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tion is simple enough, The benefit is the Pupil's; and those of the pub-
lic backed by our young friends, who deny or fail to see this, start, we
cannot help thinking, with a wrong idea of the result to be required or
expected from the years spent at school. The Pproper end of school train-
ing, whether supplemented or not by a university course, is not so much
instruction as education, The hardest time of mental culture is not
reached when a youth leaves school, or even three or four years later
takes his degree. The first ¢rop may in some cases be looked for at the
latter period; hut

0 attained in the way of result,
, li i quires ploughing, harrowing, manuring,
sowing, weeding ; and, without pressing the agricultural metaphors to an
absurdity, the experiment above mentioned has proved the by no means
novel truth that the best instruments for thi
of language and mathematies, as tending to bring the menta] muscle (to
mix our figures a little) into most healthful exercise. A well-laid and
thoroughly mastered grammatical course is one of the best to which a
young mind can be disciplined, and for that Teason is, perhaps, most dis-
tasteful to the learner himself, unless he be either possessed of more than
average ability, or be farsighted enough to sacrifice somewhat of present
case for prospeotive benefit, It is true that the modern languages, French
and German, are more useful, that is, more used in after life; but they

i t} )
vations. The tendency in this time and lnbour-saving age is more and
more to dispense with grammatical inflexions; and this is the case most
of all in our own language. The very absence of these inflexions im-

ment in several particulars with their substantives ;

pendent on termination for distinetion of voice, mood, tense, number and
Person; there are pronouns, perhaps not quite so hard (to speak as an
alumnus), hut fficiently embarrassing, especially that intractable rela-




