

wson to be-

Paper read at the recent Ottawa Winter

. _AFrom a
m V7. A. Brown, Chief of the Pouttry Division,
.

k Branch, Ottaw:

White Wyandottes—A Pen of Old-Time Winners.

keeping of their poultry houses free of Moe and
mies, and the providing of olean and sanitary
quanters for their stook, as they did In the culdng
from their flocks of the mougrel, nondescript and
aged stock last fall, production throughout the
pring and summesr season may even be increased
over that of last year.

Should Act Now.

Now is the time, how-
ever, to lay the founda-
tion for greater devel-
opments for 1918 and
nineteen. Generally
épeaking, throughout
the country there is a
better semtiment pre-

farmers with respect o
the poultry business
than ever befare, and,
with the high prices
prevailing for both eggs
and poultry, there is
reason to believe that
there will be this year
@ much larger distribu
tion of pure-bred, day
old chicks and eggs for
hatehing than ever before.

Canade has all the requisites for the produc-
tion of i quantity far in excoss of her own re
quirements, and with her favorable climatic con
ditions can produce with proper care and at
ention quality equal to the best in the world
Only the fringe of
production poss
bilities has bee
touched The
western prov
inces, with their
volumes of cheap
feed, are the na
tural home for
the Canadian hen
The bulk of the
surplus comes
from the prov-
inces of Ontario
and Prince Ed
ward Island. Nova o
Scotia, New Approved .,pe—R. I. Red.
Brunswick and
Quebec do not produce sufticlest for thedr own
requirements. They must do more; and there
s now an opportunity for the western provinces
of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta to demon
strate to Canada and the Empire as & whole what
they can do in this conmection in this great hour
of trade expansion

According to the last
census, Canada had
some 29,000,000 hens;
a few more, in fact,
than the single state of
lowa. There may be
forty to fifty million
hens in Canada. In or.
der to meet our obliga
tions and live up to our
opportunities in  the
matter, the slogan of
every pouliryman
should be 150,000,000
hens for Canada in two
years." How can it be
done? Is it not pos-
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sible in this country to oreate in the minds of

the and
beliof that this development must be brought
about, and to enlist the active services of every

big, national production cempuign. Clearly the
opportunity lies before us. The taek which Can-
ada hes set before her and which must be met,
if from no other than an economdc standpoint,

the of and laymen
alke. We must keep the home fires burndng not
only for the present but in the days of sdversity
which are prone to come following the war. Ag-
ricultwe is Canada’'s basic industry. Her own
local demands are reletively small. She must
find her place in the markets of the world. Even
among her aliies will be found some of her most
serious competitors with respect to certadn of her
national crops, but for the production of live stock
and live stock products, of which poultry is tak-
ing an increasingly unportast part every year,
we bave in Canada assets in our herds and flocks
of purebred stook which, if properly applied and
developed in the most progressive, business-ike
manner possible, will insure that prosperity which
we hope and believe is the national heritage of
this fair Dominion

’
A Woman's Poultry Methods
Success With a Small Farm Flock
Mrs. J. C. Jakes, Grenville Co, Ont.

VER since star th poultry I have kept
E Barred Plyme ks, as 1 conwider them
the best for f T have never had an
incubator, but put full rellance In Mother Biddy
to bring out my spring flock. At the beginning of
1916 1 had 90 hens. These laid all winter, one
reason being that they had plenty of litter to
scratch in. 1 set my first hen on April . Dur-
ing the summer 1 lost very few chickens and by
fall had a fine flock of 116. During the season I
sold several old hens to make room for the
younger fowl. In the fall 1 divided my poultry
and put about 45 cockerels by to fatten. They
were sold in three batohes and brought a total
of $68.07. By keeping close accounts I found
that the 95 hens laid about 726 dosen eggs, of

which $61.86 worth were sold
In regard to setting hens, | have found by ex-
perience that a hen will not set in & different nest
from the one in which she has been laying and
in which she started to set. 1 use a small pack-
ing box, about half Mlul, with earth and straw,
for a nest. When the hens start to set these
can easily be removed to the hatehing room. The
feeding of young chicks is a very important part
in radeing them. After they are 36 hours old, T
feed them on finely chopped, hard boiled eggs,
shells and all, and bread crumbs, three times &
day until they are four or five days old, when 1
them on thelr summer ration of fine
wheat. 1 belleve in giving them free range in
the fields, especially where there ls green alfalfe,
as they like this very much. 1 bave a nice dry
house for them at night,
@8 when they are young
they should not be let
out in the morning if
there 18 a heavy dew,
nor on damp or ralny
days. Poultry ralsing [
consider & very profit-
able and interesting oc-
oupation on the farm
Now that prices have
soared so high more
profit than ever can be
obtained i they are
properly fed and cared
for, and every woman
takes an interest in the
- rearing and manage
ment of chickens,




