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The Dangets in Deision Day
By A L Vail

“Decision Day'” is a new applicant for Raptisg
favor. A large nimber of such applicants  have
arisen in recent years. Most of them oricinate
in Pedobapt st connections; but since we gre 3
very accommaodating sort of propls, and a Bgde
thin skinned under the charge of bigotry, we are
more or less inclined to fall into lins with any
new thing that comes along looking as if it mighy
be useful withont involving any v ry serious
risk.  The Baptists who pride themselves on
being broad-minded and progressive, are rea iy
to ask, ““What harm is there in ‘Decision Day'
any way?"'  To answer that question, in part at
least, is the present purpose,

The idea of the institution is this: A day onee
a vear is set apart for a concerted and special
effort in Sunday schools to induce the children to
“*decide for Christ '*  Pres<ure (of wha quality
and how urgent depending on the manipulators
of the effort) is brought to bear on the children
in the mass to induce them to indicate in some
way, usually a very easy way, that they “‘decide
for Christ.””  What harm is there in that? We
answer in two ways, considering the method fiest |
individua'ly, as standing by itself; second colleg-
tively, in its associations,

1. View it Individually, as an isolated action,
in a Baptist school and atm wphere, separate from
the interpretations placed on it by the use and un-
derstandings elsewhere.  So viewed, it seems to
me open to serious objection because of several
perils involved in it. 3 Y

1. The peril of the Time Limit. One day is
set apart for this appeal, one day out of the
whole year; if not exclusively so, then conspicu-
ously so; and the tendency will be toward the ex-
clusive interpretation, and the omission of si~h
appeal at other times. _This day is announced |

Day.”" and others therefore are not
decision days in any serious sense, if at all. But
there is only one legitimate time word in Chris- |
tian evangelism—' Now!"  One has no right to
set any day anywhere in the future for any one
to decide to accept or reject Christ. Whoever
does that, in a Sunday school as certainly as
elsewhere, insults the Lord and imperils the soul. |
What is needed with the young no less than the
old, is to understand that it is exceedingly peril-
ous to trifle with God, and that putting off the
acceptance of His grace is trifling with Him; that
God is sovereign in this whole field; that we are
saved by gracc and that grace is under no obliga-
tions to us; that God has a right to reject us to-
morrow if we reject Him to day; that if we put
Him off till our “‘decision day,” He may put us
off forever. ‘‘Decision Day " as I understand it
to b commonly conceived, is equivalent to placing
God in thé attitude of subordination, waiting for
us to set the time at which we will * decide"
what we will do with Him. But He is sovereign.
To Him belongs the leadership in methods and
times of human salvation. we cannot cousis-
tently adopt any method of evaungelism that im-
pairs 's insistence on immediate attention
That the **Decision Day'' method is such, in its
tendency and almost inevitable effect, seems to
me evident. 2 :
2. The peril of Magnetic Deception. It is
great even with adults; here was perhaps the
greatest evil in a certain kind of old time revival
that comparatively dealt wit adults and did not
seek children. But the peri' is intensified with
the young. The idea capt.i .. 1he imagination,
Child| is impulsive and grey...ious; 1t is re-
sponsive to the sway of the crowd, and thinks
that the; way the crowd goes must be the right
way. Other things ¢qual, youth needs for this
Teason 10 be dealt with religiously in special soli-
tude and quiet, in order to be dealt with safely.
Have we not seen it? A skilful manager can in-
duce acompany of children 10 rise in resp to
almost any proposal; and the more of them he
has in hand, the more easily he can manage them
That is always true? Ves, but with one day - et
apart for concerted movement, not only loc-!ly
but universally, the danger is imwensely in-

| vouth with its limited  experience,
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creaesd,  Have we wot had enongh mischiel of
i kinet of thing, without adopting a method

that pots a prominm on it?

The peril of Vital Error.  his has relation to
the wtigin and quality of the saved life. It in-
valves vrrat in relation te all fundamental truths,
S tepentance, faith, and their kindred jn the
doetrinat Kingdom: but space forbids the reat-
ment o them, and the feader can catch the bear-
ines for himsed as we nnfold briefly the central
doctyine in this view, that of the origin and
auslity of the spirtnal lite, in which all else de-
vends, The poist is this: A day is set apart in

{ Whiel chiildren are to “*decide’ theig relations to

Christ: we are thinking of 1t as iw the Baptist
atmospliere, where thereis a fair degres of cor-

fectness in the genertl understandings abroad; |

stll that wav of purting it will almost eertainly
sive the tmpressian that the making of a Chris-
tianis in the simple wilting of the person himself;

| 1t isall a question of his decision: he can decide the

whole issne somewhar as he can decide what
ki & of candy he will have; if he rises or holds

np his hand, that makes him a Christian; his |

" decision” is all, far God as well as himself
The peril herein i peculiarly  the perit of
its compara-
tive innocence and its abounding self confidence.
Fhe scheme is constructed to ignore the Holy
Spirit as the initial pawer and authority, and to
repudiate the birth from above as the essential
basis for the cffectiveness of the human il

The *'Decision Day"" method belongs rather
with Presbyterianism.  The Presbyterian (the
Reformed) system is logically adapted te *‘Deci-
sion Day,” for the “children of the church,” at
least.  Its idea is that the child of church
members is, Ly virtue of natural birth, in the
church, and in the kingdom of Heaven, at least
to the extent of giving superior standing before
God, so that all he has to do, on reaching discre-

tion, is to assume that he is rigqt with God and
go ahead on M AETsT i to l*.u effect, without

t A
| such experienc:s as Baptists think essential to

the beginning «f the Christian life in every one,
"Decision Day'' is also quiie well fitted to
“Camphellism,’ " according to what seems to be

the prevalent beli-f in that body. The faith

| required bemg that of intellcctual assent, and
| the divine favor being locked up in baptism,

more or less, then the assent followed by baptism
covers the wh le ground. But Baptists believe
that faith in Christ is not only more but different
from faith in Ciesar, and that baotism is a nullity
unless it is preceded by this superior faith, which
is so superior that it is impossible without a re-
newing work H>f the Spirit of God before it.

