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1 avise and His glory shall be seen. One
# the most eneouraging and inspiring
God's Word is the assuranee of the
mal vietory of heavenly forees, aml the
waph of the ol And in
1 prophet’s eestatie vision may be seen the
pstnmntion of the glory of the Lowd in
i worle
1A Far-Reaomse Question, — Whe
these that fly asa clowd, and as the doves
vtheir windows /7 asks Isaiah, as he with
rophetie vision sees the comin
wi the distant regions of the ¢
Chureh of God.  Who arethey ¢ Well, asto
their oviginal condition, they had forsaken
Jehovah and were in civenmstances of dis
tress and nisery, without Geod and withont
lope in the world,  But a change has taken
e: they have heard the glad tidings,
Iy have set aside their weapoms of reb
lion, they have abandoned their evil ways,
they have accepted Christ as Saviour and
Lord, they are hastening to lny their tribute
f praise and honor and rvighteous lives at
the feet of their Redecmer.  And what has
brought — about  this teansformation,  this
dandonment of heathenism, this avowing of
Christinnity / thing less than the preach
ing of the Gospel, nothing less than the
yissionary cfforts of the Christian Church,
nothing less than the money contributions,
wid the prayerful solicitude of individual
helievers  And this ineludes me, includes
vour, young Christian, includes all who have
faithfully fultilled their part in obeying the
Saviour's command to evangelize the world
Up tothe present time, with but few excep
tions, the world has been evangelized slowly
Progress for the most part has heen gradual
My we not expect that very soon the vision
of the prophet shull be realized ! They shall
come still as individuals, for men eannot bhe
sived by the mass, but so many will come
gether that they s 0 to he erowding
to Christ as doves to their windows at feeding

things

Meass o tHE Exn. —The result
veferved to in the foregoing implies a means
wequate to the end ned : and this means
of instrumentality is the divine influence,
Nothing 1 be done without the Spirit of
Gl Lacking this,
The best coneerted schemes are vain,

And never can sueesed.”

We may give our money, and semd our
wissionaries, but without the help of the
Spirit, both in the home Chureh and in the
foreign field, little can be accomplished,
Where the Spirit is not, there can be no
seeuring of the designs and  purposes of

al love. The Gospel must be proclaimed,
accompanied by the demonstration of the
Spirit, before the multitudes of whom the
prophet speaks shall veturn to God. The
preaching of the Cross is the power of God
unto salvation to everyone that believes.
How important, then, that prayer should he
continually made for the presence and
power of the Holy Spirit both at home and
wbrond 3 and for the effective prock
of the heavenly me of redemption ; 4
for lives separated from sin and consecrated
to Gaod, so that we may not withhold our part
in the happy consummation of the universal
sway of the Redeemer’s Kingdom.

3 Masser oF e Mecrirvne,
II|.~ idea of the prophet, as he saw l|w hosts
tlocking to a place of divine safety, indicates
the manner of the return of the \\,uulorvrx
to their Father's home. It is a most engag
ht.

() Eagerness,—The clouds ave supposed to
be driven by the wind to one point, and the
doves hasten with speed to the windows of
the dove-cotes, This eagerness is a marked
feature of the soul's desire to return to God,
when the truth is known, and conviet
scizes the heart. Look up the ﬁ.llumng
-x.uu[llun of spiritual eagerness : Matt. 11 :

; Luke 18: 13 23 : 42; Acts 2: 37 16
H l And is there not reason for this eager-
ness ! Consider, the knowledge of guilt, the

el
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fear of danger, the prospect of peace and
security, and the hope of privilege here and
hereafter — all of which thrills in the heathen
breast whe n the trath has entered

(h) Numbhey "he cloud is an emblem of
number l||.‘ figure of the doves nplics
dso aomaltitiude. The number of witnesses
to the power of faith are deseribed by the
stle as **a great clond of witnesses
se poetienl figures of specch e to the

weeessions which the churel in after
i should r 7. Th
merey of G sponse of men was
forward to the bounds Aries of the habit
e, (See Tsa, 4905, 1) Christ
hllnmll vestated this grand faet.  (See Matt
8 24: 14: Mark 16: 15).  Observe
the I.hh.u of the progress of the ( J
In early times it ||q| remarkable inc
Inone day three thousand converts were
made ; and the word of God grew mightily
and prevailed.  The temples of heathen
superstition were deserted, and the trath of
Christ in all its purity was established.  And
myrinds have since heen gathered.  Think of
it! Inthe fiest fifteen hundred years, Christ
janity gained one hundred willions of ad
hervents.  In the next three hundred years it
gained one hundred millions more ; bt in the
last one hundred years two hundred and ten
millions more.  In the three hundred years
after the Reformation Christianity gained as
many adherents as in the fifteen hundred
years preceding it.  And such has been the
marvellous growth in the present century,
that during the last ninety years, the veligion
of Jesus has gained wore followers than in
the previous eighteen centuries.  The eternal
morning has dawned, and the san is clinhir
towards its meridian splendor