The radical differences hetween those systems
and our own makes a profonnd peril for us pre-
cisely at the point where the adaptation to them
appears in *‘Decision Day." So much for the
individual view.

IL. The Collcciive View. We think now of
**Decision Day'" as onein a collection of m ni-
festations, all of a kind, supporting each other,
and the tendency of the whule away from the
Baptist position  This has 1een suggested in
the reference to the fitness of **Decision Day"’ to
two denominations for the very reasons making
us unfituess for us; but the prescut view is still
wider, taki g in more elements. The whole
reisoa for the existence of Baptists as a separate
people is in their conceptions of the spiritual life:
and the constant peril for ourscives. as well as
for oihers in relation to us, is that we shall for-
xet or fail 10 appreciate that fundamental differ-
nce  And the closer the fellowship between
others and ourselves in the things nearer the
surface, where we are really more alike, the
greater this dangeris.  If the general cor ditions
wre unfavorable to that life for which we dis-
tinctly stand, our peril is so far incressed, b..
vanse we are thereby unfitted to guard against
the subtle influence of the error offered to us,
o iously or iously, by our esteemed
neighbors, X

Now, u considerable number of forces have
been working together in this country in recem
years against spiritual religion. All evangelical
denominations have been affccted, the Baptists
included. I know that some of our optiwistic
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brethren think this is *'pessimism;** but they are
respectfully nodified that it is the way of error.
i’ especially in a domain of truth, to patiently per
| colate under the surface and suddenly burst the
levee, after which the flood runs itself, needing
#0 help, not even from the devil. That is going
on now-—in the Baptist denomination, and it is
, working Sonth, This movement expresses itself
| in a certain class of symptoms, in the realm,
speaking yenerally, of ‘‘ritualism." That
Baptists have, within our memory, taken up the
concert tecitation of the Lord's Prayer” in the
public congregation, ‘‘responsive reading'’ like-
wise, the observance of Faster, in some cases
Good Friday,"” and even *‘Passion Week," and
i such like things—what does it mean? Is it
accidental?> These things all come from the
same quarter, in whizh ritualism predominates
and the spiritual life is low. Thereis no accident
| in that. ‘There is profound meaning in that.
The meaning at bottom is that Baptists are seek-
ing substitutes for spirituality, and they are find-
| ing them just where others have found them for
the same purpose. “Decision Day" comes
intertwited with this whole grouo of the expres-
sions of a decliving spiritua! life, and supported
by all of them. There is the breadih of the
danger of it. Itis an expression of our loweri g
couception of sin and salvation; it stands for the
displacing of regeneration by education in deal-
ing with the young, for sluck views of sin and
consequent trimming down of our conviction of
the change needed in human nature and the
necessity of the Holy Spirit working a super-
natural renewal as the basis of the Christian life.
It is the loss of spiritual powerand of the sense
of spiritual need, answering its own unrest by
putting the human decisiou in the place of the
divine renovation, It is the thin edge of that
conception in all this field that Episcopalians
expiess in ‘‘confirmation.” It is a handy con-
Arivance for those who want the thing but not
the name. Now, most Baptists don't mean it
in the way I have been working it out, and
many of them don’t mean it at all; but that is
what it means, and that is what they will get if
they keep on long enough in the way that some
of them bave started. — Western Recorder,

We are very thankful to the many fiiends who
have sent in payments for *Tug Homr Mission
JOURNAL" of late. But there are some who are
in arrears yet, that we would like to hear from.
We are very much enconraged by the many
appreciative words that accompany many of these
remitiances. It is our purpose and endeavor to
make the little paper as usetul and helpful to the
families that receive it as is within our ability to
do. And we would be pleased 10 receive original
articles from any of our bre('iren and sisters upon
religious subjects at any time, as well as items of
religious news. We hope that all those whose
year's subseriptions end with July will continue
the paper, as many already have done. But if
any wish to discontinue it they will please send
in such notice with full Payment, and not leave
their paper in the post office refused, as some
have, without either paying for it or notifying
us that they wanted it stopped. No paper can
be refused or stopped until 1t is paid tor, aud if
those who move away and change their address
will notify us, we will send the Ppaper to them at
their new home, and it will save themselves and
us a good veal of trouble aud inconvenieuce,
Some have gone away and have vot let us kuow
of their removal, nor have sattled their account
wr the paper, and we are st a loss to know where
0 send their paper, nor where to send the bill
‘or payment. This is rather a shabby way of
doing  We regard all our subscriptions as per-
wanent until aotified to stop the paper, and pay-
went is made. Some friends have ordered u few
copies of the paper to be sent to some families
that are too poor to pay for it. We would be
Pleased to have others do the same. It would be
a charitable and useful act for an one who
would scud a dollar, or two dollars {ur this pur-
pose. We will see that any sum coming to us
sor this object will be faitbtully applied. Such
benefactors can desiguate their beneficiaries, or
leave it to us *o do it.
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