(e} Unity. The clouds are supposed to
fly in one body and to be driven to one part
of the horizon : the doves fly together to reach
the one resting-place. S0 it will bo with all
who have haen conducted by the Spivit into
the way of everlasting life in heathen
countr and in home lainds. There mny he
minor differences in non-essentinls, but God's
pueople seek the one salvation ; they are in
fhuenced hy the same principles ; they depend
on the same atonement ; they exhibit the same
holiness : they partake of the same spirit
they obey the same commmndments ; they are
heirs of the same inheritanee ; they are press
ing forward to the same heavenly rew
God's peoy . whether in lands bar
ous or civilized, and it is a duty, »
sge, a luxury, to feel the kinship
redecined by the life and death of qu‘
Christ.  Enterinto this feeling, young ped
more than ever, and learn the hrotherhood
of the children of and the oneness of
the Church universal
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A SHORT CATECHISM,

How many people are there in the world ¢
Ahout 1,400,000,000,

How wany of these people are nominal
Christians 7 About 400,000,000,

How many non-Christians, then, are there
in the world 2 About 1,000,000,000

Don’t you think this is a very large mumher
of people to be without the hlessings of the

spel 2 A very large number indeed

How many missionaries are lnhoring nmong
this vast host 7 About 10,000,

How many people has each wission
after on an average /100,000, people

Do you think that one man could do a mis
sionary’s work among so many /It would he
impossible.

What is the proportion of ordained minis
ters to the population of China /' One win-
ister to every 500,000 Chiness

What do yon think of thi
wrong, when there is a minister
700 people in this count

How many heathens die every day ¢ They
are dying at the rate of 100,000

How can this dreadful state of
improved !

Are more missionaries available /
thousands are waiting to be sent.

It is sadly
for every
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Why don't the

money to pay their way, and support them
Why is there no money © - Beeanse Chris
trans don’t give enough for missions
How much do they give /. Each Christian
gives one eent a year for each heathen s
Don't you think this is very small
It is shamefully simndl and very ungrateful
to tiad
What's to be done ¢ We st give mon
to Gond for the spread of His Kin \
Wher all we begin Begin with

vgne amd omr Chareh - And
all Cliristians pray, with the non Cliy
world in view. ** Lond, what wilt Thoo have

me todao

A WORD TO THE LEABER

Remember this isa missionary
Seleet the hymns aceordingly. By the way
did you begin the last jneeting on ting \
far as you ean direet, have prayers wod
Bible selections, and disenssion all hon
the subject of missions,  Read the foregoing
eatechism before the Inquire pub
licly how much your League is giving for
(Speak to the se
hand, so the answer will he ready.)
plan, if possible, for an merease in
Have you adopted the Fulton scheme of two
cents a week from each wmember £ It asa
splendid plan.  1f every Epworth Leaguer
in Canada would do this, 7,000 would be
raised annually for missions.  Have some
one prepare a short paper on @ What has
been done, and what is yet to do, for the
heathen world 27 Give a week for its pre
varation, and have it read at this mecting
Get help from your pastor if need I

Missions,

wtary

givings

APRIL 23 - “HOW CHRIST MAKES
USE OF COMMON LIVES. THE
MAN WITH THE PITCHER."

Mark

Hove Reamisos

Mon., Apr. 1 wrman of Gatitee  Matt. 4
Tuies.. ApF. 15, The tax-gatherer of Capernau

)L,
Wed., Apr, 10 The wonen of Galiles .
Thu Ape. 2. The lud with tihes 014
Fri, Apr. 21, Thewidow i the temy et
sat, Ape. 22 Thegootma : "

The incident related by Mark oceurred
just before the erneitixion.  Jesns had spent
the most of the in the quiet of the Beth
any home, where he so often resorted
Towards evening he sends two of his most
intimate diseiples to prepare the passover
He tells them to go into the eity, and there
they will meet a man bearing a pitcher of
water.  Him they are to follow, and in the
where he will enter they will tind a
voom in which the passover is to e prepared
This man with the piteher is evidently not
the waster of the house.  He s prolably a
slave of the householder in whose dwelling
WL Only a connmon
\ ind yet the Saviour
sed hime while in the faithful linrge of
lu~ allotted duty to earry out his it plans
for the advancement of his King

Common Man. — In the trne sense,
there is no such thing as a common man.  No
immortal soul can properly be called common
The fuct that Christ gave his life for each
individual wmember of the hw family,

exalts every soul of mankind was
taught this lesson, exclusiy with
Jewish prejudices, when he had the vision

of the vessel descendi 8 it were a g
sheet, let down by four corners upon the
s Acts 10 9-28), ** What God hath
1 that eall not thou common,” was the
ssage, teaching that a redecined soul is not
ommon soul.  And yet we do make disting

tions, and we eall the man with so-cal

menial work to perform, with small wa
common man ; and the man with a larg
salary, fine house, or great abilities, an
uncotmmon wan.  We shall nceept the distine




